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Mark it on your calendar now!

FRIDAY 22 NOVEMBER

This year’s dinner will be held at Kemblefield Estate Winery at Maraekakaho.  Venison is definitely on the menu and Kemblefield has an excellent reputation for fine food and wine—an occasion not to be missed.

The evening is guaranteed to be the usual mix of conviviality, cuisine and culture.  The evenings speakers include Tony Pearse, the Producer Executive of the new Deer Industry NZ, who will judge the velvet competition and Shane Quinn, of Alpine Hunting NZ, who will present the inaugural Trophy Antler Award and give a rundown on the trophy hunting scene.

In addition, it is hoped to use a digital camera to photograph velvet at the coolstores and then display this at the award ceremony via computer.  This should provide some interest as hygiene rules have prevented public velvet viewing at the annual dinner previously, much to the disappointment of those unable to get to the coolstores earlier.

Numbers are limited to 90 people and as previous years have always been fully subscribed, we suggest you book your space early—NOW !!

Cost is $50 per person and bookings for the evening can be made by contacting Matt Holden

Phone
(06) 856-6760

Fax 

(06) 856-6780

Email    
mk@xtra.co.nz

Drinks from 5.30pm onwards.

This will run in conjunction with the annual dinner as usual and promises to be an interesting competition with entry numbers high in recent seasons and the addition of the Trophy Antler class (see later).  So the date is the same….

FRIDAY 22 NOVEMBER

Tony Pearse, DINZ Producer Executive will judge the velvet classes and Shane Quinn, Alpine Hunting NZ, will judge the trophy antler.

Judging begins at 1.00pm and public viewing will be at the Wrightson Whakatu Coolstore from 4.00—5.00pm (Drinks and dinner follow from 5.30pm at Kemblefields).

If you are entering a head or two, please read the class descriptions and rules below and if you have any queries,  contact Phil Irwin on 0274-933763.  Phil can further explain the competition or suggest the appropriate class for your velvet head to enter.

A reminder for all those holding trophies from last years velvet competition to please return them well before this years competition to Duncan Holden (Phone 06-856-6826).

Even if you envisage winning it again this year, we need to have it on hand so it can be cleaned and re-presented to you!  (Chances are that you will need to relinquish it though).

Hawkes Bay Branch will incorporate a new Trophy Antler class in this years velvet competition, as explained in the last newsletter.

Shane Quinn will judge the heads and score to Safari Club International rules.  He will decide on first, second and third placegetters based on SCI score, stag age and overall trophy potential.  This may prove a little contentious but we are aiming to see as many heads as possible in future years.  With most older stags leaving as trophies (and thus not available to enter this competition!) this should allow younger stags with good heads an opportunity at a prize.

So, this year, if entering a head:

· Maximum two hard heads per owner/ farm.

· Any locally grown hard antler head is eligible to enter, regardless of the year it was grown.  No spikers.

· Identify your head with velvet ID tags and include the age of the stag when antlers were grown (no age provided means no judging!)

· Include coronet size and inside span if recorded, otherwise judges “best guess” applies.

Alpine Hunting have provided an engraved trophy for the winner and the branch will include rosettes for the top three heads.

In addition, Shane Quinn will assess all velvet heads entered in the velvet competition for trophy potential and will provide two straws of quality trophy stag semen to the owner of the best head and one straw to the owner of the next best.

With this deer semen normally retailing around $250-$500 per straw, this is a very generous prize indeed, and should create some additional interest amongst velvet producers.

Shane will explain the trophy market and what he looks for in a velvet or hard antler head when he speaks at the annual dinner later in the evening.

Class 1 :
Red Breeders—Don Robinson Memorial Trophy



Open to Stud Breeders

Class 2 :
Maiden Red Head—Vet Services HB Ltd Trophy



This class is for stags older than four that have never been entered in Maiden or 

Red Breeders before.

Class 3 :
Weight for Age—Wrightson Trophy



Must be from a stag born after October 1998 (or a two/ three or four year old head 

cut after the 2001 HBDFA velvet competition may participate in the 2002 class).  

Stag age must be stipulated.

Class 4 :
Elk / Wapiti—Farmlands Trophy



Best head

Class 5 :
Commercial Red / Best Single head—HBF Dalgety Trophy



Can have sire stag but not open to stud breeders

Class 6 :
Commercial Red / Best 5 heads—Maranoa Trophy



Stags must not be chosen from Sire stags (Must be from commercial velvetters)

Class 7 :
Open



Overall Winner

Class 8 :
Hard Antler—Shane Quinn Alpine Hunting NZ



Antler from stags of any age, grown in Hawkes Bay

Conditions of Entry:

· All velvet entered must have been grown by a HBDFA Branch member in Hawkes Bay.

· All velvet must have ID tags, the competition class to be entered and instructions for the destiny of the velvet after the competition (ie. to be sold or to go on to the North Island Velvet Competitions, or owner to collect.)

· Each head is only eligible for the class nominated.  A head cannot be entered into more than one class.

· Hard antler class for 2002 open to any locally grown head grown in any previous year.  Maximum two heads per owner/ farm.  Please supply coronet and inside span measurements if recorded.

· Entries can be delivered to your local Wrightson Branch by no later than noon Wednesday 20th November 2002 or at Wrightson Velvet Whakatu Coolstores by noon Friday 22nd November 2002.  Judging commences 1.00pm; Velvet viewing 4.00-5.00pm.

The indications are that the market should commence at similar levels to where it finished last season.  But as we all know the velvet market does not always do what we think.  There are low stocks in NZ and Hong Kong and the Korean economy is stronger than it has been for about two years.

There is a worry that with the lower price for venison this year 2yr olds may be kept for velvetting.  If there is a large increase in this velvet then there could be pressure on the market later in the season.

Philip Irwin

Last season we had a 1% lift in the amount of damaged velvet coming through the grading centres.  Some of this increase can be attributed to the buyers demands wanting sticks to be completely clean, especially in the most expensive grades.

In the last three years there has been a continuing trend of increased damage.  It is costly to you the producer as the damaged grades on average are penalised around $30 per kilo.

Check your yards and sheds before velveting, cuts and nicks can be very expensive.

We are hoping the season goes well for us all.

Philip Irwin

This important local initiative is still on the go.  While a national benchmarking project is underway now, utilising some of the RWDPP experience by involving Roy Fraser and Ian Walker, the local project continues with a few changes.

Matt Holden has accepted the chairmanship role with the “retirement” of John Spiers.

With a couple of group members withdrawing recently, additional farms have been included in

the group adding some new ideas and perspectives.

So the project continues after a recent “quiet” time—expect to hear more in future.

Important information for velveters and venison finishers who remove spikes prior to slaughter!

Recently the National Velveting Standards Body (NVSB) outlined changes to the velvet removal programme.  These included new penalties for failure to meet the annual requirements which include:

1. Payment of the annual fee no later than the 20th November.

2. Completion of a supervised vet visit by the 15th December.

3. Completion of the drugs record by the 31st March—this also requires velvetter to record all returned drugs at the end of the season.

Failure to complete any of these three procedures will result in suspension the following season.  This would require your vet to undertake velvet removal the following year before readmittance two seasons later and only after a supervised visit.

Venison finishers are required to remove velvet spikes prior to transport.  There are various methods to achieve this including the rubber ring system introduced a couple of years ago.

Following two convictions last year the MAF Animal Welfare Inforcement Unit have signalled their intention to undertake random audits of D.S.P’s on yearling stags delivered for slaughter.

If you have any concerns regarding meeting any of the programme requirements please contact either myself, Ian Walker or Sue Lindsay at Deer Industry New Zealand telephone (04) 381-6014.

In summary, please remember that velvet is an important and profitable part of our industry, its removal programme is a privilege not a right, so lets make sure we do it right everytime.

John Spiers

N.V.S.B. Committee Member (06) 855-8007

For New Zealand to be able to export deer products, we rely on our ability to prove to the rest of the world that we do not have chronic wasting disease (CWD), a serious disease of deer and elk in farmed and feral deer in North America, and that we would be able to detect it if it occurred here. 

Early detection of CWD, if it occurred in New Zealand, would be essential for eradication to be successful. 

Farmers and veterinarians are usually the first people to notice when an animal becomes sick and they play an essential role in New Zealand’s exotic animal disease surveillance. 

It is vitally important to be aware of the signs of CWD and immediately report any suspected case to the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry’s Exotic Disease and Pests Diseases Hotline on 0800 80 99 66.  

What to look for

CWD is one of a group of brain wasting diseases called transmissible spongiform encephalopathies (TSEs). 

Unlike BSE (bovine spongiform encephalopathy or “mad cow disease”), CWD can be transmitted from animal to animal and can spread through a herd.  There is also a risk of spreading TSEs through feeding ruminant protein to ruminants.  This practice is banned in New Zealand and many other countries.

CWD is characterised by a loss of body condition and changes in behaviour in affected deer or elk. 

Animals may become anti-social and difficult to handle.  They may show repetitive behaviours such as pacing, sleepiness or depression, or may carry their head and ears lowered.  

In later stages many animals drink and urinate excessively, lose their coordination, drool and slobber profusely and have difficulty swallowing.  Death is inevitable.

However, sometimes signs are not so obvious and it is not uncommon to see cases of older animals in excellent condition losing weight quite suddenly, not responding to treatment, and dying from pneumonia caused by inhaling food or cud.

Most cases of CWD are in animals three to seven years old, although the disease has been seen in animals as young as 17 months and as old as 15 years. The length of time the animals are sick may vary from a few days to a year, with most surviving for only a few months. Occasionally sudden death may occur.   

Diagnosis of CWD

A definite diagnosis can only be obtained from samples sent to a veterinary diagnostic laboratory.  There is no reliable blood test, and diagnosis requires samples of brain, which can only be taken from a dead animal.

If a veterinarian is unable to confirm that signs are due to another cause, then the animal should be euthanased and brain samples taken to ensure that the disease is not CWD.  MAF pays for laboratory testing in these cases.

Remember  

· All TSEs are notifiable under the Biosecurity Act 1993.  Any person suspecting a TSE in an animal in New Zealand must notify MAF.  The Biosecurity Act 1993 provides for very heavy penalties (up to $200,000 and up to 5 years prison) for failure to notify. 

· The possibility of CWD should be considered in deer of any species or elk that show signs of wasting, nervous disease or acute pneumonia.

· If you suspect CWD, contact the MAF exotic pest and disease hotline 0800 80 9966 immediately.

· Feeding of ruminant protein, such as meat and bone meal, to ruminants (including deer) is banned.  There are heavy penalties for non-compliance.

The Game Industry Board has established a $30,000 fund to encourage farmers to call out a vet to take samples from animals that die (or will die) on farm with specified symptoms for the purposes of ruling out CWD.  

It is intended that $100 will be paid to farmers for each vet call-out.  The fund will be limited to 300 call-outs in the first year and will be reassessed for future years.

More details will be made available in Deer Industry News next month.  This will detail when the funding is available and how to collect it.  Please contact M J Loza (Phone (04) 381-6012, mj.loza@nzgib.org.nz) for more information.

Have you paid your voluntary DFA subscription?  If not, please do so soon.

NZDFA has not gone away and the branch structure is here to stay.  NZDFA and the branches allow you a voice on key industry issues, provide industry and local information through publications such as Stagline and the branch newsletters and support field days, dinners and velvet competitions.   Half of your $30 subscription goes to the local branch.

Nov 22
-
HBDFA Annual Dinner and Velvet Competition

Nov 29
-
North Island Velvet Competition, Hamilton



- 
Waikato/ BOP stag walk

Dec 14
-
Wairarapa DFA Branch Day

Dec 20
-
Maranoa Sire Stag Sale, (John & Marie Spiers), Takapau, 1.30pm

Jan 9
-
West Bush Deer Stud Sale, Masterton



-
Rodway Park, Masterton

Note:
Skagen Deer (Clint & Shelley Thomsen) and Tiamaha Deer (Tim & Mary Hope) have private sales.

There will be a Field Day at Brian and Brigitte Richards (winner of the Environmental Award) located by the Kaipara Harbour.  This is timed to coincide with the first Americas Cup race.  The branch will look at putting a bus on to go up and see this stunning farm if there is interest from the branch.

Date 15th Feb 2003.  Ring Tim Aitken (06) 856-5522.
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D & J STEPHENSON L.T.D. DEER TRANSPORT

16a Tamumu Rd, Waipawa
Accredited Specialists in Deer Cartage and Cartage of All Livestock

Pho:    (06)   8578406                                   Robert (mobile):  025  427574

Fax:    (06)   8578409                                    Don    (mobile):  025  481641
Committed supporters of Hawkes Bay Deer Farmers

Sponsors of North Island, National and Local Velvet Competitions

Major sponsor of Hawkes Bay Deer Development Group

For all your deer requirements NATIONWIDE

Please contact :
Brian McKinnel
(06) 877 2437 or
(025) 432 124




Philip Irwin 
(06) 844 4100 or
(027) 493 3763

Committed to the health of the deer industry of Hawkes Bay
52 YEARS OF CARE
43 Takapau Road, WAIPUKURAU





858 9060

801w Heretaunga Street, HASTINGS




876 7001
CENTRAL HAWKES BAY ACCREDITED DEER TRANSPORT

Les and Chris Bushett
Ph: 06 8588401       Les: 025 444300       Chris: 025 438173
Are you getting the best price possible for your

VELVET

VENISON

LIVE SALES
to find out please phone me

PAUL LAMPP  06 8343434 OR 025 426477
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