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Velvet
wn

okonuis targetted ==

another $30 a kilogram at
the first South Island
commercial velvet poel

| for Tb control A

The first Wrightson vel-

vet pool last gwk s:lald at

frricl i iti . rices one-third lower

. jor feral animal Th control pro- Mr Butcher said any additional control work would P , :

| A m:]_m ‘the Hokonui hills has receiI:'ed depend on the outcome of surveys of the feral afnunatl gillaéﬂ $a5 latf;t g‘l’-‘sa"g"ef&eniﬁg

funding approval from the Animal Health population in the region and on the results of post- e .
mortems of killed animals. ] = il )

Board. | o, - : 1 The control programme will attack feral possums, The top price paid in

I MAF senior livestock officer Brian Butcher said deer and pigs with 1080 carrots, pellets and/or jam ~ the first sale of this

; v the board had provided the $750,000 needed: paste, spread by both ground parties and fixed wing season was $210.50 a

: < pas P ar :
for a two vear initial control programme, scheduled to  aircraft. | kilogram for Al medium
start in May 1992. : “MAF and the Southland Regional Council, which grade. .
MAF currently has nine beef cattle herds and eight will carry out the work through its contractor the Wrightson South Island
deer herds in the Hokonuis on movement control as a Southland District Council, will be combining in a velvet pool,_ manager
result of bovine Th outbreaks. large public reldtions eampaign to notify landowners Russell Henderson said
“Th has been identified in feral possums, feral deer in the Hokenui region and the general public of the the market had looked
" and pies throughout the Hokonuis.” he said: need for the control programme,” Mr Butcher said. fragile, .with Korean
P AR TR : . “The co-opertaion so far from landowners has been buyers saying prices were

' Because of the growing incidence of Th being spread o ooljont ™ : $56 high.
to domestic farm animals, control measures had to be . I-'Iowever, Bt asgHoreS
taken. b i ! ful prices would steady at

“Sputhland has been selected by the Animal Health " the present level.

" Board for a reasonable amount of finance as, together u - brloes had sstarialiar
with coastal mid Canterbury it has been identified as 7 S very high levels at the
an area in which Tb eradication 1s feasible.” . = DeerSer o 1] S of last seatolMEL
- The funds have been allocated for the 1991-92 July kﬁ .m,wm;_,, NI had then gone down.
financial year. VELVET POOL ' . Thirteen tenders had

The control programme will be undertaken in two PROVISIONAL RESULTS been received for the
The western and eastern :(li!ds th theﬁ]&gkonuis of | SOUTH ISLAND POOL 1 ; tS}(l)uthhlzlr:{)nd pool, . 'at?ld
some 13,500ha, will be targetted in the first year to Al 175.65] : ere had been very little
prevent “the geographical spread” of the disease §A2 2hlwlee, 179.19 : price difference between

putwards into adjoining farmland. Al Long 180.50 the tenders, he said.
The Department of Conservation has agreed to Al Medium 200.10 Demand for super A
vide the finance needed to treat the Croydon Bush . Al Short 200.10 grade velvet had been

| area on the eastern edge of the Hokonuis. A2 Long 160.75 poor in both sales.

" A further estimated 35,000ha of the central Hokonui : e e The South Island pool
nills is destined for control in the 1992-93 financial - contained six tonnes of

, = Bl Long 145.05 velvet.

i ] g% Ig/{‘e;irium };g'%g Demand for B grade
' I B2 Long 135.05 - velvet, a major com-
B2 Medium 136.10 ponent of the sale, was
: ° B2 Short 150.20 disappointing. '
e Anau farmer fined &z & e
C1 Medium 130.55 bﬁtweetn $1%5 and $1gf9 fog
C1 Short 122.00 about two tonnes offere
- 26 /Y ) |C2 Long 124.55 this week, compared with
f t ° C2 Medium 123.65 $180 and $181 last week.
I l ‘ l C2 Short 105.65 Al short and medium
D 15| from $210 last week to
CHRISTCHURCH said they had been shooting further up Dt byt | $200 this week.— NZPA
} A Te Anau deer farmer has been fined Aséllfy River and left three deer on a 'OG1 Overgrown 121.10 = - —
$750 in the Christchurch District Court 52 dle on the farmer’s property. : 0G2 Overgrown 11339
for shooting deer from a helicopter in ~ Wilks said the farmer jumped to the TW1 Taiwanese 145.00
the Lees Valley in November. wrong "conclusions. He said he drove TW2 Taiwanese 180.99
A . 1 - L Vall . TW3 Taiwanese 110.05
Michael Lewis Wilks was found guilty ione into Lees Valley to shoot deer to TW4 Taiwanese 109.50
| of breaching the Wild Animals Control heIP towards the cost of hiring the Spiker 1 105.89
Act. He was fined $750 and ordered to elicopter. Spiker 2 91.15
pay $1250 towards the Department of  The helicopter was used to fly to RG1 Regrowth 21.00
Conservation’s costs of investigating the Oxford to assist the pilot repair a house RG2 Regrowth 21.00
e for sale. - RG3 Regrowth 21.00
8 D1 Damaged 105,65
i &E gourt was told that Wilks hired a Judge David Holderness said he was D2 Damaged 86.10
licopter, saying he wanted it for a prepared to accept that Wilks was not 'ﬁjluﬁacgugng ﬁ)gg '
ishing trip in Nelson and W t i jally. I ard Horn !
fi 1rip in Nels est Coast operatlr%g commer?lally o i Horn T
ey He did not think the defendant’s Shot 1 50.65
# Later log book entries showed it had explanation was credible and Wilks's Shot 2 35.00
been used in the Oxford and Lake subsequent action was a result of his Inquiries
Bumner areas. . appreciation that an illegal hunting trip John Fogarty (03) 214-4653
\ A Lees Valley farmer giving evidence 1ad been discovered. fiE=iantDupgacilpes (812
Said Wilks and the pilot landed near his  The judge said he took into account ' 15898

farmhouse seeking fuel for the helicop- - while sentencing Wilks’s stretched = A

ter. Wilks, who had blood on his hands, financial circumstances. — NZPA " DEER FARMERS .

PARK TRADING CO
Sell Your Velvet To Us
Top Prices Paid '
Accredited GIB Buyer

PHONE: Murray McWhirter, Field Manager
(03) 225-5808 !

Bruge McGregor (03) 446-8481 '
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Health

The recent death of 20
hinds in Southland has
highlighted the import-
ance of giving animals
fresh water daily.

The MAF Invermay
Animal Health Labora-
tory had a case recently
where 20 hinds from a
mob of 70 were found
dead, although their
calves seemed normal.

A ‘water trough in their
paddock was dry, possibly
for as long as three days,
and because there was no
other obvious cause of
death, lab staff concluded
water deprivation seemed
likely.

Dehydration can hap-
pen easily over summer,
particulariy if the pasture
is dry, .so it is essential
farmers check water
troughs every day.

“All animals must have
access to water, particu-
- larly mothers suckling
their young.”

Velvet Scabs
Every year, the Animal

(S !3
Health lab examines’out-
breaks of scabs on velvet,

and this year was no ex-
ception.

All of a mob of two-
year-old stags in one case
had scabs on their velvet,
and some even had them
extended over the muzzle,
and the head, and had
swollen eyes.

The problem, was
parapoxvirus infection,
which is similar toseabbiy
mouth in sheep, and
while it isn’t fatal, it doies
downgrade the quality of
velvet. L

Thistles in paddoclks
are known to spread the
infection.

It is reasonably ccim-
mon to see stags thrash-
ing their growing antlers
in long grass and on
prickly thistle stems.

Thistles seem to sprread
the parapoxvirus in:fec-
tion, and &t._can easily be
passes -ofl from one stag
to another. i

Farmers " should be

ems in
O

aware they run the risk of
downgrading their velvel
quality by grazing stzcs
in thistle-choked -
docks.

It is suggested velvert
stags be put in paddocks
with few thistles to
minimize this visk, or
thistles should be topped.
_Copper
" Lab staff are urging
Otago and Southland deer
farmers to check for cop-

deer

deficiencies in their?
wals. -

Pwelve out of 14 liver
samples taken from deer =
ecently, under the
Optigrow system, showed
copper deficiencies. *

A lack of copper can
cause bone andjoint prob- .
lems in young deer, and
nervous disorders in the .
brain and spinal: cord of *
yearlings. It may also af*

Inexper;%éced chef's

threaten venison

OAMARU

Be wary of inexperi-
enced New Zealand chefs,
Malcolm Linn of venison
meat processors Fortex
Group has warned deer
farmers.

An inexperienced chef
invariably ruined ven-
ison, Mr Linn, Fortex’s
general manager (market-
ing) recently told the
South Canterbury-North
Otago branch of the Deer
Farmers’ Association in
Timaru.

Mr Linn was asked why
more venison was not on
the local market. He said
venison was a special
meat, low in fat.

“Invariably the inex-
perienced chef ruins the
meat. We would be con-
cerned to be selling it and
pushing it through re-
tailers here and falling
flat on our face,” Mr Linn
said.

Fortex had targeted
sales through restaurants
so people were in_tg(_)duced
to venison properly and
chefs were then ‘able to
prepare and sggy’ie the
meat perfectly, Mr Linn
sa,i'd._ (i

There ha-ﬁ_':z, been

&"

“tremendous success’’ on
the domestic scene, with
400 restaurants taking
fresh farm produced ven-
ison weekly, he added: "

Fortex was starting to
look at specialty food
stores to sell farm-raised !
venison and begin net-
working it through other |
stores, he said.

Mr Linn said the pri-
ority for the industry was
to formulate a strategic
marketing ‘plan for farm
venison frem New Zea-
land. o

His company was pre-
pared to give total sup-
port to a ‘‘champagne”
marketing process.

The product overseas
had to retain a truly New
Zealand image and the
objective had to be to
produce a high quality
range of venison prod-
ucts.

New Zealand needed to
have more venison in
places like the Harrods
foodhall in London “and
a more concerted effort to
see we’re a stronger pres-
ence at the higher end of
the market,” Mr Linn
said.

Mr Linn said there had

1y

been a 50 percent increase
in the Fortex kill since
last November and the
group planned to increase
its plant at Seafield,
Ashburton, by the end of
the year. — NZPA
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TENDER

CONTROL

eight hours of search
destroy  operations

Northern Southland.

Pilot must be experienced in|'

wild animal control.

Operations to be carried out
at short notice from Te
Anau or Hollyford when
con-
ditions prevail. Shooter will

optimum weather

be provided by DOC.

Milford or Hollyford.

Tenders close with Regional
Conservator, Department of
Conservation, PO Box 743,
Invercargill at 1pm on Tues-

day, June 4, 1991.

{ HELICOPTER, CHAMOIS

Tenders are invited from
helicopter operators to pro-
vide an| aircraft for up to

chamois control over moun-
tain lands of Fiordland and |

Tenderers to state aircraft
type, hourly rate and detail
pilot’s experience on wild
animal operations. Lowest
hourly rate may not necess-
arily be successful. Charter
price to be from Te Anau,

CONSERVATION
' TE PAPA ATAWHAI

and
on

K A Mawhinney
REGIONAL
CONSERVATOR

28876

fect deer growth: <
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EC rules
threaten
venison

| By Hildred Cartisle |

New Zealand deer farmers could suffer un-
der European Commurity laws which out-
law the velveting of stags — their venison

\ .could be banned.

New EC animal welfare legislation is bindin
only on its 12 members states but also on céugtnl?g
exporiing to Europe. Of those 12 mermber states, last
year five imported New Zealand venison including Ger-
many which is by far our largast single importer. In
total those five countries took 53 per cent of New
Zealand venison exports, worth $20.9 million with Ger-
ma%a t.itkimg !‘!zf per cent or §17.3 million.
evel of import could, in fact, save deer, farm-
ers for the time'being because while Europe cairgt
satisfy demand for venison from within authorities are
unlikely to invoke the legislation. However, it is possi-
ble that animal rights campaigners could create so
much public outrage at our velveting that the authori-
ties S::ould ;ble forced to impose a ban.
me velvel is actually produced by European deer
(hey a0 samgered ot & as Bt e St
’Duhaf\rest&d. no objection to that velvet
. Donald Broom, professor of animal welfare at X
bridge University, suggests that is what we sboul%andlo
here if we want to put ourselves heyond the threat of a
European ban. But that suggestion is at complete vari-
ance with the recommendations made by a special
sgbu:omg::ttee of the New Zealand Animal glel{are Ad-
visory Committee (AWAC) which i presenta-
hve;'hog the deer méu.stryc} i i
subcommittee decided unanimously that a code
of conduct for the removal of antlers ias re?[ujmd
largely because it was appreciated that on grounds of
welfare alone it is necessary to remove the antlers of
farmed deer to prevent injury both to deer and to their
handlers. Quite apart from commercial considerations
related to the sale of velvet, the subcommittee decided
that the most appropriate time to remove antlers is
;vrt:n mt&ey u;ére in the velvet because when the antlers
ol stag Is very much more aggressive and
Interestingly when the New Zealand Veterinary As-
glactgt: gaq?t:ggyed its dmembers about ve.lvetig 9
i considered i (
P o it necessary for safety
The AWAC subcommittee also recomme:
desjr with antlers should not be transported ndmedmthz::
go uﬁ:aﬁsu]t In severe damage or even the deaths of the
In Europe deer farming is only in its infancy and
there are, apparently, moves afoot for deer to I;Fykil.led
on farms rather than in abattoirs. This would certainly
overcome the difficulty of transporting deer with ant-
lers but there still remains the question of welfare
when farming deer with antlers on would mean that for
draumc(l;ifn lghevyet:r_ they would be unable o be yarded for
, veterina i i
AN Ty intervention or, indeed, any rea-
Professor Broom said the Europeans are i
that their animal welfare laws shopeu?d be h:sgﬁmnu:
ﬁﬁhmmommr mel?nﬁtc data; so obviously what is
able evid $ Dhoes oﬁerl?éd -‘.? animal welfare go irrefut-
Without such evidence the $20 million and growing

| export industry is at risk,

e e LT I
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Don’t brush with

R TR AN

REC, says Broom

Some common farming

* practices in New Zealand
may have to be changed or
the European Community
could have grounds for ban-
ping our primary produce.
That was the clear message of

.. Donald Broom, professor of animal.

welfare at Cambridge University,
in his Ron Kilgour Memorial Lec-
ture at MAF Ruakura Agricultural
Centre during February.

“The (European) Community al-
ready has a number of laws govern-
ing animal welfare and there are
more already passed by the Euro-
pean Parllament and just walting
for the assent of the Council of Min-
isters before they also become
efective.

“The unportant point for New
Zealand is that these laws are not
ouly binding on all the 12 EC mem-
ber countries but also on those
countries which export to the Com-
munity in compeuhon with Europe-
an producers,” he said.

“So if a certain practice is out-
lawed in Europe, goods from a

country using that practice could be -

. banned straight’away. The obvious
example which most people have
. heard of is the banning of American
meat in the Community because the
United States uses growth

promotants which are outlawed in
the Community.”

European regulations WhLCh
could affect New Zealand farming
- practices are:

e

By Hildred Carlisle ]

® It is illegal to dock cows’
tails:

® No calf under seven-days-old
may be transported unless with its
mother.

@ Disbudding of calves must be
done before the calf is seven-days-
old, or an anaesthetic must be ad-
ministered under vet supervision.

@® Lambs must be docked and
castrated within seven days too, or
again, anaesthetic must be adminis-
tered under the supervision of a
veterinary surgeon.

@ The velveting of stags is ille-
gal, although the velvet from a stag
that happens to be in the velvet
when it is slaughtered can be
harvested.

Professor Broom makes the
point that even if the authorities or
the farmers don’t try to ban the
import of New Zealand goods pro-
duced in contravention of Eurépean
law, consumers may be induced to
do so by animal welfare groups.

“The image of New Zealand is
one of a clean, green country with
contented, well-fed animals grazing
on lush pasture all the year round.
It’s an image that New Zealand has
worked hard to produce, and it's
widely accepted and believed but it
was very severely damaged when
more than 9000 New Zealand sheep
died aboard the Cormo Express on
the wa

to the Middle East. That -
incident made people wonder if the

Professor Donald Broom

image was just a facade and New
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GORE

THURSDAY, JUNE 13
COMMENCING lpm

2 Wrightson

WRIGHTSON Gore will offer on account of:

M/s L D & A K Th:
ACCREDITED ayer, Merino Downs

10 — Rising 1st FAWNERS

12 — Rising 2nd FAWNERS

(Run with “Walter”

Rism 4 year % German stag - 252kg

vy Walter Somm «“ »
,ng Ric %) erville’s chk son of

MsHD&RD G
ACCREDITED _royne, Knapdale

30 — Rising 2nd FAWNERS

(Hinds from “M: “ ”
blood lince. araroa” and “Willowvale

Run with “Willowvale Shultz” % Germ St
Mr J C McChlery, Ferndale 8
ITED
5’/6/* l
20 — Weaner STAGS
(Warnham bloodlines)

ACCRED!
M/sPR &S G B i
p éCRMD runsden, Waimumu

35 — Rising 2nd FAWNERS
Mr T A J Jeffrey, W
ACCREDITED YAfenicusiy
13 — Red Weaner STAGS

6 — Red Weaner HINDS
MrRJ Chrlstle Gl
ACCREDIT! T

|15 — Weaner, STAGS

, soummn
! -krb: 4@' ; | FARMERS

SDUM FARMERS will offer on account of:
G_ &a? A eopland Mataura .

Zealanders were actually prepared | 15 ) x Weaner HINDS

to inflict appalling suffering on Rivercrest Deer F
their animals for the sake of a few 2 Test plus salg tegm Ko

bob.

“As a result of that episode a 45—

number of people — and I have no
idea how many — decided they
would no longer eat New Zealand
produce. And I can tell you that if

45 — Weaner HINDS

Weaner STAGS

I W & E M Miller, Wai
ACCREDITED U
12 — M/A Red HINDS

A E Waters, Pyramid
ACCREDITED

pictures of four-day-old bobby 10— M/A Red HINDS

calves in their roadside pens or be-
ing loaded on to trucks were shown

04393

in Europe there would he wide-
spread outrage.”

(Footnote: The Ron Kilgour Me-
morial Lecture is an annual event
which commemorates the contribu-
tion to New Zealand farming of ani-
mal behaviour scientist Dr Ron
Kilgour who was killed in- 2 road
accident almost three years ago.)

deer scientist

joins InVérmay team

Invermay has % new
‘deer scientist, who hopes
to find what causes one of
the most mysterious
ailments in New Zealand
deer — fading elk syn-
Imm
Dr Ken Waldrup has
‘come to MAF Invermay
‘from Texas A and M Uni-
e on a one to two-
" year-long fellowship and
" is looking forward to the

enge of finding out
ore about this mysteri-

s syndrome, where
seemingly healthy elk
‘suddenly stop eating and
literally fade away.

- Dr Waldrup has been
working on blood para-
sites and immunology in
white-tailed deer and elk
Texas but has also
ed with moose in
ka and operated his
pm-ate veterinary
actice in Missouri.

' Although fading elk

By CLAIRE GRANT, Journalist Invermay

syndrome does not affect
American deer, Dr
Waldrup has already
learned it is a major prob-
lem in New Zealand, and
farmers are keen to find
out how to avoid it.

However, he said com-
ing up with a cure, or a
vaccine, would not be
easy.

To start with he said,
several .Invermay deer
scientists had already
touched on the problem
during their research.

“New Zealand is by far
world leader in deer re-
search, so if these highly
intelligent scientists
couldn’t find the cause of
the problem straight off,
it’s not going to be easy.”

He is convinced there
are multiple causes of
fading elk syndrome and
he will start his research
by looking at the various
treatments that are al-

ready being prescribed
for deer with the prcb-
lem.

The syndrome has been
associated with copper
deficiencies, so sup-
plements are often given
as a treatment, with vary-
ing degrees of success.

There has also been
suggestions the problem
is linked to parasites, ‘so
Dr Waldrup will be
investigating that possi-
bility.

“It’s not a simple prob-
lem, like just getting a bug
that runs its course. It’s a
complex problem that
may relate fo a number of
causes, rather than one."”

Dr Waldrup plans to set
up trials with wapiti on
the Invermay deer farm
to study parasite control
and copper deficiencies,
and he is also hoping to
talk with wapiti deer far-
mers and vets in the re-

gion, to get feedback for
them on possible treat-
ment options.

He is interested in what
triggers the metabolic de-
cline in deer, and wants to
study the metabolic path-
ways related'ta that.

There is no doubt Dr
Waldrup has a challenge
in front of him, but he is
keen to investigate every
possibility at this stage in
his search for the cause of
fading elk syndrome.

“Even if we end up
following the wrong path,
at least we can discount
another possibility, and
we’re still making prog-
ress.”

In the meantime, he is
reading up on all that has
been written about the
syndrome, -and is also
planning fo make the
mﬁsﬁ u{' the south’s out-
in his

» ue* — - &

STOCK AGENTS ASSOCIATION
CHARLTON DEER SALE

MOH‘]'A!IA DEER FARM

Alc C J & P G Jowers
ASHBURTON

ANNUAL ON-FARM SALE
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 1991
COMMENCING AT 1.30pm

WEANERS
' Hinds and Stags — Hungarian and NZ Red
20 MONTHS
1st Cross Hungarian Hinds — to Pure

' Hungarian Sire -
' NZ Red Hinds to Hungarian Sires

IﬂXED AGE HINDS
NZ Red Hinds to Top Montana Sires

ALL ADULT FEMALES CARRY A POSITIVE
~ PREGNANCY TEST

' Tb ACCREDITED HERD NO P82344 PLUS
SALE TEST

All Inquiries’
‘Z/élq, Please Contact
_Ron Case
Phone (03) 597-558
Jon McAuliffe
Phone (03) 308-4089
or
Colin Jowers (Vendor-Ashburton)
Phone (03) 302-4816
PYNE GOULD GUINNESS LTD
AUCTIONEERS
ASHBURTON

04151
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‘Flood of deer at
- killing plants =+

By GAIL GOODGER
Southland deer farmers face long waiting lists to get animals killed for the ,_ﬁr'stl-‘

o> Hu;}'.

time in the industry’s history, according to the Deer Farmers Association.

A drop in prices for live deer
and velvet meant many farmers
were scrambling to kill deer,
Southland Deer Farmers Associ-
ation president David Stevens
sdid.

“] don’t know if it’s panic or
what it is,” he said.

Some farmers were obviously
concerned about balancing their
books and the chilled venison
market was providing an incen-
tive to kill.

One Southland plant was of-
fering $5 minimum and $6 maxi-
mum a kilogram for venison.

The flood of animals is placing
pressure on the only two venison
processing plants in Southland
—_ Game Foods New Zealand Ltd,
at Kennington, and the Venison
New Zealand Co-operative Ltd, at
Mossburn.

Co-operative manager Ian
Stewart said the company had
been holding a shareholders’
drive for the past three weeks
and money raised would prob-
ably go towards expanding the
plant.

So far about 50 people from
Southland and southern Otago
had shown an interest in becom-
ing shareholders, which in-
cluded preferential stock Killing.

Killing space was fully booked
until about the end of July or
mid-August.

“It’'s the first time in our
history we’ve had a waiting list,”
Mr Stewart said.

The plant was processing
about 550 animals a week, mostly
stags, including 100 wild deer.
Business usually slowed down
from August.

The killing boom was all right

to start with, but now had its
down side, Mr Stewart said.

Farmers were having to wait
so long it was probably affecting
their cash flow and with winter
near, they would be getting short
of feed for the deer.

“There’s probably a lot of un-
happy people out there.”

people on the waiting list and

The killing season would prob-
ably last for 12 months this year,
Mr Stewart said.

The flood of venison on to the
market did not seem to be cre-
ating problems so far.

“QOur marketing company is
getting rid of what we're doing at
the moment. It’'s working very
hard to make sure we do get rid
of it because that’s the last thing
you want is a stockpile,” he said.

A Game Foods spokesman
said killing space at its Kenning-
ton plant was booked up about
two months ahead for the first
time ever, when the Killing
season usually tailed-off towards
June.

The plant had been operating
at close tor its maximum
throughput of more than 90 ani-
mals a day since the season
started in November. It was now
killing mostly hinds.

The plant was originally de-
signed in 1985 to kill 32 deer

J/every second day but had been
But the plant could only. put * apes

ed to where ‘it was putt-
t 60 to 70 animals

work from the top.: N

ing al
_ through each day last year.

space meant poorer animals
were being sold live.

Whern velvet was fetching
about $280 a kilogram last year,
farmers kept the young stags but
now that prices had dropped to
about $130 a kilogram, they were
trying to gef rid of them along
with low-producing hinds.

The industry was expanding
and buyers were more selective
so live-deer prices had dropped,
making owners with top-line ani-
mals avoid sale days.

They feared the lower prices
would be used as a guideline, he
said.

Sale prices were not reflecting
true-values but it was a good sign
for the industry that so many
farmers were culling poorer
stock.

“It’s going to be a good tidy-up
actually,” he said. “The expan-
sion of the deer industry has
slowed down.” i

Rural sector finances were
tight, so not as many people were
diversifying into deer farming
and existing deer farmers had
built up their herds, he said.

| . So many deer ... Game Foods New Zealand Ltd plant manager Tangiariki Puki checks car
-©' Kennington plant. The only two deer processing plants in Southland are fully booked out meon
in the industry’s history.

Faws

Picture: JOHN HAWKINS

casses hanging in the chiller at the
ths in advance for the first time

Mr Stevens said lack of killing'
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_e Venlson

lot of money for
But a concerted education and

rewards as Americans come to
appreciate the nany different ways

m which. farm-mised venison can

tickle their tastebuds.

1t has even become quite trendy
in many upmarket establishments,
aided by its low cholesterol health
f and the dean, green image
of its country oforigin.

. ‘Misconceptions and prejudices
about ¥enison have been identified
and, as;sales figires indicate, suc-

" cessfully addresed in several key
areas in the US.

New Zealand farm raised venison
now dominates the US market,
accounting for 8 percent of the
venison eaten in America.

Market research showed New
Zealand exporters that 65 percent of
. Americans who had tried venison

once said they would never eat it
. again.
The reasons were clear.
~Most had eaten wild deer that
was not handled or cooked prop-

belief that venison
was too gly f}ifvoured for té}le
Ameri palste that it was tou,
and tlﬁcgm@mmg and difficult to
prepare.
The

found the miscon-

| eephonmm&n among chefs as
well as%he publie,

; Vemson exports to the US have
grown mgmfkanﬂy inrecent years,
fo 1990 and now accou

" around $NZ9 million aanuall‘.y; -

. Council spokesma

Coulombe describes

marketing camypaign by New Zea-
land exporters is now reaping rich

increasing by 44 percent from 1989 J

By SUZANNE POLLARD

as chilli, satay, Japanese sushi,
Chinese style or in more traditional
European presentations.

New Zealand chefs demonstrate
and discuss its merits at industry
fairs, cooking schools and any-
where else they can get the mess-
age across that farmed venison is
quick and easy to prepare in a huge
variety of ways, that its mild taste
is well suited to the American
palate, and its low fat content
ensures it is a healthy alternative
to other red meats.

Mr Coulombe, an American, says
the council learned from the early
mistakes of New Zealand lamb and
kiwifruit exporters and determined
to get their strategy right from the
outset.

“There are no second chances in
the US market, it’s too competitive.

“You can’t afford .to disappoint
people because of over-extending
yourself.

“You’ve got to.do things in a nice,
controlled way, a ‘do it right and
take your time’ way.”

Mr Coulombe says there is no
doubt that the words New Zealand
have contributed greatly to the
venison success story.

“New Zealand does have a mys-
tique here, its seen as a green and
beautiful place.”

Americans expect natural prod-
ucts from New Zealand.

“Advertising the fact it’s from
New Zealand also helps to reinforce
that it has not been shot behind the
restaurant.

“We always emphasize that it’s
New Zealand farm-raised venison.

“Just calling it venison would
mean it would be a non-seller.

“Calling it farm-raised venison
would help, always calling it New
Zealand farm-raised venison is the
bggt way to sell it.”

T ouncu s marketing strategy

Meed last year when ven-

bed on a popular

- M
e evisinn shew ; ?s “the red meat of

M_eanwhlle, in New Zealand, the
Game Industry Board plans to
launch a new venison image in
October, at a food fair in Germany.

-:-__

A merlcans ; learn to

{
¥

It will hinge on a new marketing
campaign 360 deer farmers at the
Ruakura Farmers Conference this
week were told is

At the Ruakura Farmers Confer-
ence yesterday 360 deer farmers
expected to give New Zealand ven-
ison a more marketable and unique
identity.

GIB marketing consultant Brian
Richards said all of New Zealand’s
five-year lead over deer farming
competitors overseas would be re-

quired to develop a psychological

premium for New Zealand venison.
“If all we do is produce farm-
raised venison, then all we will do

is slipstream the Canadians and
Americans,” he told the deer far- '

mers. “We need a definitive, lead-
ing edge. We have prime mover
status in venison, d‘ W we want
to tell the story our product
a story which ¢ copied.”

The new marketmg strategy and
product band is likely to take an-
other month or more to finalise:

In the US, Graham Brown, owner
and head chef of Christchurch’s
Scarborough Fare restaurant, has
worked with the New Zealand
Farm Raised Vension Council to
promote venison in the US.

He says chefs usually have a very
poor Dperception of venison until
they taste it.

But once they know how to cook
it they are usually sold on it and
keen to incorporate it in their menu
planning.

The fact that it is available all
year round is a big bonus for the
restaurant trade, he says.

Mark Mitchell, president of
Broadleaf Venison USA Inc which
has been selling New Zealand ven-
ison for three years, says conti-
nuity of supply has been one of the

most important factors in ensuring b
success for New Zealand exporters.

“You can’t afford to rest on your
laurels in this market.

“There can’t be any slowing, of
the momentum...with the pro-
duction end now geared up in New
Zealand, there’s a real need to keep

promoting it here and develop the .

market.” Mr Mitchell believes New
Zealand venison should continue to
be promoted largely to the restaur-
ant trade, rather than retail.

That way it could be well pres-
ented and its crucial topshelf im-
age kept intact. — NZPA

" Venison New Zealand

or

Followmg on from

}g awarde‘

“Venison is a premium

S

New Zealan

‘“‘Guaranteeing quality

eo-operatlve Lid is now
operating within the

‘Game Industry Board’s
. DeerMark programme.

In recognition of the
product quality achieved

the company at its
Hasﬁngs and Mossburn
. a special commem-
u-amve plague was pres-
ented to company rep-
resenfatives by the Game

' Board at Moss-
hurn last night.

The achievement is a
‘major milestone in the
' period of reorganization
undertaken by Venison
' New Zealand since it
bought the Mossburn
- plant in April 1989.

Since then wer agl-
vestment has made
in plant and substantial

inization of process-
ing standards under-
taken. .

achieving susbstantial
growth in exports, pro-
cessing at Mossburn has
increased by more than
100 percent in the past 12
months.

“In determining to en-
sure that all its plants
achieve.this full 1ISO stan-
dard acereditation, Ven-
ison New Zealand Co-
operative has been one of
the innovative pioneers in
the:- mdusdtry ” GIB gen-
eral manager Mike Pat-
terson said.

He further noted it was
pleasing to see that the
drive to reach higher
standards, which had

played such a vital part in_

developing the' venison

trade, were still there and

that the wmpany .

product and to maintain
and build our reputation

in international e

ket
places we must make siire

that the product meets
the demanding expec-
tations of the customer,”
Mr Patterson said.

is the key to our future
growth and it is highly
encouraging that indus-

" try members are making

this happen.”

-

23efs

. per - let alone handle them".

VENISON NZ CO-0P
LTD
MOSSBURN PLANT |
fre; INTAKE OF |

FERAL DEER '

Due to cmglu?rgements MAF ancl
overseas Teq S W
canonly accept feral deer at
the following times: .
Weekdays: Between néen
and 1pm
Saturdays: Mommgs up to
1lam
For Saturday mornmgs
please phone (03) 248-6441.
No on the : ﬁaymen:g
will be m put paymen
will be sent wiihm 7 days of
delivery. This‘will take ef
fect from May:20, 1991 until
further notice.
Thank you for yo‘r help in
this matter.
1D Stewart
Manager
MOSSBURN PLANT

17341

Tjolar
NO “VEIVE G 1991
Many thanks to the 141 (to
date) Deer Farmers who re-
plied to the May 25 adver«

fisement in the Southland
Times. Unfortunateiyay

ter has been received from =

the President of the

Zealand Deer Farmers’ As-#" =~

sociation writing on
of other vested interests
forbidding contractural vel-
veting or using the newly
developed acupuncture|
method for supplying or-|
ganiec drug free velvet
Therefore until the process
is evaluated it will not be
possible to proceed as
olanned. They once said not
50 long ago it was not poss-
‘ble to farm deer - “Remem-

The main reason we will not
liscuss this innovative
nethod as it is commer-
sially sensitive and already
:nough information - on
handling and other tech-
nology has left New Zea-
land, and is, and will, be
used against us. The de-
mand is there, the price is
right, the method is proven.
All comments should be di-
rected to Mr David Stevens, ||

Chairman,
Branch NZDFA, Co Ny
signator. \’

[3

—
e

Southland |j&«

02377 I‘ ‘L
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Game Industry Board member Bruce McKendry (left) presents the board’s quality assurance plaque to Vemson New Zealand Co-*
operatlve s chairman Nigel Gould (right) and the company’s Mossburn deer slaughter plant manager, Ian Stewart. !

Mossburn plant earns DeerMark

Achieving the deer in-

Thursday nlght .:»If."- '

s Q,:_éw?"“”k

d Q_su.&{fm r

The company’s direc-

dustry’s quality assur-
ance DeerMark was a sig-
nificant achievement,
Venison New Zealand Co-
operative Ltd chairman

The company was this
week' " granted the
DeerMark by the Game
Industry Board after a
two-year quality develop-
ment programme at its

tors and Mossburn plant
_staff celebrated achieving
the industry’s highest
a‘vyard with a social even-
I-mg:‘_and special venison-
_-based meal prepared by

Nigel Gould told the com-

pany’s Mossburn staff on Mossburn plant.

W

;t_.:_'.i:

e -
-, s

VENISON NEW ZEALAND S
SPRING SCHEDULE
ANNOUNCEMENT

. Venison New Zealand’s “New Spring” Venison Sched-
ule for week beginning July 29, 1991 for Hinds and

Invercarglll master chef
k. Graham Hawkes. 0

'); Congratulating the
 Mossburn staff for their
»efforts . Mr Gould noted
that. ,enlson New Zea-
land had achieved several
! m11e'§tones ~during the
! pastmw months. These
1ncluded the decision to

buy out the shares held
by  Wri htson, a move

Whlgmhq _'heTcom-

over}all

ons, and the
recent sh re issue which
oversub—

‘ &
was wbellil

Mossburn) is getting close
to capacity and we would

now like to see it remain
consistent throughout the
year.

“The plant’s product is
well respected and well
received in our overseas
markets.”

Game Industry Board
member Bruce McKen-
dry, in presenting the
award to plant manager
Ian Stewart, stressed the
increasing pressure bemg
placed on suppliers by

overseas consumers,
especially supermarket
chains, on consistent

product quality.

He said for Venison
New Zealand’s Mossburn
plant to achieve the
DeerMark was credit to
all members of the staff
who had taken the quality
assurance programme
seriously.

In addltlon to the plant
receiving J;the GIB
DeerMark award, all em-
ployees- Wwere presented

l'ki I A
with persona,lzed ce t1f1»
cates in recognmon 'oﬁ

programme. -

Company chalrran‘an :
Nigel Gould said yester.
day a dlgectors meeting in
Inverc?a'r,glll earlier in the
day had agreed that, be-
cause, of the increased
throughput at Mossburn,
a full’ review of options
for expansion would be
investigated.

Such options included
increased processing fa- S - J
cilities and expanding the oy \
chiller and freezer space: R i

“We expect it will in-
volve a significant capital

expenditure,” Mr Gould v
said. o7 4

“The expansion vnll;, F“
further improve ¢ the _‘"' 3

plant’s quality standards#
as well as: extendmg.?ca
pacity and will ensure
that we maintain our pos-
ition as' an industry
leader.” ¥

r,.]
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Stags Grading Prime =N W
\+ | 55kg — 64.9kg $4.50 k =
| 50kg — 54.9kg $4.30 n

| 45kg — 49.9kg $3.65 g
40kg — 44.9kg $2.70 :

AUGUST SLAUGHTER SPACE

: FOR ALL SUPPLIERS ;ﬂh j,-,r_ _ .
We have limited space available in August for both ¥ e
shareholders and non shareholders at our Hastings, - ;’

Fielding and Mossburn Plants, so take advantage of | T
our chilled market premiums and BOOK NOW. "C, I

Inquire about our special transport rates. ks
For bookings or further details contact your local’
VNZ Nominated Booking Agent or your local ¥NZ
Plant Booking Officer. For the contact number: of the
agent in.your area contact: oI
Venison New Zealand Deer Serv1ces .3
General Manager, Phil Caskefu
Office (06) 323-6018

l.)‘

Mobile (025) 422-451 a




HAMILTON

A Te Kowhai farmer
e eer’s head at a

};‘—-Ie‘_ tiIlg
"1 i
MacBride said. which a deer has strayed.

He also tabled a letter The monthly Waikato
from a Department of meeting of sub-provincial

r’s head tabled at

pastoral farms.

The consequences of Tb
spreading through cattle
herds could be the ban-

Conservation solicitor chairmen endorsed the k ) o
who gives farmers the .call from Mr MacBride ning of mﬁa': el)liport§d to A
legal go-ahead to shoot ferthe federation to push world marketSytigieacy ‘ B
deer t‘pund on their for firmer laws controll- Tb is ranked sixth on a T
properties. RS deer farm manage- list of the worst animal
il " ment to guard against ani- diseases in the world. —
Mr MacBride said 1 i : ;
5o th risks to other NZPA
g DOC’s legal opinion was mal health risk
chai that tagged or branded e : =3
e shot the stag on his deer that strayed from W 0 i Veni
; u‘ffﬂ preading tubercu- “_m:ay be re .+ .  Net vals ($/head) week beginning April 22, 1991 . -
Josis to his herd. animals ... - AL Mair  Venisl Nz  PPGS
Ry killed”.. L Game
“Straying deer are N : : \','D (A0 o oods
4 emerging as a significant The hurnter, however Grade! . Wegnt] - [ s‘sag .Hsf' ? .
. problem. It's a sensitive requires the approval of e o R = e 65
L, issue in our area,” Mr the owner of the land on AP 370 101 88 89 89 106
- o AP 420 ¢ 114 120 120 116 120
= = AP 470 165 163 163 183 168
o AP 52:0 222 217 217 219 209
o AP 570 243 240 240 240 229
l I AP 60-0 256 253 253 253 241
C a 1 C a al AP 65-0 277 274 274 274 261
| AP 70:0 295 292 295 295 281
P: . AP 750 316 305 301 224 301
Y. ﬁ' ° - AP 800 337 321 321 313 321
™\ : AP 900 371 353 353 353 362
! e lc er Cras AF1/AT 60-0 169 169 175 ;g;
: : L\ AF1/AT 800 225 193 193
AR h ‘ : AF2 70-0 162 166 120 141
. . | 5 e i 1
A fractured fuel line probably caused Evidenice indicated Mr Kane might
fédlu’re in a helicopter which have repaired a fuel pipe leak himself or T b
ed in Fiordland in December 1989, arranged for it to be done by . Eortex: AP grade for Stag and Hind (up to 35kg)
I3 it unappro\red repairers. 3 _152/kg; AP grades for Hind only (over 40kg) -10c/kg.
i mg ﬁ!‘* ]JﬁOf. the ﬁansmn g o - 0 > “Stag vatlues are shown, Hinds over 40kg are 10c/kg
A gation Commission says. The report found the ‘helicopter’s g
: e d 4‘2' died airworthiness certificatg;wa's ren(}ered
James A"n'g—‘%mi,nK;i%? dlzgr?d e onal invalid by the unsatisfactory repairs.
e ] _
atfli éﬁeﬁﬁ%mber 9. Mr Kane was on @ deer recovery NOTES:
. A A operation in the Cameron Mountain 1. The net venison prices shown above In dollars per head are
The commission said it seemed POOT  pange, near the head of Long Sound, aicultod aftor doduetiia the GIB levy. Transport to e atl= 1o
_repairs t0 fuel line led to a fatigue when his Hughes 300 suffered mecl}a?- be deducted. All advised per head premiums have been included.
4 r . L - tres n 1 e i Ll
fraCk whic would have been GifpiCTiEs=eat faiiiice e plunged e i 2. MAFQual inspection '(!:harges need also be deducted. They are
0 detect. the bush. ($ per head) Seafield §7, Venison NZ Mossburn §7, Kennington §7,
. Mair Hokitika $7.85.
= o ——t
DULE 25 ]e/% Venison ok
For week beginning July 1, 1981
22 4 91 Grade Weights  Fortex Mair Ven'ﬁazon PPCS/GameFoods
" -
1 o 5 ' kg 8/kg $/kg $/kg $/kg
- it . AP Hind  To 35 1.40 1.45 ; $
EXPORT SCHEDULE El'..." 7 b_’ AP H!nd 35-40 220 1.95 ;gg ;;g
FAT WEIGHT - *+.GROSS SXG Abring 5% 263 o5 %0 3%
Lim. ' s ! - { d 315
[ APt GR < =14mm 70.1 and.'agai} wd 1154,30_ QE :{ng i gggg 3.45 3.75 4,00 3.68
] AN T Vi g 3.4
GR < =12mm 501 to 700 “ 430, AP Stag 4580 58 o 3% et
GR < =10mm 451 to 500 ' % 385 AP Stag  50-55 3.55 375 4.05 368
i ! P A L Ty AP Stag 55-60 3155 3.80 4.10 3.68
, m (:fﬂﬂm 35",;0[(‘}?5‘450‘”1&,“ ot s 31(5) ﬁﬁ glag 60-65 3.55 3:80 4.10 3.68
AP5 GR <=10mm  up G 20 AP Sy G570 350 375 410 368
GR+10, 12, 14 Overlal 2.90 AP Stag 7580 350 36 400 37
GR+20mm Overfat 2.30 AP Stag - 80-85  3.50 3.60 400 3.75
tpoal  Damaged 220 : g, Em g Sl SL SR <
2'pri Damaged 1.70 AF1, AT r 70 275 24 X :
M 2 Primals ge . | Ak So70 298 7 2 580
| DOMESTIC SCHEDULE | « e
: 1.80 s CHANGES:

PG Prime Local Grade

Values now quoted in S/kg gross. GIB and MAF levies
to be deducted
1 1N » . FORTEX: Al AP grades over 35kg -10c/kg. 7
| VENISON NZ: Stag/Hind AP grades 40-45kg -10c;
45-65kg -15¢; over 65kg -30c/kg. Adult Stags -10c;
Adult Hinds reduced by up to 30c/kg.

ALLOW SCHEDULE on request :
BOOKINGS: Booking Officer (03) 230-4481 B/H 1 i %
| AH (03) 230-4771, FAX (03) 230-4410

|+ 7 Ansu — Owen Buckingham (03) 249-7180
: ral Southland — Tom May (03) 236-7035
tha — Geoff Grant (03) 418-3699

iel — Tim Armstrong (03) 489-3333
Your PPCS Drafter or your usual Livestock

NOTES:
1. The net venison prices shown above in dollars per kg carcass
weight. The GIB levy (28c/kg) needs to be deducted along with
 transport to works. -1
i 2. MAFQual inspection charges need also be deducted. They are
(% per head) Seafield $7, Venison NZ Mossburn $7, Kennington $7,
Mair Hokitika $7.85,

ing firm. vy
ut options * GFNZL 100%
+ PPCS 100% #* POOL 90%:

02617
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Deer fafmers have responded
with confidence to the recent
share issue by Venison New

. Zealand Co-operative
seribing more than the amount
forecast.

Venison New Zealand chair-
man Nigel Gould said yesterday

shareholders’ funds had in-

- creased by 65 percent in the past 5%” eholders:

— —. — o~ r ol
i: e by
n N7 well supported |
Wrigh hi |
. wrigntsons, the success of the credits. |
~ By JOHN CUTT 1ssue will enable the company to Shareholders will be asked at
e 3 confirm its plans to accelerate o company’s annual meeting in
Y sub- peen very encouraged by the the development of its Feilding September to approve a Signgiﬁ_
large numbers of farmers DSP into a full processing amen- cant increase in the company's |
participating in the issue.” ity. ; authorized capital, R
2 s This is expected to become iz [ issue i o
As a result of the share issue o | The success of the issueis a 4
the total number of farmer CP°Fative during the second half fy ther reaffirmation that 'man s
armer e a0o L lat many /
= : of 1992 and will significantly within the industry view' the K
\ : expand the company’s North rfuture with confidence;” " Mr |
: , Island processing capacity. Gould said. A

‘six months with more than! 180 t0 m

. $600,000 received

~ “Not only are directors Very
satisfied by the strong level of
support received under the pros-
bectus,” he said, “but they have

R

Call fqgg

ed from f‘amers.“vﬂ'_‘ Atsart‘f

New Zealand Co-operative Ltd to
buy the minority shareholding in
its subsidiary
pany  previously held by

[(?rde?in

enap A special general meeting of
Southland shareholders in Moss-
burn yesterday approved a one-
for-10 bonus issue, which will be

distributed with fuli imputation

marketing com-

————cyo T

<

ask the regional co

29 fofai
Chamois control :

8ir — Through 'youisgu
— column, I wauld

“Within Venison New Zealand
we share that view and look
forward to realizing upon the
opportunities which are appar
ent.”

vation, Invercargill, replied: “ 1)
| Chamois have continued to push
-q,,'4 their range south from their
~  original release area at Mt Cook

E
|
|

3

£

deer industry

The New Zealand deer industry was
yesterday described as a “rogue eleph-
ant let loose.”

International marketing consultant
Dr John Morris, in a rousing address to
delegates on the fist day of The South-
land Times Agricultural Conference,
described the industry as having devel-
oped unrestrained, with little regard for
anything else,

Dr Morris is a former New Zealander,
a former vice-president of the Safeways
food chain in the US and is currently
the managing director of International
Retail Marketing Associates, based in
San Francisco.

Marketers and processors had been
unable to bring the New Zealand deer
industry under control, he said.

In spitecfearly warnings the industry
had persisted in traditional New Zea-
land style to pay lip service to market-
ing.

“Basically, they are hawking off a

the Department of Conse e /]
i wing ~ and bhave reached the northern
. {%\f;cargll],ﬂme e - .}; 4 boundaries of Fiordland Nat-

operation such as the heli
chamois control as tenderes
The Southland Times, June
1991?

2. What is the cost to fche
taxpayer of such an operation
and how can it be carried out
when the rest of the country has
been asked to take cuts, that is
salary and wage earners and
beneficiaries?

3. What number of rifle per-
mits were issued for Fiordland
National Park for the 1990-91
season?

Could these hunters not be
encouraged to control chamois at

no cost to the taxpayer?
G L Lindsay

|

Wedderburn
[Asked to comment, Mr K A

vator, Department of Conser-

Mawhinney, the regional conser-

—

almost

1. How can they justify #m:’ =

ional Park. Ongoing operations
in Fiordland against chamois
have been undertaken each year
since 1974 to prevent any further
southward spread of this species
into Fiordland National Park.

These operations have been very

successful with thesouthward
spread held static and the re-
sidual population ' significantly
lowered since the first days of
;these operations. It is important
to maintain this pressure to en-
sure that progress made is not

/lost: Chamois in Fiordland Nat-
' ional Park generally are inhabit-

ing rough, steep country at high
.altitudes that in many cases is
inaccessible to rec-
reational hunters. Helicopters
are the only viable means of
controlling this establishing

. Species and preventing ifs spread

further into Fiordland. Venison

J

f

i

55

aerial recovery helicopters sel-

commodity,” he said.

Price underecutting by companies ex-
porting sheepmeat had driven New Zea-
land products down to the bottom end of
world markets.

The same short-term perspective
existed for venison, Dr Morris said.

For the industry to have strength in
the long term, a strong professional
marketing strategy was needed.,

" Referring to farmers , Dr Morris
noted that they never considered mar-
ket realities and continued to “blindly
produce and then complain bitterly
when prices are not right.”

Dr Morris emphasized that there was
not a “bottomless pit” of markets that
would take venison.

“If's time that we did an objective
evaluation of the markets that are
available for venison.”

No developed market in the world
now wanted frozen product, and he
suggested that ‘exporters-marketers
looked more closely at alternative con-
sumer ready products.

N

Dr MORRIS
These included fresh-chilled
pre-cooked or in a
especially suitable for microwave cook-
ing. -
In view of the growing overseas de-
mand for chemical free foods, greater

product,
meal-ready form’

consideration should also be given to
producing organically raised venison.

_If the quality is good enough, people
will want to come back.”

Dr Morris also questioned why New
Zealand exporters persisted with having
a deer head as a product emblem or
trade mark. -

In many overseas markets where.
there was a growing resistance to ani-
mal products, the use of a deer head:
created the Bambi syndrome in many’
consumers’ minds.

“We have to stop throwing product at.

the wall to see how it sticks.” he’

‘Warned. T
“Everyone has to make a full commit-

ment to marketing, and make it now.”

" @LN 1 @

dom operate at altitudes where
we would expect to find chamois. o

“2) Eight hours helicopter time b
was tendered for to undertake *
this operation and one day’s
- wages for two staff at a total cost
"~ of $10,000. This is an ongoing

. programme that protects the in-

. vestment of the previous 16
years.

“3) 2362 permits were issued to
recreational hunters in Fiord-
land National Park in 1990-91. No
chamois were reported on the
. permit returns as having been

taken during this period. Fiord-
- land is not a favoured area for

recreational hunting of chamois
due mainly to the low present
population and inaccessibility of
the terrain. Hunters prefer to
‘hunt chamois in those areas of

Canterbury and West Coast

where population levels are sig-

nificantly higher.”] )

e




. Venison rketing 4
- Eour v o
' 1. S 7 E 1 ~- t Py, ' ~72_7 - hf v
“- elile on uaill y £ Vénison
‘| r . S <1"For wesk beginning:July 22, 1991
I . .The New Zealand deer industr’},' _has to cers around the world would be battling Grade ' Weights = Fortex. &, Mair . \/eniﬁ;n PPCS/GameFoods
cast off the “meat and three veg” image for similar markets — New Zealand : kg Skg - Sikg $/kg o R
carve a niche in the consumer venison would be recognized world wide R AR e e s 10 i
et if it is to reach its full potential. ~as the best. AP hind 045 210 2.30 2.70 2.25. ‘;{t_._‘ B
_ L ; ! . i 7 =5 i 6 285 I
That was the message from internat-  To develop such quality required a Ap il % fa e bt %ﬁf
rgaéketmfn g.nd business mnsgleb membership charter of producers and ARHIGIN 8800 S0 a1 1 e i
and Game Industry Board member processors who have been vetted to a s ' 60 430 350 |
e P Staneard i 28 38 ik in =
el al Conference n Invercarg Without the name which signified the PSS | es70 ggg ggg ggg 350
4% , best product in the field, New Zealand AP Stag  70-75 : ! ' .60
" Richards told deer fﬁelfS thlat g venison would simply become a com: P 580 350 570 3.60
e map for change which mvolved ,,qity along with venison from other AP StAgEIB5-100 — 3.50 o S 580
the production and distribution of a countries :\\E, ﬂ 50-7(;0 g;g ggg ggg 268
uniau uality product was not a iR SATgiiiover - ' 1 "
qﬂﬁ;%)t:oﬂ ;rrantg};rgent‘ “This is a long-term strategy — we are ASZEERS0T0. | 225 228 250 208
. ! signing people up right now. It is going
e e o fnd their venison up 10 take a long time,” Mr Richards said. m 4
thers with the finest wines, Epernay _ To explain the nuts and bolts of how Y YENLS;?:“SEZ;;;;' it s e o grka)
champagne, salmon and truffles, As the the appellation strategy and a member- over 36 months increased by 30 1o 60c/kg. MAIR: Ap
’ first group of deer farmers in the world, ship charter would work, Game Indus- grades fm_-wgkgm }:cream by 10 to 30cikg. For
| New Zealand had “prime mover status.” try Board general manager Mike Patti- ol v g
" Venison’s competition was not simply S went into further detail.
. other meat. Mr Pattison said the idea of a member- ot
it i an aristocratic produet. We have ship charter was mooted about five : _ o | , -
; i 5 =t 4 h ove in doliasspar kg carcass
our_competition in other exotic VEE'S°E) : L m e e B a] s to:bs deducted along with
specialities around the world such as To succeed, a guality assurance pro- i
[ ml " ichard i Hld be This could transport to works. by ! 1)
: L, Mr Ric s STRIRIEIE : by s o0 2. MAFQual inspection charges need also be deducted. They are
| Assuch, it should be produced to the include three separate audits of a ven- (§ per head) Seafield $7, Venisen NZ Mossburn $7, Kennington $7,
highest possible standard and marketed ison ‘plant at six-weekly intervals before Mair Hokitika $7.85.. 3 . »
. as a speciality product, - L it would be allowed to become a mem- ' bbb b et N
- " In order to develop and market the ber. i el TS R
product in such a way, the industry The industry was now poised to take
needed an appellation strategy. the step forward.

" The system was similar to patenting a
prodqf,t Although other venison produ-

“We are beyond analysis,” Mr Rich-
ards concluded.

e
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New Zealand deer far-
mers are confronted with a
dilemma with the opening
of the South Korean mar-
ket to the large-scale im-
portation of live deer.

Concerns expressed last week
by the Fiordland branch of the
New Zealand Deer Farmers’ As-
sociation, that rules regarding
live deer imports into Korea are
~ toberelaxed after January, have
~ been echoed by the association’s
| president, James Guild.

} 1 . i ;
~ The association’s council met

in Wellington for three days last
week and a large part of the
discussion, including meetings
with politicians, centred on the
live deer export issue.

" The dilemma deer farmers
sce is while NZDFA members

* yoted, albeit by a small margin,
at r June conference that
tﬁfﬁ were not opposed to the
export of live deer, a
wmdswell of opposition ap-
s to be developing as the
jcations of the Korean de-
on becomes more widely ap-

" In the past, NZDFA policy has

‘Been any exports should be lim-

ited to small numbers for breed-
‘ing and zoological parks.

1 @1 spite of that, significant

g 5 :

R

By JOHN CUTT
Farm Editor

numbers of animals have been
exported to Australia and North
America in recent years.

However, the Korean situation
is different in the Koreans are
reported to be looking to import
more than 100,000 animals,
mainly red deer, wapiti and elk
from New Zealand.

Writing in a recent newsletter
to deer farmers, Mr Guild said:
“Virtually no one has ever sug-
gested the deer industry should
allow unrestricted exports of
large numbers of deer to our
single largest trading partner
and with no levy. And yet, such
a scenario is now a very real
possibility.”

Korea takes 90 percent of New
Zealand’s annual velvet pro-
duction.

MAF reports in the 1989-90
season New Zealand export re-
ceipts for velvet totalled $43
million.

In the past six years Korean
domestic deer numbers have
grown by an estimated 58 to 60
percent, compared with New
Zealand’s national herd growth
of between 20 and 25 percent.

eer

After January, the Korean
Government will allow the unre-
stricted importation of numer-
‘ous goods, including deer.

“Clearly, the implications for
the New Zealand deer industry
are enormous,” Mr Guild said.

“The longterm effect on the
velvet trade and the developing
venison market would be hor-
rendous.”

Mr Guild said yesterday he
knew of Koreans who were al-
ready in the country sourcing
“tens of thousands of animals.”

He expected once the Koreans
built up their deer numbers to
give them self-sufficiency in vel-
vet production a total ban on
velvet imports was likely.

If that happened the New Zea-
land velvet industry could col-
lapse overnight, creating prob-
lems that would make the indus-
try’s present marketing difficult-
ies pale into insignificance, he
said.

Mr Guild described the.situ-
ation as “pretty tense.’+ SE8,

“The council of NZ
has resolved to strongly a
against , live 'deer “exports i
Korea.”” RS, 3

¢ e !lz‘.-r. ’

The council was receiving a
strong message from its mem-

\Koreans sggég to import
100,000 live d

uld wipe out NZ velvet industry

bers to take whatever action it
could to prevent the unrestric-
tive sale of deer to Korea, he
said.

Such measures might include
seeking a levy on the export of
deer under the Commodity |
Levies Act and having an input
into redefining the animal health
and welfare codes applying to
export animals.

The velvet type preferred by
the Korean market is for the
heavier grades normally associ-
ated with wapiti, elk and their
crossbreds.

New Zealand Wapiti Society
president Dr Ken Drew said
while the issué had yet to be
debated by the society’s manage-
ment committee, he was sure the
society would be opposed to live
exports of animals on the scale
envisaged. -

“The cream of New Zealand’s
velvet crop comes from wapiti-
elk type animals and this is the
preferred type sought by the
Koreans,” he said.

“Exports of this nature would
therefore impact badly on the
quality end of New Zealand vel-
vet.” :

Dr Drew said the issue woufd
be debated at the mext society

committee meeting on ‘%eptam~
R
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Specialized deer technology attracts
US businessman to Southland
e T 5afife;

> and efficient deer hand-
and deer related products and it seemed logical
that it was the only place to come to learn and

One altenative suggested is to trap the d
and shift %M to sites where they will be ¢

lessor nuignee.
Another' gestion is to capture the anim
tthem fo special abattoirs 2
neat to the urban poor.

The article reports that “hordes of deer are
damaging millions of dollars worth of shrubs
and plantings in homeowners' gardens and
yards, while their children come in from play
with deer ticks embedded in their skin.

“Of major concern is the possible link
between growing deer population and Lyme

By JOHN CUTT
Agricultural Editor

business man, Walter McIntosh.
» Mr Melntosh set up his retail business, which

; : di e f ing i ; isease  Mr McibsH said that was the part of |

includes an expanding animal handling and see for myself where the state of the technology msﬁﬁoﬁgﬁﬁrﬁ‘gﬁg infectious disease story wheg New Zealand technology, esp

capture equipment section, in 1989. is,” Mr Mcintosh said. : The Times article makes mention of deer ially in derf€apture and relocation syste
Not only the growing deer industry in the US, In describing US deer handling methods, Mr invading urban areas to such extent could playé @iseful role.

but the population explosion of feral deer in McIntosh recounted one instance where he had an extent that

they have earned the dubious titles of “rats

_many states hiad created an urgent need for with hoofs,” and “unrestrained urban cows.”

been involved in helping to blood-type 100 elk
humane handling and capture systems, he said.

His 35«‘»@%0 with Nelson Collie has me:
using backyard-type equipment - an php that muchofhis three-week stay in the eoun

Soon after he set up his business Mr Mec-

that had faken six people including a

“There is a great demand for deer fencing,

has naturally Been spent in the province.

Intosh said he had read an advertisement veterinarian (at $US75 an hour) a total of 15 1Ot S0 much to keep deer in but to keep deer He leavesSotithland today after visiting e
placed by Invre]'recargﬂl t;?nsmith Nelso;l &];ﬂje hours. ) out,” Mr McIntosh sal_d. deer farms iere he has seen first hand h:
in the New Zealand Deer Farmer magazine  Not one of the pecple involved had escaped Apart from becoming major problems in Southland deer farmers not only farm th

relating to his gun-operated capture net method
and sinee then had looked to New Zealand for
the type of deer handling technology now in
demand all over the US.

Proper deer handling methods were still very
much in the educational stage in the US he said.

Also capturing or culling the growing feral
deer population’ by either shooting or using
tranauilizers had varying degrees of Sueeess.

New Zealand deer farming and deer farming
methods had a high profile in the US and New
Zealand was recognized as a leader in fencing

without being kicked by the deer and one
animal had to be put down as a result of the
handling methods used.

Mr Melntosh said in many states, feral deer
such as the white tail had become a major
environmental problem. 3

Mr Mcintosh produced a copy of an extensive
article on the white tail which appeared in the
New York Times Magazine earlier this year and
which describes just how serious a problem
wild deer have become,

In just the past decade the article states that

cities such as Philadelphia and Baltimore,
Chicago, Boulder and Portland, the white tail
deer have caused incidents af airports.

Even the presidential retreat at Camp David
has come under attack from the white tail.

Crop damage and serious ecological damage
to national forests has put the deer at the top of

The New York Times article further hich-
lights the escalating bitter cor f%
those who want the deer reduced to ma

animals butthe type of handling systems th

use, experign€ing live deer capture in f

Lilburn Valley and gaining hands-on expe

ence of notonly Mr Collie’s products buf t
John Dennis deer crush.

Velvetting when farmers in Southland we

large numbers of deer, had been

ideal time fo come to New Zealand to see hi
the animals were handled, he said.

Mr Melntosh' considered both John Dent
and Nelson Collie were “unsung heroes in th

r 1at  able numbers or removed co !Iéi‘i:el""'
white tail deer have doubled and eveniripled in those, such as the anﬁ-huntingnmand gn.l?:at}
many states with numbers now estimated at 25 gg{feim Iobbyists who want the animals pro-

own land,” and after seeing for himself t
humane and efficient operation of their pre
ucts, intenils fo see that they receive rece
nition in the US.

materials, animal breeding and specialized
\ consultancy, where he said “there is a great

need.” million.

- especially those farming

Californian businessman and agent for New Zealand animal handling
eqguipment, Walter McIntfosh, right, inspeefs a Dennis deer erush with

Lt

w)

L LS

"

John Dennis employee, Peter Stewart. Mr Melntosh has spent the past
three weeks in Southland locking at deer farms and deer capture and
handling eguipment manufactured by John Dennis and Invercargill

gunsmith Nelson Collie.

Dunedin.

93)ij4| DEER FARMERS
SLAUGHTER AND PROCESSING FACILITY
Is your enterprise being restr_ictegi by the unavallap}l;l_ljy (6)
killing space when you require Tt v »
Would you like to become involved wq1th_ T e
company that would establish a small siaught z}n
processing facilityuwhere the{) participants galne?'pre er-
| ial access to killing space? « |
?;1 ;33111 feel that involvement ir} 't_h_isxventure could beb;(z
your advantage please reply w1.th-contact phone num

to: 846 Times, C/- Otago Daily Times, PO Box 2§11277

Jorivate

Wrightson
- Deer

| WRIGHTSON will offer on account of:
M Kepple (Accredited)

8 — Weaner HINDS
6 — Weaner STAGS

%[S/‘ﬂ

M Faul

1

3 — Weaner HINDS
9 — Weaner STAGS

Gordon Farm Partnership (accredited)

1l
1

1 — Weaner HINDS
1 — Weaner STAGS

SOUTHLAND

FARMERS IRE==N

i< :
SOUTHLAND FARMERS will offef on account of:

R

alph Paterson, Ryal Bush (accredited), |

90 — Red Hind FAWNS

R A Dynes, Ryal Park Stud (accredited)
10 — Elk x Weaner BULLS .
(by Jack Pullar’s bull - sire cut 5.3kg as a 4 year old).

AL

21755

VENISON NEW ZEALAND
DEER SERVICES LTD

Mfufr VELVET

Phil Caskey will be buying velvet in the
Southland region both for contracts and
at a full schedule price. In attendance at
Mossburn Deer Plant, Monday, Novem-
ber 18, from 1.30-3.30pm for-larger lots
and farm visits.” -

For further details of appointments
: ) contact: .
~Jdim Guyton (Mossburn Plant) (03) 248-6063

John Duncan (Southland Farmef'S) :('03)'_'.224-6301,

Mobile (025) 322-881

Phil Caskey, Office (06) 323-6618,
Mobile (025) 422-451

14669

‘deer and cattle, became

| serious about tubercu-

~losis, and made possum

control programmes an
important part of their
‘normal farming oper-
ation.
I believe delaying the
arrival of Tb or reducing
_reactor numbers will be
" money well spent — par-
ticularly with the likeli-
hood of compensation for
Th-reactor cattle being re-
| duced some time in the
future.

There are several
methods of possum con-
trol, but the following
technique is giving excel-
lent results.

Cinnamon-flavoured
possum bait (manufac-
' tured especially by Ani-
mal Control Products,
Waimate) is fed through a
bait station made from 50
. miHimetres of alkathene
pipe.

The bait should be fed
for several nights. Bait
stations will attract
possums from at least 100
metres away, but it seems
to take a few nights to get
them feeding from the
stations.

Fix the bait station to a
fence post or tree in the
area you think possums
may be living.

A coloured flower pot is
used to put feed paste and
| poisoned paste into. The
pot is raised off the
ground with a forked
piece of number eight
wire, keeping the paste
dry and weatherproof,
and also protecting non-
target animals from being
poisoned.

Cinnamon-flavoured
feed paste is placed on the
front edge of the flower
pots, placed around the
station, “and ground-up
baif, should be laced be-

. hind:the feed paste. Then,
after two nights of feed
jaste, use cinnamon-
flavoured cyanide poison
paste on the front edge of




- Venison succes

2.

launcg/qled on
Lt

dome

Farm-raised venison is
firially available on super-
market shelves in Otago
and Southland thanks to
the active promotional ef-
forts of Venison New Zea-
land.

Venison New Zealand is
a farmer-owned national

exporting company whose
Mossburn processing fa-
cility began packaging
domestic cuts of venison
in early July.

At the forefront of the
company’s domestic pro-
motion efforts are Inver-
cargill deer farmer Bruce

venison processing and

Th serio

It is time farmers,

especially those farming
deer and cattle, became
serious about tubercu-
losis, and made possum
control programmes an
_important part of their
‘normal farming oper-
“ation.
I believe delaying the
‘arrival of Tb or reducing
5 reactor numbers will be
money well spent — par-
ticularly with the likeli-
hood of compensation for
Th-reactor cattle being re-
duced some time in the
future.

There are several
methods of possum con-
trol, but the following
technique is giving excel-
lent results.

Cinnamon-flavoured
possum bait (manufac-
tured especially by Ani-
mal Control Products,
Waimate) is fed through a
bait station made from 50
miHimetres of alkathene
pipe. i

The bait should be fed
for several nights. Bait
stations will attract
possums from at least 100
metres away, but it seems
to take a few nights to get
them feeding from the
stations.

Fix the bait station to a
fence post or tree in the
area you think possums
may be living.

A coloured flower pot is
used to put feed paste and
poisoned paste into. The
pot is raised off the
ground with a forked
piece of number eight
wire, keeping the paste
dry and weatherproof,
and also protecting non-
target animals from being
poisoned.

Cinnamon-flavoured
feed paste is placed on the
front edge of the flower
pots, placed around. the
station, and ground-up
bait should be laced be-

ind-the feed paste. Then,
after two nights of feed

!
]

use cinnamon-

e

flavour nide poison
paste on the front edge of

Hegan and

Time farmers took

.30/s

1y

By Gore MAF Quality Management Livestock
Officer Peter Brunsden

the flowerpot.

The following year, it is
suggested you concen-
trate possum control in
the areas high possum
numbers were found.

An excellent booklet
called “Self Help Possum
Control’” is available Q
from ' the Southland Re- :
gional Council and pest
destruction staff, or for
further information, con-
tact your local MAF Qual-
ity Management livestock
officer.
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Venison
New Zealand
Co-operative

Limited

MOSSBURN PLANT

re; INTAKE OF
FERAL DEER

Due to changing Ministry of]

VNZ’s

Mossburn-based director,
Phil Rossell.

Mr Hegan said the past
three or four weeks had
been hectic with in-store
promotions and cooking
demonstrations and nego-
tiations with supermar-
kets to display ‘and sell
the new range of prod-
ucts. i A

While promotion ha
been focused mainly on
Dunedin and Invercargi
a move into Canterbury
planned for about mi
August. i ey

& TN

ic market

By JOHN CUTT
Agricultural Editor

Mr Hegan said the
range of products, which
includes stir fry sirips,
schnitzel, leg steaks, cas-
serole, a frim suitable for
‘mincing and meat patties,

=pa packaged by a team

: women,

Tecipés speeially
for VNZ by natienal cook-

ing W “Annabel
Langbein..

An added plus for VNZ
farm-raised venison is its
health endorsement from
the National Heart
Foundation.

“We've had a good re-
sponse so far,” Mr Hegan
said.

«“But it’s been a lot of
hard work and there is
still a lot more educating
of people to do — espec-
ially in making them
aware that venison is low
in cholesterol, low in fat,
tender and quick cook-
ing.”

VNZ’s project develop-
ment manager, David
Ellis said the company
was very happy with the
promotion of venison on
the domestic market.

“We expect it will take
some time to educate con-

-l

sf li.lly‘

sumers. into the unique
nature! ‘of our products
and to convince people
that farm-raised venison
is not the same as feral
venison.

“It has a consistency of
tenderness as well as
some remarkabler nu-
tritional benefits and does
not have the ‘gamey’
flavour some people as-
sociate with feral ven-

”»

Mr Ellis said VNZ be-
lieved the product range
was well packaged and
well presented.

Invercargill consumers
will have further oppor-
tunities to sample VNZ’s
venison range next week
during a Game Industry
Board supported Venison
Week.

Each day for six days
one restaurant and one

supermarket will feature

respectively as the rest
aurant and outlet of the
day.

The chef from each
restaurant of the day will
assist VNZ’s in-store dem-
onstrators at the outlet of
the day advising con-
sumers on simple, quick
to prepare venison
recipes designed to take
the perceived complicated
preparation image ott of
venison cooki

Also during Venison
Week the Game Industry
Board is to hold a seminar
for Invercargill chefs.

==
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Deer recovery

el
-

Agriculture and Fisheries
and Overseas reguirements
we can only accept feral
deer between the following
times.

WEEKDAYS: Between noon
and Ipm

SATURDAYS: Mornings up
to 1lam

please phone (03) 248-6441

Ng on the spot payments
w}l] be made but payments
(Ylmu be received within 7
i :

ys of delivery. e r

ol e -

g

For Saturday mornings’™

A

A

WELLINGTON

A routine deer recovery operation
went wrong for two Haast farmers
yesterday when their small Robinson
helicopter crashed on the Waipara River
bed, south of Haast, killing one of them.

The pilot, Michael Jones, aged 23,
survived the crash without any injuries,
but his crew member died instantly.

The body of 25-year-old Barry Phillip
Anderson, originally of Carter’s Beach,
was recovered from the crash site late
in the afternoon. It will be flown to
Christchurch for a post-mortem exam-
ination today.

Mr Jones, shocked and saddened by
the death of his friend, found it difficult
to describe what had happened.

“It is really quite horrible,” he said. “I
feel very upset.”

The helicopter was lifting a deer
carcass off the ground when one of the
rotor blades struck a tree and the
chopper. plunged about 10 metres to the
river bed..

Mr Jones stumbled out of the wreck-
age to find his friend dead. He walked
about 9km down the river before a
rescue helicopter spotted him.™  ©

Constable Roger Millard, of Haast,
said Mr Jones was distressed and in
shock when rescuers picked him up.

‘But he had no external injuries and
was taken home to recover.”

Mr Millard said deer recovery oper-
ations, common in the Haast area in the
past, were now infrequent.

“This particular crew had just started
but was gaining experience quickly,” he
said.

The helicopter had left Hannah's
Clearing at 6am and was expected to
rendezvous with a ground crew at the
Arawhata River bridge at 8am, but
failed to turn up.

The Search and Rescue Co-ordination
Centre in Lower Hutt mounted an air
search about 10am and an emergency
locator becon was picked up soon after.

The wreckage of the helicopter was
sighted by a rescue helicopter about

‘12.45pm and the pilot rescued. — NZPA

1opper crash
- kills one man




Farm-raised venison
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personal challenge

The winner of this year’s prestigious
Southern Venison plate, Alexandra chef
Michael Clydesdale, sees promoting
farm-raised game as a personal chal-
lenge.

This year he took top honours in the
restaurant dish competition with “med-
allions of farm-raised venison south of
the border.”

The part-owner of Alexandra’s Step-
ping Out restaurant, Mr Clydesdale said
people still had to be convinced that
farm-raised venison was a mild-
flavoured tender fat-free meat.

“Of all the meats I deal with, I think
venison is revolutionary. Lamb speaks
for itself, but venison is more of a
challenge to get people to try.

“Farm-raised venison is not like wild
venison. You don’t have to throw it in a
bucket of red wine overnight or hang it
for months or overcook it or make
strong saues to hide its flavour.

“Its flaveur is lighter than some tough
hogget orsld ewes, and you can’t put too
strong a fauce with farm-raised venison
or it wil hide the flavour.”

Mr ngfﬁﬂa}e said people were sur-
prised!by the mild flavour and the
tendemess of the venison dishes.

“About 10 percent who are used to the
wild game flavour don’t enjoy it be-
cause it doesn’t have that strong
flavour. They get hooked on the flavour
of game. I can understand that.

“T’ll never eat a farm-raised duck, but
I'll eat a wild one.”

Mr Clydesdale said since the quality
of the meat was guaranteed three years
ago, he had included it in his menus.

“It’s so versatile. I’'ve done everything
from mini-roasts, medallions satays and
stir-frys.

“There’s nothing you can’t do with
venison that you can do with lamb or
beef.

“The quality of the meat is better in
some cases than some of the lamb and
beef cuts about. Now, sometimes I pay
more for a Kkilogram of lamb than
venison.”

Mr Clydesdale, who was described by
judges as having an amazing awareness
of venison, is genuine in his promotion
of the game meat.

“I'm not trying to force people to
come to my restaurant to try venison. 1
want them to eat farm-raised venison at
its best.” . =

Possible answer

to deer’;

American deer scientist
Ken Waldrup may have
stumbled onto the cause
of fading elk syndrome.

Dr Waldrup came to
New Zealand a few

months ago to study fad- that
ing elk syndrome at the lim(etc}ll etsoyniilgg?niﬂmﬁ
Invermay Agricultural sites or copper |

Research Centre.

Fading elk syndrome is
a disease where seem-

VIELVER 1

Rotorua deer farmer Peter Fraser achieved considerable success at this year’s national velvet
competition held by the Southland branch of the New Zealand Deer Farmers Association in
conjunction with the Southland A and P summer show. Mr Fraser won the imported red deer velvet
section with this 8.20kg which also won for him the Wrightson All Comers open trophy. Hard antler

roblem

ingly healthy wapiti deer
stop eating and literally
fade away.

He has been examining
groups of wapiti and elk,
investigating suggestions

deficiencies.
In each deer examined,

&
]
. Dr Waldrup found imma- |

ture worms in the gut and |

no acid production in the
fourth stomach.

He now believes a
species of worm common
to red deer is infecting
the wapiti, altering the
acidity of the stomach
which in turn affects the
animal’s metabolism and
ability to digest food.

For some reason, the
elk lack resistance to
these worms which re-
main in the internal
glands creating an almost
neutral pH.

Without acid the diges-
tive enzymes do not work
and food passes straight

through the animdl with- _

out being digested, caus-
ing weight loss.

Their bodies cannot use
the food, and they waste
away, using up body
stores to provide energy.

Acid is also required if
white worm drenches are
to work.

Many deer with fading,
elk syndrome show '
marked
deficiencies, but copper
supplements will not:

work for the same reason ;-

as copper requires acid in*)
the stomach to be ab-
sorbed. ;

Dr Waldrup said the
next step in his research
was to find a way of
bringing the pH back to
normal, and he also wants
to know why this problem
affects only the wapiti
and elk species.

But Dr Waldrup empha-
sised that his hypothesis
of the cause of the syn-
drome still needed many
months of research be-
fore it was scientifically
acceptable.

He said credit had to go
to the whole Invermay
Research deer group and
the Invermay animal
health laboratory. ‘I'm

just the one that's seen
thestory unfolding. -

<
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copper

taken from the same animal last season, also
won the Landcorp Trophy for hard antler.

S Rr—————

Venison Price improves

Venison New Zealand
this week announced a
50c/kg increase in its
schedules for prime ani-
mals. .

Company chairman,
Nigel Gould said there
was confidence that im-
proved seasonal demand
for product would offer
the opportunity for im-
proved returns to deer
farmers.

“We are concerned to
ensure that the process-
ing capacity within the
company’s three plants is
appropriately utilized
during the next few
weeks and acordingly the
company has offered a
significant improvement
to farmers as an encour-
agement to slaughter
early,” he said.

“It has consistently

been VNZ’s viewpoint °

that the schedule prices
maintained by some ex-
porters have not appro-

_priately reflected the

prices being achieved for
product overseas.

“With the expectations
for some recovery in
overseas prices, this
should be reflected in
higher schedule prices to
local producers.”

1
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5 151 H/ NELSON
* More than 100 Nelson’ region hunters turned out at
‘2 meeting at the weekend to express concern about a

in*oposed law to restrict the use of dogs in pig hunting.

The proposed Animal Welfare Act would eutiaw the
use of dogs to catch, hold and maul pigs. .

Pig hunters’ spokesman John Wells sa:ﬂjf"‘ﬂogs
could not be used to catch pigs, more hunters would

have. to.earry firearms, making the sport Wﬁ‘e

Most pig hunters now hunted with knives., .~
Pig hunters nCo to write to the Gov-
ernment prote proposed law,—NZPA




Illegal pig liberations
. pose threat
to domestic livestock s, e

& 10% :
chronic disease that can = ore as L€ould not have got
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Feral deer v

B THE VENISON New Zea- o W

land Co-operative Ltd ! i

2[‘ { q 9_\ Mossburn plant has put an ad in- D
; your paper saying they will ac- :

cept feral deer between noon and
1Ipm weekdays, Saturday morn-
ings until 11am, but please phone
first for Saturday mornings. I
shot a good stag on Saturday
November 16. 1 put six phone

Th-infected pigs are a

Th : ase 1! . | there by 11am. I took it through ROVISIONAL RESULTS
?mtugctﬁhreat to domestic By GARR_Y KNOWLES be Y_lery deglxl‘éti;mg igﬁg". to Te Anau instead. They have COUTH ISLAND POOL 12
ivestock. MAF Veterinary Officer pig hunters pec already inconvenienced shooters SAT 235.00

e at risk of contracting the = . 235.00
The role of feral pigs in - : { | in Tuatapere by not opening the SA2

I : e i ; disease from infected! 3 ! B RIL5hG 185.00
spreading Th to domestic families, that infection hunted animals. ! P o 18500
stock is under investl- could go as high as 100 ) ] : L o A B 186.00
gation but to date the percent. Pigs with Tb cope very venison department, without A2 Long 171.89
| evidence strongly indi- . well and usually show no this/carry-on, as one must get the A2 Medium 172.89
cates that domestic stock  There are numerous In-  obvious signs of being in- deer to a chiller in a reasonable | A2 Short 178289
' are threatened. stances of pig populations fected. time. | B1 Long 174.10
] y ' being boosted or being : . B1, Medium 175.99
| MAF Quality Manage- established in new areas Even on post mortem a Now that farm deer are plenti- B1 Short 177.00
. _ment spends considerable by illegal liberations. tralneq eye 1s neegled to ful, they are giving the ground B2 Long 162.89
resources in trying to T detect infection, with the shooter the run around. It was B2 Medium 171-00
limit the spread of bovine _This is presumably to lesions often being lim- the shooter who got them B2 S p s
{'Th mainly by testing INCrease pig hunting op- ited to a few glands. e todh o1 tongy | Live1-00
‘cattle and domestic deer, L ' The bacteria respon- The same goes for the buyers C1 Sharkiag£e195-99
as well as possum polson-  However, with many sible for causing Tb is of the velvet. They are no longer C2-\.ojog I i
| ing operations. parts of the country now killed by cooking but not interested in us either. They G2 i 157.00
While high populations harbouring Tb-infected by freezing so an infected have very short memories. But I D1 Long . . 1a46.00
| of possums have long wild animals this action is  pig is a risk to the handler am sure five minutes of their D1 Short. . 168.00
been ised as the counter-productive. from the time it is caught time is not too much to ask for. D2 Long|, 1300
. - i rt 151.00
main feral vector of bov-  Liberation of pigs may until cooked. Deerstalker DRl .

ine Tb, it is also an estab- mean the introduction of For these reasons it is Tuatapere

“lished fact that wild pigs

disease to an area pre-

obvious that illegal liber-

[Asked to comment, the manager

E Short,.
OG1 Overgrown

140.00
115.01

can contract the disease. viously disease-free and ations can be highly detri-  of Venison New Zealand Ltd, Mr 0G2 Overgrown 53.11

In Central Otago for as a result the resource mental to pig populations, Ian S_tewart_,: said: “We do TW1 Taiwanese 165.00

- . that was established for pig hunters and farmed apologize for the inconvenience Tw2 Taiwanese 160-22

instance some p.1gf p(;pu- the benefit of hunters in stock. that was caused to ‘Deerstalker’ EeeNmas=> 159-09

lations have an Inection ¢, "pecomes a risk to . : on November 16. We do have our U R
rate close to 30 percent Once Tb is established  work ph dt Spiker 1 :

i : : those same people. ot ) A s ork phone programmed to go to Spiker 2 117.07

_and with the gregarious i in wild animals it is diffi- my house when no one is at the Ret Regrowth 122.89

| pature of pigs proving  Bovine Tb can and does cult to eradicate. Preven- plant but obviously it did not R  103.89

ideal for spread within infect humans. It is a tion is the key. work. For future reference, if RG3 Regrowth  71.01

the same thing happens, my D1 Damaged 146.00

after-hours phone number is in D2 Damaged 1::-‘8’:

the phone book and secondly PaTEE 34 caih

there are three after-hours HH1 Hard Horn = 51.10

— phone numbers on the sign in ' HH2 Hard Horn  41.20

r front of the plant. " shot 1 1; ggg

! Increased deer returns PR b it MR CE

The economics of using
wapiti-elk cross bulls as
terminal sires over red
hinds is again being
shown in this season’s
venison and velvet re-
turns.

Venison NZ Mossburn
manager, lan Stewart
says that the average red
spiker killed during De-
cember produced a 48kg
carcass weight.

This was four to five
kilograms below the nor-
mal carcass weight ex-
pected for that time of the
year, in part the result of
the poor growth in the
spring and early summer.

That spiker would re-
turn, on current schedule,
around $182 to the far-
mer.

. Winton veterinarian
Dave Lawrence said the
use of a terminal sire over
" the same red hind would

24l |az,

. Strong case for
terminal sires

have produced a hybrid
spiker with a minimum
liveweight at 12 months of
age of 110kg and a 60.5kg
carcass with a gross value
of $278.

“A common misconcep-
tion is that a larger ani-
mal eats more and there-
fore stocking rates have
to be reduced to compen-
sate,” Mr Lawrence said.

However, that had been
refuted by repeated re-
search at Invermay and
in practice by commercial
farmers and while a
wapiti animal may be
twice as big as a red, it
would only require one-
third more feed, he
added.

“And that truly en-
dorses the superior feed
conversion efficiency of
the wapiti.”

The additional returns
possible from wapiti-elk
cross velvet were also be-
ing seen in pool results
this season, Mr Lawrence
said.

As well as the potential
to achieve heavier heads,
the wapiti-elk grades in-
cluding the poorer grades
were again achieving pre-
miums over Super A.

Mr Lawrence acknow-
ledged that while red deer
would always be the basis
for the New Zealand deer
industry the use of a ter-
minal sire over a pro-
portion of a red herd, in
the same way as the use
of terminal sire breeds in
either the sheep or beef
industries, would produce
significant cost-benefits
to deer farmers.

input into what chillers are open
or closed as they are all owned
by Taimex Trading,; of Dunedin.
We accept and process feral deer
on behalf of Taimex Trading and
have no link with feral deer at
all as a company. ‘Deerstalker’
says that we are giving the
ground shooter the runaround
because of the set hours we have
stipulated. This is far from the
truth as I and my staff have

always gone out of our way to
protect the feral deer industry
and the set times that have been
set out is another way to protect
the industry. Up to a,short time
ago we have been pulled out of .
all types of functions and all
times of the day and night to
service the industry so I do
wonder who has the short mem-
ory at present.”’] 3PVE

LIVESTOCK
SPECIALIST

DEER VELVET

discussing the best options available to
returns.

Velvet processing company can offer:

Whatever your decision,
- . Phone/Fax (03) 448-6066

. Mobile (§25)'823453
e A/H (03) 449-2494

T

oK AGENT
VELVET PROCUREMENT |

FW Manufacturing

| FW Spiker

35.89
16.89

| Inquiries -- - =
Brian Duggan (03) 236-080!
John Fogarty (03) 214-4653

00902

Tl

16/"/9’

1991-1992 SEASON

If you are a supplier of Deer Velvet, I am interested ir

maximize your

Hawker Livestock Ltd in conjunction with a major NZ|

n sure we can assist.
Contact: Graeme Hawker (GIB Registered)

2918




=

Te Anau deer agent
Allan Bradley is con-
.cerned at the low prices
New Zealand deer far-
mers are currently receiv-
1ng for their venison.

He recently returned
from a two month visit to
the US, most of it holiday-
ingwith friends who own
a Montana “dude,” guest
ranch.

" While there, Mr Brad-
ley: had time to talk to

farmers and university
people about New Zea-
land deer farming.

The US had a “huge”
natural resource of deer,
mostly elk (wap1t1) and
farmers were begmnmg
to show a lot of interest in
deer farming, he said.

But one thing that in-
trigued him was being
given a venison price list
— still wvalid two
weeks’ago — by a Denver-
based wild game whole-
saler.

This revealed that some
cuts of venison were be-
ing supplied to the rest-
aurant trade \at prices
ranging from around
$NZ22/kg to a staggering
$NZ77/kg.

Mr Bradley said those
prices showed that “some-
one mqst ‘be making a

Mr Bradley also ques-
tioned why, if it was poss-
ible to-obtain such high
prices; more effort wasn’t

l._

being put into developing
the US venison market.

When asked for com-
ment, John Sadler, Ven-
ison New Zealand Market-
ing Ltd, general manager,
marketmg said the prices
guoted by the US venison
wholesaler did indeed
seem to be high.

“But I do not doubt
some distributors to rest-
aurants can achieve these
prices.”

Mr Sadler said there
had been past situations
where the New Zealand
schedule at over $6/kg
had reflected such price
levels.

“However, that situ-
ation has changed due to
a rapid growth in pro-
duction. Production in the
12 months ended May was
up 80 percent on the pre-
vious period.

“Unfortunately the in-
dustry is not able to sell
all of this increased vol-
ume to the American rest-
aurant market,” Mr Sad-
ler said.

nison selling for
igh prices in US &

m

“We do not want to
over-supply this market
and see a price collapse.
As an industry we are
careful to maintain our
premium price position in
North America for the
long-term good of the in-
dustry.”

That had meant, Mr
Sadler said, that a large
proportion of this year’s
increase in venison pro-
duction had had to be sold
in Europe, where
unfortunately prices had
been very poor.

Mr Sadler expressed
the hope that promotional
work in North America
would see sales to that
market expand — “but
this will take time.”

Farmers® should also
realize that for a healthy
industry the profitability
of other sectors in the
distribution chain from
farm gate to restaurant
plate was equally .as im-
portant as the return to
producers he said.

A, wapltl bull and cow typlca] of he .ast numbers of animals held on US natlonal parks.

VNZ announces ne

supply contract

Venison New Zealand
has released details of its
1992 winter contracts.

The company’s confi-
dence in the future is its
procurement price peak-
ing at a minimum of $5.50,
which, when after allow-
ing for the contract fee
also paid of $5 a head,
offers good news for far-
mers.

In a prepared state-

ment, the company’s
chairman, Nigel Gould
said: . “Deer farmers

participating in this con-
tract will be receiving
almost $1 per Kkilogram
more than the peak sched-
ule achieved during 1991.

“At setting this base
level during the peak of

the contract we are also
offering a base price con-
sistently higher than the
85 offered in 1991 which
was well supported by
shareholders.”

Mr Gould said the 1992
winter contract was simi-
lar to the company’s suc-
cessful schemes offered
in the past two seasons
and would be offered to
shareholders with a mini-
mum investment of $2000
in the company.

“This year’s details
have been released: ‘much

earlier so as to glve far- e

21

The contract period will
run from July to Novem-
ber.

Improvements to the
contract include some to
the weight ranges and a
level of tolerance that
recognizes that it is not
always possible for far-
mers to plan with cer-
tainty the number of ani-
mals they will have avail-
able.

_ Farmers will also par-

ticipate in any price rises

above the schedule price,
up to a maximum at the

mers the maximum | .
amount of time possible [+
to plan the1r winter pro- i
grammes,”  Mr Gould £
said. 'E‘h oo 1

winter

:L/Gig

peak of the contract of $6.

Mr Gould said more
than 700 farmers were
now reglstered as share-
holders in Venison New
Zealand.

The company plans to
hold a series of meetings
around the country in the
next six weeks to bring
deer farmers up-to-date
with the current state of
the deer 1ndustry and the
company’s plans for the
future, which include a
major expansion pro-
for its Mossburn
prooessing plknt

L

VENISON
NEW ZEALAND
Venison New Zealand’s
Winter Slaughter incentive
scheme has again attracted
strong support.
Allocations at our Feﬂdlng

plant are already full, while|

s

at other plants there iS'now ==

limited space available
Shareholders will be allo-

come first served basis.

s

cated contracts on a first

B “.-J‘
Any apphcatlons we receive, &
which miss out on this in’ |

itial contract offer will be

given priority in any future

contracts we are able to

offer.

Many thanks for your sup

port.

For any further inquiries

please contact:

Phil Caskey
(06) 336-018 Bus
(025) 422-451 Mobile

03279

Hunting
pilgylnses
chopper

A Milford Sound heli-
copter pilot sparked a
police search on Thurs-.
day when he lost his
helicopter after’

a detour to

rendezvons with a DSII

party at Lake ndmﬁﬂ.ﬂ

in the Milford areay

Constable Lester Stev- ', "

ens, of Te Anan, saul
yesterday.

Pilot Jeff Shanks,
who works for' South-
ern Lakes Helicopters,
was supposed to pick up
the party at 10am.

He had left Milford
before 9am but had not
turned up.

A search was moun-
ted but Mr Shanks came
back on air at 3.15pm.

He had landed, in ‘the
John O'Groats River

hunting and had lost
his helicopter, Mr Stev-
ens said.

The DSIR party was
picked up soon after.
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. been lukewarm.

|'\" PPCS, which has an interest in
193,000 shares in the deer process-
g.ing‘ company, will offer 28c for each
'of the remaining 537,000 $1 shares.
'The offer has perplexed several
shareholders. ]

Game Foods New Zealand, a pub-
i unlisted company, has a capital
\pf $1 million, which includes 270,000
‘unissued shares.

At 98¢ a share, PPCS has valued
‘the company at $204,000.

PPCS, a Dunedin-based farmer
0 tive and one of the South
Island's biggest meat processing
‘companies, markets Game Foods
products.

Game Foods’ independent direc-
‘tors will meet this week to make a
recommendation to farmer-
shareholders. The recommendation
could go out to the shareholders
with PPCS’s offer.

| New Zealander Deer Farmers’
Association Southland branch
‘chairman Harry Robinson said last
‘pight the offer was “a bit low.”

| PPCS will this week make a formal o
New Zealand Ltd, but the initial resp

to take over
Game Foods

ffer for shares in Game Foods
onse from shareholders has

By ANGUS MORRISON

“Tt was a bit disappointing, but
it’s early days yet,” he said.

“We’ll just have to wait and see.”

Shareholder David Stevens, of
Balfour, said 28c was too low.

«T wouldn’t be terribly interested
in an offer like that,” he said.

“T was a little shocked.”

Mr Stevens expects a negativeés
response from shareholders, and
said he would rather put his shares
in his bottom drawer than sell them
for 28c each.

Game Foods kills deer at its
Kennington plant, which began op-
erating in 1985.

Chairman John Matheson said
last night it had been a busy season,
and there was “a bit of a backlog.”

“This week will be interesting,”

he said. i

PPCS chairman Robbie Burnside
confirmed the company was look-
ing at taking over Game Feoods.

PPCS moving

“We consider it could be run '
quite efficiently as a subsidiary
company of PPCS.”

The 28¢ which PPCS was offering
applied the other way, he said. :
“If a buyer can be found, our

shares are for sale.”

Mr Burnside would not comment
on the future of the Kennington
plant if PPCS was successful in its
takeover bid. : i

The company is finishing modifi-
cations on its Isiington works, near
Christchurch, and is expecting to
begin killing deer there in May-

With only two deer killing plants
in Southland — at Mossburn and
Kennington — southern deer far-
mers are waiting for more than two
months to get stock killed.

Game Foods shareholders take
preference over other farmers in
gefting their stock killed at Ken-
nington.

If the takeover is successful, Mr
Burnside said PPCS shareholders
would have that preference.

Most Game Foods shareholders
also held shares in PPCS, he said.

Mair bids

A second bidder, Mair
Venison, has entered the
qunning for Kennington
deer processor Game
Foods (NZ).

" Mair Venison is offering 40c a
share — 12¢ better than a bid by
Primary Producers Co-operative
Society last week, which was
grected without enthusiasm by
shareholders.

Mair Venison is one of three
gperating divisions of listed Mair
“Astley Holdings, which is also a
major exporter of wool and
eather.

9_7[3

By BRIAN FALLOW

Business Editor

Mair Astley executive chair-
man John Roy said the offer
valued Game Foods at $292,000.

in addition, Mair would spend
$700,000 to $800,000 paying off
debt (some of it to PPCS) and a
similar amount upgrading the
Kennington plant, with a vac-
uum packing machine for
example, Mr Roy said.

Working capital on top of that
would bring Mair’s total invest-
ment to about $3 million, he said.

DEER INDUSTRY: Venison New Zealand will hold

and Co, with 18 percent.

“It's an efficient plant there,”
Mr Roy said, “with a very good
catchment area for venison.”

Mair Venison has plants in

Rotorua and Hokitika and ac-
counts for 30 percent of New

Zealand’s venison exports.

It was. experiencing strong in-
ternational demand for its prod-
ucts, Mr Roy said.

Game Foods’s main share-
holders are PPCS with 26
percent, Mr K J Naylor’s South-
ern Goat Corp with 22 percent,
and Northmark Investments,
wholly owned by J Matheson

f or Game Foods

The other shares are held by
about 180 farmer shareholders,
Game Foods chairman John
Matheson said yesterday.

The directors would meet
early next week to discuss Mair's
bid, which he had .only just
formally received, Mr Matheson
said.

The bid is to be sent to share-
holders on April 10 and is con-
ditional on 90 percent accept-
ance.

The offer includes a five-year
slaughter access right for exist-
ing shareholders.

4 meeting in the Mossburn Community Centre on
?‘ebruary 96 at 7.30pm to update deer farmers on the
industry, VNZ's plans for the future and local plant

expansion. ¥

The meeting is open to all interested reer- farmers.
o 8

A light supper will follow.

) i




Wdrninﬁ” ot to
domegstic pigs into wild

By John Stirling

Wild pigs are known carriers
of bovine Tb, with infection
rates in some surveys of up to
409;. Hunters releaslng
domestic pigs into the wil
may be aggravating the situ-
ation.

The chairman of the Otago
Regional Animal Health Ad-
visory Committee, Mr Bruce
McNab, of Owaka, said
reperts had been received of
irresponsible people, in-
cluding hunters, releasing
domestic pigs into the wild on
private land and Department
of Conservation land.

In fact, there was a real
risk that the liberated pigs
could introduce bevine Tb
into the area. To i|l:;mte¢:t‘. the
country’s meat industry it
had to be stopped. Also,
respousible huniers could
lose their sport if landowners
had to resort to using expen-
sive saturation peisoning

fdected and clean wild pigs or
eer.

To prevent the irresponsi-
ble few ruining recreational
hMﬁnrﬁ for the responsible
majority, the release of
domestl{' pigs had to be stop-
ped. The practice was an of-
fence under the Wild Animals
Control Act, 1977, and DOC
had powers to prosecute of-
fenders.

The MAFQual veterinary
officer in Alexandra, Dr
Garry Knowles, said in Cen-
tral Bo there were many
instances of pig populations
being established or of ex-
isting  populations being
boested by illegal liberations.

While such actions pre-
sumably were intended fo in-
crease hunting opportunities,
in fact, this action was
counter-productive.

Liberation of pigs may
resulf in the introduction of
disease to am area where
previously it did not exist. As

release

Bovine Tb can and does in-
fect humillllls'E It is a IN(!:hronic
disease that can Very.
debilitating. Pig hunters are
especially at risk if the popu-
lation they hunt is infected.

Pigs wlthn tl:le di::ﬁsye chope
very well and us show
no overt signs of being in-
fected. Evem on post-
mortem, a frained eye is re-
quired to detect
with lesions often being

to a few glands in the
head or at ofher points
throughout the body.

The bacteria responsible
for causing Tb is killed by
cooking but not by £ :
Thus an infected pig is a ris
to the handler from the time
of being caught until cooked.

For these reasons it is ob-
vious that illegal liberations
can be highly detrimental to
pig populations, pig hunters
and farmed stock. Once Th is
established in wild animals

| Game Foods

!

ection |

operations.
‘Polisoning operations do

[ not discriminate between in-

a result, a resource intended
to benefit hunters becomes a
-risk to these very peeple,

in an area it is very difficult
to eradicate. Prevention is
the key.

happy A=
with offer

Mair Astley’s bid for Game Foods (NZ), owner
of the Kennington deer processing p]a:&'al;?ls
received the blessing of the Game Foods y

The Game Foods directors said yvesterday they
recommended shareholders accept Mair’s
offer and they would be accepting it for their
own shares.

Mair’s offer values Game Foods at $292.000
and betters, by 12¢ a share, an earlier bid by
Game Foods’ largest shareholder, Dunedin-
based Primary Producers’ Co-operative Society.

Mair has said it is committed to spending
about $3 million on upgrading and expanding
the Kennington plant.

Its offer also included a five-year slaughter [}

access right for existing shareholders.
“It will be
Southland,” Game Foods chairman John Mathe-
son said yesterday. AN
Mair, a subsidiary of Mainzeal Group, owns
export-licensed deer brocessing plants in
Hokitika and Rotorua. =

A

&

air7 onfident |

Mair Astley is ¢

secretary, Warwick Lobb, said yesterday.

Mair’s 40c a share offer for the Kennington deer
brocessing plant was sent to shareholders on April 10,
and has been recommended by the Game Foods

directors.

“We expect to assume control on May 15 and make

\ an early payment to

yesterday.

- Mair buys
deer sla

Mair Venison takes over the Ken-
nington deer slaughter plant on
Monday, following a successful bid
for Game Foods NZ Lid.

Mair Venison managing director Michael
Rice said yesterday the company planned to
spend between $800,000 and $1 million on
upgrading the plant.

The e:'cpansion would allow the plant to
handle 200 deer a day, compared with 40 now,
and éarry out much more boning and other
farther processing.

- Storage capacity, at bresent minimal,
- would need to be expanded.

The upgrading, designed also to meet more

stringent European Community require--

ments which come into effect next January
I, would mean more jobs, Mr Rice said. He
would not say how many.

All existing staff had been retained.

The expansion of the plant was warranted

=1

shareholders,” Mr Lobb said

”j.__,.\‘

/6/3/‘?0._

by the rapid growth in the export deer trade,
Mr Rice said.

In the year ended June 1990, 99,000 deer
had been slaughtered in New Zealand. The
estimate for the June 1992 year is 265,000.

In addition to its offer of 40c a share, Mair
guaranteed shareholders who supplied stock
in the past two years killing space at the
plant for the next five years,

“However,” Mr Rice said, “we are dedi-
cated to quality and this must extend to the
quality of stock drafted for supply to our
plants.”

With winter approaching and feed short,
pressure on killing space was considerable.

“We are well aware of the urgency attach-
ing to increased slaughter capacity and until
this is achieved we will use our best endeav-
ours to maximize throughput, recognizing
the constraints of the existing facilities,” Mr

Rice said.

Mair Venison, which already has deer

o,

good for the deer industry in [

) Q .

Kennington
ughter plant

slaughter plants at Rotorua and Hokitika, is
a division of Mair Astley, a major exporter of
wool and leather.

Mair Astley, in turn, is 70 percent-owned
by Mainzeal Group.

Mr Rice said the offer had pbassed the 90
percent minimum acceptance level and was
now unconditional.

Payment would be dispatched immediately
for acceptances received and the offer,
which was to have closed yesterday, had
been extended to June 30. The company
wou]ld then move to compuisorily acquire the
remaining shares.

Mair’s offer valued Game Foods at
$292,000.

Game Foods' largest shareholder, with 26
percent, was Dunedin-based Primary Produ-
cers Co-operative Society, which took all the
plant's throughput. N

PPCS made an earlier 28c a share bid for
Game Foods.

L=

Its bid is conditional on 90 Percent acceptance. /
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‘ If you farm red deer
- and are of the opinion
. wapiti genes are bad
} business, then you
should read this.

‘Similarly, if you are using

g hybrids in your deer breeding
| programme, you also should

For as long as I can rememni-
; there has been controversy
' about the merits of using wapiti
* genes to upgrade the perform-
,.an_ce of pure red stock.
. In one corner the red men
olaim wapiti genes will not
ve per hectare perform-
because the bigger ani-
g eat more so you have to
arry fewer of them.
Anyway, the waps will get
against the yard wall one
when you least expect it.
- In-the oiner corner, wapiti
men claim ease of attaining the
maical 50kg carcass weight at
early age, better velvet
its and that if you let
urself be caught in the same
) with a 400kg wapiti bull
uring the rut, you probably
ve a reminder that all

animals need to be care-
glly handled. Besides, station
have caused more injury
3 deer — red or wapiti.

Like all controversial argu-
" ments, the points made by both
have merit — often scien-
based but often re-
ed with anecdotal evi-

|

Wapiti v

or the large range of

by x4

- g
On the farm
with Graham Butcher

dence, depending in which cor-
ner yeu stand.
As T see it, the truth lies not

1 aithpy» narnaorn hyyt 2
H- ey Corner 2t SQL‘.&‘.‘E xii

the middle of the ring.

Consider the breeding herd.
The sole purpose of the breed-
ing herd is to produce
kilograms of weaned calf — the
more the better.

But the cost of doing so has to
be considered.

The cost should be measured
in kilograms of dry matter, the
fuel of the herd.

If you relate the fuel cost
with the outputs (kilos of calf)
you will find pure red hinds
(100kg live weight weaning
48kg at 85 percent calving) will
do so at a cost of 30kg of dry

i
2

L2 Piliiw

red deer

matter per Kilogram of calf
weaned.

If you progressively increase
the weight of the hind and stag
used to say 140kg hybrid, then
to 170kg New Zealand wapiti,
the cost of producing the kilos
of calf weaned will increase a
small amount because of the
higher maintenance cost of the
larger animals.

This will happen despite the
heavier weight of calf weaned.

However, if you maintain the
100kg red hind and progress-
ively increase the size of the
stag, say to New Zealand wapiti
or F1 size, then the cost of
producing kgs of calf drops.

Red hinds would seem to be
the most efficient dam and the
use of wapiti-type sires adds to
the efficiency of producing
calves. '

A system of using an elite red
hind herd, say 30 percent of
hinds, to produce replacements
with all other hinds bred to a
sire with the desired amount of
wapiti genes (terminal maob)
would appear to be an efficient
system.

The performance of the hy-
brid calves in terms of growth
rate GR and later velvet
weights will be improved.

The light hind problem will
be eased in the hybrid calves.

PS: When handling the
wapiti-type bulls you should
take care.

i}

* *F ment of Mair Venison Ltd,

of the Game Foods NZ

pl'ant, to introduce you to our company,
* and share with you our plans for our

& Southland plant.

' We welcome your attendance and look
L forward to meeting you at any one of the

3P 4 venues listed below.

MAIR VENISO

LIMITED

| MESSAGE TO ALL...

P E e .-

Venison /6/5/41%

For week beginning May 18, 1992

VENISON NZ: AP Stag 70-75kg +20c; 75-100kg +25¢/kg.”

Grade Weights Fortex Mair Ven';szo = PPCS/
nl
kg $/kg $ikg $ikg - $/kg
AP Hind To 35 1.40 1.55 1.90 3.05
AP Hind 3540 230 2.05 2.20 3.05
PP Hind 4045 2.30 2.30 250 3.80
PP Hind  45-50 345 3.90 365 3.80
$P Hind  50-55 4.30 4.60 4.40 4.45
-§P Hind 5560 430 470 4.40 4.45
1 WP Stag - 4550 3.65 410 3.80 4.00
i - Al i AP Stag  50-55 450 4.70 455 465
B ER FARM ERS . AP Slag 55-60 4.50 4.80 4.60 4.65
o ﬁ = * AP Stag 60-65 4.50 4,80 10 4.55
1 .-G ; i APStag 6570 4.10 450 5y 455
~ 3F We invite you to meet with the manage- . APStag 7075 410 3.90 4.00 :.12
u AP Stag 7580 4.10 375 4.00 A
the new oyvners i AP Stag  80-85 4.10 3.55 4.00 4.15
Ltd Kennington % AP Stag  85-100 3.20 320 3.50 3.80
"
i AF1, AT 50-70 2.70 2,85 2.80 2.90
i AF1, AT  over 70 270 2,10 2.50 2.90
4 AR2 50-70 2.20 2.15 2.00 2.20
L
]
L ]
]
.| CcHANGES:
|
L]

PPCS: Schedule for Islington plant now in Table. AP grades

KILLING
AND LIVE

For your future booking
space CALL
Independent Agent . .
TOM MAY
Deer Representative
PHONE OR FAX
(03) 236-7035
Mobile ph (025) 333-171
Regional and International
Advice Available -

U032

Deer kill up

More hinds than stags

are now bein ed in

New Zealand. 617}
The Game Induslry

Board reports that figures

supplied by deer slaugh-
ter premises show that of
the 257,759 animals
slaughtered to April 30
this year, 131,852 (51
percent) were hinds.

At the same time last
year hinds accounted for
just 39 percent of the total
kill. Actual kill numbers
have increased by 63
percent from 158,089 at
April 30, 1991.

. :&'! .

1 ' i 1 ind 30-85%
L DATEITIME- VENUE. ] :ﬁ&gaﬁg‘ggg%m g&;gk?:u-r 10c; 70;(85kg -+|-1%c/:(g.glAlFl
h i b te i ame
Mon, J 8 ROSEBANK LODGE HOTEL i gggdsnfzgnﬁicngto:l)e Trom this wesk. SR
on’ une . ' NOTE: Only the main grades are shown, animals may be
2 Oopm 265 Clvde st : downgraded for age, confermation, fat cover or quality-
ks L .
8 Rosebank ’
Balclutha NOTES:
1 i i in doll k
Mon, Jun 8  CROYDON LODGE HOTEL e e e e . (3ho/kg) noeds 1o D6 dedcted
8.00pm Main Queenstown Highway Lalong with transport to works.

. 0 G re ' 2. MAFQual inspection charges need also be deducted. They
1 o \are (§ per head) Seafield $7, Venison NZ Mossburn 87,

i Kennington $7, Mair Hokitika $7.85. PPCS Islington $5.00.
, ;’l:)%;,n;lune 9 ;E zs:uuTll-eFr‘rAa\(I:ELODGE ' INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY AGRI-FAX
= Te Anau '

Tues, June 9 CENTRAL SOUTHLAND
. 8.00pm LODGE HOTEL

ol 232 Great North Road

: Winton ’

i __as0nn
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Radi

wild pig control

ALEXANDRA

Wild pigs with radio
transmitters are leading
shooters to other pigs on
the Pisa Range in Central
Otago, where MAF Live-

-stock Services is research-
ing bovine tuberculosis.

This type of pig control, which
MATPF calls the Judas pig method,
began 18 months ago after tra-
ditional methods were ineffec-
}ive where pig numbers were
ow.

Pigs are attracted to each other
and like to live in groups.

Once every six weeks a heli-
copter flies over the Pisa Range
to find the 12 pigs with transmit-
ters collared to their necks. The
pigs without transmitters are
killed.

Alexandra MAF officer Gary
Knowles said the work could be
difficult as pigs grew helicopter-
shy after'one encounter with the
aircraft and hid in the alpine
tussock.

By IONA CONDIE

The Pisa Range is the only
area where the control method is
used on pigs, but transmitters
have been used in national parks
to reduce goat numbers and in
other countries to control bison.

The Pisa Range research was
to study pig movement and to
develop a cost-effective method
of controlling infected pigs, Mr
Knowles said. It was part of a
$30,000-a-year research pro-
gramme funded by the national
Animal Health Board.

Tuberculosis is a disease
which can be transmitted to
humans, and importers of New
Zealand meat could use it as a
non-tariff trade barrier.

The disease is killed by cook-
ing, but not freezing, and hu-
mans are most susceptible to
infection when they have open
wounds and process dead or live
animals with the disease.

Pigs carry Tb, but it has not
been proven they spread it.

A survey of wild pigs in Cen-
tral Otago showed 30 percent of
them carried Tb. In contrast,
only four infected possums have
ever been found in the district.

Some ferrets and wild cats
have been found with Tb.

MAF has not monitored Tb-
infected possums and prefers a
control policy rather than a
monitoring one, as it is already
known possums spread the dis-
ease.

The incidence of Tb had in-
creased steadily in Central Otago
in the past 10 years, mirroring
the increase in other endemic
areas which together cover one-
third of New Zealand.

In the past eight months, 42,000
cattle have been tested in Cen-
tral Otago and 90 reactors found.
The area has 53 herds governed
by the movement control regu-
lations.

Deer, which are highly infec-
tious Tb carriers, have also been

) transmitters in

tested, and seven herds are
under movement control.

This compares with 60 move-
ment control herds and 57 reac-
tors from 42,000 cattle tested in
the same period last year. )

In 1990, more than 120 cattle
reacted to Tb tests and there
were 65 movement control herds.

MAF has operated a possum
poisoning programme for the
past 18 months, using 1080 pellets
distributed from bait stations on
the boundaries of some endemic
areas in Central Otago.

Co-operation was the key to
the eradication of tuberculosis,
Mr Knowles said. Everyone had
to make a concerted effort to
control wild animals carrying
the disease.

“People on very big properties
with a lot of possums are facing
an uphill struggle at the mo-
ment.

“They are fortunate that the
possum densities are often guite
low by national standards, but
unfortunately the vast tracts of
land that they inhabit make con-
trol verv difficult” he said.

o
ou

A protocol allowing live deer exports
to South Korea has been settled but is so
strict few New Zealand farmers will be
able to meet its conditions.

Until this year South Korea banned
imports of live deer as its farmers
vigorously opposed competition from
outside in their lucrative market.

New Zealand’s negotiator on the pro-
tocol; Dr Derek Timbs, the Agricuiture
Ministry’s animal exports national serv-
ice manager, said trying to meet the
protocol’s terms would be risky for New
Zealand farmers.

Deer could be sent to Korea only from
farms with a 20-kilometre radius that
had been free of tuberculosis and
johne’s disease for five years.

“It's tough,” Dr Timbs said.

There were some areas that qualified
but they contained few deer.

Dr Timbs said farmers could develop
herds in those areas but they would be
taking commercial risks because they
had no control over what happened cn
other farms in the 20km' radius.

“It would be risky but if the price is
right it might be a risk worth taking.”

Massey University veterinarian Peter
Wilson visited South Korea last year
and found that elk fetched between
$10,000 and $25,000 a head, sika $3000
each and red deer about $11,000 a tine.

= ==

protocol
h for NZ

Velvet sold fresh at $800 a kilogram -
up to six times the New Zealand price -
and blood collected during the velvet
harvest and drunk immediately fetched
$200 for a 400-millilitre cup.

Few New Zealand deer farmers would
be able to enter the market though, he
said. ;

The market was not as glossy for New
Zealanders as it seemed.

Aside from the disease problems,
Korean buyers coming to New Zealand
would see deer being sold at $200 a head
and would want to pay the same price.
New Zealand prices rather than those
achieved in Korea would prevail. Most
money would go to middlemen.

There were also several export com-
panies competing so prices would not
improve unless a cartel, such as the
Dairy Board, was formed.

The number of deer wanted by
Koreans would be limited, as was the
available quarantine space in South
Korea.

Dr Timbs said there appeared little
prospect of the Koreans’ attitude relax-
ing. Negotiators had tried several times
to convince them to alter the protocol.

Countries such as Australia, Canada
and the United States had large disease-
free areas and would be able to meet the
strict conditions but did not have deer
industries able to take full advantage of
the opening. — NZPA

= ——~
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Ferrets s oread Tb.

Ferrets, whic

spreading tuberculosis, Tarras farme

the Centraé Otago pest manage
ing yesterday-
%ig caid 30 percent of ferrets
That was more than possums.
Mr Davis descri

‘bed the spread of tuberculosis by -

ALEXANDRA

its in Central Otago, are
b Dyt FabUHE mcerPeter oter Davis told

committee megt-
‘tuberculosis.

iy

ferrets as three times worse than by possums and said

it was a known fact
through the urinary tract.

Otago Regionz
Bill Johnsen said

that the disease was passed

1 Council pest management officer
e forrets travelled much faster than

possums and can cover gokm in a day.

QO /dqi Venison

For week beginning June 22, 1992

Grade Weights Fortex Mair Veni;o = PPCS/
" oN.
kg $/kg $/kg " $/kg $/kg
AP Hind To 35 1.50 1.55 290 ek 3.10
AP Hind 35-40 3.15 225 3.20 o N30
AP Hind 4045 3150 3.20 3.45 4.10
AP Hind 45-50 4.20 4.10 4.25 4.10
AP Hind 50-55 4.90 4.80 4.90 4.80
Hind 55-60 4.90 4.90 5.0 4.80
AP Stag 45-50 4.40 4.30 4.30 4.30
AP Stag 50-55 510 4.90 5.00 5.00
AP Slag 5560 5.10 5.00 5.05 5.00
AP Stag 60-65 510 5.00 5.05 4.90
P Stag 65-70 4.55 4.70 4.80 4.90
AP Stag 70-75 4.55 4.40 4,45 4.35
AP Stag 75-80 4.55 4.00 4.45 435
AP Stag 80-85 4,55 3.80 4.45 435 -
AP Stag 85-100 3.30 3.40 3.50 3.85
AF1, AT 50-70 270 3.25 3.25 2.95
AF1, AT over 70 270 2.10 2,75 2.95
AF2 50-70 2.20 2.00 2.50 225
CHANGES:
T FORTEX: AP Stag/Hind under 35kg and 45-65kg +5c:
35-45kg + 10c.
VENISON NZ: AP Stag/Hind AP under 40kg + 100c; 40-45kg
+75¢c; 45-65kg + 20c; 65-85kg +25¢; AT under 45kg + 10c;
45-70 +20c; 70-100kg +25c/kg
_PPCS; Stag/Hind AP 40-70kg + 10c; 70-85kg + 15¢/kg
NOTE: Only the main grades are shown, animals may be
downgraded lor age, conformation, fat cover or quality
NOTES:

1. The net venison prices are shown above in dollars per kg
carcass weight. The GIB levy (2Bc/kg) needs to be deducted
along with transport to works.

2. MAFQual inspection charges need also be deducted. They
are (3 per head) Seafield $7, Venison NZ Mossburn $7,
Kennington $7, Mair Hokitika $7.85. PPCS Islington $5.00.

INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY AGRI-FAX
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. _ CHRISTCHURCH
- | New Zealand deer industry exports could reach

‘900 million next year, says Game Industry Board
| cliief executive Richard Janes, =
'Exports of deer products earned a record §$146:5
million for the year ended June 1992, an increase of
a9 percent over the same period last year. )
Venison remains the major export earner,
ing $81.3 million, compared with $53.4 million
June 1991, Volume increased to 10,000 tonnes.

‘percent increase in export value to $5.2 million.

| exports reached $100 million. ‘Now we’re looking
down the barrel towards $200 million next year:
| This is an industry growing fast and working 1oy

e iis gro M)
foundation for the industry’'s recent growth
the traditional venison markets in Europe,
¢ countries fook large volumes. This had been
o possible by a big increase in New Zealand
uction over the last two years. 1
to Germany, the single largest markety
sed by $13.5 million to $31.2 million. Exports
Sweden, Finland, Denmark, and Norway had
ly doubled in the last year. -
said therboard had recently launched itg:

wi: ustry strategic plan for the next five y{ears;ﬁ

ed to create demand for the rapidly’
_ (it uetion of venison, velvet, and other
r products.

| industry marKeting board. Members included pro-
ducer and exporter representatives who worked
glosely together to maximize returns across the
‘whole industry.

| “We believe we can harness the competitive drive
‘of the private sector exporters with an industry
| umbrella marketing strategy and achieve the best
possible combination. These latest results look as
though we are succeeding so far, he said.

‘The number of hides and skins exported rose
from 87,600 to 216,100, Leather receipts grew to $1.7
million in 1992, with Italy the major customer,

million and hides, skins, and leathers recorded a 65|

"Mr Janes said it was only a year ago that deers

The board was not the same as other producer |
.| hoards. It could be more accurately deseribed as an |

| followed by Australia and Hong Kong. — NZPA .
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\New PPCS
veniso

.| A positive development on the former Burnside
freezing works site in Dunedin came claser yester-
I ‘day when PPCS revealed a decision to open a
venison slaughtering and processing plant there.
| Since the Canterbury-based Waitaki group closed
| Burnside in 1988 at a toll of several hundred jobs,
| Dunedin-based PPCS, which bought the discarded
| site, has created an increasing number of employ-
| ment opportunities on the site.
‘The new Burnside operation will be fully oper-
|: al before Christmas 1992, 2 company spokes-
Jl PES expects the facility to make a significant
" contribution to the PPCS venison kill"

. PPCS confirmed it was satisfied with the perform-
ance of its venison plant opened at Islington,
Christchurch, after earlier selling PPCS’s minority
shareholding in Game Foods Ltd in Southland.
“PPCS has been particularly pleased with the
. significant reduction we have achieved in killing

osts, which has had the desired benefit of increas-

man said.
PPCS clients would again be given priority for
killing space at the new facility.

deer products reached a record $146.5
million for the year ended June 1992 and already.
here were forecasts that $200 million in industry
may be achieved next year. 1. S
believed the venison market would be an
oing international opportunity and New Zea-
"4 venison farms could provide excellent prod-

Accordingly, it had made strategic long-term
| investments in the industry.

FY —

5

plant |

ing returns to its farmer shareholders," the spokes- |

~ The spokesman said the country’s exports of New |

—

This rising four-year-old pure New Zealand born elk bull bred by South
Hillend deer farmers Neville and Sandra Cunningham has been sold to
Da.?gaville interests for $30,000. The bull, to be known in future as
Ka.lpa_ra King, has been recorded back for four generations in the
Cunningham’s Taringatura Park stud. He cut 2.9kg spiker velvet in 1990
and 4.05kg of super A velvet as a two-year-old and 5.7kg super A at three
years. When weighed in January this year the bull recorded 337kg. Mr
Cunningham said the sale vindicated their efforts of 17 years of breeding
elk and he is confident the bull has the potential to become one of the
country’s best elk sires. Mr Cunningham supervised the transport of the
bull and five elk cows, in cailf to it, to their new home in Northland this
week. The cows were sold for $4000 each.

night in bushkka.

TE ANAU
Two Invercargill men spent a wet and
cold Sunday night in the bush near
Manapouri after getting lost on a hunt-
ing trip.
Sergeant Lloyd Matheson, of Te Anau,
said the two men had walked out to the
searchers’ helicopter about noon yester-

day.

Darryl McStay and Mark Shanks had
left Manapouri early on Sunday morn-
ing for a day’s hunting in the Back
Valley area, telling friends they would
return at 4.30pm.

Their friends raised the alarm when
they had not returned at nightfall, and
police assembled search teams.

Searchers decided to wait until the
morning, and to allow the men enough
daylight hours to walk out before begin-
ning a search, Mr Matheson said.

Ten searchers were flov'gn._.fnto the
area after the men had not appeared by
1lam. '

But not long after the |
landed at Back Valley hut, afte ;
down the search teams, the men
emerged from the bush. =

They were cold, wet and embarrassed,
but otherwise well, he said.

They had got lost and had spent the
cold, wet night sheltering in bracken on
the ridge between Lake Rakatn and
Stinking Creek. _

The men had gone into the bush
without adequate gear or foed for a
night out, Mr Matheson said.

Neither had taken a compass, either,
something that would probably have

. enabled them to avoid getting lost.

3 }4] ] Y2, DEER HUNTERS

There has been a change in regulations for Feral Deer
delivered to Venison New Zealands Mossburn Depot, and
Taimexs Game Depot in Te Anau, As from August 1, 1952
all Feral Deer must be delivered to the above two depots

with heads on.

We realize this will be inconvenient to most hunters but
new German Regulations demand this new }nspect1qn
method so that product can be exported into their

country.

Hunters must make sure that the deer are well ppened up
around the neck area so the carcass cools down quickly,
For further information, consult your local depot agent.

' ID Stewart
MANAGER VNZ MOSSBURN

16821
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O oM 2EF B Y
g8z 8grgESEgc2uncta
f P L~ 3 i ey
EENEEE RAF SRR S VENISON VALUES B 2/¢[cis
g gu ':3 - 8 8 iy o] g @ 8 '2 % g 3 8 Grad: £ week beginning August 31, 1992 B |
2.8 oBEogH, EReENZS s et e My VieReTe |
o . T o o =hiEd B
TRR el B0 55 58oas 82z A PiHind | To% 130 180 250  250-
¢ 25 gsiEH noES 5 S A b Hind 35-40 355 370 370 400 '
gEE § S eRgBcSes g3 P Hind 40-45 440 405 420 450" '
=3 g7 gs " EER § = N A BiY 4550 480 490 495 580 e oL SERVAIION
sgs zEY wEijded BE 3 I g G
: ¢ ! 5.80
S8> §EF FREAREE 8D Afemh 2R fe o et .
E52 b Bee8BNg “F A b Stag 5055 585 590 590 600 &
238 oo ,EEBZME R A P Stag 55-60 585 600 600 600 ; .
g’:E ohe ’UE. g’., & ) (_<D —- 5,_ A PStgg gg‘gg g?g ggo 6.00 6.00 . ReVISGd Huntlng
N = TRq % Pp 08w 4= A P Stag 7075 510 S5 200 o Permit Syst
szE Spf zZe® oFw g3 AR mw SN iR IR ystem
2 = [t =2 SR -85 510 42 : 00"
5%e $03 HB = 2 «g &e A P Stag 85100  3.80 340 350 Soh és offiss Angnd 1992
®_ D »3r 50 @l : AF1/AT 55-65 4f 2.70 575 ol 33?; anterbury will operate
o} % = " g a-g_& 5 g ﬁ;;/AT 75568700' 2.70 2.90 2.95 240 a 2 monthly hunting
2pg SZ .- 7R s 220 200 250 2 permit’ system. This
= =§=3 a } e . @ m 15 i
aR? Bro »»E:a BESR EF Age UndZ‘:LZL:lon!vorYt‘r:ls-UEs Over 24 iths it e ae
i “ Weight (kg) MY T 23 30 ;igi@menged_ on i’*ﬂ
n2EZ BE SR8 45w s S S rim basis only.
B S @ e =X s R . e Numbers of
5 = %i ; @ % £ é ?é S ‘f 03 ;‘.%o 5 pair_ 440 460 460 4.60 365 390 issued for 2 gg:?ﬂﬁ;
®<dlg B35 » 2 90058 é 1 The gross venison prices:sh i open zones will not be
5o B ZES & E‘ N PB g, D the MIAF qually fee. GIB levy or transport (0 works deduaias - ¢ | restricted, ‘exclusive of
siosd Zoopaag “E0E % 5850 % . i 3550, Bt 8530, o s B, TR e M
Z8.ag 128 BEdEE ofan i, 32 50Venion N7 (Hasing) 500, Venson NE () tcths ds o ghe ate of
& N2 .3 .00, fallow $4.00. — as o € date o
¢ pb; ) 'Qﬁ 2R g4 P, 2Cal"[;’\hlf:‘-Es: AFFCO: All AP grades have been increased by between issue.
$EPa S PSS oo B5oPE & s +20c:?d %ﬁ:?kag}.(_ MAIR: AP staghind under 45kg +10¢; 45-65kq A number of Restricted
Qg 6’7 o o g = 26 a5 g. ; : AP stag/hind 40-45kg +55¢; 45-50kg +150;-60- Hunti Zo 3
2 .9¢w 858 2B g e e +10¢; more than B5kg +20c/kg. VENISON NZ- AP e 4MM5 unting Zones will be
7ofe  Bo SES gz B ﬂ up, 20¢ to 30c; AP hind 35-40kg +50c, 40-70kg up 20¢ to 2%‘;”@_;% excluded from this
o QB 4] 5 re than g up 10c to 5 . 5o Syst. i
s80%g Fa &H, B2EG B e 9 1% ook Mk T € e SLER I soneeill
U:[:; L 5 gg 5 = g -y SR 1B rioms St PO Trae 0c: more than 24 months 17- be available for a
RES%no mB2 S9F FEAS — Informatin supplied by AGRIFAX R hookad n
gg&jgﬁ =l 'g' gg;". Egéz =l te advance as hunter
0B . Bg! » & numbers will be
agdmm gggw 3:x:a .—»Q‘mg’,, restricted.
,:g:?EE- @ 5 O " o NZ°§: Permits for any Open
58388 28 258 aoEE® Hunting Zo i
~Sg8 & 2 ne will be
L8875 BSE 9% Sy&3 available from any DOC
; ¢ issuin offic i
5 .88 & 2 EgEeR FEe Canterl%ury whi!sfthg
(g;g;-g g‘ég '“?:‘}E«% S'ngmé for Restricted Hunting
2 3a8 R:‘,&g =] ‘3"-'”% 8-83:‘ Zones will only be
g S oo EE BT Mo =y »g;;— available from the local
2.8 Sas5’ 83 ggwg)N- ges issuing office.
S5 oY N 5gd g;g &9 To obtain a permit you
5p8 6 gmgEEEsE §u= ke e A
B ‘bES 55.;3 E’g.w nEHm Sgo H Fg’earrﬂs Licence and
] w. i
9,.% : gé_c ) gaé ® ; 8 29 =4 BE i pe'r?rrgttegnttﬁggeﬁlgfétagg
il 2 i B e ; _ 5 tattooed, treated for
6:5 OEEE F g = o'ﬁ o‘g; gé = hydatids and registered
25 5 @ gm ~ 2 oA anma registered.
3'0;' ?g g. 5 g '§.§§ § %g o % office for. ?uulftiier details.
< am § ; . 4 )
UE‘ 3 o g go~8 §g=§ 3 _M.aJl.CCUDDIHY
b 2 = o2 ® « egional Conservator
12 38 i ExEr 858 i |
Z w5 98 § Q= > o
y e I
o] 8§ - 82 ZE5g 4§ S8 /92..
O = = S Gl e
LR ) =1 - g 6 HL.4
7R 9% R F KB Foe m “s e
0 o HHT AgE ' ' : : 3 : [
g §5 g §§ g 8 B8 § a E:E:% g g m . Hamilton policebe- of New Zealand’s charged withtwo burgla-
é‘ % :§ ggm. g.g 525 5 >3 é ® gg‘ c% lieve they have major velvet markets. ries relating to the thefts.
5 1E BHE S g:‘:‘:, 29 g : opd smashed a $million  Police say the total  Bothofthesetookplace
g =™ g © > S owd g gg g = yelvet theftring which value of velvet reported in the Waikato area early
g*d @ .E 5";‘3 B g% 3 g 5 §§£ 2 gg- isthoughttohavebeen stolen is in the vicinity of in 1990 and more than
ag =S 8 E 5 S Bs B3 H’g“’ S ag operatingintheupper $1.2 million, but it is $200,000 worth of velvet
X F‘g gg,g hEge g..‘.’, 2 E‘g ' North Island for the thought this figure could was stolen.
4 9 . J
55 E E'O g qgo-g_‘ g %8_%’?, 9% 5; past three years. climb  closer to the $2 A Rotorua man, until
gé’g 2 BB Ca Soes50” Detectivesinvestigat- million mark. 1
SEE o m25 2 52558, ' Lile recently employed by a
% g %55 v E X HEOS L B ing thg velvet Heafi of tklle inquiry, firm dealing in deer and
g S | S B 2 g;% 14 2 Sy ® 2 : industry, since thefts Detective Senior Sergeant deer products, has also
N;E'E'g R A % = &g‘g’é § 1 began in 1989, have Mike Whitehead, said been arrested and
Sga 2o - %8. (,Fé ;38 g %g g travelled throughout much of the stolen velvet charged with receiving
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Controls have now port of live deer by Ministry of Customs. riculture Minister John
been placed on the ex- MAF a?d / the Customs Minister Falloon explained, “they
- e L IR

= Bt
live deer exports would meeting quarantine re-
now 0,“1)’ be approved by quirements on arrival.”
MAF’s Chief Veterinary ~ pr-Ealjoon said Korean

Officer when the ani- . .
mals met the health Agriculture officials re-

requirements of the im-
porting country.
“These standards are

n live deer export

The Minister said if
uncertified animals did
Murray McCullysaidthe  will have little difficulty reach  Korea they

would have ‘to be re-
turned or slaughtered -
causing a potentially
embarrassing situation
for both countries.
cently became_ aware of a Mr McCully said the
proposed shipment of new control measures
New Zealand deer which would protec[ the inter-

bilaterally negotiated and didn’t meet their stand- ests of genuine live
ensure if animals are ards.Theyasked MAF to animal exporters who
properly certified in the ensure uncertified ani- wanted to export certi-

country of export,” Ag- mals do not enter Korea. fied animals.
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“farmers went sour this week when

health protocol requirements.

)

shipment of more than 900
armeraised red deer and wapiti
05§ ‘animals from Southland had
en seheduled to leave Christ-

¢h International Airport on

Ahe deer were destined for
Koiean deer farmers, for breeding.

e Ministers of Agriculture and
» Customs announced on Wednesday
* ' that controls had been put on the
\export of live deer under the Export
" Prohibition Regulations. Customs
‘Minister Murray McCully said the
‘export of deer would only be ap-
i proved by MAF's chief veterinary
‘pfficer if they met animal health
. requirements of the importing

- " Agriculture Minister John

Falloon said the animal health stan-
‘dards were set after negotiations
‘with the importing country.

Korean agriculture officials had
‘apparently become aware of the
‘intended import of deer from New
¥ealand which did not meet Korean
‘animal health standards.

. Mr Falloon 'stressed that if
~uncertified animals were to arvive

MAF chief veterinary officer
3 O'Hara confirmed yesterday
at e export of deer had been
scheditled but added that in no way
would'the animals have met the
Korean agriculture requirements,

MAF eould not issue a certificate
of health clearance, as required by
the protoeol agreed to by Korea and
New Zezland.

For exampie, the animals had not
been officially tested for Th and
they liad not been quarantined for
45 days, as required, he said.
~ Dr0'Hara said MAF had advised
the Korean importer, Korean Air-

By JOHN CUTT
Farming Editor

lines and the New Zealand agents of
its decision.

He said the controls announced
by the Ministers of Agriculture and
Customs — effective from Monday,
August 31, just days before the
intended export — had been in
response to MAF’s concerns at the
implications for New Zealand had
the animals arrived in Korea with-
ouf necessary certification.

Customs Department senior
supervisor (commercial) at Christ-
church airport Brian Ford also
confirmed an airlift of deer had
been planned this week.

However, Customs officials had
met the New Zealand export agents
and representatives of Korean Air-
lines and had clearly spelt out
terms of the prohibition order.

“Our requirement is that before

\allowing any export we insist on

having a Ministry of Agriculture
clearance certificate signed by the
chief veterinary officer,” he said.

“If we haven't got that then the
bottorn line is the deer can’t be
exported.”

_Mr Ford said Customs did not
expect any problems administering
the Export Prohibition Regulations.

The Southland deal had been
organized by two Koreans, Duncan
and Sam Kim, acting for a Korean
importer.

Mr Duncan Kim said in Invercar-
gill on Thursday they were con-
cerned that the export had been
stopped at the last moment.

They and the importer stood to
lose more than $1 million as a
result, Mr Kim said. _

It is understood about 10 South-
land deer farmers were involved in
the export deal,

S0€S ¢ our

A deer export deal involving Korean interests and Southland
the animals failed to meet animal

However, they would not entirely
lose out, Mr Kim said. The farmers
had been paid non-refundable de-
posits and would also be reim-
bursed for other costs.

A Korean delegation, including
Duncanand Sam Kim, began hego-
tiating with the farmers in June,
after their New Zealand agent re-
ceived letters from both MAF and
Customs giving the impression
there would be no problems with
the export shipment.

The Korean importer had booked

guarantine space with the Korean:
Ministry of Agriculture. That had

now lapsed, Mr Kim said.

However, Mr Kim and his pari-
ner will continue planning for an
export shipment from Southland in
November.

Mr Kim said this week’s deal was
to have been the foundation for a
long-term trading arrangement be-
tween New Zealand and Korea in
which Southland would have

laved a major part,

Dr O'Hara confirmed that an-
other export of deer to Korea by a
South Canterbury consortium was
being planned.

As far as he was aware the
animals in that shipment would
meet the health requirements set
out- in the Korean-New Zedian
protocol. :

MAE national adviser exports
Jim Edwards said vesterday the
Korean protocol governing the im-
portation of deer from New Zea-
land was extremely difficult to
meet.

“We have to work hard to ensure
we maintain New Zealand's good

international animal health and-

welfare image and we must alwayvs
see that we meet the imperting
countries’ requirements,” Dr Ed-
wards said.

de for deer

/e Jao. .

- velvet removal

A code of conduct for
the removal of deer ant-
: lers has been circulated to
e ; all deer farmers and
"\ yeterinarians.

‘ The code of recommen-
dations ‘and minimum
standards for velvet re-
moval is the result of two
vears work by a working

“party chaired by Pro-
* fessor David Blackmore,
chairman of the minis-

' terial Animal Welfare Ad-

[ ‘wisory Committee.

| The working group in-

i y tluded | representatives

from the Game Industry
Board, the New Zealand
Deer Farmers’ Associ-
ation, the New Zealand
Veterinary Association.
the deer branch of the
New Zealand Veterinary
Association and the Royal
New Zealand Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals. 3

The code requires that
the removal of velvet ant-
lers may only be carried
out under veterinary
supervision.

Non-veterinarians will

=

be allowed to velvet har-
vest their own stags after
appropriate fraining and
assessment of com-
petence, using only ap-
proved methods of anaes-
thesia,

Removal of velvet with-
out veterinary supervis-
ion . and anaethesia is
likely to be considered a
contravention of the Ani-
mals Protection Act.

Inspectors will be war-
ranted under the act to
actively monitor and fol-
low up any allegations of

develvetting malpractice.

The Animals Remedies
Board is expected to have
an anaethesia training
programme for farmers
in place for the spring
1993 develvetting season.

Electrical and mechan-
ical techniques including
electro-immobilization,
acupuncture and tourni-
quet methods are not at
present approved and will
only be considered for
approval after sub-
mission of detailed sup-
porting scientific data.
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Mr McKay with two pure-bred bulls.

Wapiti trial may open new doors

Venison New Zealand is slaughtering Wapiti
atits Hastings plant in the hope of creating a new
niche export market.

A trial of 15 wapiti have been slaughtered and
are being exported to an up-market restaurant in
Quebec, Canada,

Venison New Zealand chairman Nigel Gould
said the company would pay a $6 schedule for
carcasses 80kg and heavier which contain 60 per
cent or more wapiti blood.

Havelock North wapiti breeder Dave McKay

said the trade would create the first New Zealand

sdaedukfocwapmasabzwdm:tsownngm
ltgavewspmanﬁmhty.whtdlunMﬂow
had only been slaughtered in the red deer

Brecdﬁswouldnobmbepﬁﬂﬁéd.for

L |4l

sending the heavier animals for slaughter, Mr
McKay said.

To take advantage of the red deer schedule
which pays a premium for 55kg to 65kg carcass-
es, wapiti breeders had to slaughter animals at
less than 10 months of age, Mr McKay said.

Killing at an early age meant breeders could
not realise breeding potential, he said.

The average weight of a lO-month-old wapiti
red deer cross bull is 95kg and 90kg for a cow.

Wapiti, or Canadian elk, were first brought
into New Zealand in the early 1900s and were
released in Fiordland for game hunting,

They are now mainly used for breeding to
;uﬁmsemrmsswelghtsofwddw Mr McKay

~ Venison New Zealand’s Hastings plant oper-

Rob Wilson said the company
hadbm!iab;ggerslaughtaboxtoldﬂwapm
The old slaughter box was not big enough to
cope with the large animals.

Extension costs were between $2000 and

It would be an exciting new venture for the
company if the wapm trial was successful, Mr
e

tsons deer agent Gordon Herrington
welcomed the new export as it gave wapiti
farmexsmoreopnons for their animals.
Anyﬁung new is good for the deer
industry.”

There were several Hawke’s Bay farmers with
wapmwhowouldbeabletotakeadvamageof'
the export market, Mr Herrington said.

New regu} t10ns will put

pressure on deer 1ndustry

Changes to German regulations
covering the killing and processing
of feral deer destined for that
market will cause inconvenience to
hunters and helicopter recovery

. operators.

The changes came into effect on
August 1.

Previously, feral deer had to be
presented at the Mossbirn and Te
Anau Taimex game depots com-
plete with heart, liver and kidneys.

The manager of Venison New
Zealand’s deer slaughter and pro-
cessing plant at Mossburn, Ian
Stewart, said the regulations now
required that, in addition, feral
deer carcasses must be presented
for inspection complete with the
tongue, gullet and lungs, including
windpipe and larynx. -

“This means that all feral deer
should arrive at Mossburn with the
head on so a proper inspection can
take place,” Mr Stewart said.

“This is a blow, especially to the
operators of helicopters, who see
this as another downward move in
the industry.

“With prices being at probably a
$2.70/kg average, helicopter recov-
ery operations are now very mar-
ginal.”

Mr Stewart said the demand for
feral deer in Europe had, however,
strengthened and operators were
hoping for a significant rise in
price in the near future.

If that did not come there was the

possibility helicopter recovery op-
erations might cease.

]

Mr Stewart recommended hun-
ters supplying feral deer should
make sure the carcasses were well
opened up around the neck area so
the carcass could cool down
quickly.

Te Anau helicopter recovery op-
erator Mark Hollows described the.
changed regulations as Just an-
other problem to overcome- in an
industry that has not been. d&m{g:
too well in the last fewiyears."

Operators had been aware of the
impending changes for some
months, he said.:

While the new imspection regu-
lations were going to be a headache
there was littte that.operators could
do and there was “net much use
making too much of a fuss.”



Planto g
on possum

TOUGHER stock movement controls
and a more efficiently co-ordinated re-
‘Sponse were essential to beat the tuber-
gulosis and possum problems, Conserva-
fion Minister Denis Marshall said yes-
terday.
~ The Government would expect all
~ sectors, including its own agencies, to
“get serious” about tuberculosis and
possums, he said.

There would be one nationally co-
ordinated but regionally agreed strate-
gy, not fragmented or conflicting ap-
proaches, said Mr Marshall, who is also
associate minister of agriculture.

Six of the last 10 outbreaks in en-
gemic areas had been caused by trans-
orting infected cattle, deer or feral
pigs to tuberculosis-free areas where
they infected local possums.

Stronger movement control provi-
sions would require all cattle and deer
more than 12 months old to have a pre-
movement test a maximum of 90 days
before being moved within or from
high-risk endemic areas, and all stock
moved from a property would have to
be accompanied by a note from the
farmer showing the required test had
been passed.

Mr Marshall said sustained control
over eight or more years was crucial if
tuberculosis was te be eradicated from
possums, with an initial reduction of 75

Tvercargill (PA). — A deer ex-
port deal involving Korean inter-
ests and Southland farmers went
sour last week when the animals
failed to meet animal health pro-
tocel requirements, MAF has

confirmed. :

A shipment of more than 900
Southland farm-raised red deer and
wapiti cross animals, destined for
Korean deer breeders, bad been
scheduled to leave Christchurch In-
ternational Airport on Wednesday.

But the ministers of agriculture
and Customs had announced two
days before controls put on live deer
exports under the Export Prohibition
Regulations.

The Minister of Customs, Mr
McCully, said the export of deer
would only be approved if they met
animal health thl::gq:.urements of the
i rting country.
lmImThe inister of Agriculture, Mr
Falloon, said animal health stan-
dards were set after negotiations

ej_tq, @gugh

By MURRAY WILLIAMS
Environment Reporter

per cent and “a severe maintenance re-
gime” keeping numbers at 40 per cent
of the original level.

Though the Conservation Department
was not liable for the control of pests
that caused or spread tuberculosis on
its land, the Government was aware of

farmers’ views and was prepared to

consider giving the department a larger
mandate to manage pests.

The Animal Health Board was devel-

oping a five-year strategic plan and a
draft discussion document would be dis-
tributed widely in October.

One goal would be to reduce the
number of movement-controlled herds
in tuberculosis-free areas from the pre-
sent figure of 0.45 per cent to 0.2 per
cent within three years. A second would
be a 50 per cent reduction in controlled
herds in infected areas over five years.

Compensation provisions were also
being rewritten, changing the system of
paying 45 per cent of market value on
the first two cattle reactors and 95 per
cent on subsequent reactors, to an aver-
age of 85 per cent on all reactors.

However, compensation in clear
areas would be only 40 per cent of fair
market value.

with the importing country. .
Korean agriculture officials had
apparently become aware of the in-
tended import of deer from New
Zealand which did not meet Korean
animal health standards.

Mr Falloon stressed if uncer-
tified animals were to arrive In
Korea from New Zealand they would
be either returned or slaughtered,
which might prove embarrassing to
both countries. :

The MAF chief veterinary of-
ficer, Dr Peter O'Hara, confirmed
last week the export of deer had been
scheduled but in no way did the
animals meet Korean agriculture re-
gquirements.

The animals had not been of-
ficially tested for tuberculosis and
had not been quarantined for 45 days,
Mr O’Hara said. .

One of the two Koreans organis-
ing the deal, Mr Duncan Kim, said in
Invercargill they were concerned the
export had been stopped at fthe last
moment.
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| ALL HUNTERS
Taimex: Trading Limited

'will open

their Venison

Depot at Tuatapere on Fri-.
day, Ocotober 2. .
Purchases will only be made
from Friday-Monday each

week.

{Prices up on last season.

HO NE 2266603 Tuatapere

o

23522

. J
Venison S (cf[ql
L Fo9r week beginning September 7, 1992

Grade weights Fortex Mair Venison PPCS/

i Vi NZ.

] kg $/kg $/kg $/kg _ Sikg
AP Hind To 35 . 1.80 2.00 2.90 3.90
AP Hind 35-40 3.65 3.90 3.70 3.90
AP Hind ' 40-45 4.50 4.25 420 L. 480
AP Hind 45-50 5.05 5.10 4.95 490
AP Hind 50-55 5.80 5.80 5.80 " 5
AP Hind 55-60 5.80 5.90 5.90 51
AP Stag 45-50 5.25 5.30 5.05 530
AP Stag 50-55 6.00 6.00 5.90 5.80
AP Stag 55-60 6.00 6.10 6.00 5.90
AP Stag 60-65 6.00 6.10 6.00 5.80

B, Stag 65-70 5.35 5.35 5.90 5.80
AP Stag . 70-75 5,35+ 5.00 5.05 5.25
AP Stag = 7580 5.35 455 4.45 5.25
AP Stag = 80-85 5.35 4.35 4.45 5.25
AP Stag 85-100 3.80 3.55 3.50 4.65
AF1, AT 55-65 2.70 4.15 3.45 3.40
AF1, AT 75-85 2.70 3.20 2.95 3.40

:AF2 50-70 2.20 2.00 2.50 2.70

CHANGES:

MAIR: AP 'Stag/Hind 35-50kg +20c; 50-70kg +10c; 70-100kg

4 15elkng. AT under 40kg +30c; 4D-85kg +40c; 65-85kg +30c/kg.
EX AP Stag/Hind to 35kg +30c: 35-45kg + 10c; 45-S0kg and

65-85kg +25¢; 50=65kg + 15c/kg

PPCSFA;; grades +25c/kg.

NOTE: Only the main grades are shown, animals may be

downgraded for age, conformation, fat cover or guality

PR R R R

NOTES:

.1. The net venison prices are shown above in dollars per kg
carcass weight. The GIB levy (28c/kg) needs to be deducted along
with transport to works.

2. MAFQual inspection charges need also be deducted. They
are ($ per head) Seafield $7, Venison NZ Mossburn $7, Kennington
$7.-Mair Hokitika:$7.85. PPCS Islington $5.00. ;
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Deer industry
must j cjjght

: 2
for fair share

of funding

Tb control and animal welfare 