Venison Industry Standards Council

Terms of Reference

Purpose

1.
To provide leadership, analysis and advice that contribute to the development of cost effective standards that place the New Zealand deer processing sector at a competitive advantage in providing consumer protection through risk management based food safety assurance systems.

2.
To be a consultative forum between industry and Government in the preparation of food safety systems, consequent standards and other technical standards that are relevant to market access.

Role

1.
To help ensure the most efficient delivery of strategic direction, policy formulation and priority setting.

2.
To assist in the establishment of industry standards based on full industry consultation and advice to decision-making bodies.

3.
To help achieve optimum coverage of relevant technical issue, other factors that impinge upon processing costs and efficiency, and non MAF Regulatory requirements.

4.
To take account of marketing factors, and relevant research and development.

Functions

(a)
Industry Standards

1.
To initiate and/or examine proposals for the development of New Zealand food safety standards that are appropriate to the local market and/or are necessary to meet importing country requirements.

2.
To act in a supervisory capacity to government in the formulation of agreed strategies to be pursued in the negotiation of requirements with importing country regulatory authorities.

3.
To give advice and take part in, as appropriate, negotiations with importing countries regulatory authorities, and participate as appropriate in multilateral organisations when standards are being set or agreed.

4.
To provide policy advice to Government on food safety and other relevant market access issues.

5.
To advise industry of the outcomes in relation to food safety standards and other relevant market access issues.

(b)
General

1.
To participate in the development of the annual strategic direction and operational plan of (a) the MAF Regulatory Authority (Meat & Seafood) and (b) the MAF Verification Agency.

2.
To communicate with the deer industry on developments and trends in food safety and other market access technical issues that could be relevant to strategy formulation and planning by deer product producers and processors.

3.
To take part with representative industry association(s) in the consultation process that establishes the costs and recovery mechanism for funding the MAF Regulatory Authority (Meat & Seafood), the Verification Agency and Asure New Zealand, pursuant to the cost recovery requirements of the Meat Act 1981.

4.
To evaluate special projects that may require additional funding during the contract year and recommend appropriate actions.

Composition

1.
The Council will consist of personnel representing:


DeerQA
Venison Processors Technical Committee




Velvet Processors Technical Committee




On-Farm Technical Committee




Transport Technical Committee




Stock Agent Technical Committee


or their nominee


NZ Deer Industry Association – Marketing Manager Committee member


NZ Game Industry Board


NZ Deer Farmers Association


MAF Regulatory Authority (Meat & Seafood)


MAF VA (observer status only)


Asure New Zealand (as appropriate, with observer status only)

2.
A representative of the industry will act as Chairman of the Council.

3.
The Council may invite other relevant personnel depending on the issue before the Council and/or the expertise required for the issue.

4.
The Council may elect to submit proposals/issues to the relevant Technical Committee for evaluation prior to further consideration.

5.
The NZ Game Industry Board will provide a secretariat service, subject to review when these Terms of Reference are reviewed.

Authority

1.
The Council has the support of the NZ Game Industry Board, Deer Industry Association, NZ Deer Farmers Association and the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

2.
The Council will not be a forum for resolving differences between individual deer product processors and MAF Regulatory Authority, MAF Verification Agency and Asure New Zealand.

Voting

1.
Processing issues – one vote per representative processing company.

2.
Industry issues – one vote per representative group.

3.
Quorum is 4.

Funding

1.
MAF Regulatory Authority (Meat & Seafood) will fund its involvement with Council as a cost against meat inspection.

2.
The deer industry will be required to fund their participants’ involvement with Council.

3.
All members outside MAF RA and the deer industry, will be required to meet their own costs to attend the meeting.

Review

The Council will review these Terms of Reference every 12 months, or at the request of any of the represented organisations providing input to the Council, namely the venison processors, MAF Regulatory Authority (Meat & Seafood), the GIB, the DFQA and the DIA.
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