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What’s in the News this Issue:-

1. From the Chairman’s Pen

2. West Bush Deer Stud, Inaugural Hind Sale

3. Tui Treasure Trail

4. Branch Meeting & Travel Presentation

5. Voluntary Subscriptions

6. CWD

7. Upcoming Branch Activities

8. Humour

1. From the Chairman’s Pen
Stuff the farm and bugger work, let’s have a holiday.  So we did.  After all the hard work over the past few months (and the rain, and rain etc) we decided to go for a week away in Taupo.

It was brilliant.  Had a great time, caught trout, got a little sunburnt and generally had the time to recharge the batteries.  Ready for spring.  Today being the official start of the new season, brings with it the promise of lots of grass, more than a few kilos of venison and the odd kilo or three of velvet for good measure.

In the upcoming functions we have West Bush’s first ever hind sale and on the social front we have the night at the Gladstone Inn to hear from Neil Cameron and Tony Bayliss and their respective travels through Africa and Russia.

2. West Bush Deer Stud Inaugural Hind Sale.

Friday September 13th.  Yep, Alan Griffin, invites us all to come and procure some of the 49 Mixed Age Hinds, around 60 Weaner Hinds and some straws of semen from his English and Eastern Sires.  This is West Bush Deer Stud’s very first hind sale.

Now, I had the chance to pour over the catalogue one windy day whilst on holiday and there is something here for everyone.  The studs have some genuine star lots to fight over and the are a number of commercial hinds for the velvet or venison farmer to pick up to enhance their hind stock.  Those who are looking to breed a few Trophy animals will also find something of interest here.

All of the hinds are true capital hinds with some outstanding progeny on board, look for calves by Brock, Luger (last year’s star lot from Black Forest – he’s a big boy),  Motsumi, Sherwood and Matai.  Also worth noting are the new Brock sons, Sargent and Jarvos - two new stags in the West Bush Deer Stud stable, both of them out of new Warnham Park Hinds.  Should be a great mix.

If you are looking for some good stuff, look no further.  We’ll see you there.

3. Tui Treasure Trail

We had a relatively good turnout for the Tui Treasure Trail on Sunday, August 18th and a beautifully fine day too.  Everything seemed to be going to plan until there was a minor hiccup with the map!!  You wouldn’t think that one little line, about 2cm long could be such an issue.  We won’t go into the whys and wherefores (seeing as I was involved with drawing the map) but instead of the cavalcade of cars heading down Paerau road towards Akura, everyone was sent up to Rangitumau.  Although later, many admitted they had the opportunity to see parts of the country they didn’t know existed! Unfortunately, Andrew Mitchell, Mike Allen and Guy Williams were in the first car and when the map lead them to a dirt track, Guy was convinced it was a paper road and Andrew and Mike, whose wives had created the map, followed his lead.  So, Flick who you will read about later in this newsletter, had yet another expedition – unfortunately this one ended up at someone’s yards in the middle of nowhere and he came back very dirty, looking like a stock agents car!!!  So back to the sealed road again, just in time to see all of the other cars turning up.  Then a piece of conversation was remembered about one of the collection points, so everyone made a beeline for that point and picked up the map from there.

Anyway to cut a very long story short, everyone finally turned up back at the Gladstone Inn, about an hour late but a superb lunch and free Tui, sponsored by DB Breweries awaited everyone.  Tui were also exceptionally generous in the prizes they donated for the day – Tui Handles, Tui Caps, Tui Bags, Tui Sportsbag, etc.  This combined with generous sponsorship from several of the local vineyards – Murdoch James, Te Kairanga and Borthwicks – ensured that everyone went home with some sort of prize.  The main prizes which were for observation questions to be answered on the trail, deer knowledge questions and a combined total were won by the following:

Observation – Tui Stags & Hind (Matt Wyeth, Karen Loffler and Andy Bunny)

Deer Knowledge – Andrew Mitchell, Mike Allen and Guy Williams

Overall – Tui Stags & Hind (Matt Wyeth, Karen Loffler and Andy Bunny)

4. Branch Meeting & Travel Presentation

Wednesday, September 18th

Just a quick reminder, as this will turn up a week or so before this event.  Tony Bayliss and Neil Cameron have offered to tell us all about their recent “deer holidays” and smoked Taupo Trout will be handed round as nibbles.  The Branch meeting will start at 7.00pm (for ½ hour) and, as usual, will be at the Gladstone Inn, Gladstone.  If you haven’t been along before, please come along as it will be a good chance to meet some new faces and hear some fascinating stories.  

5. Voluntary Subscriptions

Just in case anyone is unsure about the situation with NZDFA Subs now that we are moving towards DINZ – these are still a current subscription and are what keeps the branches running.  The usual 50% ($15.00) of this comes back to the Branch you are a member of and that is the only guaranteed income that the branches have each year.  Last year the Wairarapa Branch were, I believe, the best paid up branch in the country with around 80% but this year, so far, we have only just over 65%.  If you feel you are not getting what you want out of the branch, please contact us or come along to a meeting and tell us what you want.  New ideas are always welcomed!!

6. Chronic Wasting Disease

The following information has been passed onto us by MJ Loza, please take the time to read it as the possible ramifications of this disease are huge:

For New Zealand to be able to export deer products, we rely on our ability to prove to the rest of the world that we do not have chronic wasting disease (CWD), a serious disease of deer and elk, and that we would be able to detect it if it occurred here.  Early detection of CWD, if it occurred in New Zealand, would be essential for eradication to be successful. 

CWD was first observed in the 1960s but until 1997 appeared to be restricted to a rather limited area in the western United States.  However, it has subsequently been found in free-ranging and/or farmed cervids in Nebraska, Wisconsin, Montana, South Dakota, Oklahoma, Kansas, New Mexico and the Canadian provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta.  CWD has also been detected in South Korea in an elk imported from Canada. 

Farmers and veterinarians are usually the first people to notice when an animal becomes sick and they play an essential role in New Zealand’s exotic animal disease surveillance.  It is vitally important to be aware of the signs of CWD and immediately report any suspected case to the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry’s Exotic Disease and Pests Diseases Hotline on 0800 80 99 66.  

What to look for

CWD is one of a group of brain wasting diseases called transmissible spongiform encephalopathies (TSEs).   Unlike BSE (bovine spongiform encephalopathy or “mad cow disease”), CWD can be transmitted from animal to animal and can spread through a herd.  There is also a risk of spreading TSEs through feeding ruminant protein to ruminants.  This practice is banned in New Zealand and many other countries.

CWD is characterised by a loss of body condition and changes in behaviour in affected deer or elk.  

Animals may become anti-social and difficult to handle.  They may show repetitive behaviours such as pacing, sleepiness or depression, or may carry their head and ears lowered.  In later stages many animals drink and urinate excessively, lose their coordination, drool and slobber profusely and have difficulty swallowing.  Death is inevitable.

However, sometimes signs are not so obvious and it is not uncommon to see cases of older animals in excellent condition losing weight quite suddenly, not responding to treatment, and dying from pneumonia caused by inhaling food or cud.  Most cases of CWD are in animals three to seven years old, although the disease has been seen in animals as young as 17 months and as old as 15 years. The length of time the animals are sick may vary from a few days to a year, with most surviving for only a few months. Occasionally sudden death may occur.   

Diagnosis of CWD

A definite diagnosis can only be obtained from samples sent to a veterinary diagnostic laboratory.  There is no reliable blood test, and diagnosis requires samples of brain, which can only be taken from a dead animal.

If a veterinarian is unable to confirm that signs are due to another cause, then the animal should be euthanased and brain samples taken to ensure that the disease is not CWD.  MAF pays for laboratory testing in these cases.

Remember  

· All TSEs are notifiable under the Biosecurity Act 1993.  Any person suspecting a TSE in an animal in New Zealand must notify MAF.  The Biosecurity Act 1993 provides for very heavy penalties (up to $200,000 and up to 5 years prison) for failure to notify. 

· The possibility of CWD should be considered in deer of any species or elk that show signs of wasting, nervous disease or acute pneumonia.

· If you suspect CWD, contact the MAF exotic pest and disease hotline 0800 80 9966 immediately.

Feeding of ruminant protein, such as meat and bone meal, to ruminants (including deer) is banned.  There are heavy penalties for non-compliance.

7. Upcoming Branch Activities

Please note that the Environmental Field Trip which was scheduled for Friday, November 8th will now be on Friday November 15th.  1 pm start time – meeting at Jim Reynolds’, Bristol road and then moving on to Simon Campbell’s.

The next event after that is the Christmas Event – a must for the diary – Saturday, December 14th from approx 1pm.

8. Humour

Some of you may already have received this on the e-mail, but for those that haven’t:  

Brian invited his mother over for dinner. During the course of the meal, his mother couldn't help but notice how pretty Brian's flatmate was. She had long been suspicious of a relationship between the two, and this had only made her more curious.   Over the course of the evening, while watching the two interact, she started to wonder if there was more between Brian and his flatmate than met the eye. 

Reading his mom's thoughts, Brian volunteered, "I know what you must be thinking, but I assure you, Mary and I are just flatmates." 

About a week later, Mary came to Brian saying "Ever since your mother came to dinner, I've been unable to find the beautiful silver chutney jar.   You don't suppose she took it, do you?" "Well, I doubt it, but I'll email her, just to be sure." So he sat down and wrote: 

Dear Mother 

I'm not saying that you "did" take the chutney jar from my house, I'm not saying that you "did not" take the chutney jar. But the fact remains that it has been missing ever since you were here for dinner. 

Love, Brian 

Several days later, Brian received an email from his Mother which read: 

Dear Son 

I'm not saying that you "do" sleep with Mary, and I'm not saying that you "do not" sleep with Mary. 

But the fact remains that if she was sleeping in her own bed, she would have found the chutney jar by now. 

Love, Mom

Lesson of the day.... Don't Lie to Your Mother 
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