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2 Key Grading Guideline Principles Re-endorsed:
• Matching like velvet with like velvet
• Grading velvet according to market requirements
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CHANGES TO GRADING GUIDELINES FOR THE 2004/05 SEASON
Reported by the Velvet Grading Guideline Review Committee (VGRC).  The VGRC comprises representatives from producers, velvet
processor/exporters, pools, road buyers and a researcher. The group annually considers submissions from industry on proposed changes to
the grading guidelines.

IN BRIEF (MORE DETAILS OVERLEAF):
The Velvet Grading Guideline Review Committee (VGRC) met on 12 July 2004 and agreed the following clarification of the Super A grade:

GRADE COMMENT

SA Premium SA specifications; 2 basal tynes, good conformation (see below)

SA 1 SA specifications; 1 basal tyne

SA 2 SA specifications; 2 basal tynes; conformation does not meet SA Premium (see below)

SA LT Existing SA LT specifications

• SA specifications are:

• Minimum weight 1.8 kgs

• Circumference > 18cm

• Maximum top length equivalent to circumference

• Good conformation means NO:

• Bifurcation (splitting or dividing) of tynes • Snags  and basal hangers

• Dimples • Non symmetrical aspects within a stick

• Excessive bez tyne lengths • Height and positioning of bez tynes

• Weak bez or trez tynes

• The SA Premium name relates specifically to a specific style of velvet required by the Taiwanese market. Other markets value other
grades and styles of velvet, eg A,B,C Korean Mix for Korean pharmaceutical use, or well cut regrowth (RG) for the Chinese market.

• SA1 LT and SA2 LT have been combined into a single grade  simply called SA LT.

• The VGRC decided against making wholesale changes to the grading guidelines. In their combined view, the guidelines continue to serve
the specific purpose of combining velvet styles and dimensions (like with like) based on market needs.

• The VGRC recommended that a new grading guidelines poster be produced during the 2004/05 velvet season.

• The VGRC recommended a communication programme for producers that shows the effective yield differences following processing
between S, M and LT velvet be developed. This will be produced during the 2004/05 velvet season and consist of explanations and
photographs of frozen and processed product.
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