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NZ venison

) UNITED States importers cannot get

' enough New Zealand venison, accord-
ing to Southland Farmers deer co:
ordinator John South.

., Mr South has recently returned from-
a visit to the US sponsored by
Auckland-based venison exporter, Dun-
can and Co Ltd.

The week-long trip included visits to
the processing and packing plant of
Duncan’s US partner, the Durham Meat
Company in San Jose, California, the
Durham company’s buffalo ranch in
Wyoming and an exotic game meat
processing company in Denver.

The Durham company was one of the
biggest US importers of New Zealand
venison, Mr South said.

It also processes and packages to end-
user specifications a wide range of game
meat such as kangaroo, ostrich, musk-
ox, alligator, turtle, boar, rabbit and
pheasant.

Products are processed for the US
military as ,well as restaurants and
institutions.

“According to Richard Flocchini (a
co-president of the company), they can’t
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get enough of New Zealand venison and
they are right behind the Cervena
programme,” Mr South said.

“But at $NZ9 a kg, they are starting
to get a bit of buyer resistance to New
Zealand venison.

“There is also some concern about the
continuity of supply,” he said.

“But they are well aware of the New
Zealand situation and the fact that New
Zealand deer farmers are in a herd
rebuilding phase and that within two to
three years, supply should improve
again.”

Duncan and Company was able to
identify where its venison supply came
from and Durham said the most consist-
ent quality product appeared to come
out of the lower half of the South Island.

The second company Mr South visited
was Denver-based Dales Exotic Game
Meats, which also processed game
meats to end-user specifications. The
range of products included caribou,
rabbit, bear, trout, turtle, rattlesnake,
buffalo and venison.

The best meat went to the top end of
the restaurant trade with the rest going

in demand

—

into specialty smallgood products for
supermarkets and delicatessens.

Three nights were also spent on the
Durham company’s 22,260ha (55,000
acre) buffalo ranch, which carried 4000
animals. Buffalo not considered suitable
for breeding are slaughtered at 16 to 20
months for meat which is sold to
restaurants and supermarkets through-
out the US.,

The entire ranch was ring fenced
similar to New Zealand deer farms and
split into blocks by New Zealand elec-
tric fencing. ’

Mr South said buffalo ranching was
in its infancy in the US — it was'on a
par with the heady days of the New
Zealand deer industry with demand for
animals resulting in high sale prices.
and dry cows sold as a breeding
proposition. :

Mr South returned home impressed
with the US end of the New Zealand
venison industry.

“] was pleased to see New Zealand
venison being marketed in a positive
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-and well-managed way.”
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Too few deer killed

HAMILTON — Deer farmers eyeing
continuing high prices for venison
have held back so many animals
from slaughter that the Game
Industry Board is worried it will
lose markets where it has not been
able to maintain supplies.

Board chief executive Rex Moore
said although things looked great at
this end, consumers and retailers
were not happy.

Shortfalls in New Zealand’s
exports of farm-raised venison had
left them unsure whether the prod-
uct would be available even with
diners paying up to $90 for a top cut
in high-class German restaurants
and up to $45 in the United States.

He said the board was getting
worried about losing markets
where it had not been able to fill
demands, and at the same time
price rises risked putting people off
the product.

The reduced kill had also cut
back on the board’s levies, leaving
less money available for marketing.
The board has increased levies on
venison and velvet for the 1996-97
season. |

Earlier this seasoh, board chair-
man Richard Riddiford urged deer
farmers to slaughter at least 10
percent of stags being kept for
antler velvet production to plug the
looming gap in venison exports. &

In the trade year to 30 September,
exporters had hoped to kill 406,000
animals. y

But at the end of July, the board
calculated only 290,000 would be
killed.

Appeals by industry leaders had
only limited success. Mr Moore said
a total of 307,000 hinds were killed
to 30 September, less than three-
quarters of the 423,000 the season
before. :

In total meat exports, the indus-
try shipped 11,700 tonnes of venison
this year, well down from last
year’s 15,000 tonnes.

But the industry made $220 mil-
lion in exports from venison, velvet
and hides, up from $211 million last
year in spite of a rising foreign
exchange rate that eroded returns
in New Zealand dollars.

Mr Moore said much of the
indusfry’s problem in matching
supply to export demand dated back
to the 1993 Fortex collapse when
many farmers lost confidence in
deer and pulled out.

Stud owner Clive Jermy was
confident the industry would still
look good in a few years when the
stock now being bred were sent to
the meatworks.

JThe price might not top this
year’s schedule but farmers would
-- hafe more stock to cull. — NZPA

Island hu

s

By TINA NIXON

STEWART Island deer hunters want a
total ban on commercial aerial shooting
of whitetail deer.

The cali comes after police started
investigating allegations by a hunter that
he was nearly shot by a helicopter deer
recovery team on Thursday.

Stewart Island Whitetail Club president
Martin Pepers said commercial recovery
of whitetail deer had far-reaching effects
for the island community.

Hunters from - throughout the world.

visited the island to shoot the deer and it
was important to the island economy.

Helicopter hunters could ruin hunting
on the island, Mr Pepers said.

“It is high time the Department of
Conservation changed their attitude to
the whitetail herd and regarded them as
the asset they are, rather than the pest
they (DOC) portray them to be.”

Possums were doing far more damage
to the island vegetation than deer, he said.
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aerial shooting

ters want
ban

The whitetail deer herd in the Glen-
orchy area was protected from commer-
cial exploitation and DOC should consider
a similar protection for Stewart Island.

DOC believes between 8000 and 10,060
whitetail live on the island and helicopter
recovery did not make much impact.

DOC Southland wild animal control
officer Peter Willemse said the island
could not sustain a deer population of that
density. Hunters on the DOC and Maori
blocksswere killitig only about 2000 to 2500
animals-a year and two recent helicopter
deer recovery operations on the island
yielded fewer than 100 deer.

Mr Willemse agreed the possums were
a growing problem but said DOC needed-
more information to develop a strategy to
manage all the animal pests on the island,
which included the whitetail.

Campbell McManaway, of Riverton,
who is involved in '‘a helicopter deer
recovery operation on Stewart Island,
said they were not making much impact
on the whitetail population.

About 50 ‘“fairly runty’ deer were
recovered in two hunting trips, he said.
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Deer-recovgﬁy
anger high-

BLENHEIM — Marlborough

high-country farmers ~are

angered by the number of
licences for helicopters to
hunt deer in the back
country.

The Department of Conser-
vation has issued deer-hunt-
ing permits for the Nelson,
Marlborough and Kaikoura
areas to 16 helicopter oper-

ators throughout the
country.
Kevin Ryan,  of the

Leatham Station, said wild
deer numbers were low and
there was no sense in issuing
SO0 many permits.

During farm and muster-

ing work during 12 months,
he had seen fewer than a
dozen deer.

Mr Ryan said DOC seemed
“obsessed with the few deer
that remained and seemed
hell-bent on trying to exter-
minate the animals.”

He said the department
seemed to be influenced by
the “extreme loopy green
lobby groups” who wanted
any introduced animals erad-
icated.

Mr Ryan:said DOC should
issue just “one or two” per-
mits to helicopters to operate
over a limited season for a
limited kill.

Other high-country far-
mers expressed similar
views.

The high activity by heli-
copters during the spring and
early summer is because of
deer venturing from cover to
feed on new grass growth.

It was also the time when
sheep were lambing and cows
calving. Helicopters. dis-
turbed stock at this eritical
time, one farmer said.

Bill Lacey, of the Raglan
Station, in the upper Wairau
Valley, said red deer hinds
were carrying fawns or nurs-
ing'newly born ones.

DOC received $1200 a heli-

helicopters
country farmer

copter for a licence to hunt
deer and helicopter operators
were required to pay another
$100 every time they flew into
another district.

DOC said the fees did not
cover the costs in administer-
ing the provisions of the Wild
Animal Control Act regu-|
lations.

Recreational deer hunters
are also annoyed at the num-|
ber of permits.

Deerstalkers’ Association
Marlborough branch presi-
dent Snow Hewetson said'
there was a need for a low
controlled number of helicop-
ters operating. — NZPA
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Shots fi _1I*ed

hunting par

' |A SECOND Stewart Island hunting i

complained of a helicopter shooting in
block_ in potentially dangerous circun
Police are investigating a claim by W
deer hunter Quintin Quider that he w:
shot by helicopter hunters at Mas
Stewart Island, on Thursday. -
Department of Conservation -Stewas
field tentre manager Peter Lowen Said 3
another party reported a similar expe
East Ruggedy block on the north-east
In both cases the complainants had p
be hunting the areas. Helicopter oper
part of their licence to operate over D
were advised of areas where hunters .
given permits to shoot on foot, he sa
Senior Constable Bernie Nolan, of 1
Bgy, said .he had spoken to two
witnesses in an effort. to determine
helicopter pilot and the passengers w
_ The second complaint was similar tc
in that rifle shots were fired close to ht
the ground on Thursday morning.
Inquiries were cenfred on a probabl

Tnvesti gati

launched

Bz, .

into shooting incident

By TINA NIXON

POLICE have launched an
investigation into claims by a
deer hunter that he was
nearly shot by helicopter
hunters at Mason Bay, Stew-
art Island, on Thursday-

Island constable Bernie
Nolan said yesterday he was
treating the incident very
seriously and had launched
an immediate investigation.

Quintin ~ Quider, of
Whakatane, said the incident
had left him so angry he was
unlikely ever to hunt on
Stewart Island again.

He and a friend, Stephen
Loach, of Dunedin, set out
from the Homestead hut at
Mason Bay. for an early
morning shoot last Thurs-
day.

Mr Quider said he heard a
helicopter approach about
6.45am as he neared a ridge
at the Big Sand Pass in the
Homestead Block.

Tt flew over him and then
backed up, heading towards
the ridge again.

“(It) basically came right at
me. (It) wasn’t 20m away
when someorne started shoot-
ing, firing four shots in quick
succession,” Mr Quider said.

He is convinced the heli-
copter shooter did not see
him.

Fearing for his life, he
dived for cover under a rott-
ing log and stayed there until
the helicopter had gone.

“I was terrified that if the
deer they were chasing
moved towards me they
could have shot me by mis-
take.

“I was scared to death.

“At one point I thought

‘this is it, T am going to get
shot.’

“] didn’t stop shaking for
about half an hour.”

Meanwhile, Mr Loach also
heard the helicopter and the
shooting from where he was
on the other side of the block.

The helicopter later flew
over him while he was hunt-
ing in the adjacent Martins
Creek block.

Both men are angry about
the incident and want to
know why the helicopter was
shooting in a block which
they had booked a year ago
with the Conservation
Department for their exclus-
ive use.

Apart from the dangers,
they said their hunting had
been ruined.

Mr Quider said it was
obvious a helicopter had
been shooting in the area as

. the hunting was poor in

blocks usually noted for a
good supply of deer.

He spent more than $1000
getting to Stewart Island and
the whole, incident has
soured him.

“] won’t be coming back
but we want to make sure
this doesn’t ever happen to
anyone else and that is why
we had laid a complaint with
the police about it.”

The pair have also com-
plained to DOC.

DOC Stewart Island field
centre manager Peter Lowen
said he intended calling a
meeting of helicopter oper-
ators to discuss the incident.

Helicopter operators were
informed when ground
shooters were in a particular
area and were requested not
to shoot in-the same area, he
said.
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on aerial

TWO deer hunting parties have
cancelled trips to Stewart Island
because they do not want to com-
pete with helicopter hunters.

Stewart Island ground shooters
after the popular White Tail deer
say they want helicopter shooting
banned or better regulated.

They say the deer are a big
drawcard for the island and heli-
copters can ruin ground shooting.

The calls for an aerial shooting

ban follow claims by a ground
shooter he was nearly shot by
helicopter = hunters on Stewart
Island on 9 January.
. Southern Isles director Herbie
Hansen, who flies hunters to the
Stewart Island hunting blocks, said
he had two cancellations in the past
fortnight.

“One guy said he wasn’t going to

pay $2000 to come all the way from

Auckland (to Stewart Island) if
there was a possibility helicopter
hunters had been there first,” he
said.

Mana Charters director Paul Pas-

- coe said the problem had caused

some concern among prospective
hunters.

“A couple have been concerned —
nothing major, but it has made
some people nervous,” Mr Pascoe
said.

Both the Department of Conser-
vation and Rakiura Maori Land
Trust issue hunting permits to an
estimated 3000 hunters a year.

Hunters w

' under the Arms Act and it would be sev
before any major progress was made,

[

i

t ban
shooting

The Department of Conservation
and the land trust issue about 600
permits each a year.

The hunting parties average five
shooters.

Conservation Minister Nick
Smith said the antics of “a few
cowboys” were compromising the
reputation of the whole deer-
recovery industry.

High prices for feral venison
were encouraging  illegal and
unsafe poaching by some helicopter
operators, Mr Smith said.

He was concerned public safety
was being compromised by danger-
ous flying or new helicopter pilots
being involved in wild animal
recovery work.

There had been a spate of reports
from Stewart Island to north-west
Nelson and the Gisborne area of
pilots poaching areas not covered
by access permits, and generally
endangering recreational hunters
and members of the public, Mr
Smith said.

Deer recovery on particular areas
of conservation land is licensed
under the Wild Animal Control Act
1977.

Anyone involved in illegal deer
recovery work faced prosecution
and fines of up to $10,000, he said.

DOC was keen to hear of any wild
animal recovery activity thought to
be illegal or unsafe.

Witnesses should note the time,
the make and model of aircraft and
if " possible, ‘any distinguishing
marks on it, he said.
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HELICOPTER operator accused
shaoting dangerously close to a
yund hunter at Stewart Island on
January was working the area
ally, the Southland Conservation
ard heard yesterday.
Jepartment of Conservation
uthland operations manager
eg Lind' told the board police
re still investigating the matter
th regard to firearms regulations
t there was little more DOC could
, other than review procedures.
%emml helicopter operators in
i#hland worked on Stewart
d. The only real restriction to
* licence was that they notify
sartment’s field centre man-
‘on the island who told them
blocks grounds hunters were in
“asked them not to go there.
. the past, this system had

Jelicopter ‘operator
dvised of block

it was not on his list and we’ve got.
to take his word for that,” Mr Lind

said.
The incident has highlighted the

- - e 1) e
Tllegal hunting rampant
L e
is rampant and needs action,

- according to the New Zealand Deer-
' stalkers’ Association.

The venison recovery indusiry
was becoming a “free for all,” with
rules and ethics tossed out the back

need for DOC to clarify its position, | door, national vice-president Roger

he said.

Under the Conservation Manage-
ment Strategy for Stewart Island,
deer eradication was a priority and
both types of hunters had a big role
to play in achieving that.

The helicopter operator in ques-
tion had taken out several hundred
carcasses in the past, Mr Lind said.

One option was to provide heli-
copter pilots with a written list of
occupied blocks and make them
closed to aerial hunting, rather
than simply requesting they do not
go there, but that would be difficult
to enforce.

“The question is: ‘Should we be
doing it or should we just restrict

orked well, Mr Lind said.

Inthls case, the operator phoned
e manager before his arrival and
as read a list of occupied blocks.
“we know that he was advised

at was a block . . . for some reason

Yﬁ_ar?,,”

Chairwoman
board was interested in knowing
the outcome and asked Mr Lind to
report back on progress. ;

helicopters to set periods of the
Mr Lind said.

Jan Riddell said the ' )

MecNaughton said.

He welcomed Conservation Min-
ister Nick Smith’s intention to take

-
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stern action against illegal activi_-
ties by wild animal recovery heli-
copter operators. -

“The Department (of Conser-
vation) entrusted to administer the
Wild Animal Control Act is failing
in its duty but we are confident the
Minister will rectify .that” M
McNaughton said. oo

Rogue operators were only
receiving “a slap with a wet bus
ticket,” fines were too small and
DOC was lethargic, he said.
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Hunting as
anh%ggnomm
resource

HUNTERS perform the harvesting function as
shown by 1;938 statistics 'that 42174 hunters
ted 240,454 deer, DIS, goats, thar and

harves
chamois.

They spend annually an estimated $17 ,348,000

in carrying out their sport.

Lessons learn

By JOANNE MARSHALL

'HE Chinese have more knowledge
bout velvet production than New Zea-
anders give them credit for, according
o entrepreneur Keith Neylon. i

Mr Neylon, of Winton, has made
several trips to China to uncover tips on-
jelvet production.

Last July, he attended the "96 Interna-
jonal Symposium on Deer Science and
Jeer Products, at Changchun, China. -

“For the first time in hundreds of
rears the Chinese lifted the cloak and
aid ‘we want to be part of the
m@grnational community’,” Mr Neylon
jaid.
“The Chinese have been farming deer
since the Yinzhou dynasty (1400BC) and
nuch can be learned from them.”

Velvet produced in New Zealand is

inferior to that produced by
the Chinese from the Sika and other
deer species, he said.

“We have got a long way to go
compared with what the Chinese have
achieved.” : |

One Chinese innovation Mr Neylon
has been guick to pick up on is
wintering deer in feedlots (indoor and
outdoor).

Mr Neylon’s farms carry about 12,500
head of deer, about 6000 store lambs and
300 cattle. About 4000 head of deer were
wintered in feedlots last year — 2400
inside and 1600 outside. This year Mr
Neylon expects to increase that number
to about 6400.
~ “This system allows us to take the
stock off the paddocks for three months
of the Southland winter. ‘They’re
relaxed and comfortable while on the
pad and there’s no mud or slush
underfoot,” he said.

)
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“Velvet

has a bright future and deerfarmers
must ensure they have the knowledge
riecessary to provide a product the
market wants.” ;

The antler is one of the East’s
“treasures’” and like other deer prod-
ucts, is extensively processed and com-
?ou_nded into Chinese medicines and
onics.

27

from Chinese in

Keith N
‘gained from China about deerfarming.

The deer self-feed on silage in the lots
during the winter months and for much
of the remainder of the year are left to
their own devices.
“We don’t interfere. They’ve had a
couple of thousand years on their own
and we don’t handle them unless we
have to,” he said.

eylon, of Winton, uttin'g nto practise e

production in New Zealand

Islaﬁd to hunt the wary W itetailed deer-

Add to this 53,988 gam
! $7,356,000.

and spend annually some

enerating consumer Spending
%egions and the country benefit.

that fairly considers the recreatio
conservation values.

lation would meet the interests of all.

ive it a local context, it is estimated
1 WTEOI% is spent by hunters travelling to Stewart

ebird hunters who
harvested 736,018 gamebirds for the year 1988

ing is an economic resource,
Therefore hunting ding from which

There should be a conscious move to a sound

i ent plan for wild animals, one
national management b Sal hunting

public, the wild animal recovery industry and
A sustainable harvest of a managed popu-
Hunters (deerstalkers, gamebird hunters and

anglers too are conservationists at heart apd
surely see hunting far beyond the quest to kill.

Stories by

ROGER MCNAUGHTON
 NZDA vice president

knowledg

the velvet industry.”

e he has

“All deer byproducts are aimed at the
Asian market and yet very few deer
farmers know what the end products,
other than aphrodisiacs, are used for,”
Mr Neylon said.

“We just do not have that knowledge
base of herbal medicines. :

“We are. a sunrise industry and all
that will take time. We are not that
expert and we still have a lot to learn.

“But the more we understand about
our product the better our chances are
of diversifying our markets. '

“The numbers of Asians and their use
of traditional medicines bode well for
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A TRAGIC series of hunting accidents in New
Zealand continues to happen each year.

The shootings are almost invariably caused
by a lack of care with firearms or hunters
failing to positively identify targets.

Regardless of the type of hunting, there is an
absolute that hunters should positively identify
their targets.

Hunters can be better seen by wearing
bright-coloured clothing. But regardless of
what the hunter wears it is less important than
their adherence to basic rules of safety. .

If a hunter positively identifies his target —
not just that it is an animal but what part of
the animal he is aiming at so that the animal
will be killed cleanly and not wounded — then
no one would be shot.

There is no substitute for the respons1bﬂ1ty
of a hunter to positively identify their target.

Safety js paramount

WHY do people hunt?

can cause heated debate.

Is the urge to hunt a throwback ant,

taking of a deer or duck is import-

to some primaeval urge? I don’t
believe it is and nor do the vast
majority of the deerstalkers who

will be soon entering our mount-
; ams this autumn for the roar or
those duck hunters who will take to
their maimais this May. Hunting

There is a deeper satisfaction in
the challenge before the trigger is
squeezed and in being there in the
mountains, bush or by the wet
lands.

Hunters have a role to play in the
management of wild animals and

A wh|te tail buck at Toi T0| Flat on Stewart Island.
Photo: NZDA member John Murray

Hunting has a role in game management |

, individual. It is certainly not for the
It’s an oft-asked question which enjoyment of killing although the

Hunters are in essence har-
vesters, cropping the renewable
populations.

Hunting, therefore has an import-
ant place and hunters can perform
the harvesting function with a code
of ethics foremost.

However, the responsibility for-

ethical hunnng standards lies with
the individual.

-
Seven

rules for
safety

1. Treat every fire-
arm as loaded

2. Always point a
firearm in a safe
direction. |
3. Load a firearm
only when ready to
fire.

4. Identify your tar-
get.

5. Check your fir-
ing zone.

6. Store firearms
and ammunition
safely. A

7. Avoid alcohol or
drugs when hand-
ling firearms.

conservationist, summed it up
neatly in his book' The Sand
Country Almanac when he wrote:

“A peculiar virtue' in wildlife
ethics is that the hunter ordinarily
has no gallery to applaud or disap-
prove of his or her conduct. What-
ever his act, they are dictated by his
own conscience rather than a mob
of onlookers. It is difficult to
fexaggerate the nnportance of this
act.”

has a much deeper meaning to the

{

game bird populations.

Aldo Leopold, noted American
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" By PAUL FOCAMP'
. “A SOUTHLAND man is angry helicop-

.. fer operators are permitted to hunt deer
~in areas occupied by balloted deer-
"« stalkers.

:% But the Department of Conservatlon

maintains the risk of an accident is
almost, non-existent.
<¢ Colin Ferguson, of Edendale, and

- Keith Whitson, of Wyndham, cut short

« their hunting trip in the Catlins Forest
~.at 7am on Tuesday when a helicopter
<Alew in near the pair and picked up
three deer that had been shot earlier.
The incident occurred near Mokoreta
“.on the second day of the four days the
pair were permitted to hunt in the area.

;F«")

While there was no danger during the
incident, as no shots were fired, Mr
Ferguson said the pair decided to cut
short their hunting frip because they
felt it unsafe to continue when commer-
cial operators in helicopters were hunt-
ing in the same areas.

Mr Ferguson was aghast when he
learned the helicopter pilot was permit-
ted to hunt at the same time as he and
Mr Whitson.

“It’s stupid. Someone will be shot one
of these days.”

Otago acting regional conservator Ian
Whitwell said an accident was unlikely
as helicopter operators got close to their
targets before shooting. ‘

They used shotguns and had to score

a direct hit on the deer’s head to prevent

Deerhunters angry

ruining the meat on the carcass.

As the operators could shoot only
downwards and not sideways out of a
helicopter, they could hunt deer only in
open spaces and not the bush occupied
by hunters, Mr Whitwell said.

During the first two weeks of April,
helicopter operators were asked to keep
away from main tracks as this was the
period of the roar, a popular time for
deerstalkers. :

The department’s policy had been in
place for some years and Mr Whitwell
said he was not aware of any accidents
or close-calls.

It was impractical to ask helicopter
pilots to avoid balloted areas because
they ‘were small and difficult to differ-
entiate from stalker-free areas, he said.
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Deer belng dumped

OAMARU — Deer carcasses being dumped on
the roadside in the Omarama area of the South
Island high country could be farm animals
which have tested positive for bovine tubercu-
losis, Transit New Zealand says.

The deer — including one found with an ear
tag — have come from farms in the area and are
an illegal health hazard, the roadmg agency
sa1d — NZPA
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Silent killer that

stalks deer herds

i) By John Stirling
Johnes disease is an insidious
killer that does not show its
hand until the game is won.

~_Johnes is prevalent in cattle,
sheep, goats and deer. The first
signs are scouring and rapid loss
of weight. Although the disease is
picked up when the animal is
young in cattle and sheep, the
clinical stage is usually two to
four years later.
There is no cure for Johnes and
tests to identify animals with the
disease are still less than ade-
iquate. While there is a vaccine
that will significantly reduce clin-
ical Johnes, it will not prevent
infection, according to Dr Colin
‘Mackintosh, senior research seci-
‘entist with Agresearch’s Invermay
‘deer unit.

He said cattle and sheep had
different strains of Johnes and it
seemed deer were susceptible to
‘hoth. Johnes was only confirmed
as a disease in farmed deer in the
1980s and it seemed likely to have
‘been picked up from cattle and
sheep which had been grazing on
the same pastures.

Johnes in deer appeared to fol-
low a different pattern to the dis-
ease in cattle and sheep, where
the clinical stage was in adulf ani-
mals. Deer had been known 10 g0
down with the disease as young as
eight months. At this stage the
numbers  of properties with
_infected deer herds was not great,
Jbut was increasing rapidly. -

" The numbers of newly-infected
herds between 1992 and 1997
went from four to 40. The majori-
ty of cases were discovered at pro-
cessing works, where Johnes
lesions resembled those of both
' avian and bovine Tb. While unaf-
fected venison from deer with Tb
¢an only go to local markets, meat
from animals with Johnes (or
avian Tb), where lesions were
contained in the abdominal cavity
and not the carcass, could be
;eg:li:)rted as there was no zoonotic
ris
Dr Mackintosh said Johnes, or
Mucobacterium paratuberculosis,
affected the section of the rumen

where the small intestine joined
the large intestine. The infection
caused a swelling that resulted in
a loss of function and a reduction
in food absorption, causing wast-
ing and death.

Johnes was often mistakenly
seen by farmers as a form of para-
sitism and treated accordingly.
Unfortunately, by the clinical
stage, the disease was being
spread through the animal’s fae-
ces.

In recent outbreaks of Johnes
on deer farms there were mortal-
ity rates of up to 12%. The prop-
erties had histories of sheep or
cattle grazi Wwith the high
prevalence of Johnes in sheep
flocks and dairy herds (up to 25%)
and the inereasing numbers in
beef cattle herds, there was an
inevitable risk to the deer indus-

ry.

The numbers of Johnes infec-
tions being identified at deer ¢
slaughter premises suggested I
many clinical cases on farms were 1
undiagnosed or not reported.

The difficulty with the disease
was finding a test that identified
animals in the sub-clinical stage
and developing a more effective
vaccine. The present cattle-sheep
vaceine was not licensed for deer.

Dr Mackintosh said control or
eradication depended on harsh
actions, such as depopulation for
two years, an Australian tech-
nique. The difficulty was restock-
ing with deer guaranteed to be
free from the disease. Prompt iso-
lation and slaughter of all elini-
cally affected animals was also
necessary.

Preventive actions would
include not grazing cattle and
sheep on deer farms, maintaining
a elosed herd and testing all sire
stags to ensure freedom from
Johnes. Weaners bought in for fin-
ishing should be kept on a “quar-
antine” section of the farm.

At Invermay’s deer . unit
research was under way to find or
develop a reliable test to identify
sub-clinical conditions. There
was also research on diagnostic
work, funded by Meat NZ.
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Stephen Paul Ryan, 33, meat worker,
of Lumsden, and Glen Donald

“Woodford, 20, meat worker, of Moss-

burn, were each convicted of theft and
ordered to pay reparation of $175 after
admitting shooting a penned deer on
April 7 at Piano Flat.

Counsel Bill Dawkins said the men
were on a week-long hunting holiday In
the area. They were stalking the deer
when it walked into a deer trap on a
farm adjacent to the Department of
Conservation bush. ‘

They backed away at that point and
continued hunting, coming back later in
the day.

«They could not resist it and one of
the defendants shot it twice.” )

The men then dragged the animal out
of the pen, unaware they were being
watched through binoculars, Mr Daw-
kins said. _

e

Hunter, V1S

ONE of the most experienced hun-
ters in the world spent some time
in the south recently. :
Erwin Himmelesher, 78, of
Cologne, Germany, came to New
Zealand specifically to take a tro-
phy red stag in Eastern Southland.
Mr Himmelesher, who has his
own worldwide insurance com-
pany, said it was the second time he

‘had been to New Zealand. He had

previously gone on a tahr hunt at
Lilybank Lodge, near Lake Tekapo.
This time he was a guest at the
lodge again.

The stag is yet to be measured but
is likely to be the world No 3 or 4
trophy animal in the Safari Club
International ratings.

Mr Himmelesher has been hunt-
ing for about 35 years and has
hunted most places in the world,

- but he finds New Zealand “so

its south

beautiful and the people so
friendly.”

“There's not a country that offers
hunting that I haven’t been fo.

“There’s not much I haven’t done
in hunting.”

Mr Himmelesher is purely a
trophy hunter and the second floor
of his home in Cologne is a trophy
museun.

He did not hunt for the sake of
killing, rather, he helped nature
balance itself as he only took older
developed animals, he said.

“prd like hunters to know the
trophies at Lilybank are the best
T've seen and shot, and I mean what
I Sﬂ-"

Mr Himmelesher was travelling
in the south with well-known Fiord-
land flyfishing guide Fred Olde-
Olthof, who translated for him as he
did not speak English.

Investigation

RES qil

into chopper

landing begins

‘an. investigation after a helicopter landed on
Codfish Island with live deer on board on March

28.

At yesterday’s Southland Conservation Board,
meeting District Conservator Lou Sanson said
the incident was being treated very seriously.

Codfish Island, classified as a nature reserve,

is home to the Kakapo breeding

programme,

rare short-tail bats and a host of endangered or

rare birds.

If the helicopter pilot was found to have acted
illegally, the department would consider pros-

ecution, Mr Sanson said.

But if it was found the helicopter pilot had
acted within the law then the department would
investigate ways to change the law to ensure it
did not happen again.

The helicopter was a Robinson.

The Rakiura

Maori Land Trust is also

investigating allegations a Robinsen helicopter
took live deer from the privately owned Maori
hunting blocks in Lords River on Stewart Island
on March 5 or 6.

Trust chairman Rewi Anglem said the only
income the trust gained from its lIand was from
hunting permits.

“We take

a dim view of any helicopter

operators taking live deer from the blocks,” Mr

Anglem said

The trust was concerned the chance of hunters
shooting a deer would be diminished if helicop--
ter operators poached the area.

“Our blocks are recognised as some of the best
white tail deer hunting country in the world and
we don’t want to jeopardise that.”

The trust was looking at issuing a trespass
notice against the helicopter operator involved

and was also liaising with the police, he-said.
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1.30pm

THE people of Mossburn will stake
their claim as the deer capital of
New Zealand this Saturday with a
festival to celebrate the role the
animal plays in their community.
Mossburn Community Develop-
ment Area and the Mossburn
Lions Club have planned the event
to coincide with the Celebration of
Southland ’98 programme.

The theme of the celebration
event focuses on the deer industry
but is also designed to show the
people of Southland what the dis-
trict has to offer — hunting, fish-
ing, four-wheel-drive and back
country adventures.

Back in 1960 the venison pro-
cessing industry was launched in
Mossburn, when Irish immigrant
Pat Kilgariff and his business part-
ner Ted Thomas processed venison
for export to West Germany.

Live deer recovery and deer
farming were pioneered in the
district and Kilgariff’s wife Maria
started manufacturing products

eleﬂi?gjqat deer

4pm

made from the suede skins of deer,
in partnership with Joan Allison
at Wapiti Handcrafts.

The town’s major employer, the
PPCS’s modern venison plant still
exports products worldwide;
there’s an abundance of red deer
available to recreational hunters
in the surrounding hills; the red
deer statue on the main street is
the subject of much interest from
tourists and visitors to the area
and a large number of red deer
and Wapiti.herds are still farmed
in the area.

It is for this reason the people of
Mossburn proudly lay claim to
living in the Deer Capital of New

4.30pm
6.30pm

pm

Mogsburn Deer Festival

April 4, 1998

PROGRAMME

At the Mossburn Community Centre there will be
displays featuring the deer industry past and present
GWD Toyota 4x4 Safari leaves for West Dome Station
— one of New Zealand’s first deer farms. Anyone can
join at a cost of $15 per vehicle.

A helicopter display will feature past and present
methods of deer recovery. .

Join a bus tour to two well-known Mossburn deer

farms — Glenfiddich and Edmonds Elk Stud. Cost $2

per person.

There will be a full commentary on both the bus tour

and the 4WD safari.

Afternoon entertainrhent includes:

Helicopter joy rides and displays

Displays from the Southland Deer Farmers Association

A video screening and display of Sir Tim Wallis’s

early deer recovery adventures. Sir Tim and Lady !

Wallis will be guests of honour at the festival.

The safari and bus tours return.

The Community Centre features:

Venison tasting with chefs from Ascot Park Hotel, in

conjunction with Corban’s Wines.

Isla Bank Butchery barbecue

Family entertainment

Flying display from the Wanaka Warbirds

Wapiti Leathers fashion parade at the Community

Centre

Airspread South Stag Roar contest

7.30pm Sponsors auction.

5pm The Gore Country Music Club entertain guests
into the night at the day’s final event The Hands
of Fame concert.

Television and radio personaiity Jim Hopkins will
chair the day’s events, which all have free entry
— apart from the 4WD and bus tours.

Zealand and they invite everyone
to join them in the festival cel-
ebrations in town this Saturday.
Bring a 4WD vehicle and join the
safari to West Dome Station; take
a bus tour around two local deer
farms or watch the deer-related
activities overhead or on the
ground.

Thanks . ..

FESTIVAL organisers wish to thank the following sponsors:
Foveaux Radio, Newstalk ZB, Mercury TV, PPCS, GWDs,
Lumsden Motel, Sono Sound System, Ascot Park Hotel, Corbans
Wines, Duncan and Co, Isla Bank Butchery, Airspread South
and Wapiti Leathers.
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Research career

in

By John Stirling
While he enjoyed being a
veterinarian, it was the
taste of research work in
Britain that brought Dr
Colin Mackintosh back to
Massey University and a
PhD.

He said among the
esearch work he under-
“fook in Britain was study of
leptospirosis and bovine Tb
in wildlife. An important
part of that project was
research on Th in badgers.
is PhD research at Massey
concentrated on developing
a vaceine for humans for
immunity against lepto-
spirosis.
... In the late 1970s, the dis-
" "ease affected between 400
* “and 500 people each year. It
 was a debilitation that gen-
erally affected people

working with dairy
cows or pigs. It could
take between six
months and a year
for recovery. The
need for a vaccine
was fully appreciat-
ed by the ACC,
which funded Dr
Mackintosh’s PhD.
The result was a

.

richly rewarding

he set off in 1981 for
| a position in the
‘A Invermay deer unit.

At Invermay, he
started research that
would develop a
yersiniosis vaceine,
joining forces with
Dr Frank Griffin, an
immunologist with
the University of

cine that had - Otago. It was a
‘é?'gsiical!y reduced Colin collaboration that
the numbers affect- Mackintosh =~ Was to reshape the

ed by leptospirosis.
As a young veterinarian
in the early 1970s, Dr Colin
Mackintosh spent two years
in New Zealand before
heading off overseas. He
worked as a locum in Aus-
tralia before heading on to
Britain, where he worked
in the English Central vet-
erinary Laboratory. In the
late 1970s, he returned to
Massey. With his fresh PhD

direction of bovine
Th control. x

He was involved with the
development of Xylazine,
the drug that reversed the
effects of Rompun (used to
anaesthetise deer for vel-
veting). Instead of deer
lying semi-conscious for
long periods, a shot of Xyl-
azine got them up and away
in two minutes.

Parasitic problems and

mineral deficiencies
deer were also researched.
The Invermay deer umnit
developed deer-specific
roduets, such as Parapox
or scabby lesions on velvet.

Dr Mackintosh was
involved with Tb control for
more than a decade, setting
up the pioneering experi-
mental Th-infected deer
farm at Table Hill in 1990.

The deer industry had
become an important focus
in his career. He was the
founding member of the NZ
Veterinary Association
Deer Branch, which began
in 1984. His career took him
overseas and made him
aware Invermay was far
ahead in deer research.

“I can’t think of a better
place to be. It’'s exciting,
stimulating and we've had
more than our share of sue-
cessful research results.”
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MOSSBURN 1laid claim to being
the deer capital of New Zealand
with the inaugural deer festival in
the Northern Southland town on
Saturday.

Events included a deer recovery
demonstration using a helicopter
and a net gun, a four-wheel-drive
safari to three deer farms, a
fashion parade by Wapiti
Leathers, a stag roar and a film
presentation of deer and aviation
icon Sir Tim Wallis’ past exploits.

The festival was based at the
Mossburn Community Centre.

"Television personality Jim Hop-
kins played the raconteur while 98
4WD vehicles checked out the
stock and territory on West Dome
Station, the first deer farm in New
Zealand, Peter Swann’s Glen-
fiddich property and the Elk Stud
owned by Dave and Dean
Edmonds. ;

A Wanaka Warbird P51 Mustang
flew over, adding to the buzz of
helicopters.

Guest of honour Sir Tim said he
enjoyed the early days of hunting
deer from helicopter.

“People would ask me, ‘Tim it
must have been dangerous’.

- “Me, I never thought it was. It
was a challenge.”
~ Deer farming had grown since
then and while deer markets were
struggling in Korea, venison was
‘popular throughout the world and
should make a comeback, he said.

Festival convener for Mossburn
Lions Brian Hayman said more

than 1000 people attended and the  \y,4e O’Kane, nine, of Mossburn, checks out a Wapiti-cross

day wagd SHegess. trophy at the deer festival on Saturday. The stag was shot by

It could become a biennial event ; : : J
3 2 > Tim Healy at Deadwood Lagoon, Fiordland, in 1950.
Mz Hayipariesd. 3 : Picture: CHRISTINE MoKENZIE |

o

-~

Johnes disease in deer herds is increasing and is characterised by animals losing weight and eventually dying. The
1 condition of the animals above typifies the disease.

—— ! —




Deer

By Jan LubemANN

TE ANAU — Nearly 50 farmers
stood their ground at The Key

yesterday to stop trucks carting
deer into the Te Anau basin from

i a Tb-suspect region at Motu, in
Western Southland.

I New Zealand Deer Farms Ltd

was carting the deer to its new
property in the basin, Burwood
Station.

The protesting farmers said the
consignment of deer from a
suspect area could threaten their
livelihood,

Te Anau farmer Chris Hughes
said the Te Anau Basin was an
acknowledged Tb-free area.

All the farmers in the basin had
signed an accord to ensure no

Intr(

deer or cattle were brought into
the region from Tb-suspect areas.

Yesterday, the farmers stood in
the way of 17 stock trucks in
protest at a breach of the accord.

Russell McClean, of Tower
Peaks Station, said NZ Deer
Farms was not breaking the law
but was not being socially respon-
sible by its attitude.

New Zealand Dear Farmers
Association Fiordland branch
chairman Russel McDonald said
his associatioit «wupported moves
by the Te Anau Pest Advisory
Group to maintain the Th-free
status,

“It would have a big impact on
farmers’ livelihood (in the basin)
and eventually could impact on
access to world markets if Tb is

not seen to be controlled in New
Zealand,” Mr McDonald said.

The protesting farmers were
angry their efforts to keep the Te
Anau Basin Tb-free were being
ignored. A

The Key farmer James Macdon-
ald, of Davaar Station, said if they
sat back and let this happen, it
would send signals to other far.
mers waiting to bring in stock
from Th-infected areas,

New Zealand Deer Farms gen-
eral manager Jazz Hewitson said
from Dunedin his company had
complied totally with MAR regu-
lations and the deer moved yes-
terday were not infected with Th.

In accordance with regulations,
all deer had been tested before
being transported.

Mr Hewitson that said he was
concerned a group of farmers
had taken it upon themselves to
stop the legal movement of live-
stock.

MAF Quality Management dis:
trict manager Brian Butcher
would not comment yesterday.

Southland Regional Animal
Health Committee chairman
Lindsay Wards said it was disap-
pointing stock was being moved
from an atrisk area after the
enormous effort Te Anau farmers
had put into establishing a Tb-
free status,

Sergeant Lloyd Matheson, of Te
Anau, said no one was arrested
yesterday. The farmers let the
trucks through after their brief
protest.~

diuction draw

protest

R | ; L i~
FFarmers block the road at The Key yesterday to stop 17 truck
and trailer units from carting deer into the Te Anau basin,

They eventually let the trucks through to Burwood Station,
which is owned by New Zealand Deer Farms Ltd.

Picture: JAN LUDEMANN
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Venison plant advertising for staff

By Natasha HoLLanp ’6 / ) e}S/

MAIR Venison is advertising for staff
only'weeks after the entire workforce
was laid off at the Kennington plant.
Nineteen permanent staff and 10
casual and semi-casual workers were
affected by the closure last month.
Mair Venison started advertising for
venison processing staff two days ago
and applications close tomorrow.
Mair Venison chief executive Michael
Rice said the plant would reopen next
month.
He would not confirm if staff made
redundant would be re-employed.

The exact number of staff the com-

pany want to employ was not known

las¢ night.

Mr Rice said the plant closure was
forced on the company after an indus-
trial dispute.

The interim closure period would be
used to assess the plant’s entire oper-
ation structure, he said,

Mr Rice declined to say how much the
plant closure had cost the company in
redundancies or lost business.

Otago-Southland Meat Workers’
Union secretary Gary Davis said his
telephone was ringing hot from con-
fiased ex-employees of the plant.

“They see their jobs being advertised
and they have no idea what the
company is up to,” Mr Davis said.

Attempts to contact Mr Rice had
proved futile during the past two days,
he said. i -

News of the closure, last month, had
astounded union officials and workers
alike, Mr Davis said. ,

The union, workers and management
were in the middle of negotiations when
the company decided to make everyone
redundant and close the plant, he said.

Since the plant was closed, Southland
deer has been sent to a processing plant
in Hokitika.

'MAF moyes to refine
feral meat standards

WELLINGTON — Ministry of Agri-
culture and Fores (MAF) offic-
ials are looking at restricting the
harvesting of feral game meats to
accredited hunters.

They are also considering a ban
on public access to a popular
poison, heavily used for possums
and rats.

The plans were discussed yester-
day in a meeting at MAF’s head
office with representatives of the
nation’s six processors of feral deer.

Improved surveillance of the wild
meat industry has shown low levels
of 1080 poison in a feral deer
carcass processed for meat, and in
another deer carcass, thought to
have been contaminated when car-
ried on a vehicle previously used to

|- spread 1080 poison.

As a result, MAF is moving to
refine industry standards,

‘MAF  criteria for licensed
brocessors of game require declar-
ations from landowners and hun-
ters that deer have not been taken
from areas where poisons are laid,
or within a 2km buffer zone around

-those areas.

Hunters have also been required
to take account of other factors
such as bad weather or hunting
pressure that might push deer out
of a poisoned area into their hunt-
ing zone.

The maximum residue limit
under food regulations is one part
per billion. — NZPA
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..Man fined $12,500
| for shooting deer

A Central North Island hunter has
been fined $12,500 for shooting three red

| deer stags worth an estimated $46,000.

Mark Quentin Sargent, 37, of _Tflup_o,
_was convicted in the Taumarunui Dis-

.| trict Court last week on three charges of
A theft along with counts of trespass,

Possession of a firearm with criminal

1-intent, and unlawful possession of a

firearm. Sargent pleaded not guilty to

“|-shooting the deer on Puketawa Station

'{“hear National Park on April 13. —NZPA
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By RosemARIiE NORTH

THE Southland Regional Council is to
carry out an urgent ferret-killing pro-
gramme on Lumsden Hill after a deer
was found with bovine tuberculosis in
February.

Traps would start being laid next
week over the 12,000ha area because
ferrets would not take meat in traps
over winter, council biosecurity officer
Richard Bowman said yesterday.

kiil ferrets ‘after deer Tb case

It had taken months to decide to act
after the hind was found in February
on a farm north of Lumsden with the
symptoms of Tb when it was slaugh-
tered.

“When an animal is found the
samples are sent off to labs to make
sure it’s Tb,” Mr Bowman said.

“Then AgriQuality New Zealand
have to go into the herd and find out
where the animal could have contrac-
ted the disease. It’s possible it could

have been brought into the herd by
sale” 1T . ;

Ruling out non-feral sources of the
disease was important because trapp-
ing and poisoning was expensive — in
this case $36,000. But outbreaks of Tb
could put New Zealand's $5 billion a
year trade at risk, he said.

This new Lumsden Hill operation
would cover extensive riverbed areas
along the Oreti River and the Acton,
Irthing and Cromel Streams.

Ferrets would be targeted with traps
first, the bodies would be examined
and then possums would be poisoned.

The operation would create a 3km to
skm buffer zone around the affected
farm and join up with the 27,000ha
Tomogalak feral animal control area to
the east.

The regional council is to pay 25
percent of the cost and the Animal
Health Board the rest.

Farmer recalls deer

farmjn

DEER farming’s early years were excit-
ing and challenging times and South-
land Deer Farmers’ Association’s first
chairman Peter Ryan, of Gladfield, was
in the the thick of the action.

Southland deer farmers began flexing
their ‘gglitical muscles in mid-1973 —
well before the New Zealand Deer
Farmers’ Association (NZDFA) was
formed.

Two meetings were held at Mr Ryan’s
Gladfield home to decide what action
they could take to stop the Forest
Service from destroying Wapiti found
on farms.

At that time it was illegal to keep
captured feral Wapiti behind wire, Mr
Ryan said.

About 12 farmers who attended those
meetings delegated Mr Ryan, Otautau
veterinarian Daryl Marshall and Rob
Brookes to lobby Members of Parlia-
ment Aubrey Begg and Brian Talboys
to stop the planned Forest Service
daction.

- A meeting with Agriculture Minister
Colin Moyle followed and secured the
legalisation of farming Wapiti.

«] attended annual meetings (of the

NZDFA) but nothing was co-ordinated,”
Mr Ryan said.
- All changed in 1980 when NZDFA
treasurer Rob Brookes and Bernard
Pinney, of Dunrobin Station, suggested
an informal meeting at the end of the
Southland Farmers inaugural deer sale
at its Rosedale Selling complex at
Tussock Creek.

: That meeting elected Mr Ryan — who
was at that time an NZDFA council
member — as the Southland founding
¢hairman, Herby Whyte as secretary
and John Cowie, treasurer.

" The new branch held its first field-day
at Federated Farmers in Forth Street in
August 1981 followed by a visit to the
Southland Phosphate Company’s deer
farm at Awarua.

The Southland A and P Association
granted space in the Centennial Hall for
a deer farming display in the same year.

A discussion between. Mr Ryan and
the then Wilson Neill marketing man-
ager John Scandrett at the show led to
the first national deer velvet compe-
tition being held at the show the next
year.

By Jonn CutTt

g’s early days

THE New Zealand deer industry contributed more than $200 million to the New

Zealand economy in the 12 months

ended December last year.

Figures compiled by Statistics New Zealand and released by the Game Industry

Board show:

@ Venison production 17.3 million kilograms, valued at $161.2 million.

@ Velvet 169,285kg, value $25.5 million.

@ Hides 567,106, value $6.4 million.

@® Co-products 1.4 million kg, value $12 million. ¥ 5
@ Leather 101,443 square metres, value $5 million.
@ Live exports 32 animals, value $65,568.

Since then the
competition has
evolved into New
Zealand’s premier
deer velvet event.

“It’s become a
real showcase for
the deer indus-
try,”” Mr Ryan
said.

“Northern
people are jealous
of us having it
here but they don’t
have the expertise
to run it as we do.”

In more recent
years the South-
land branch had
organised a Deer
Farmer of the
Year competition
which was also
becoming a show-
case for Southland
deer farming, Mr
Ryan said.

Mr Ryan credited Rob Brookes and

Southland Farmers general manager
Russell Cull as pioneering the farmed
venison industry in New Zealand.

Until Mr Brookes had set up a mobile
slaughter facility, which he took from
the Lilburn Valley throughout the
South Island, only feral venison had
been marketed overseas, Mr Ryan said.

Mr Cull had found the markets for the
farm-raised venison.

Major issues deer farmers had to
tackle in the early days included bovine
Tb and the introduction of livestock tax.

Deer farmers had led the opposition
to the proposal by the Finance Minister
Roger Douglas to impose a tax based on
the market value of livestock.

— : = _F'_ )

Intense lobbying
achieved a three-
year holding
period and a modi-
fication to the
scheme.

“The tax caused
a great deal of
uncertainty and
caused deer prices
to tumble.”

An estimated
$45 million of
Southland deer
farmers’ equity in
their stock was
wiped off, Mr
Ryan said.

“A few farmers
went to the wall
and many inves-
tors lost heavily. It
was a bit like a
sharemarket
crash.

“The tax made
animals virtually unsaleable and no
banks would lend money on stock.”

But in the end the tax took the heat
out of the live sales market and put the
industry on a sounder more market-
related basis.

«] went into deer because I wasn’t
satisfied with the returns we were
getting for lamb and wool” Mr Ryan
said.

“T've enjoyed everything I've done.
But looking back I should have pulled
out (‘;he sheep fences a lot earlier than
1 did.”

Mr Ryan is looking forward to attend-
ing the 25th anniversary conference of
the New Zealand Deer Farmers’ Assoc-
iation in Queenstown next month and
meeting people he hasn’t seen “for a
year or two.” -

PETER RYAN
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Deer industry experiences -
strong growth and returns

THE Deer Industry’s 25th
conference in Queenstown
last week was a big success.

The industry is enjoying a
period of strong confidence
and growth with industry
export earnings up 6 percent,
farm-gate venison returns up
by almost 20 percent and
velvet prices having almost
irebled since last year’s
record low.

Demand from the indus-

. iry’s major venison market,

ﬁ” Germany, is strong and the

Korean economy and market

o for velvet has recovered
. strongly.

The conference showed a
maturing industry leading
the world in areas of pro-
‘ductlon quality and anunal

welfare systems and venison
and velvet market develop-
ment.

However, orderly growth
and stable supply remain
challenges for the industry.

Guest speakers during the
Game Industry Board’s for-
mal meeting included
Hamish Carter, who talked
about the benefits he gets
from taking deer velvet, and
Sarah  Kennedy, from
Healtheries of NZ Ltd, who
provided a manufacturer’s
perspective on velvet’s poten-
tial in the global market-
place.

A keynote paper from
European food industry
specialist Tom Steele was
also presented at the meeting

outlining recent develop-
ments and the potential for
venison in European retail
and food service markets.

Board chairman Clive
Jermy said the board had
completed a wide range of
comprehensive reforms to its
structures, programmes and
operational philosophies.

A core five-year strategic
plan was released at confer-
ence.

The proactive and dynamic
spirit of the industry was in
good heart and well pos-
itioned ' to meet the chal-
lenges that sustained growth
presents for the future, he
said.

Board chief executive Col-

lier Isaacs said the industry
needed to manage growth.

The industry had a history:
of volatility that needed to be
addressed to ensure
sustainable profitable
growth. '

While farmers had limited
control over industry
growth, target guidelines of
10 percent growth in hinds
and 5 percent growth in stag
numbers were developed to
balance supply and demand.

Deer Farmers’ Association
president David Stevens said
based on industry consul-
tation, farmers were support-
ive of industry research
activities.

Farmed deer receive livestock status

FARMED deer now have the
same legal status as other farm
livestock.

New Zealand Deer Farmers’

Association general manager
Owen Jacobson told dele

at the association’s 25th ju Jlee_

conference in Queenstown last
week that the Government had

granted farmed deer similar
ownership status to cattle,
sheep and pigs last month.

Any farmed deer outside a
farm boundary remains the
property of the owner provided
the animal is identified by ear
tags approved under section 50
of the Biosecurity Act.

There had been occasions
when neighbours or passers-by
had shot valuable stud animals
under the pretext that they
were feral (wild) animals, Mr
Jacobson said.

The move was good news for
deer farmers, he said.

Ly

Rowallan Investments buys up
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South Island kyenlson company

DUNEDIN — A Dunedin company
connected to the country’s biggest deer
farmer has bought Mair Venison, New
Zealand’s largest specialist venison pro-
cessing and marketing company.

* Rowallan Investments, a privately
owned investment company with con-
nections to New Zealand Deer Farms
owned by Dunedin businessman How-
-ard Paterson, anneunced yestérday it
had bought Mair Venison from Richina
‘Pacific for more than $13.5 million.

_ Christchurch-based Mair Venison is
New Zealand’s biggest specialist ven-
ison processor and marketer, operating
processing plants at Kennington, near
Invercargill, Hokitika and Rotorua.

Last year it had turnover of $43
million and a profit before tax and
interest of $4 million.

Madir chief executive Michael Rice
sdid the company had about 20 percent
of the venison market and was sold as
a .going concern.

- ——

eral South Island properhes running
about 55,000 animals ‘and killing an
estimated 8000 animals a year,

Richina Pacific chairman Sir Allan
Wright said there were obvious
synergies between NZDF and Mair
Venison.

“I feel New Zealand Deer Farms will
be enhanced as a source of supply for
the Mair group,” he said.

It was the right time to sell, with the
deer industry buoyed by high venison
prices, strong overseas demand and the
number of farmed animals rising from
1.3 million to 2.3 million in the past
eight years and continuing to increase.

Statistics released by the Game Indus-
try Board showed venison exports of
$221 million hit record levels last year,
with velvet contributing $39 million.

Sir Allan said Mair did not fit the
company’s core business of construc-
tion, property development and semi-

processing of leather and was nof
performing to the expectations of its
majority offshore owners.

Last year the subsidiary increased
revenue by 27 percent to $43 million,
increasing its contribution to the group
surplus from $233,000 to $4 million.

It came into the Richina fold about six
years ago when Mainzeal took a major-
ity stake in Mair Astley.

Mair started business in 1960 and was
one of the original exporters of feral
venison.

Sir Allan said the final price for the
subsidiary would include a premium
over its book value which would be
determined once inventory had taken
place.

The purchase means two of the
country’s key venison processors will
be controlled from Dunedin, with PPCS,
a multi-species processor and marketer
considered the couniry’s largest ven-
ison operator. — NZP
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record $291m fac

IT has been a record year for earned $112.7 million, 93 per- levels usually seen at tl}ls
deer export earnings, the Game cent more than last year. time of year,” Mr Loza said.
Industry Board said. The gains for the industry  Slaughter numbers for the

Board chairman Clive Jermy also reflected the collaboration past 12 months were up 17
said total exports for the year of all exporters and their mar- percent on the previous year
to May reached $291.8 million ket partners in promoting New but the market was under-
— 36 percent more than the Zealand venison as part of the supplied relative to demand.

¥

revious year. industry’s European demand i )
; Venison exports Were a ocreation programme, NOW tWo With strong consumption
rec:rd $226.2 million (up 44 years old, Mr Jermy said. in the off-season resulting in

: 3 latively low stock levels, the
percent) and velvet exports  Strong venison export results I®
$36.4 million (up 9 percent). . were also reflected in farmgate industry looked well placed
Co-product exports were returns. coming into the peak chilled

down slightly at $13.5 million  Board chief executive officer season.
but hides and leather earnings MJ Loza said that the average “We must recognise,
were up 43 percent at $156 schedule of about $9.20 was a though, that some of the
million. record and up more than 40 grivers behind the current
The main reason for percent compared with the gipyation are short-term, such
improved venison export same time last year — with the  o¢ the Jow New Zealand dollar ' _
returns was the continued ftraditional peak season yet 0 -4 animal health crises in Bv VANEESA BELLEW _ Mr Lloyd said hunters tres;
strong demand that extended cOme. Europe,” Mr Loza said. AND CARMEN WiLsoON gll.g ‘fjﬁsa ;Eroblem, gmgu-lar y at
past the traditional end of the  “This reflects the strong mar- is of year when deer came

caused eon and also the _ For longterm profitability A CONFRONTATION between a out of the bush to graze on the

f:nw;ffﬁ)f agls%sgansg%odt and gﬁeﬁﬁzdvepnﬁod ax:}t_ demand the industry must ensure that farmer and two deerstalkers led to roadsides. -
oiih disease in Europe bevond the traditional game Drices were marketrelated an armed offenders squad callout in _Hunters had to get permission
_ mouth ope. Aol : ulted i and that increased supplies the Catlins on Saturday from landowners to use access
. From the start of January season, which have res m BT ‘ ; roads and would be prosecuted if

until the end of May venison stock levels significantly below = were in line with demand. Sergeant Kelvin Lloyd, of they did not leave when told.
—— —— Balclutha, said a Waipati farmer  pglice have charged a 38-year-old
: ____ called police about 6pm on Satur- woman with trespass and a 51-year-
— day after he stopped two women old woman with unlawful pos-
W - S T 1 T YA T 3 using a track on his leased property session of a firearm. They will
to go deerstalking. They did not appear in the Balclutha District
have his permission. Court tomorrow.
The incident fol- - Meanwhile, a South-
lowed concerns of ¢ land farmer fears
farmers and police that someone will be killed
deerstalkers were risk- if hunters keep tres- |
ing their safety by tres- passing on his ci;u'p-,.‘
ﬁi;lg on Southland erty. Lindsay Dickson '
mS. has had hunters enter- _
‘An Eastern South- ES ing his farm near the
land farmer said he AL SR B Dunsdale picnic area.
féared someone would - . N “It is mainly a con-
be’shot if hunters kept Ll cern because I have
trespassing. . Eris, friends who come out
‘Mr Lloyd said the & fishing and camping
Waipati farmer had an [N ) and who go out walk-
afgument _with tlie - ing Ju]S)t_ li{efore darls(,i”
ymen and later told r Dickson said.
;wg]ice e of ihon LINDSAY DICKSON “They could be shot.”
removed a .308-calibre rifle from Mr Dickson said his son had been
their vehicle. This gave the farmer in the bush a few days ago shooting
some cause for concern. rabbits when he came across a
] gage hunters — from Christ- couple of men with heavy firearms
it f-‘j,lﬂICh and Waikaka Valley — hunting deer. :
W not leave and continued to ~ “He could have become a casu-
_ alty,” he said.
1 'Police from Balclutha, Wyndham  In a separate incident last week,
- and Invercargill set up cordons and a wild deer was shot in a Lilburn
the armed offenders squad from Valley paddock by a hunter on the
Invercargill was called out. side of the road. _
‘Police spoke to two women as  Tuatapere police said such action
they came out of the area and could lead to prosecution.
recovered a rifle and a deer from  Constable Andy Grant, of
the bush, Mr Lloyd said. Tuatapere, said the farmer was
“The confrontation was in an understandably upset after the deer
12%{1%:1 area which had been sub- was found in a paddock where he
s

: ] tock thefts and vandalism. grazed cattle.

—_— ——

Picture: JOHN HAWKINS
| Deer farming continues to increase in both numbers and returns. Although most farmers breed deer
.-'%:evenison or velvet, others have diversified into offshoots that include trophy stags — such as this
s example. : e




IT is b%singss as u?{ual for the
. enison’s Kennington

“plant after its sale to PPCS.
- The sale of Mair Venison’s
g&eraﬁons in Rotorua, Hoki-
a and Kennington was

Business as us

5

with a view t0 obtaining
additional supply of venison for
export, Mr Pringle said.

“It soon became apparent the

of the business" by

PPCS would achieve the best

latplant

The sale was for an undis-
closed sum, he said.

NZ Deer Farms was reported
as having paid a litte more
than the $13.5 million book -
value for Mair Venison’s pro-

announced by PPCS t for PPCS, i - i ing 4 .
]);;elsterg‘laye. argi.iul De?elx" ECS g Deer Farms cgls\;;ng .an(j zlsil;{:;;ng assetsT

; g ago Mair PPCS chief executive Stewart of Mair Venison gave the com-

1’izermemlquz wgsée sold to Dunedin- Barnett confirmed last night pany access to theg%:orth Island

eer Farms Ltd. that no were envisaged and additional venison supply

anow% ing the sale PPCS had * at the Kenni B al ve .
approached NZ Deer Farms so e p § needed to satisfy the company’s
21 fifoi

business as usnal.” international customers.

m sparks inreres

“Probably half the deer shot out
before the shooters were ready.

News about the release of The  “Not that it really mattered, T
Venison Hunters video has stirred suppose, because the tally was over
goetnés;dégglz);gdmot?gg: b;aélrff %3;‘%1%17;3% two hundred for the day,” Peter
slides taken on the first official day S0 g . B
of helicopter venison recovery back _ Deer were shot from the groun
in 1963. and gutted to reduce weight, with
Peter was working on the Hawea- the skin left on to protect the meat.
mustering run at the time In the tgarly days the carcasses
and recalled the excitement of the were carried in “baskets” on each
da“s‘rl.t e 5 dlﬁ‘er slide of the hbee]%'jcopﬁer,k rathgr than
something reall rier- slung on a ¥y hook, and some
ent and the pressure to turn m a carcasses had to be dragged or
good tally must have been quite carried considerable distances to a
hlg"%iltoo- likely spot for the helicopter to
“There was no way we were land.

going to miss having a good look.”
The first area to be shot was a Shooters were a select bunch and

there were plenty who wanted to
side o \&ageymgrguéhém?oréhﬁggf try their hand if one dropped out.
bounded by jagged tops with a Even the dirty and demanding
natural main saddle, job of “guttie” was sought after, but
The plan was simple. “if you didn’t have the right
Ground shooters would sfation temperament, you wouldn’t last
themselves either side of the saddle long”.
— “sort of like a mam road for the Thmughout the day the carcass
deer” — and the helicopter would jines gradually filled, along with

encourage deer up from the lower te rows of heads and o
basin as well as taking out the ;22?;"" TORE.SF ee her

Fascasses. : Tails and sinews were removed
Unfortunately, the mountmg_ for Asian medicinal and aphro-

excitement apparently got the bet s foomb

ter of at least one of the party.  disiac purposes, but Peter didn’t
Tim (now Sir Tim) Wallis’ ven- careqto comment on their effective-

ture partner Robert Wilson was to 1ness! .

ride with the pilot, but found the  Tails had to include glands from

waiting too much to handle. beside the root and working too

BY SHARYN PRICE

y Fina]lylhe innslisted ttgedh?:%copttgr fast could make the tail worthless.

eave early, only to fin at the ; e v

frightened deer were over the top 165’ 13.?.;18 hvggf i;g&gﬁed from the
ore the shooters were in pos- “°% o =

¥ ition. & Continved, mext page
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ABOVE: Deer carcasses fined up on the first
day of helicopter venison recovery.

LEFT: Lifting off to collect more deer.




'Most
was for ex

| From previous page

EFORE Sir Tim built the
rocessing plant at Luggate,:
tuch of the meat was pro-
sssed through the
utchery.

But some of the meat also
rent to smaller plants around
1€ country.

Almost all was destined for
xport, but Peter recalled that
ome of the meat was ‘“‘dis-
inctly gamey, not something
'd want to buy to say the
east”, by the time it had heen
‘ecovered and trucked.

Peter couldn’t recall the
1ame of the Canadian pilot
‘who chewed gum like a
Yank”, who flew on the very
irst day.

However, he said regular
yilot Russell Gutschlag was
‘the ideal man to fly with”,
mown for taking the imachine
o its limits without taking
;illy risks.

Even top pilots could be the
outt of shooter humour,
though.

In later times deer were
slung from a hook under the
helicopter and one wag
fastened the line to a bluff and
left Russell to hold the helicop-

ter in position while he rolled

himself a cigarette. "

Shooters of the time included
Wattie Cameron, Frank Woolf,
Bill and Don Crawford and Don
Erceg.

Most began with sporterised
303 rifles but as time passed
the .243 became popular.

Accurate shooters found
good success with the .222,
thosen to minimise meat dam-
1ge, but shot placement was
';ritical.

! “Wattie Cameron was a top
harksman.

“At one stage he put a

undred-and-something deer

rough the Wanaka butchery

uhﬂ{ either head shot or shot
L] -

Wanaka

deer meat

W' \ RLs F

port

The tally starts to mount.

high in the neck,” Peter said.

Wattie was known for the
highest percentage of clean
shots of any culler in the
Wanaka area and was reputed
to have dropped deer at ranges
up to 500 metres.

Shooter Bill Crawford was
well known for his wry, back
country character. ... .

Peter described a conver-
sation with Bill and others
about how well dogs kept in the
high country, clean and with
no fleas, and put it down to the
healthy living and frequent
river crossings.

Bill reckoned the river cross-
ings did the same for him, but
claimed he “still made a point
of having a bath at least once
a year, whether I need it or
not’’.

Gradually the venison teams
moved to other parts of the
South Island.

The chopper boys generally
got a fine reception on arrival
in a new area as people were
drawn to the novelty and excit-

ement of the helicopter, but
Peter recalled that the mood
often soured when local hun-
ters saw the numbers of deer
killed.

“The helicopter could take
out in a day the deer that locals
would hunt for years.

“It’s not surprising that men

. who hunted on foot got pretty.
hacked off when these guys.

came in and apparently slaugh-
tered their local population.

“The chopper boys had to be
especially careful to stick to
the places they could legally
shoot.

“As long as they had per- '

mission and shot the right
areas, no one could really point
the finger.

“They were exciting times
and, of course, ultimately
developed into the live capture
and deer farming that we know
today.”

A uniquely Kiwi piece of
history ~ and captured by Peter
Gazzard’s camera back in 1963.

www.stuff.conz The Southland Times
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Feral veni

!

WELLINGTON — Agriculture offic-
ials are recalling feral venison from
some meatworks because of food
safety concerns raised by the recent
rash of deer (})oachmg in the central
North Island.
. Agriculture Minister Jim Sutton
is looking at banning future exports
of venison from feral deer.

Mr Sutton said a series of recent

| legal charges laid against alleged

deer poachers had raised serious
questions about New Zealand’s
ability to provide customer coun-
tries with sufficient assurances
about the origin of such meat.

The location at which feral pests
such as deer and pigs are shot can
be crucial if dpossum poisoning is

out in the area.
Commercial hunters are not
allowed to sell meat from the buffer
zones around forests in which
possums are being poisoned,
because some poisons ¢an accumu-
late in ani ;

Mr Sutton said it was time to look
hard at the wisdom of continuing to
export feral venison. He recently
told hunters that while the Govern-
ment had no policy to eradicate all
feral deer, they should be confined
to farms

About 27,000 tonnes of venison
was produced on farms last year,
but the 15,693 tonnes exported in
the year to June included 1000
tonnes of feral venison, most of it
to be sold in Germany as high-
priced game meat. Game meats are
a traditional seasonal delicacy in
Germany and importers do not
have to pay the same duties that
would apply to beef or lamb.

_But now trade officials are wor-
ried that poachers who would break
the law to shoot illegally on some-
one else’s land would not hesitate to
lie about taking deer from areas
where poison had been laid.

“New Zealand has an excellent
reputation for safe, quality food,”
Mr Sutton said in a statement.

“We absolutely have to know the
true origin of the ani |

“The involvement of people who
resort to dishonest tactics in the
supply of feral meat introduces a
risk that is very hard to e.”

Detective Sergeant John Wilson,
of Rotorua, said there had been an
Increase in poaching since the price
of venison began to rise last Sep-
tember.

“There is poaching being carried
out by numerous different helicop-
ter operators but they are very
elusive,” he said.

It was impossible to guess how
many were being poached

son being
recalled from works

legitimate outlets that routinely
bought meat from hunters. They
had no way of knowing whether the
animals had been poached, Mr
Wilson said.

Mr Wilson said he was aware the
price of venison had risen to about
$8/kg at one stage. :

“It's dropped again now, but
there’s certainly still money to be
made. Once the price (of venison)
goes up, the poaching begins.”

But Mr Sutton said the amount of.
wild deer processed was small,
compared with the amount of
farmed deer meat produced and-

‘officials had been asked to report.

on the issues surrounding a pos-
sible ban on feral venison exports.

“I don’t like the idea of a few
bandits putting a significant indus-'
try at risk,” he said. |

Game Industry Board staff
emphasised farmed venison was
not implicated in the recall of feral.
meat supplied by some hunters in'
the central North Island.

“The :

issue is restricted to a small
number of suppliers of feral ven-:
ison,” said the board’s chief execu-
tive, Michael-John Loza.

“We applaud MAF’s regponse in
recalling suspect feral product from
the market for testing to ensure
there is no food safety issue,” he
said in a statement. '

“We don’'t have sympathy for
anyone that flaunts MAF systems.
Not only have they put New Zea-
land’s reputation for safe, clean
food at risk, but they have also
placed a strain on the processing
plants to which they sold feral deer
for processing”. ;

The meat works with product
detained by MAF for further testing
were caught in the middle and some
processing jobs were at risk. Mr
Loza said that as exporters devel-
oped new markets, younger con-
sumers were developing a taste for
the milder farmed venison outside
the fraditional game season.

No case has so far been recorded
of 1080 possum poison getting ‘into
the human food chain in New
Zealand, or into export foods.

But Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry officials said three years"
ago that a feral deer carcass was'
found being processed for export in’
November 1998 with a 1080 residue
lt}v{;e%mhsigh.er.ﬁlan the ‘ﬁ;:lcepted hrlx%lé
of 0.005 milligrams a kilogram. T
animal came from the Kaikoura:
area and was believed to have a-
1080 residue level of 0.018mg/keg. A
similar problem was also found in

but the venison was being sold to a carcass from Rotorua, — NZPA
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Deerhunter tells tales

BY SHARYN PRICE

WATTIE Cameron has had a varied and
interesting life as a farmer and farm
worker, truck driver, rabbiter, deer culler
and commercial meat hunter.

His first season on the job as a
government deer culler demonstrated
some of his potential as a shooter.

Partnered with Frank Woolf, top deer
culler for all of New Zealand in the
previous year, Wattie found himself
striving to match Frank’s tally.

He remembered the ribbing he got
when the cullers assembled at the begin-
ning of the summer season in October.

Frank wound him up as the new chum
and asked Wattie how many he thought
he’d get.

Told that a good hunter would shoot
about 1000 deer, Wattie replied, “Alright,
it’d be nice to get 1000”.

That drew a good laugh, as no first-year
shooter had ever achieved this tally.

Wattie was also keen to make first
grade hunter, as first grade men got nine
per week and second grade on eight per
week.

His ambition raised another round of
mirth as qualifying as first grade meant
shooting 30 deer each week, a standard
that usually took several months to
achieve.

Not for Wattie, though.

Away at first light on his first day, he
soon found deer attempting to cross from
the Hunter Valley to the Landsborough,
but struggling in soft snow conditions.

He found it relatively easy to position
himself so that deer had to expose
themselves on a bare ridge or travel
slowly in boggy snow. _

“I got myself in a good position and
shot the lot, so I got 51 the first day.

“I had the laugh on the other guys
because I qualified as the first grade
hunter the first day on the job.”

Wattie went on to collect 2107 tails in
his first season, a feat that he credits to
the constant push to match Frank.

Throughout his mountain days, he
found there was much in knowing what
to do at the right time and said a hunter’s
instincts would sharpen if he let them.

For example, travelling in avalanche
country he found “something tells you to
move now’’.

“Out of nowhere you get this sort of
feeling that you’ve got to do that.

“You run like hell for about 100 yards
and suddenly hundreds of tons of snow
come down where you were standing.”

It didn’t happen often, maybe three or
four times a year, but was too much to
be coincidence, he said.

“If you relax and let nature guide you,
you can learn to live with nature very
easily.”

Similar observation and instinct was
useful for river crossings and, of course,
hunting deer.

Times changed and more deer were
shot directly from the helicopter.

Shooting became more difficult as deer
numbers dropped and surviving deer
became more wily.

Many deer would hear the helicopter
and head for the bush long before the
helicopter got within range, Wattie said.

“The animals that you're not getting
are getting away — they’re becoming the
breeding stock and so you’re breeding up
another lot of animals that are very
cunning and astute.

“They’re more intelligent and more
alert to the types of controls.”

Wattie has retired to Alexandra, but is
still keen to share stories from his high
country days.

“It really was a great life and I'm glad
I had the opportunity.”

JOHNES disease represented a
major' problem when identified in
farmed deer herds, University of
Otago Disease Research Laboratory
Professor Frank Griffin said.

Both strains of the disease found
in cattle and sheep infected deer, he
told the VetSouth-Wrightson indus-
try seminar in Gore.

Johnes bacteria produces a
chronic gut infection that results in
the malabsorption of food, weight
loss and, ultimately, death.

The prevalence of the production-
limiting disease was increasing
each year, Professor Griffin said.

The major problem diagnosing
Johnes was that the .lesions it
produced were difficult to dis-
tinguish from Tb lesions. =

e,

. made without delay.

leerissue

It also caused the skin test for Tb
to react in such a way as to confuse
routine Tb testing. it

But about one-third of all Tb
reactors were due to Johnes.

Professor Griffin said the com-
plex nature of the disease meant
multiple strategies would have to
be employed to control and erad-
icate it.

A new blood test had been devel-
oped whereby Johnes and Tb could
be identified at the same time. But,
while the test had been approved, it
was not yet available for on-farm
use, he said.

He suggested a serious attempt to
control Johnes in deer should be

Coming in with another load. Deer carcasses were carried along each side of
the helicopter rather than slung on a hook underneath.

A quick unload and away for more. No time was wasted in getting as much venison
in as possible. =

__—-ﬂ
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A PPCS representative had come down
from head office and identified the p'%?e

By KaTinka PROUDFOOT

STRIKE action would begin at PPCS’
Mossburn and Burnside plants today,
although slaughter-floor workers stopped
work yesterday with no Kkills to process,
Meatworkers Union

lems and would report back to
company, he said.

Nothing had been resolved after ﬁﬁe‘
~ first strike hap-

Otago and South- i . -
Otago and Sufh «The. reality is, there are i o
e e ester. workers there working under ey eire _ HeppRiL
gne hundred ven $10 an hour and expected to these workers 2
ison workers would work night Shlﬂ,_":._‘ ;!;eeanmg Wh:;fat

strike for three
days from today for an overall pay
increase of 5 percent and a bonus system
for labourers, Mr Davis said.

Tt was the second strike in three weeks.

“The peality is, there are workers there
working under $10 an hour and expected
to work night shift.”

Workers at the two plants received up
to $4 an hour less than workers at PPCS’
h;l}lb plants at Silverstream and Kaikorai
Yalley.

. -  the end of the day,
if we end up in court, it will not be hard
to prove how disadvantaged these work-
ers are in relation to others in the
industry doing this kind of work . ..if it's
not resolved this time, it will be left
anresolved and we'll be looking at further
action next season,” he said.

Mr Davis declined to comment on the
bargaining details but he said Mossburn
and Burnside plant workers were net
looking for pay equity with other PPCS
plants. - :

www.stuff.co.nz The Southland Times

Lack of action
by PPCS stirs.

2 [oon.

meatworkers

By CHERIE SIVIGNON

MEATWORKERS’© Union
members from PP@S’ Moss-
burn meat processing plant
were disappointed the com-
pany had no new offer of
increased wages, union

Otago-Southland secretary”

Gary Davis said yesterday.

The ‘'union met its Maoss-
burn members yesterday, fol-
lowing three days of strike
action last week and two
days of failed mediation talks
earlier this week. A meeting
with Burnside workers was
held on Wednesday.

About 140 workers from
both sites walked off the job
'on' January 23 for three days
in'an ‘attempt to get a pay
increase of 5 percent and a

oTUS. system for labourers.
yuBefore the strike action,
iMr.Davis said some workers

&

e

earned less than $10 an hour
and. were expected to ‘work
nights. There was also a
discrepancy in pay rates with
other PPCS South Island
meat processing plants. 6

Yesterday, Mr Davis sal
workers from both sites were
disappointed there had been
nothing new on the table
from the company since it
offered an extra §1 an hour i
December.

During mediation, the
union reduced ifs pay
increase demands from $14.80
an hour to $13.20 an hour.

Further talks with workers
were scheduled for Monday
«and we’ll decide after that,
where from here,” Mr Davis
said.

PPCS chief executive Stew-
art Barmett could not be
reached for comment.

Staff turnover was a problem at the S s A— i
Mossburn and Burnside plants and per- ‘Neither plant had had a substantial pay
manent staff were sick of training new rise for quite some time, he said.
staft;i only t;a hag:r Ehemdl%a_é because the PPCS processing manager Geoff Rowe
work was too hard and tHe pay sodow, Wwas not available fi mim -
T Daves et :Lay y toglow, L R e for comment yester
The Southland Times www.stuff.conz & Farm - &
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By Jorn CuTT “They
FOR a deer farmer whose stock
becomes infested with cattle
ticks, the effect can be worse than
bovine Th.

Just ask former Cambridge
deer farmer Tom Cruse.

The former New Zealand For-
est Service deer culler came to
Southland a few years ago on a
fishing trip and after inspecting
an 800ha Lilburn Valley property
decided to shift south.

Facial eczema and cattle ticks
had forced him out of his Cam-
bridee deer farm, Mr Cruse said.

“The ticks arrived five years
ago. 1 found an adult stag full of
ticks in late summer.”

Cattle ticks survived the win-
ter to resurface in almost plague
proportions the following
October.

tation.
€ lThey

said.

on the

m

That summer he lost 50 percent
of his fawns. to cattle tick infes-

and diad on the hot exhaust.” |8 Qg_@ n
% odielk

puddings, {
were covered in ticks,” Mr Cruse

His master stag, which features

Yerex's Deer — The New Zealand
Story, was also troubled by ticks
two years ago.

Its cast antle
10kg compared with 13.5kg the \
previous :
son free t
same stag is a 43-pointer which
Mr _ruse estimated would pro-
duce 16kg.

In desperation 3
decided to spray the entire Cam-

2/

climbed up the wheels

were just like black
their whole bodies

back cover of David

weighed only

season. In its first sea-
of ticks at Lilburn, the

Mr Cruse

if

properties  were

only
south.

tions to ensure his

guarantined, inspec
the stock and

asures beat ticks

clean environment seemed the
answer, hence the.move

He has taken extreme precau-
stock are
clean before transport.

The animals are treated two
days before trucking and i
on the morning of fruckin:

Mz Cruse wants to see all stock
ted and then
trucks sprayed
pefore crossing Cook Strait.

“Tt's a myth to say Southland is
too cold for ticks,” Mr Cruse said.

Ticks could also infect sheep,
goats, horses, dogs and cats.

Mr Cruse said every farmer
should be vigilant in looking out

again

When M 4 his Dbridge farm with insecticide by — : e 4 EE" for ticks. .

farm e{,‘ike ronc”;’sgaféﬁp%% bare helicopter but four weeks later This master stag on Tom Cruse’s Lilburn Valley deer farm IS And efforts by Em;zronment
ground, within seconds the the pests reappeared, forcing him  thriving in its tick-free environment and he plans to ensure it Southland to convince the
ground was alive with ticks to spray every weeks — @  continues to do so. authorities to declare ticks an

attracted to the heat of the
exhaust.

“Ttrwas like an army of ants
| moving across the ground,” Mr
Crase said.

effect.

He changed tactics and treated
his stock with chemiecals —

hugely expensive exercise.
The treatment had little or no

four weeks. The

another major expense hecause
the stock had to be treated every
two-year-olds
had been 50kg lighter than they

velvet antler had had

should have been and some of his

thrown out because of tick dam-
age, Mr Cruse aaid. Neighbouring

to be
ported.

unwanted organism an intro-
duce border controls
Strait to prevent ticks moving
south should be strongly sup-

at Cook

— —
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DEER farmers are being reminded of
‘heir legal responsibility to follow the
correct procedures for removal of velvet
and hard antler.

Slaughter plants often saw the result

2

- of incorrect develveting techniques at

this time of the year, MAF animal

' wg%ifare investigator Peter Presland

Sdid.

Develveting was a surgical procedure
that caused pain and therefore required
the use of (E'ugs he said.

“Farmers should be aware of the legal
requirements.”

He believed improper develveting was
mostly being done by people who were
not accredited to do the procedure.

“It's a privilege for New Zealand

farmers to be able to develvet their own
“r deer.”

-In :some countries, such as Britain,
develvéting was banned.
In New Zealand, velvet and antler

emoval could only be carried out by a

Accredited farmers were also audited
each year by wvets acting for the
National Velvet Standards Body.

Poor technique was obvious af meat

plants and plant veterinarians had
passed on their concerns to MAF, Mr
Presland said.
. Animal welfare was an important
issue for the deer industry and people
who develveted incorrectly were com-
mitting an offence.

Where cases were reported, MAF’s
special investigations branch would
investigate, he said.

“Our primary role is one of educa-
tion, with prosecution only used as a
last resort.

“When vets (at meat plants) sign off
venison for export they have to certify
the consignment meets a host of con-

minded
evelveting rules

The antlers and velvet also had to be
removed at least seven days before
transport to allow the wound to heal.

Mr Presland said farmers should also
be reminded of the national welfare
standards for the transport of deer to
slaughter, which reguired animals to be
in sound condition and able to bear
their weight on all four legs. |

New Zealand Deer Farmers Associa-
tion national executive member Bill
Taylor said he shared concerns about
poor velvet removal but added deer
farmers wanted to see a consistent
standard of inspection by meat-plant
veterinarians in the ~way they
responded to the problem.

“The NZDFA executive encourages
all deer farmers to comply with the
regulations and if they have any queries

——
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Tﬁ_l;gpeparunent of Co
vation’s. mismanageme
our public land has crez
free for all on large .
animals. Recreational .
ing is therefore t
destroyed. Hunting is
heritage, our culture,
inspiration ... this is
we will fight for.

Anyone who sets ol
demoralise New Zealar
on such a grand scale sk
be held to account.

One way DOC is destre
our great animals is by a
ing commercial deer r
ery. Whitetails especiall;
getting hammered by ¢
pers.

This year alone we kno
at least 40 (does and by
that. were live-captured !
an unknown number of
mals heli-hunted
trophies. We think there
be 300 t0400 whitetail in
area at the most.

Giving deer “pest” st
wrongly justifies DOC t
this happen. Managed
fit well with our eco-sys
and’ are very importan
our communities.

Don’t let them steal all

S —

etermarian or a trained and accredited

farmer, Mr.Presland said.

needs you.
Recently arrived in New

and Massey University.

in the study to allow Ms
Homfield to gather 2s much

Zealand, German researcher
Esther Homfield is working on an
-investigative study into Johne’s
Disease, in association with the
Johne’s Research Group (JRG)

Timaru’s group chairman
Peter Aitken said 160 deer farm-
ers from both throughout the
country were needed to take part

ditions, including a;mnal welfare.” Or concerns Ehey should contact their attributes that hun

Mr Presland reminded deer farmers Veterinarian. installs in people’s cha
that deer with hard antlers longer than Mr Taylor and Mr Presland said they ters, the ruggedn
60mm above the pedicle (iypically were heartened there had been a large ) resourcefulness and thel
spikers) had to be removed before increase in the past three months in the Game animalsil]7 f the outdoors that }
transport because of risk of damage to number of Southland deer farmers who RECENTLY [ alanders are known fo
themselves, other animals and meat- had applied to become accredited JFGI Shy 4 t-m James Vei
plant workers. devélyeters. Waimhelg t% %e;;:nmg Upper Walt_{ia,t'ipuHR 0

By YVONNE O’HARA 32 h}o ) information as possible about the
DEER farmers, your industry

disease.

Ms Homfield will survey each
farm and look at all the factors
which might contribute to the

disease.

“She will collate as much

information as she can, which
will then be analysed at Massey

University.

“We want to encourage deer
farmers to register their interest
in participation,” Mr Aitken said.

“We want to find out about the
nature of the disease and when
best to use control mechanisms.”

He said all the information
provided would be confidential.
Ideally, half the deer farms

and half should be clear.
“The real difficulty will be to
find clear properties.”

was not notifiable and the evi-

dence to date indicated it did not
impact on the quality of product.
Deer farmers interested in tak-

ing part should ring Deer
Industry New Zealand’s Tony
Pearse on (03) 489-9221 or
021 719-038.

~Can you help with research, deer?

should be infected with the disease

Mr Aitken said Johne’s Disease

group — Upper

uld

Recreational Hunters,

The aim is to support -
groups or individuals that |
would', : i -

for. refréational hunting.

Wakatipu Glenorch

Leptospirosis cases |
™
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increasé'in Southland

By Davib CosGRIFF

WARNINGS had been issued to
Southland venison slaughter-
men and deer handlers because
of a sharp rise in the number
of cases of a serious infectious
disease, Southland medical offi-
cer of health Derek Bell said.

While the number of cases of
the disease leptospirosis was
less than 11, incidence of the
disease was more than treble
what it was two years ago.

Nearly all the exira cases
involved slaughtermen at ven-
ison meat plants, Dr Bell said.

Until two years ago, only
about two or three Southland-
€rs a year caught leptospirosis.

—_—
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But last year, six cases were
reported among wvenison
slaughtermen and this year the
number had risen to eight.

Another two deer farmers or
their workers contr the
disease this -year, which
brought the total'to 10, he said.

The prevalence of
leptospiresis in deer in South-
land and Otago appeared to be
a significantly growing prob-
lem.

The disease was a silent host
in deer, which meant it caused
no obvious symptoms in the
animals

But humans could catch the
disease from infected animals,
commonly from urine splashes

entering the eye or-through
broken or cut skin. S
It was possible up to half the
ani in a herd might be
infected but farmers could be
unaware and if they were,
there was probably no financial
benefit from vaccinating.
Health officials had issued
warnings and preventative ad-
vice to venison slaughtermen.
It was essential people on
illing chains wore protective
gear, especially gloves and
goggles, Dr Bell said.
Symptoms of the disease,
which can last more than four
weeks, include . headaches,

muscle pains; chills, fever and
i ation of nerves to-the
eye and brain. St g

THE prospect of producing killable
weights in deer before their first
winter is being put to more than
2000 deer farmers this week,
._The information is on a CD, the
initiative of Deer Improvement,

The short video, playable on
home computers, explains how the
objective of the “100kg weaner” fits
the strategy to grow demand for
venison outside the traditional
European pre-Christmas season.

It also explains how feeding and
breeding developments are putting
this ideal within reach.

Deer Industry New Zealand chief
executive, MJ Loza, and producer-
manager, Tony Pearse, feature on
»the video speaking on market
demands; Dr Simone Hoskin, Mas-
sey Uniyersity nutritionist, talks
about feeding developments and Dr
Geoff Asher, of AgResearch Inver-

JRE

s

Venisgn movie for

a screen hear you

may, gives an insight into breeding
developments. Deer Improvement’s
geneticist, Jake Chardon, explains
what drives genetic gain.

_ Director Peter Gatley said the
idea of the CD became obvious at
farmer meetings where specialists
found themselves speaki the
same .

“We’d all like to see the develop-
ment of year-round demand for
chilled venison but, whatever the
shape of the venison schedule curve
In future, deer farmers have fo
push for greater efficiency in the
conversion of feed to carcass
weight,” Mr Gatley said.

The crisis in pricing was gener-
ating several responses. “The op-
portunists are getting out. Those
who remain tend to have a long
term view and are serious about
lifting performance.”
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U basin deer farmers have
ge a running battle with
a andcorp for more than
s over what they consider
eferential treatment the
3 largest corporate farmer

Ving. .
~a meeting tomorrow in
ghurch may be a step
s reaching a solution.

; is Landcorp the
y’s largest corporate farmer
£ it is also one of if not the largest
or farmer.

's 9003 annual report shows the
mipany converted 5700ha of land
deer farming during the year and
nereased its deer numbers from

87,543 to 109,802.

_ Landcorp owns 110 farms nation-
wide covering 369,00ha.

At the time of releasing the 2003
annual report Landcorp chief
ecutive Chris Kelly said: “The
any is part-way through an
gssive  development pro-
e focusing on conversions to
and dairying.”
iiuth, of the deer conversion
» is taking place in the
U basin.
farmers have become con-
that the company’s growth
Lits demand for killing space at

deer slaughter plants such as PPCS
Mossburn, plus premiums, sug-
gested to be $120/head paid by
PPCS — which are not paid to
individual farmers — are shutting
them out of the market.

Spokesman for a deer farmer
action group, Chris Carran of Te
Anau, yesterday said he and three
other farmers from Te Anau, Sam
Robins, Brian Risk and Eldon
Coates, plus two Nelson deer far-
mers, were meeting with Landcorp
in Christchurch tomorrow to dis-
cuss the issue.

A meeting with PPCS last year
failed to reach a solution.

“The feedback we’ve had from all
over New Zealand is that the
premium prices paid to corporates
is unfair,” Mr Carran said.

“PPCS won’t listen.”

Mr Carran said while his group
had received backing from all over
New Zealand, it was disappointing
that there had been no support from
the Deer Farmers Association.

He hoped that after tomorrow’s
meeting with Landcorp a further
meeting would be held with PPCS.

Mr Carran said his group was
acting as PPCS suppliers not mem-
bers of the NZDFA.

Balfour deer farmer and a past
president of the Deer Farmers
Association, David Stevens said he

21, 2004

ow

lope Lan,
an end r

corp

had received calls from farmers
about the issue.

But the association had always
held the view that it was not its role
to become involved in commercial
industry matters.

“It’s a shareholder (PPCS) issue.
it’s something shareholders need to
sort out with their company.”

PPCS of)erations manager Keith
Cooper said meetings had been held
with the action group where the
company had expressed its views.

“We have contracts on all species
throughout the year and have done
so for a number of years.”

Such contracts could be to
encourage supply, meet -certain
market requirements or to spread
the Kkill to ease peak kill periods.

Contracts were available to all
suppliers, but because of the often
tight specifications and the num-
bers of stock required, often it was
only the large suppliers such as
Landcorp which were able to take
them up.

“They (the action group) seem to
be targeting Landcorp not contracts
and we are not prepared to com-
ment on contracts we have with a
specific supplier,” Mr Cooper said.

Doty
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"Disease numbers up

By Davio COSGRIFE

unusual to get a run of three cases in
guick succession, Dr Bell said.

average yearly number.

two were notified, which was about the

THREE of five cases of leptospirosis in
Southland last year were among deer
workers and this has health officials
checking to see if the disease is
becoming a greater problem for the
industry.

Southland medieal officer of health
Derek Bell said the number of cases was
higher than usual and it was the first
year deer workers had featured so
prominently in the statistics.

It was not unheard of for deer
workers to get infected but it was

Wellington scientists were reviewing
the cases to determine if there was any
particular problem that might be
emerging with the handling of deer on
farms or in venison processing plants.

“Tt may well be that it’s an increasing
problem. ‘ .

“Certainly what we’ll be doing is
trying to increase awareness among
both deer farmers and people in the
venison industry,” he said.

The number of Southland cases last
year was higher than 2002, when just

Leptospirosis symptoms. include
fever, severe and persistent headache, -
chills and rigors, muscular pains, eye
irritation and photophobia, nausea with
or without vomiting, appetite loss,
sweating and jaundice. It is commonly
transmifted to humans from urine
splashes from animals.

Nationally, more than 100 cases of the
infectious disease are reported annually .
but the true number of cases is probably
twice that because leptospirosis is
under-diagnosed and under-reported.

—_— == ———




Deer farl;g

By JoHN CuttT anp NZPA

REPORTS coming out of the North
Island stating that deer farmers are
bailing out of the industry are not
being replicated in the south.

Deer farmers have been enduring
low prices for both' venison and
velvet, a situation that is appar-
ently encouraging some North
Island farmers to quit.

Deer Industry New Zealand chief
executive M J Loza yesterday said
across the board venison export
schedules are at $3.89kg for a 60kg
AP stag, 30 percent below the
10-year average of $5.63kg.

Last season's velvet prices had
been 40 percent below across all
grades, he said.

The German market for venison,
which provided inflated prices dur-
ing the BSE scares two years ago,
has become oversupplied.

New Zealand’s high dollar, com-
bined with an over-supplied Korean
market, has hurt the velvet price.

'Farmers vow

¢)oy-

“It is clear that at those prices
deer farming is not sustainable and
all our efforts are going into impro-
ving the situation,” Mr Loza said.

DNZ had put together a demand-
creation off-season campaign in
Europe, starting at the end of this
month, he said.

The campaign is retail focused,
with articles in magazines, in-store
?romotions and presentations to
ood media. Consumer prize draws
for trips to New Zealand are also
planned.

In Waikato some deer farmers are
reported to be reducing their herds,
and others are quitting deer and
returning to dairying or drystock.

Bob Dunn, a deer agent for 15
Years, estimated most agents had
lost 10 to 15 percent of their clients
in the past year.

They had either converted back
to dairy or sold the farm, and the
new owners had turned it inte’a

dairy farm. :
‘ —

ers sta

Deer Farmers’ Association Wai-
kato chairman Eric Clark said he
did not have to look too far to see
evidence of the slump. Several of
his committee members have
scaled down their operations
recently.

Mr Clark said the simultaneous
slump in venison and velvet prices
was hurting farmers.

“In the past, while the venison
price has been low, velvet has been
stable or vice versa so it has helped
put a bit of food on the table. Now
they are both down.”

Southland deer farmers were
despondent at two years of low
prices but there was no wholesale
exiting of the industry, past chair-
man of the Southland Deer Farmers
Association, Bill Taylor said.

“Apart from the normal ebb and
flow, it’s not happening in South-
land.”

‘Any people leaving the industry
were those with only small num-

ying putin south

bers of animals. Bigger operators
were getting bigger.

He believed the problem in the
North Island was that some deer
farmers were farming land that had
higher value alternatives such as
dairying, horticulture or subdiv-
ision for lifestyle blocks and, with
lower product returns, saw an
opportunity to pursue a more
viable land use.

However, he was confident
claims that farmers were exiting
the industry in droves had been
exaggerated. ~

Pyne Gould Guinness Southland
deer agent John South agreed the
problem was nowhere near as bad
in the south as reported further
north.

Smaller operators might be
choosing to get out but the larger
farmers were committed to staying
with the industry, he said.

s/oy

By JoHn CuTT

DEER farmers concerned
at what they consider is

preferential treatment
being given by PPCS to
corporates, such as

Landcorp Farming, are
vowing to continue their
fight to gain killing space
and fairness.

The group includes sev-
eral Te Anau Basin and
Nelson suppliers who have
been critical of premiums

Thursday, April 28, 2005

they claim have been paid

Preferential terms alleged

Landcorp Farming was

to seek a full investiga-

“Taking everything into
account Landcorp Farm-
ing would be receiving 60
percent plus on other sup-
pliers,” Mr Carran said.

to Landcorp.

Late last month, group
spokesman Chris Carran,
of Te Anau, attended a
meeting of deer farmers in
Nelson to further discuss
the issue.

“A decision has been
made to take the case to
the Ombudsman’s Office

tion,” Mr Carran said.

Mr Carran said a meet-
ing had also been held
with Associate Minister of
Agriculture Damien
O’Connor who had agreed
to support an investiga-
tion.

In February this year
Mr Carran said he had
received information that

15
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All VRL targeted -

PPCS in bigger venison bid

2001, an hour after NZ Deer Farms
bought it from Richina Pacific.

In June 2001, PPCS sold Mair

WELLINGTON — Meat processing
giant PPCS is planning to tighten
its grip on the venison industry,
yesterday seeking approval to buy
Venison Rotorua Ltd (VRL).

Competition watchdog, the Com-
merce Commission, said PPCS,

. which already owns 19.9 percent of

VRL, had applied for clearance to
‘buy the balance of the company’s
shares.

VRL was formerly known as Mair
Venison, which PPCS bought in

receiving $2.20/kg above
schedule and on top of
which PPCS was paying
Landcorp Farming’s Mini-
stry of Agriculture and
Forestry inspection fees
and levies amounting on
average to about $18 a
head.

In response, PPCS chief
operating officer Keith
Cooper said: “PPCS has
explained its position on
this issue on numerous
occasions, and that is to
manage the business to
the best advantage to all
suppliers.

“All PPCS contracts are
confidential to the com-

to fight

pany and the supplier

involved. We will there-
fore not comment on a
specific contract publicly.
“That said, we are
unable to reconcile the
figures quoted by the con- .
cerned deer farmers.”

Mr Carran said his @
group planned to ask deer
farmers nationwide to
support the petition seek- =
ing an investigation by the
Ombudsman.

Venison to a consortium, retaining
19.9 percent, apparently in a bid to
satisty the Commerce Commission.
PPCS now controls up to 70
percent of the national deer kill.

The commission said it would
determine whether the proposed
acquisition would substantially
lessen competition in the New
Zealand market. — NZPA -
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By JARED MORGAN

A SOUTHLAND company has found a
niche market processing and supplying
wild game to restaurants and boutique
supermarkets.

. The venture has seen owner and former
Queenstown-based police officer Callum
Hughes go out on a limb.

.~ Mr Hughes said there was a plentiful
' of wild deer and he thought it would
be a good idea to start harvesting the

" Inwhat is believed to be only the second
e of business of its kind in the country,
bﬁGame New Zealand Litd has set up to
Jprocess game, or as Mr Hughes prefers to
“call it “free-range meat”, for the New Zea-
(land domestic market.
5. While the processing of game was noth-
“ing new, other operators concentrated on
‘the export market, Mr Hughes said.
_ _In what is essentially a “small team”
gperation, the keen hunter oversees the
‘Shooting, processing and marketing of the
neat himself However, he has plans to

e purpose-built plant in Otepuni Ave,
cargill, began processing meats on

thile he had found restaurants to
‘supply in Queenstown and a supermarket
“in Invercargill, it was early days for the
MHfisiness, Mr Hughes said.

The venture had been two years in the
“planning and at “considerable cost” he had
" worked “very closely” with the New Zea-
{lzmd Food and Safety Authority to meet the

uired consents to produce cuts of meat

human consumption. “It had been a
~ “eamning curve”, Mr Hughes said.

% There was a lot of to-ing and fro-ing,
fhere was a lot more involved than what
We thought when we first started,” he said.
“But we decided to do it the right way from

beginning.
#iThe authority’s technical specialist
ﬁyan Anderson, of Invercargill, said prim-
dry processors such as Mr Hughes were
@quned to operate under a Risk Manage-
* ment Programme.
“iThe programme’s requirements are set

_ K
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out under the Animal Products Act 1999
and involve the development of procedures
and controls that recognise various risks to
humans such as wholesomeness, chemical
contamination in meat and mechanical
riek that could render meat products

Prime cut:
Angela Black
trimming a
feral deer at
new
Invercargill
business
Fare Game
New
Zealand.
78604
BARRY
HARCOURT

for human

unsuitable
tion.

“The operators need to identify the risks
associated with their business and put in
place processes to deal with those risks,”
Mr Anderson said.

consump-
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By PHIL McCARTHY

A DEAL struck between deer hun-
ters and the Department of Conser-
vation could keep the lid on deer
numbers in Fiordland and poten-
Ttially revitalise the wild venison
market, those involved say.

Fiordland Wapiti Trust member
Ron Peacock said the Wapiti Area
Management Team, organised by
DOC and other stakeholders in
Fiordland and deer hunting, was
collecting contributions from hun-
ters who take part in the ballot for
places in the annual bugle shoot.
Last year Southern Lakes Helicop-
ters was contracted to cull deer in
the park, killing about 400, he said.

Culling in the wapiti area of
Fiordland, which encompasses
about 10 percent of the park, was
done in a restricted manner so that
recreational hunting stock were not
affected, Mr Peacock said.

DOC Te Anau spokesman Mur-
ray Willans said the wapiti manage-

in keeping deer numbers down in
Fiordland as DOC believed mumbers
could increase by as much as 25 per-

cent a year. There are about 50 con-

cessions for commercial deer recoy-
ery in Fiordland.
“What these guys are doing is
just fantastic for the park.”
- Te Anau helicopter pilot Dick
Deaker, who is involved in the com-

"What these guys are doing is
just fantastic for the park.’
DOC Te Anau spokesman
Murray Willans

mercial side of the operation, said

deer numbers in the park were a bit

higher than a couple of years ago
but were “nothing like it used to
be”.

Venison from recovered deer is

being processed by Mountain River

Processing at Ashburton. General
manager Ian Stewart said the com-
pany was processing a small

) ocr hunter g
deal ‘could keep lid
on deer numbers’

amount of wild venison, amounting
to about 5 percent of ‘its total pro-
cessing. The majority comes from
farm-bred deer.

The wild, or feral, venison mar-
ket collapsed in 2002 after the recall
of 16 tonnes of wild venison suspec-
ted to have been contaminated with
1080 poison. The scare prompted
fears across the venison industry.

Mr Stewart said there were now
tighter restrictions on processing
wild venison, so the market was
small. Mountain River was dealing

-with only a small number of Te

Anau and Haast operators running
tight eperations, he said.

. “We also have to be protective of
the whole deer industry,” .

Mr Deaker said it was hoped
numbers culled in Fiordland could
continue to increase to supply the
rebuilding wild venison market.

New Zealand Deer Industry chief
executive Mark (’Connor said the
industry was supportive of wild
venison recovery as long as it was
done properly. »

Company
takes aim
at bigger
elk market

20)j2. OG
By JULIET LARKIN

A GROUP of Southland deer
farmers have set up their own
company processing, market-
ing and exporting elk after
deciding they can do it better
themselves.

The newly formed New. Zea-
land Elk Ltd, made up of some
members of the Elk and Wapiti
Society, has partnered with
multi-species processing plant
Clover Exports near Gore.

" One of the directors Paul
Waller, of Lumsden, said the
main reason for setting up the
'| company was that elks were
penalised at the works because
of their larger carcasses;

ment team was playing a vital role

(.

5

g

They could now get about
$450 for an 80kg carcass instead
of between $300 and $350 for a
smaller carcass, which meant
the elk could be grown to
maturity.

“We were only producing
small animals for the works,”
he said. L

Trial elk kills were done at
Clover Exports, which had con-
structed elk puiiposée-built

B |

yards, in the last few months
and elk were now being pro-
cessed there once a week.

The meat, branded’%s elk,
was exported to Australia, the
United States and had just
received approval for European
Union markets, he said.

Some elk was also sold to
restaurants throughout New
Zealand. :

Another diréctor Tom May

82008 '

SONIA GERKEN

| Bigger is better: £lk hinds

"awaiting processing at Clover

Exports” plaht, in Gore,

‘yesterday.

said elk and wapiti were only 40
percent mature at 80kg at 14
months of age, and the new
company meant deer farmers
were not penalised for weights
above 100kg. i

“This niche market is really
wanting the bigger weighed
animais: and the chefs love
‘om. ™" b
Clover Export general man-
ager Russell Brocks said the

-plant had a small multi-skilled

workforce, which was ideally
suited for elk.

Mr Brocks was pleased with
the quality of the more than 108
elks that had been processed
and said it resulted in “excel
lent quality venison”.

The plant aims to proéess
2800 animals in the first year.

As part of the formation of
the venture, NZ Elk, Clover .
Export and the Elk and Wapitf
Society were launching amr
inaugural carcass competition
for elk and wapiti animals in
February. L i




i
e

;; Hi(]h on. the:, ordland ranges ah hunter stands
poqsed to shoot. His flnqer ho_ven'ng ové'r the

deer staqgers backwards and ‘d'rops o
Deer shooter Jeff Carter and helicopter pilot
Dick Deaker give reporter Susie Nordquist and

M= o
.

chief photoqrapher Barry Harcdﬁrt a

89619 - BARRY HARCOUR®
Helicopter pilot chk Deaker flying through Fiordland in his Hughes 500, carrylng deer shot near Dusky Sound.




EET 59-year-old Jeff Car-

ter, one of the most

expenenceﬂ southern

hunters in the game. :

Carter's weather beaten
face tells the story of a man whose
life has been spent outdoors.

“You’zenmeanimyou'm
%asgoudasmlastm”he

During one of their last shoots
_ ﬁ:emsentﬂdeermavenmn

Not surprisingly it’s here he says' _plant in Mid-Canterbury — today
he wants to die, among the unspoilt | they are looking to add to that tally.
natural wilderness of New Zealand’s So far so good.
largest national park. I’s just after 10am and Carter
“Ihyethemountam&llovéthe refurns to base with a trailerload of
deer.” deer carcasses from a shoot at the
“There’s something that gmbs head of the Upukeroa earlier that
me, I just love it that much,” he | morning. '
saslrf’ here Cart d helicopte = e
s here Carter and he r ﬂlemmmzzlyaspectsofhls —
pilot Dick Deaker have forged a gutting his victims. o b
36-year career out of scouring the Carter lines up his AK47 as prop- |
rugged mountain ranges of the | erty owner Peter Charteris gives
Fiordland National Park in pursuit  Deaker a steer about wheretogoin [+ |
of wild deer. , a young tree block sprawling 8900ha [*
Their uncanny ability to spofand = Te Anau Downs’ pg?;-ty W

shoot deer all the while manoeuver-

ing through sometimes treacherous Am'wm ST Groundedt: Fielicoptar piiot O

Deaker (left) and shooter Jeffi(z

and tricky terrain, makes for a for- searching for wild deer about 1
midable team. 60m above the ground, includ- :?tcet:;‘ot:e aggfnd Gy
They are survivors in the truest  ing several stomach churning mom- 4
sense of the word. ents, the men decide to call it a day. ey
Through bulldogging, live cap- Carter explains later that at this
ture, and helicopter shooting they time of the day you are lucky to see =
have prospered where others
haven’t. =
Deaker got his start behind the ... — R T —
conirols of a chopper under the :
guidance of Sir Tim Wallis’ com-
pany Alpine Helicopters during anything, and that I needn’t worry,

the venison recovery years of the
60s.

The industry ended the
unchecked growth of the animal
which had multipled since hemg
introduced by European setﬂa's m
the 1800s.

le, but the outdoors can be a
horrible place to be too, Dea-
ker explains.

He’s lost friends here—-llpilofts
and 16 crewmen have died in Fiord-
land in the past 20 years, and he’s
had a few close calls himseif .

'While many of their deaths have

DEERshootingisagnodlifeSty-

been the result of human error, all |

of them serve as a haunting
reminder of the perils of flying, even
for the most experienced of helicop-
ter pilots.

The landscape, while beattiful
can be just as unforgiving.

“If 'm going out and the weath-
er's no good, we just go .home
again,” Deaker says. _

“Tomorrow’s another day. You
don’t have to work all day and all
night and take risks,” he said.

Carter recalls an incident where
Deaker was forced to ditch his heli-
copter after an engine failure in the
Seaforth Valley.

“The warning horn came on in
the half dark and all I could see was
this flash of light — I knew then it
was going to be a bad day,” he says.

Skill, determination, experience,
guts and a bit of luck count for a lot
in this industry.

Carter uses the analogy of a top
level sporfsman fo draw a compari-
Son. v

apparently it’s normal for novices
like myself to experience motion
sickness [

Earlier in the day and later in the
evenmg is the best time for shoot-

_ mg,whmmedea-a:efeedmg,(}ar

ﬁeraays
Denkeraddsth.atdlmnga

 shot, the hunfer should always

a:mtobean?ms:mofthepﬂot‘s
eyes.

~It’s this understanding between
mepaxrﬂmhasseenthemsmweed
through both the boom and bust

of deer poaching in the oenlral
North Island, leading to a ban on
exports,

The ban was prompted by food
safety concerns over 1080 poison
contamination in areas where
poaching was taking place.

“The whole thing was shut down
for four or five years,” Deaker said.

It was then that Deaker spent
time flying in Bolivia, Peru and

Mexico and Carter did a stint in
Alaska catching moose, wolves and
caribou and the Gallipolis Islands
caiching goats and wild donkeys.:
Backhomeandﬂﬁsayhyare
just content to make the most of
li:e:rtwmghtyea:sdﬂmgawbthey

“I’s like a drug,” Carter says.
“Wheuyondon,whmymare

ﬂutthﬂl’eym“lmowwhy"
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. 1
High ground: Dick Deaker and Jeff Carter using a high tedge to fly from because of the weight of the helicopter. This photograph was taken less than 5km from where Captain Cook landed in Dusky Sound.
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FARM

Blair Ensor catches up with the Marlborough Deer Farmers' Association president, Southland-bo_rn Justin Stevens,
will provide greater certainty. - -

s e

T T -

Farmer has
high hopes
- for NZVWM

i

r 1
. o

Elunges mt?(;tﬁ:h\rgnge ﬂlsh(?;‘l g haven't pushed up the price of velvet,
kitchen cupboarg and | Genetic advancements . have 7
a runofthemil | ¢ounteracted any decline fﬂ‘ vel

removes

orange-handled saw, worth | Production, with some animals produci

about $15, its edges worn

nearly twice the velvet of animals two

| decades
with use. ! ago. g
3 As aresult the days of $300/kg are gone,
remb%rﬁgs ‘g?vgf?}doggrhif;assgjéstools When . replacegi with_' prices that “fluctuate
“I prefer to use a good-quality second- dramatxca]ly”  between  $50/kg  and
hand one [saw],” he says. “Tt just takes the | $140/kgw

edge off it.”

The saw typifies his no-frills attitude

toward farming,

He's shied away from artificial
his breeding programme
“too hit and miss” and he
uses feed supplement only if he’s going to

~ insemination in
becauss it was

make money out of it.
“We look at the
everything," he says.

The 37-year-old Southland-born farmer
runs.about 500 deer on 180 hectares of
rolling country on“Seddon’s back door.
Until seven years ago it was his parents’
operation.

His first few years on the farm were
pretty tough, but through refinancing and
jugeling money, and a stable diet of
venison, things have improved signifi-

|

bottom line of

|
|

|

. Justin hopes the announcement of
further expansion to the New Zealand
Velvet Marketing Company (NZVM) will
provide salvation to farmers by removing
some of the volatility from the industry.
Last month velvet co-operative Velexco
joined PGG Wrightson, Tasman Velvet

Processors and the NZ Velvet Co- ¥

operative, which each have a 25 per cent
share of NZVM.

At the time NZVM chairman Bill
Thomas heralded the move as a turni
point in the history of the velvet industry.

Mr Thomas said the co-operative would
have greater power in the marketplace
than individual buyers, NZVM hopes to

\obtain 70 per cent of velvet supply.

A co-operative representative will be in
Marlborough this week at the Chateau
Marlborough to win the support of velvet
producers,

Justin believes the formation of a

No frills;
R ’Tg,,-

Marlborough Deer, Farmers’ Association president Justin

fevens. )
Photo: MARIBOROUGH EXPRESS

cantly, he says. company like NZVM is overdue because The velvet season is just kicking off on Deople have done in the past,” he says,

haST}ille ﬁhﬁ‘ dgg ngﬁbe;-s nat_xo?lany “what we've had in the past just isn’t his property with the buttons, remnants  The animals are sorted into small mobs -

i € bl p$9 piiill 5 Vem e working”. of last season’s antlers, dropping off his according to their velvet growth so they
d da!n;‘esp?c rcgits ;0 (ﬁ;mof L ] He hopes NZVM will spell the end of 250 velvet-producing stags, are ready to be cut at about the same time.

ga'slaﬁn gdph‘ “I?a tch grapesd { buyers undercutting one another, which He now has about 60 days until the first “Each time I get a*mob in I risk
: o ”g f‘;{ pay ca “l(’)f atjﬁ has plagued the industry and caused cut of velvet is taken. damaging [their velvet].

wvest money back into areas of the uncertainty. I's a difficult time because he’s  “Jt'sa pretty fine-tuned thing.”

property such as roading and pasture
development, which were neglected when
cash flows were tighter.

The other side of his operation, velvet
production, is a different kettle of fish.

Seddon’s dry summers and good spring
grass growth are perfect for good velvet
growth, but the declining herd numbers

S|

P —

“It'll hopefully take out the volatility in
the market so we can plan and try and
budget for things we need to do.”

He hopes the ‘co-operative will have
more than one main market.

weighing up the benefits of feeding his
deer quality supplement to improve velvet
growth against the possible monetary

' gains, Why spend $10,000 to make $5000?
“It doesn’t make sense, but that’s what

After the first cut, valuable regrowth,
nicknamed “tongue®, is also harvested.

~It's got to come off . . . because it'll furn
to bone and they'll fight and theyll kill
each other,” Fairfax
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who:hopes the New Zealand Velvet Marketing Company
e

New velvet: Deer on the run on'Justin Stevens' property.
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Venison rettins at the mercy

stabilise velvet supply

By SAELYN GUYTON

AS demand for a Southland-based
health supplement grows, so does the
need to source its main ingredient “a
little closer to home”.

Silberhora is advertising
throughout the South Island for deer
farmers to supply velvet for its health
supplements.

Silberhorn CEO Ian Carline said
the venture was a win-win situation
for the company and farmers.

* “It will increase the returns for
" farmers and stabilise our own supply,
- s0it’s very cyclical,” Mr Carline said.
Mr Carline said the deer-velvet
season, which runs from October to
~ May, presented a different situation
each year and this year an unstable
exchange rate had contributed to
Silberhorn’s decision to find a more
efficient method of sourcing its
supply.
“This season there is a closer
balance between supply and demand
and, with business growing, we have to

grow with it, so the new supply scheme
will enable us to do that.”

The velvet suppliers must be
approved by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry and the
programme would be more efficient,
as the velvet would go directlyto a
Christchurch processing plant.

“All Silberhorn products are
produced in the South Island and we
are looking to source deer as close to
our roots as we can so it will be more
cost-effective.”

The growing antlers of a male deer
are called velvet, because before the
antler hardens and calcifies it is soft
tissue covered with hair.

Mr Carline said as people turned
towards natural products,
Silberhorn’s deer velvet products,
used to assist with joint pmblems,
arthritis and gout, were gaining a
larger market share in the heaith-
product industry.

of the kiwi dollar, farmers told

By MARK HOTTON

EER farmers face the
unprecedented prospect
of price schedules drop-
ping during the chilled
killing season because of

the volatile foreign exchange rate.
Silver Fern Farms venison
marketing manager Karl Buchanan
told = attendees at Southland-
Fiordland Deer Farmers focus farm
field day last week that drops in
returns were mainly caused by
fluctuating currency exchange
rates, with market forces account-
ing for only a quarter of the decline.
Demand for chilled venison
remamed sim;lg but at the expense

of the frozen market, and it was
expected the 2009 kill would be 20
per cent down on last year, to about
480,000 — well down on the peak in
2005 of 780,000.

A further drop to 360,000 was
predicted next year, he said.

Venison returns depended heav-
ily on the exchange rate between
the euro and the kiwi. Silver Fern’s
largest market was Germany (35
per cent), followed by Sweden (14
per cent) and France (10 per cent),
although the company exported to
about 30 countries.

If the rate was 40 euro cents to a
kiwi dollar, returns were about
$10.93/kg. A rise to 50 euro cents cut
the return to about $8.35/kg, and

every five-cent change after that
shaved almost another $1 from
returns, Mr Buchanan sgjg.

Returns would also depend on
demand levels as well as the
success of the game season in the
northern hemisphere, he said.  :

Further currency fluctuation
could see more come off the
schedule even though the season
was reaching its peak.

To offer a point of difference in
overseas markets, Silver Fern was
introducing new packaging that
had recipes and strong branding,
while the cut would be a better size
for the market and ready to be
cooked, he said.

mark.hotton@stl.co.nz
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Monitor farmenr: Southland-

Johne’s prompted move to weaner-finishing — sheep operation benefits

By NEAL WALLACE
JOHNE’S disease may have forced
George and Mary Scott into a
weaner-finishing operation, but it
has knitted perfectly with their sheep
operation.

The Waikoikoi farmers buy 1400
weaner deer from February to July,

Fiordland branch of the New Zealand Deer

Farmers f\ssociation monitor farmer George Scott, of Waikoikoi, shares
his experiences with farmers at a field day recently. :

with three-quarters killed before
Christmas. The extra space provided
by prime deer exiting the property,
coincides with growing feed demand
from his sheep,

Mr Scott, the monitor farmer for
the Southland-Fiordland branch of
the ‘New Zealand Deer Farmers
Association, told a recent field day
that frustration at the presence of
Johne's disease forced him to stop
running a breeding hind herd about
10 years ago.

In a particularly bad year he lost
40 out of 240 weaners to the disease.

He found that weaners bred on
the farm were suffering from the
wasting disease, but when he started
buying in weaners it largely disap-
peared, although the disease has
reappeared in some lines he now
bought in.

Mr Scott said it appeared some
weaners were arriving on his farm
still young enough to contract the
disease.

“Itis something I don’t want to get
any worse or I'll be moving away
from deer,” he said.

Spring is a busy season for him,
weighing and sending deer to the
works and lambing, but deer fitted
into his wider farm business, especi-
ally in the traditionally tight feed
month of October.

This September he sold 70 prime
deer, and in October two drafts of
100 each.

Lastyear half the deer were sold by
the end of November giving his 1650
ewes and 600 hoggets extra space.

For the past four years he has
lambed hoggets on the deer unit from
October.,

“It's the total integration that
makes the deer unit profitable.”

It meant his farm was heavily
stocked over winter at 17.8 stock
units per ha, but the pressure was
quickly alleviated by the regular flow
of weaners to the works.

A result of the deer-finishing
operation was that the performance
of his sheep flock has improved.

His prime lambs last year averaged

Getting prime: Weaners being finished on George and Mary Scott's

19.2kg and returned a season average
of more than $100 and he was
finishing another 500 lambs each
year, making a total of 3000 prime
lambs off 320ha. Before the weaner-
finishing ' operation they averaged
16.5kg to 17kg.

Another key to his management
was about 120 steers, which were
bought in late winter as 18 month or
two-year-olds, and killed from
December to February. -

Mr Scoft told the field day that the
cattle tidied up any surplus swedes
and were then used to keep grass
quality high. i

Traditionally, he had made money
from cattle, but with the schedule
falling sharply this year, he thought
that would be unlikely this year,

Wintering so many deer was costly,
and monitor farm convener Alastair
Gibson said doing so could cost the
Scotts $20 a head for swedes and
baleage.

When they arrive on the Scott
farm, the weaners are drenched and
vaccinated and kept in their mobs in
sheltered blocks until they adjusted

e 2evake

to the new environment.

This year’s weaners averaged 64kg
liveweight when they arrived on the
farm. Last year the average carcass
weight was 56kg and returned an
average price of $520.31 a head.

Mr Scott said 12ha of swedes a
year were grown and were critical to
successfully  wintering as  many
animals as he did, with all but the top
25 per cent, selected on weight, kept
on swedes.

The top mob was wintered on grass
and baleage and shifted every two to
three days, going around the farm 1.5
times.

By July he said those weaners were
putting on 200g to 300g a day and
were the first to be sold prime.

Mobs of 400 to 500 were wintered
on swedes and baleage with daily
shifts.

To introduce the deer to swedes,’

Mr Scott said they were kept in an
adjacent paddock of pasture with the
gate open to the first break of the
crop.

He shifted the break a few times
while the deer still had the pasture

Waikoikoi farm.

L

runoff to help them adjust, then after
a few days the deer were shut on the
swede crop.

They came off the swede crops in
early October and were separated
into mobs according to weight, with
the heaviest given the best feed.

Another-key to his operation was
pasture renewal, with pasture in the
deer unit all less than six years old.

Mr Scott said he sowed a mix of
Italian ryegrass, maverick gold, plan-
tain and chicory, which he said gave
him growth in late winter-early
spring.

Mr Scott uses Reaction fertiliser,
saying he noticed improved stock
health and performance with the
liquid fertiliser,

Each year half the farm gets
Reaction and the other half a mixture
of solid fertiliser and lime. Solid
fertiliser was sown with winter crops,
young grass - and the
paddocks. :

He said the use of liquid fertiliser
was not a replacement for solid
fertiliser, but to balance nutrients and
trace elements.

baleage. .
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Change of focus for deer

By MARK HOTTON

MPROVED deer carcass
weights through better use
of technology and shared
knowledge is the aim of a
new focus farm initiative
that had its first field day
last week.

Riversdale farm consultant
Alastair Gibson said the aim was
for farmers to gain confidence to
make changes to their systems and
operations to boost performance.

“We want you to develop
confidence and a good understand-
ing of farming systems,” he told
more than 60 farmers who

_ attended the open day at George

and Mary Scott’s finishing prop-
erty near Pukerau.

Declining returns and pressure
from dairy conversions had seen
deer numbers fall, but it appeared
numbers were now stabilising.
That would help to stabilise prices
as well but there was little that
could be done to alleviate the
impact of the foreign exchange
markets, attendees were told.

chairman John Scurr said the
sector had dealt with its high-
volume phase prudently - Kkill
levels peaked at 780,000 animals in
2005 and have declined since then.
The sector was facing a decline in
consumption because of the global
economic crisis and lower-priced
beef, so it was not a bad timeé to be
dealing with lower volumes, he
said.

The next step for New Zealand
deer farmers was to improve
productivity, Mr Scurr said. Good
operators could always achieve
good performance so the aim was
to get the rest of the industry to lift
production quality.

The aim of the focus farm
programme was to help farmers
use the same land and the same
number of animals to increase
their fawning performance, reduce
wastage and produce better
weighted animals through better
knowledge and pasture manage-
ment, he said.

“Anything to do with pro-
duction improvement is a pretty
good investment.”

Spreading the word: Pukerau deer farmer George Scott answers a

Deer Industry New . Zealand

rharK fotton@stl.co.nz
. oSt

Alastair Gibson, at the Southland*Fiordland Deer F. armers focus fa

question, watched by farm consultant

rin field day last week.

& /10 os,
Support
for 1080
operation

By SHANE COWLISHAW

THE Southland Conservation
Board has thrown its weight behind

the use of an aerial 1080 drop in the

Waitutu forest, claiming there is no
alternative,

The Department of Conservation
wants to drop cereal bait over 25,000
hectares of forest and has lodged a
resource consent application with
Environment Southland.

The drop has been made possible
with a $500,000 grant from the
Government's National Heritage

Fund for a one-off pest control il

operation.

At a conservation board meeting

yesterday, DOC biodiversity pro-
gramme manager Jessyca Bernard
said" while many people were
against 1080 use, it was the only
feasible option for a large area such
as Waitutu. =

"It would take a team _of 30

trackers with the space of two
months to do the whole job we
could do in two days (from the air),”
she said.

After the meeting, board member
. Robin McNeill said the sheer size of
 the area meant a ground operation

T 4

would not work, because possums
could “sneak in the back” as the
team moved forward.

Mr McNeill acknowledged there
was a by-kill element to 1080, but
Waitutu was part of a national park
and the board needed to do every-
thing it could to protect it from
pests.

“I don’t like to use fly spray, to be
honest, I feel sorry for the flies but I
just grate my teeth and push the
button,” he said.

Ms Bernard said if the consent
application were successful, the
drop could occur in August or

September, depending on the
weather.
The drop would mean no further

-1080 would be needed for seven to 10
years, she said.

. The 1080 concentration rafe
would be about 2kg a hectare,

which was lower than other drops
where there had been problems, but
still high enough to be effective, she
said.
Submissions on the application
close on October 16. i
shane.cowlishaw@stl.co.nz
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Hunting
ground:
Helicopter
hunters, pilot
Dick Deaker and
shooter Jeff

- Carter arrive
back at Te Anau
with deer shot
near Lake
Monowai. Aerial
hunting has
resumed in
Fiordland

followinga
break over the

Year period.
Photo: BARRY

HARCOURT
624164154

Weather makmg hunting difficult

3y AMY MILNE

A WET, windy and cold summer is
making the job of an aerial deer
hunter in Fiordland tougher than
usual.

Department of Conservation
biodiversity manager Lindsay Wil-

son said deer were not retreating to.

open areas like they usually did in
summer. _
“It's been quite difficult because
of the weather . . . the deer have not
moved up into open country as they

would've normally by now,” Mr

Wilson said.
Helicopter pilot Dick Deaker,
who has 38 years’ experience in

deer recovery in Fiordland agreed,
saying the weather had been “real

‘bad” this summer.

“And the deer recovery business
is 100 per cent reliant on fair to
good weather.”

Mr Deaker recovered deer with a

_ syndicate of about four Fiordland
‘helicopter pilots. The meat was
trucked to a processing plant in

Rakaia, near Christchurch, and

most of it ended up in Europe, he_

“said. ©
- Mr Wilson described the hunters
as the “unsung heroes of conser-

vation” because DOC counld never
afford to do the work itself, he said.
“For us the implication of what

those guys are doing is huge ” Mr
Wilson said. “It's a masswe savmg
for the taxpayer.”

About 7000 deer were shot and
recovered from the national park
every year.

Aerial deer hunting had stopped
for about five years when venison
prices tumbled, but resumed about
three years ago.

DOC studies showed stopping
the hunting led to deer numbers
chmbmg and the park’s native
‘egetation suffering.

3 ﬁ‘,fi-- they started up again
theres been a notable recovery in
the condition of these plants.”: ..

amy.milne@stl.co.nz
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Atter the wipeout, deer
- farming makes comeback

By SCOT MacKAY

ARMING deer is again
looking like a viable
use of land now the
price of venison has

returnedito an accept

able and sustainable
price. %

The strengthafthﬁ Kiwi dollar
and a decline in numbers of deer
farmers has meant Venison sales
have returned to a good price,
putting more money in deer
farmers’ wallets.

PGG Wrightson Southland rep-
resentative Brian Duggan said
prices reached about $9 a kilogram
in September last year, with an
average of between $6.50 and $7 for
the rest of the year.

The return to deer farming as a
viable option for land use could be
seen in the demand for stags, which
had increased substantially on last
year, he said.

At the Lochinvar Wapiti Farm
sales on January 17, stags were
being sold on average at $150 more
than last year, with a maximum
price of $5700 for a single stag, Mr
Duggan said.

Farmers were looking to take
advantage of the fast growth of
wapiti deer, beginning their kills in
September when demand and price
was high, he said.

The industry took a dive in the
three years before 2009 and venison
prices dropped below $6/kg, well
below a sustainable rate, Mr
Duggan said. But now that prices
were increasing farmers could
ﬁna]ly turn a profit again from
raising deer, he said.

Balfour deer farmer David
Stevens, who specialises in velvet
sales but also kills deer, said the

|
ah

Prices firmer: PGG Wrightson staff auctlon stags at the Lorneville Deer Selling Centre this month

lower number of deer farmers was
helping lift venison prices because
supply levels had -dropped while
demand stayed high.

“We had a huge drop in
production levels from what it was
three years ago. There is not a lot of
product in the market,” he said.
That meant venison prices had
risen.

Mr Duggan said when venison
prices slumped many farmers had

convgrwd their farms for other
uses such .as sheep and beef or
dairy, the amount of
farmers by about 40 per cent, which
prevented the market from being
over-supplied.

Mr Duggan hoped venison sales

would return to about $9/kg th1s
September.

The return to deer farming as a» ing
*start efﬂxgmaﬁng

viable use of land was also evident
at the Remarkables Park Stud

M

Photo:ROBYNEDIE 624172804
Farm auction, where some bidders
had even made multiple purchases.
* Director  Alastair Porter
estimated buyer interest was up 25
per cent on previous years, selling
38 of the 55 stags auctioned on the
day and a further seven in the day:
following. %
Mr Porten expected the remam b
siya,wuuld ‘be, sold before the

oAy

sgaj,mackay@stl conz




By MARGARET PHILLIPS Andrew Roe. i
) ARE PS The first step in manasing the
IF a Johne’s disease lesion is found Johne's is a chronic disease of the dise Mep 'despmdgmg dit
\?henadeer_isslau@tgmd_i_lmay_bea gut and infected animals have chronic wasacfﬁmdua]fmﬁgm ‘I
Slgn&;i;erearesweralmfededammais diarrhoea, ill-thrift and a rough coat. While the disease was not prevent-
il Sfann_ofongm, VetSouth vet  The disease is caused by a bacteria, able, a vaccine had been released this
vin Sinclair says. Bt a Mycobacterium  avium ~ subspecies  year, although it only had limited used |
Mr Sinclair, who is one of 35 Johne’s  paratuberculosis (MAP), which is on deer-finishing farms. !
anlanManagg,mS:?é lrl_]?d’m@m ves gg. mclosely br;lﬁd o the bacteria which  Mr Sinclair said it was important o
( uses 2 reduce environmental contamination |
a M‘I'hc ngd problem. for deer ﬂsrmem._ t%t } Whﬂ:e there was no cure for the and the spread of the disease. It could |
eer mdu:gy mcogmsed disease, it could be managed, he said. be passed across the placenta iu-
probl flem.s aamc:a:, with the disease It had been estimated between 7% pregnant hinds and be ingested from |
and formed Johne’s Management Itd  and 25% of New Zealand’s collective  contaminated pasture. -

! several years go, Mr Sinclair said. deer herd could be infected with MAP If animals utritional

The company is funded through a and more than 1% could have clinical mﬁmymu}ze;:colgge;{;c suscep- | 'I

levy paid by deer-processing plants.  signs of the discase. tible to the disease, he said. e
The company collected data from - When lesions were found on an guess in tough winters we see alat. |

processing plants about the incidence  animal at slaughter it might be the tip  more after that” : A

of Johne's lesions on a farmby-farm  of the iceberg, as there could be Healthy animals were less'susoep-

basis, he said. . more infected animals in the herd. ~ fible to the disease. 4
Farmers were notified when lesions The effect of the disease could have

1o ident; S While control was . fell
;ﬁ;q’d:“t’vffd: e _°°11t1£ then  a significant effect on productivity and,  doubted i eradicatin. Pﬁi”;» e |
7 ) involved. in € pro-  in tum, perfectibility, he said. However,  with o
RESaOes -~ - e = . gm{gémgn Mt;;. could pzuwdiw It was quite widesp espread ‘and few  between farmers and John?:pmmnamg
:ﬂb‘ar against Johne’s: VetSputh vet Gavin Sinclair, one of 35 Johne's ma‘.i“ " managemen ohne’s fannf ths would not have some incidence ment Ltd, the impact of the disease

anagement Ltd trained vets in New Zealand, is keen to help farmers Gorelixs . of the disease to a greater or lesser could be lessened. .

minimise the impact of the disease in deer herds. PHOTO. MARGARET PrLL inclai degeee, Mr Sinclair said. Its such a slow, suble discase, it
- : MARGH S —Mi Sinclair and fellow VetSouthvet  “It’s a big Sy e Sow, subtle disease, ifs |
productivity issue. really easy to ignore,” he said.
= = N

Wanaka mancharged

7
A Wanaka hunter is fa three
charges after firing in the direc-
fion of campers at Totaranui, in
Abel Tasman National Park
northwest of Nelson, an act de
seribed by the Department of Con-
servation as dangerous, reckless
and illegal.

The man, who was hunting at
night, shot two stags.

The 31-year-old Wanaka man
faces three charges of breaching
the National Parks Act in relation
to the incident on May 18. He will
appear in the Nelson District
Court on February 9.

DOC Golden Bay area manager
John Mason said there had been
three instances in the past six
months of deer being shet near
the public campground’s en-
trance. i

“This illegal and unsafe hunt-
ing activity has to stop,” he said.

“Shooting deer at night in pub-
lic areas is dangerous, and it is
particularly reckless when car-
ried out close to camping areas
where people are likely to be.” ~

Mr Mason said this was clear
from the "tragic incident near

for spoiiiqht shooting

" |2cio

Turangi at Labour Weekend.
Lower Hutt teacher Rosemary
Ives was accidentally shot dead by
a hunter while brushing her teeth
at a campsite. ) |

The hunter is alleged to have
been spotlighting from a nearby
road, and fired at Ms Ives think-
ing she was a deer. ‘

Conservation Minister Kate '
Wilkinson said that just 24 hours
after Ms Ives’ death, a DOC staff
member camping at Butchers Flat
in the Marlborough Sounds
dodged bullets when a vehicle
drove by. Wairarapa DOC staff
also received complaints the same
weekend of spotlighting within
50m of a hut.

Mr Mason said hunting in dark-
ness was prohibited on public
conservation land. h 5

“The campground is popular
with people staying most nights,
and over the peak sumimés-hol-
iday period it is full, with' up o
850 campers a night” = =

The penalty for breachifig the,ﬂ
National Parks Act is up to three
months in jail or a fine of up to”
$2500. Fairfax

o LY

| By TIM CRONSHAW

shape to withstand the weak

euro as the first chilled
shipments prepare to leave for the
main European game season.

New Zealand’s strong dollar has
been a sore point for agriculture
exporters, but deer returns are
shaping up to be stable, if not better

VENISON looks to be in good

.| than, last year.

Market returns are ahead of last
year in the leadup to peak trading
from October to December, and on
the domestic market the meat
schedule for mainly frozen venison
is at $7 a kilogram.

However, a Silver Fern Farms
contract for chilled venison at $8.25 Ji
for overseas delivery from Sept-~
ember to O_ctobe_r has the deer

venison marketing manager Ines
Moffat said conditions looked
positive for the chilled schedule to
be above $7/kg for the fourth year
in a row.

He said the venison outlook was
good considering the weak euro
and strong dollar and a European
market still suffering from the
effects of the global financial crisis,

Had the euro remained at last
year's rate of about 44c, instead of
the present 56¢, the meat schedule
would be more than $10/kg.

Venison prices peaked in 2001 at
a high of $10/kg, but the industry

- skidded four years later when the
schedule: failed to reach much
above $5/kg when deer numbers
were high. .

As a result, the deer industry is
pushing for slow and steady

> growth. Many farmers appear to

the yardstick for fhe non- ‘'have increased their hind herds

dollar dogs not lift.” :.
Deer s Industry New  Zealand
-'“‘:! -.

contracted schedule, as long as the -

from last year, although the hind
kill remains at the replacement
rate.. " Fairfax

Venison lgoking firm



JOHN EDENS in Queenstown

Police yesterday arrested three men
accused of poaching near Glen-
orchy.
Sergeant
Queenstown, said police were given

stopped a car in the resort about

| 6.30pm.

Two Cromwell men, aged 41 and
19, were arrested and charged with
unlawful hunting and possession of
firearms, she said.

A Queenstown man, 38, was
charged with unlawful hunting
undelj the Wild Animal Control Act.

Police said the men were deer
hunting near Chinaman’s Bluff,
along the Rees-Dart Track, about
27km from Glenorchy.

It was not clear yesterday
whether the men were on public De-
partment of Conservation land or
private land.

- poaching and “spotlighting” — illegal

hu_nti.n.g at night from a vehicle
using lights or torches —
Glenorchy.

Three men
charged
withillegal
hunting

Linda Stevens, of poaching, Mr Mawhinney said.
a tipoff about alleged poaching and up there. People go up at night, es-

around  Court on Monday.

Poachers
put lives
at risk

~ says hunter

I8 [ Jasig
L were risking their own lives as
well. He said he had found
poachers in the area on several .
occasions in the past two years. |

Poachers did not think of the
dangers, they thought of only
themselves, Mr Keane said.

New Zealand Deerstalkers’ As-
sociation spokesman Trevor Dyke
said on average 1.5:people were
killed. every
year in hunting
accidents in

Che Baker in Alexandra

If the men were on DOC land and
a prosecution were sucecessful, it
wpuld be a first during his six vears
with the Wakatipu branch. .

D(_)C, police and landowners met
earlier this year to discuss

.An Alexandra hunter says
poachers are putting people’s lives
‘at risk as they hunt illegally on
blocks in Central Otago.
Department of Conservation
ranger Colin Bishop said it was
frequently receiving complaints
from hunters
with permits
that poachers

“The police recognise it's an issue

pecially on paddocks, for deer. As: . .
“It's frustrating, you miss

xndi?v?l; g;rh;iog}? 2 dd k,S L were occupying New Zealand
there are lots of clearings so (re e out on the ballot alot 0 Poaching
good for spotlighting,” he'said. areas, mainly when vou get it and ﬁnd a was the sort of

If the men were on DOC land, the the Blue e activity  that
Conservation Act applied, which Mountains. clown already thereit's could cause
ﬂlses = maxi$mum Ig_enalty of a reg&gt‘;‘&t ona  autting.” %‘?ﬁgi’gﬁ’ Rl

€ Jail or a $10,000 fine. area a.

The maximum pena]tylfmder thes hunters were Nathan Keane Permits = to
Wild Animal Control Act is a $500- required to en-  Alexandra hunter hunt on conser-
fine. Under the Conservatlif}j Acts ter ;a-iﬁa_lllbt and vation  land
each member of a hunting party were allowed to hunt there only if were free and were available from "
must carry a permit. T ‘the name was pulled from the bal- any regional office. .

To obtain 2 DOC permit, a hunter- Jot.) e Open areas could be hunted at
must hold a valid firearms’ licence. Hunters expected to be alone on = any time and restricted areas were |

DOC Wakatipu ranger Jamie

The three men are expected to ap-
pear In the Queenstown Disirict

john.edens@stl.cos.

“restrieted blocks but often foind
‘poachers hunting in areas where
+ they were not supposed to be, Mr
Bishop ‘said.

‘Nathan Keane, a hunter from
Alexandra, said he had arrived to.
hunt in the Blue Mountains last
month after his name was pulled
from the ballot and found a

run by the ballot systemt. . 2

Restrictions on the ‘permit in-
cluded no hunting during dark-
ness.

Mr Bishop said many e
were breaking the rulgs.%m a
areas by spotlighting and in;
without a permit. g

What they were doing was

ety

dangerous and poachers were
ruining it for other hunters, who
found themselves less likely to
make a kill, he said. ;

Hunters who find poachers were | .»
urged to note licence plates and as
much information about them as
possible, and alert. DOC, who
would inform police.

i ‘poacher on the block.

i “It's frustrating, you miss.out
on the ballot a lot so when you get
it and find a clown already there

it’s gutting.”
When he first noticed a poacher
he tho'n@;l it was ade€r.
Mr Keéane said not only were
they putting his life at risk, they

" (0% ¢
£ i s, — |

Mountain job:
Department of
Conservation
ranger Craig
Wilson points to
the area of the
Blue Mountains
targeted by
Apoachersin
‘Central Otago.
Photo: CHE BAKER

624880535
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Mark Hotton Agri-business reporter

h expected shortfall
in New Zealand ven-
ison production this
season because of a

drop in deer num-

rs should lead to

prices stabilising and Dbossibly

rising, Southland deer farmers
were fold last week.

Speaking at a VetSouth deer

seminar in Winton, Deer Industry

Services manager Innes Moffat
ected to be similar to las
season, there would be a gap be-

venison production
133;'_1 v

LTS 5 oA

supply. Last
from the previous
[

Deer do: Deer
Industry New
Zealand venison
marketing
services
manager Innes
Moffat (left)and

prices should remain high, Mr
Moffat said,

Indications were that restaurant
sales, New Zealand production,
prices, and importers’ expectat-
ions were “stalie to improving”,
he said. f

Supply commitments offered s
an assured income, and st
to the company..

Mr Macfarlane said Dinz 3
creating working groups to|
plore areas such as animal hes
genetics, feeding, the envi

e shortfall was met by . been used, it was unclear how the

chairman Andy
Macfarlane at a

“Tm confident we've got pretty
stable market conditions at the

VetSouth deer moment and gosd demand for
seminarin produet and we'relooking for good
Winton. prices next year.”
Photo: MARK Dinz chairman Andy
HOTTON  Macfarlane echoed a call by Al-
624932574  liance Group chairman Owen

Iy N Be Poole for farmers to pick and sup-

Season but because that buffer had port one meat processor to remove
uncertainty from the industry.

gap would be filled this year so Mr Poole told firmers long-term

prl e,s*'

That would come _tflrough
. differentiating venison from other
red meats and highlighting the dif:
ference between New Zealand's
farm-raised and game animals,
While the industry had shrunk
in the past few years, base
numbers suggested that had
bottomed out and farmer confi-
' dence was growing - deer
- remained competitive and had a
niche in farming in New Zealand,
Mr Macfarlane said,
It was no longer a guestion of
the deer sector competing with

dairy, but looking at how: deer |

farming fitted in with other live.

2|3 e

Second chopper down

Fiord!
Robinson R22 made an emer-

on a deer-recovery operation
{| 'When its ciutch tension failed,

A second helicopter went down in g
&r\ld within two days when a

gency landing after a mechanical
| failure on Wednesday. Constable
‘Glen Matheson, of Te Anau, said
the Manapouri-based helicopter

ment, brocessing, and farm p
agement, with the goal to
ways to boost on-farm I
ensure the indps

making money in 10y

The organisation’s goal wae
inspire the New
dustry to
ket the
the premium

ductivity to
was still
years,

profitably grow and i
best red ||:]_
Dositioning of Ng
d venison, he said.

e

| forcing it to land in the Awe Burn,

near the North Arm of Lake Mana-
POUri, and activate its emergency
 beacon. The two occupants were
‘uninjured and collected by a pass-
ing Southern Lakes Helicopter. A
privately owned R22 also crashed
about 10km northwest of the nog-
thern tip of Lake Haurake while
observing a deer-recovery

stock classes, he said.
e

ma;kﬂottqq@sti.co,-nz
L

operation on Tuesday.

Controf |

207 b?

0SS

The pilot of the helicopter that
crashed in Fiordland on Monday
night was believed to have lost
~eontrol and ditched the craft, out

Stuffed: The Robinson R44
i (herfcopter that crashedin

- Southwest Fiordland, i
~ Photo: FIORDLAND SEARCH AND RESCUE

of self-preservation, Te Anau
police said.

The Robinson R44 Astro helicop-
ter, registered to Auckland com-
bany Highland Hunters, crashed
into a hillside near Blacklock
Stream in Long Sound about
6pm.

Senior Constable Phil Robert
son, of Te Anau, said only the
pilot, a Tuatapere man, was on
board when it was believed the
helicopter developed handling dif-
fieulties and he elected to ditch the

aircraft. The helicopter was part of
deer recovery operation and the
pilot was picking up a shooter, a
49-year-old Timary man, at the
time of the “mishap”, he said.

The hunter was oh the groumd
at the time, .

A Southern Lakes Helicopter
was dispatched to the crash site to
pick the men up.

The terrain the helicopter
crashed into was quite rocky and
on about a 20 degree slope.

The crash site was at an altitude

pper ditching

of 795m and in an alpine environ-
ment, Mr Robertson said, o=
He would be surprised if the ..
helicopter could be fixed. oy
“T would say it is almost cer-
tainly written off” i
Southern Lakes Helicopters
pilot Brendan Hiatt said the res. .
cue was “fairly straight-forwarg”. =

He said the men had given GPS et

‘co-ordinates of where they were °
and the helicopter was able to land
about 10m ‘away from the crash
sitelaramiis 1

R



Hunters fined for poaching on farm

Two hunters were sentenced in the
Invercargill District Court yestérday for
poaching on farm land.

Stephen Kenneth Walker, 47, and
Barry David Bethune, 45, appeared be-
fore Judge Kevin Phillips charged with
hunting wild deer without permission on
April 24,

Walker was also charged with helping
unlicensed Bethune to buy a .270 rifle,

Bethune-was charged with possession
of a firearm while his licence was
revoked.

Police prosecutor Sergeant Grant
Gerken told the court Bethune bought
the .270 on April 24.

That night the pair decided to go
lsali?otmg on Department of Conservation

d.
However, while out shooting the men

left DOC land and crossed several farm
paddocks, one with sheep in it, before
taking a shot at a pair of wild deer, he
said. '

The men missed the deer and
returning to their car found a note tell-
ing them to see the police, unaware the
owner of the farm was also stalking the
same deer, he said. :

Defence lawyer John Fraser said both
men were experienced hunters, but did
not realise they were on private property
when they were stalking the deer.

The boundary was unclear because of
bush on the farmer’s land.

Judge Phillips said Bethune had the
most atrocious history in relation to
firearms. 1 !

Judge Phillips fined the men 3@‘ on

the charges of unlawfully, huntling'i_and'.

were fined $1200 on the other charges.

Harassment

Lyndon Brian Houliston, 42, was ]
remanded to April 12 for sentence on two |
charges of behaving in a psychological |
abusive manner while a protection order
was in place between August 17 and -
September 8, and for harassing a woman
knowing it was likely she would fear for
her safety between June 7 and August 9.
The Court was told Houliston was for-
merly in a relationship with the women
he harassed and on numerous occasions
followed her in his car, waited outside*
places where he knew she would be. s
He even text her “I see u love” onl’
occasion, the court was told. }
Judge Phillips said jail was likely. )

- Game council go

BY LEEANA TAMATI -~ =~
SOUTHLANDERS will have an en-
hanced hunting experience when an -
dependent hunting body creates game
management in New Zealand, accord-
ing to Southland Deerstalkers presi--
dent Nathan Dawson. .

The,Game Animal Council will be .
- slished on Wednesday, June 23, as

a cendition of the coalition between
United Future and the National Gov-
- erpment.

The council will be self-funded and
1ave a statutory status. .

-, It'will form policies around gam
anagement in New Zealand, consult
with the government on issues in hunt-
ers’ interests and provide information
to hunters.

The game covered by the council
will be deer, tahr, chamois and wild

" pigs.

Mr Dawson said the council would
help to improve the hunting experience
in Southland.

“It might be a bit rough to set up,
but this ability to manage game will be
good for hunters in general.”

Hunters in Southland were lucky
because they had access to places
where the number of game animals was
controlled. :

Establishing controls in the rest of

the region would be an advantage be-

cause higher quality animals would be

R L T

> ki

s —

caught, he said.
. ‘Animals would be kept at a sustaina-
ble level with the council’s help, he said.
- It would most likely liaise with oth-
er organisations who would tell them
if there were any problems with the.
number of animals in specific areas.

This would help to protect the envi-
ronment as well, he said. "

“At the end of the day, if there are
less animals eating leaves and trees
and damaging the landscape, it’s got
to be good for the environment.”

The council would not only have
hunters on it, but people from all dif-
ferent spectrums of life, he said.

“There will be pig hunters, farm
owners and iwi on the council, so it
won’t be a one-sided thing.”

He had not heard any feedback from
hunters in Southland about the council,
but said there would be a mixed reac-
tion.

“It’s early days yet but with all new
things there will be a bit of controver-

Invercargill MP Eric Roy said the
council would form a policy to manage
game sustainably.

The main aim of the council would

be to “create management” as there
was no control over the number of
game animals living on public conser-
vation lands in New Zealand.
However, in Southland there were

e aa U A e -y

od for hunting

some private parties, like the Fiordland
Wapiti Foundation, that took game
management into their own hands. -
It was about quality, not quantity,
he said. :
Once the management policy was in
effect, there would be less game in the

region and the animals and trophies

would be of a higher quality. g

“Nobody wants to shoet a bag of
bones with scraggly antlers.” = 2o

It was intended that the council
would have 11 members and its func-
tions would be set out by a new Actin~
troduced into Parliament this year.

The gov ent was to give the
council an inftial $100,000, and $50,000
annually after that. -

However, the main source of fund-
ing would come from a tax on the ex-
port of trophy animals. .

Mr Roy could not say how muc

- the tax would be or how many trophies
were exported annually, but said it was

" not unusual to have a fee on exported
trophies. ;

“There’s a high cost for non-residents
to:shoot animals in most other countries,
so it will pot look unusual when we do it.

“In the US it would cost something
like US$700 for 2 non-resident to bring
a trophy home.”

It would still be free for New Zea-
land residents to hunt on public conser-
vation land, Mr Roy said.

. images, none proved to be the

Fjordland
moose
unter

won't sto

Shane Cowlishaw = ) "/ 201}

Does Bigfoot exist? Can yetis
really be roaming the Himalayas?
Are there moose loose in Fiord-
land?

For former helicopter pilot and
veteran Otago moose hunter Ken
Tustin, who has spent more than
30 years seeking an answer to the |
last question, there is no doubt in
his mind.

Last year, Mr Tustin mz*
headlines when one of his 13 tr ‘

ger cameras returned a photo th.
looked suspiciously like a juvenile
moose. o
_However, many people were
sceptical and said it looked more
hke a Kaimanawa heyse than a
moose. i

“We’ll never figure that out and
that's what made it full of debate,”
he said. “It had striking elements

of moose but there was always a
possibility of camera distortion,
but there was never any evidence
of that in any other photos *

Moose, which were freed in New
Zealand in 1910, have not been of ! |
ﬁc;a]}y spotted for more than 50°
years. Y

DNA ‘testing on hair follicles  »
foumd in 2001 and 2002 had proven
to be from a moose, he said.

i This month, Mr Tustin headed
nto remote southwest Fiordland
to download photos from' his
cameras — the first time he had
checked them since June. But, de-
spite capturing more than 4000

elusive snap he was hoping for.

About 3000 turned out to be
deer, and the rest were triggered
by possums, birds, windblown |
vegetation and sun flare.® @

The failure was disappeinting ]
but has not dampened Mz Tustin’s i
spirits — he immediately reset the
cameras for another six mbnths of
reconnaissance.

“In some ways it’s such a rare
chance - you don’t expeet it, but
you're ngt going to know if you
don'’t try.

“The thing that drives me, I
guess, is the message more than
anything, saying to kids: ‘There’s
still mysteries out there, it may be
2010 but don’t just spend all your
time on your cellphones’.”

Keeptrying: Ken Tustin with a
“mystery" set of antlers.

L
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1080 — The Unto

DOC Closes Family Picnic Area

-]

Lillburn Valley resident Tamsin Scott ait tﬁe Thicketbur

closed to the public until the end of January.

Members of the public were left with
more questions than answers after last
October’s 1080 drop by the Department of
Conservation (DOC) in Fiordland’s Waitutu
Forest, none the least of which is why DOC
ploughed up the Thicket Bumn Picnic Area
—imm'ediately afterwards as shown in this
photograph, The site was used as the staging

istirea forihe operation in which 50 tonnes of

£ 1080 bait was dropped over a 25,000ha arca

st g not once-iM-the last 35 years ever
been ¢losed for maintenance.

“Their original plan was to hose the site
down, but now it looks like they’re trying
to bury the contamination,” said SEEC
representative Tamsin Scott. “Either way, it
seems to be a pretty irresponsible thing to
do to a family picnic area. Can DOC really
guarantee that children playing in the area
in the future will not be poisoned by 1080,
given that 1080 can take months to break
down even in ideal conditions? After similar

1080 fragments as big as 1cm left on the
ground at the end of a public road after a
recent 1080 operation on the West Coast.
drops on the West Coast, fragments of 1080
bait as large as Icm in diameter were found
a5 shown in the accompanying photograph.”
DOC’s  Colin  Bishop,  the ranger
responsible for the Waituty ofieration, could
not be reached for comment when this article
was., originally written in mid-October.

However, according to comments from ga
DOC spokesperson at that time, the picnic
area was closed for standard maintenance
until the end of January for resealing and
Zrowing grass, “We thought it was time to
o some work on it When asked whether
there was any danger from residual 1080
paison the response was, 1 wouldn't have
thought 50",

Another aspect of the operation that
surprised many was the heavy Police
presence in the area on the day of the
operation. According to witnesses, as many
as eight Police vehicles were, present in
addition (o, security personnel, despite the
fact thatiivprotests were expected or carried
“Thethreat here is not from the public
who' are. tghtly standing up against this
mitdness,” said Tamsin Scott, “it is from
those that are- discriminately killing our
wildlife and ¢bntaminating our waterways,

If we don’t Stop this now, we risk losing
everything.”
Local co 1l holders were also

unimpressed by DOC's flaunting of the
[esouree consent requirement to provide five
working daysinotice prior 1o the drop. “They
reneged on what they were saving," said
South Coast Tet aperitor Vaughan Reynolds,
S dimmidle to plan ahead when you don's
know what's lgppening from duy to day™

Jock Saunders, a well-known local farmies
who has used the Waitutu area for 37 years,
was also unimpressed with. DOCs actions
on the day. “We were assured that we would
have igcess o the caravan on the day of
the apemtion (o monitor the drop. Jessyen
Bernard even went 5o fir as to say to me, ‘we
would like you to be involved in the 1080
operation — for the sake of.our credibility
Wwe want you to come.” However, when it
came to the crunch they refused, so what was
on the flight plans and weight dockets that
they did not want us to see?”

Have a Pro

. were eongditi

per Gander at this Photo
"%

camera, With every photo taken these flash
units flashedevery tivo seconds to eliminate
“redeye’ in the subjects.

Thata possum and ral were prepared to sit
through forty flash events every Iwo seeonds
}vhile they supposedly feasted on nestlings
15 Hot what can be expected of truly wild
animals because under normal. conditions
bath of these animals are usually very wary,
With o numbor of'such camera stations in the
arenitis qu_ll.c Upparent that these two animals

poison and kills-anything that eats enough of
* Even DoC state that stoats are the major thres

1080 Factsf

* 1080/is ONLY registered for aerial use against possums, but in reality it is an indiscriminate :

it inseets, birds, aquatic life, mammals, ete.
it (o kaka, not possums. (OIA Letter)

* Stoats do not eat the 1080 baits typically used in gerial application, They prefer live kill, so
arg unlikely to dic from eating something that has died from 1080, J

* The primary diet of stoats changes after acria

1 1080 use from rats to birds, (Murphy)

= Rat numbers explode after aerial 1080 operations. (Landcare Research) DoC then asks for
fore money for rat control because rats kill birds (e.8. Catlins, Dart, Caples).

* “Stoats und radents will bounce back ina year” (DoC e-mail after Waitutu operation)

* Rats can outbreed almost any other vertebrate and so are able to recover faster from blanket
paisoning than slowbreeding native birds, (gestation period 21 days < 14 per litter)

* Stoats have | litter per vedr of 5~12 pups, Does anyihing outbreed pesis?

* Possums have one joty per vear, So, if 1080
do DoC need to go back and do it again?

killed 99.95% of possums inthe Waitutu why

.
< I

* DoC's own research shows thit 1080 kills mﬁ-mhn;birds.. o
* DoC have NO\credible seientific research thitk eiin conelude that benefits oceur dfter 1080 1

aperations, not even in @ single species.

‘= By using aerial poisons, DoC are destroying

the delicate stueture of scosystetns that have :

evolved.oyer millions of vears and wre dnterfering with the balance of nature: &

* 1080'is among the world’s 10must lethal poi

* 1080 was developed as an insecticide during WWIT by ‘the Germans; but ¢
good quality research DoC claim insignificant impact on insects,

suns, designated a Glass 1A poisan by WHO, |
* The manuficturer's label sutes that carcasses illed by 1080 must be burned or'h
must be kept out of wates Fhis is not happening: =N e :
* <3 1008 of 1080 i3 produced annually. The NZ govemment tiges more 1@M¢' USDA |
is the only US eustomrand is reported to use loss thand TABLESPOGONS pory

wried and

* NZFSA does not moutinely test animals of anirial produets for human cmuﬁmiian (milk,

meat) for 1080 residues, even though 1080 15

. 1 50me cases, aerially applied rext to farms.

* 1080 kills deer pigs, trout, ete., consutied by the public, They can also ingest subslethal
doses of 1080 so it cin enter the human food chain, Cooking meat (from animals. with

residues) at under 200°C doesnot render 108
* 1080 can acoumulare in huiais in the eart, lur

(' completely harmless (Landeare Research),
s, liver, kidneys and unborm fogtus! Symptonis

can inelute: carding freglaritios, chronic fanigue, seizures and foeyal abhormalities,
* No long-term studies have ever been carricd outto ascertuin the safety of 1030 usige,

* 1080 can and dogs gt into water supplies,
HCHVItY) it clin persist fior months oy VEArs

In'the right'conditions {cold, low microbin]

* 1080 was banned in the UK in 1959 because it was too indiscriminate and kills all

invertebrates not Just target species,

* New Zealand hias already had venison {twice), milk gnd timber recalled or dumped beeause
of possin]e Sractual 1080 contmination, Obviously some export markets test for 1080,
* Our haney indusiry Wi beon compromised because of our inability to susrantee Ireedom

fram 1080 contamination,

* Alucrative Japanese contmel for POsSUmM meat was cancelled for the sime TEAsOn.

* Possum fur now restches S 100+/kg and is & ur

tigue product in great demand/short supply. '7

* Thete is NO incontive to elimingte the predators that are the greatest threat to our native

birds, i.e. stoats, ferrets, feral cats, ene,
* There are more DoC workers in Southland th

an Police Officers.

* DOC's S-minute bird count wis devised 35 years ago by Dawson and Bulls and abandoned
the ful]u'_tviug yeur ns it wasn 't a valid seientific method, Why do DQC persist in using it?
* Forest Stewnrdship Couneil-aceredited forestry companies are no longer allowed to use

1080 or brodifacoum in their foress,

* DoC and AHB, mosily through Landéare Research, are essentially the only sources of
scientific investigation into the effects of aerial 1080 on ecosystems, This is because 1080 is
banned in most dther countries, No other country in the world is doing anything remotely
comparible to New Zealand’s Poisoning programines.

* Mistletoe is parasitic and can decline i healthy forests despite possum control. DoC knew

this before the Waitutu drop.

* According to information publically available on the Intemet, Animal Control Products

Ltd., the importers of 1080, is wholly owned

by Minister of Finance Hon. Bill English and

Minister of Agriculture Hon. David Carter on behalf of the government.

€10 their surroundings wl' :
- v

Stories

One of the roles of local govémment is to
ensure compliance with all resoyrce cort »nt
decisions and to do so withoy; partiality.
In Environment Southlar’s (ES) Waitutu
Decision notes it is stated that “baig would
be covered in transit to the operational area .
One would think that this would refer to
the covering of 1080 bait placed in hopperg

under helicopters on their way to the place,,

of application while flying over areas for-

which consent was not granted. It is clear,.

however, from the photograph shown abave
that hoppers were not fitted with covers.
While to our knowledge 1080 baits were
covered on their way to the loading zone,
which was the Thicket Bum picpjc area,

| onee ﬂ‘!_g'y_ entered the hoppers they were not

ed.at all. during the flight over native
NS R L o 4

Advertisement

Compliance: Tricky Business

F

Dust, fragments and baits spilling from g hopper during the Waitutu drop..,

Photo courtesy of the Southland Times.

drinking water downstream — but would
unfortunately have made it impossible for
DoC to do the drop in the Waituty because
in this the “ultimate forest”, as referred to by
David Bellamy, there are so many waterways.
The ultimate poison in the ultimate forest.
Nice touch,

y, instead of going through what we
would consider (o be the proper procedures
and legal channels, we are reliably informed
that DoC simply phoned the HSNO Officer
to have the condition deleted, Thank you
HSNO Officer for cutting through all the red
tape and saving time and money, but we think
this kind of behaviour js highly irregular and
undermines the democratic processes that we
all pride our country for,

It is also gur ynderstanding that fhe Trerrm



This photograph was taken in earty March 2008 at the DoC camping area at the start of the

walking track to Lake Daniels, just out of Springs Junction on the Lewis Pass Road. In addi-
tion to the infamous possum/rat photo, it shows a dog-Killed Kiwi and a stoat-killed Takahe.
Do you think this misleads people into believing that possums and rels are rasponsible for
the death of these larger birds? Il so, please contact Kate Wilkinson@ministers.govtinz and
ask her to stop using this photograph immediately.

fn another strange (wist to the aerial
1080 saga, evidence has come 10 light that
suggests the photograph used extensively
by the Department of Conseryation, Forest
& Bird, Landedre Research and district and
regional couneils (hroughout New Zealand
to “prove” that possums and rats eat native
birds was actually from @ controlled phato
shoot. .

To show two predators, who normially have
nothing to do with each other, sitting up a
ree trunk together after apparently raiding

a native bird's nest seemed oo far-fotched
to' Nelson man Ron Eddy, He contacted the
photographer Dayid Mudge on the evening
of February 1st, 2009,

Apparently taken during November 2007
in a two-acre remnant block of native bush
on a farm outside Ohav, Horowhenua, Mr.
Mudge explained that the photograph Wis
actually part of a sequence of forty. These
were taken using & motion sensor-controlled
camera set up on top of ‘a fruit picking
ladder with flash units above and below: the

‘Phiotographer had mads
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Furitier’ questions revealed: that the
photographier had nailed the vine supporting
the animals and the bird's nest 1o the tree
two to three weeks earlier and thal the birds
in the photograph were not, infact, native
birds, but Song Thrushes, For some reason
the thrushes had chosen to inhabit o nest
{hat does not resemble that of a thrush 2m or

more off the ground in native bush, whigh'is

notmormally their chosen habitat,
By nailing the vine o the tree, the

eeupants readily available ta possums and
rats. which would not normally be the case,
That these seemingly “wild" animals sat
quictly thtough forty flashes {rom the camera

withiout feeling threatened or frightened ik
indeed cemorkable, unless they hael been

ph'nlugrﬂphcd so often that they no longer
felt any fear s

The photographer went on 1o tell Ron thit
{here was a large population of pessumis and
rats in the block (the Animal Health Board
requires they. be culled) and said that he had
shot the silver-grey possum as il was the only
ane that had attacked the nest, and e didn't
want it to teach the rest of the possums to
eat birds.

So, let’s recap the facts:

« Controlled photoshoot on a farm.

» Song Thrushes — NOT native birds.

« Nest held in place by a nailed vine.

« Access facilitated to possums and rats by

the nailed vine.

+ Large population of possums and rats

—_NOT a typical native bush setting.

Do you think it is right for the agencies
mentioned in this article to use this photo
to mislead the public into believing that
possums and rats are a “Big Problem” in our
native forests? We think it demonsirates &
lack of integrity on their behalf and because
we as taxpayers pay them:as public servants
to work for us we expeet higher thian normal
levels of infegrity to go with the higher than
normal rates at which they are paid.

These websites provide further information,

radio interviews, film clips and research:

www.1080.0rg.nz

www.kaka1080.c0.nz

www.thegrafboys.org
www.thegrafboys.blogspot.com

the: nest and s,

Recommendations

+ Stop acrinl 1080 operations until a properly
designed and exceeuted study independent of
DoC and AHB can be completed showing
the benignity and bencfits of aerial 1080
to our native forests and their inhabitants.
Such a study should include aspects that test
alternatives to acrial 1080 and ensure the
effective and simultaneous decline of pests.

+ Comprehensive inquiries independent of
all political control should be initiated to
investigate the following:

1.Acrial 1080 application and the way it is
funded by the NZ government. This should
be undertaken by a one-time independent
commission at least half constituted of
respected international scientists.

2 Potential conflicts of interest, fraud and
financial impropriety regarding all aspects
of the 1080 industry, from research and
purchase through to post-drop cleanup

(what eleanup?).
« Environmental research funding should be
reorganized to remove it from the control
of agencies and individuals with a potential
financial stake in the outcomes.
All licenses for aerial 1080 application
should be put on hold until further notice
and the focus shifted to eradication of
bovine Tb around farms to protect our
livestock (which simply do nof live in
places such as the Waitutu).
We, the peaple of New Zealand, should
pay any additional cost for ground-based
possum control, ifany, until spund research
can be completed regarding permancnt
environmentally-friendly systems of pest
eradication that simultaneously target
multiple species of pests.
Note: DoC advised the Southland
Conservation Board on 7/10/09 that the

Waitutu project would take 30 trappers
6 months for $35.52/ha. Independent
research produced quotes of 10 trappers
3 months for $25~30Ma. DoC cstimate
2 days and $21.54/ha for acrial 1080,
however associated costs were not included
and DoC did not release final costs when
requested.) Comparable 1080 drops on the
West Coast & Hokonuis were $50+/ha.
+ If ground-based control is the safest, most
cost effective method, then current funding
for existing aerial 1080 operations should
cease immediately and the funding be
used for ground-based operations. Excess
funding could be used for local initiatives.
We are VERY happy to work with DoC
or anyone else towards  achieving
positive outcomes for our environment,
communities and agriculture, but the
present system is clearly an international
embarrassment and poses great dangers,
meaning that we need to develop better
and smarter ways of doing this.

This is a paid advertisement by SEEC.

Watch for new Graf Boys doco on alternatives o 1080 and social impact of aerial poisons.
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Kside for Private

The Nature Hertoge Fund (NHF) is “an
independent conestable fund estabhished
by the Government in 1990 for voluntary
protection of nature on private land”, yet
only 2,421ha of private land wis involved
in the Waitul operation: the rest of the
25,000ha was: Prordland National Park. s
NHP beifig ied as a slush furid to finance
DoC projeets for which it otherwise would
not receive funding?

NHF receives an annual allocation of
funds from the Government, {5 pedminisiere
by an independent committce and serviced

by DoC, wilh reports being made 16 the
Minister of Conservation,

This "independent commitice” includes
ex-1oC personnel and others affilinted with
Forest & Bird Society.

Funding for the Waitutu drop was approved
by the previous Conservation minister, Hon.
Tim Groser, who stipulated that no less than
25,0000 were to be controlled for possums,
This despite the fact that DoC know that
siots are the main. problem and multiple
rescarch studics carried out in the Waitutu
dred show that Mistletoe has no significant
relation 10 possum browse anyway,

Passum gontrol had been giscontinued in
the Waitutu in 2000, but e;udtlﬁ.“_li' 10'years
later we were told that inensive possum
control was required 10 prevent ll'.l\mcdialc
extinction of yulnerable forest SPECICS, DoC
never releaged credible rescarch (data 10
prove thisi .

Interestingly, /the pest control promised
as part of the §20 million Waitutu Block
Settlement Act 1997 had never leen carricd

out, despite ralatively peceqrible werrsin ot
loeal guimmunitics in need of employment,

Was this deliberate or just incompetence?
Despite private land  accounting  for
less than 10% of the 1080 drop zone, the
NHF committee provided $500,000 plus
$62,500GST for pest control, stipulating that
1080 was to be used for the initial treatment,:
with further treatments to be undertaken
within the next 3~4 years, (DoC Southland

| Conservancy provided an extra $100,000):

So, with such strings- attached (i.e. “you
will use 1080 it is easy to see why ground
conttol consisting of trapping or feratox bait
bags was not a possible option even if it was
cheaper. How: many, other aeriil 1080 diops
have NHE funded in this way?

Busine
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South Coast Jet operator Vaughan Reynolds.
South Ceast Jet opgrator Vaughan
Reynolds has decided to leave Tuatapere
following the aerial 1080 operationin the
Waituty Forest carried out last Octaber by
the Department of Conservation (Do),
After the drop business dropped right
off and hunters aré no longer booking to
go into/the area. “T can no longer make
a living out of it”, said Mr. Reynolds,
who has been forced to resort (o cherry
picking in Central Olago for little more
than the minimum wage. “Once people
hear that there has been a 1080 drop in
the area they just don’t want 1o ao."
Born in Invercargill, Mr. Reynolds
gpent time possuim hunting and working
at the aluminium smelter at Tiwai before
starting South Coast Jet in 2001, The
business specialises in guided hunting

ss Dead After 1080 Drop

and fishing in the area bordering the
Waitutu Forest.

«>ve hunted this area for 37 years,”
gaid Mr Reynolds; “and I, like a lot
of other people with o history in the
aren, know that it just didn’t need to be
done. 1t’s a complete waste of money
and bird numbers are just the same as
they were in/ the 1970s. It's time DoC
stopped using 1080 and started to help
local communities such as Tuatapere to
manage the incredible resources that we
have on our back door sieps.”

Mr. Reynolds plans to leave his two
brothiers behind in Invercargill and move
1o Australia to look for work in the mines.
“It's almost impossible to get ahead in
{his area”, he said. I it’s not DoC, then
it’s the councils.”

Land|

So how did DoC get away, Wit it S8
whiere was ES when it came (o ensuring that
Do complicd with the conditions of the
resource cgnscn'l?

S did; in facts haye & representative on
site at the loading area, so why did he not
insist that covers be fitted o the hoppers?

Did someone just forget to bring them and

lie was Kind enough to say, “that’s OK boys, -

Look, we're all Tere now and for the sake of
acouple,of covers it's unreasonable to make
you wait. Go ahead and do it anyway”? We
don't know, and who really would like to
iy, 1o stand up to DoC anyway, but the fiet
romaing that they were not fitted on the way
o the operational area, which allowed dust,
particles and baifs to spill from the hoppers
onto bush and into the lake on the way to the
soperational arca”.

So how did they get away with this?
Apparently DoC arranged fora HSNO Officer

to designate the loading zone as:pért of the

operational arca and allow the helicopters
to fly to and from the dfop zone over non=
operational areds via a designated corridor,
Nie... bl to our way of thinking this does
ot comply with the condition that the bait
beYoavered in transit to the operational ared™
and is typical of the irresponsible attitude that
DoC and other government agencies; have
with regard to this lethal Class A poison. It's
starting to look like some faws don’t applyif
you have a Get Outof Jail Free card,

As if that wasn't enough, when Dol
received the first set of conditions from the
HSNO Officer they included a stipulation
that 1080 should 1idt be applied within 20
mefres of waterways: This ‘would' make
complete sense in terms of protecting aquatic
life — not to mention whitebaiters or anyone

LHELRdIC s SLUPULatAs B2 T ssinegees =
by ES because of “heavy forest canopy”,
even though the HSNO Officer was: not
{he consenting body who gave. resource
consent. When we ehecked before the drop,
{he relevant department in ES knew nothing
of this or any other changed conditions; 1t
appeared to be news:10 them but theywere
of the opinion that the original conditions
would still apply: Did-anyone check?

We know from observers on the ground
that DoC then appeared 1o apply 1080
heavily on the ridges and lightly/if atall in
athier arcus. 1t begs the question as to how
much they applied in the arcas where they
did the subsequent bird monitoring. As we
see it, there are monitoring and complisnee-
related issues concerning these drops that we
think require.a national standard overseen
by a truly independent entity without any
conflicts of mierest i.e. no money changing
hands, The only way we can see for this to
work is to adopt the juror system and select
people at random withno conflicts of interest
and to then train them to monitor what they
are secing, with the applying entity footing
the bill.

What do you think?

Farmers Against Ten Eighty (FATE)
"A recent poll of West Coast farmers shows
that 75% are opposed to the continued use of
1080, FATE would fike to see the AHB refocus
their Th eradication efforts back on farms,
giving farmers the knowledge and. the skills
required to remove Tb from properties.”

Mary Molloy, Hari Hari chaos1@xtra.co.nz
SEEC would like to thank FATE for their
assistance  with  the  content of this
advertisement.

Who are we?

We are normal people with day jobs
who object to poisons being used
indiscriminately and irresponsibly by
unaccountable  buréaucrats who - are
poisoning our beautiful country: Ageused
by the media and the government of
being activists and (erroriss, in actual
fact we never threaten anyone, while
those involved in the 1080 industry get
away with murder — literally.

What do we want?

« Guatanteed Safe Access to wild sources of
food for all New Zealanders — period.

+ Development of permanent environment-
ally-friendly systems of Pest Eradication
that  Simultaneously target multiple

. species. :

« National Standards for hand laying of all
foxins.

« Regional Maps showing past and present
usage of ALL toxins, including DDT, 245T.
Brodifacoum and 1080.

« Mandatory Public Notification of ALL
1080 use by ALL parties, including all
branches and forms of government.

+ A greater degree of Local Control and
Community Benefit from pest control
omminns,

+ Training Programs for young people to
fielp them acquire bush and trapping skills.

» Development of Possum-Related Products
and related export markets.

We have also made a formal request to
Cluthe-Southland MP Hon. Bill English
for 300 self-resetting traps to bie deployed
throughout Southland for the trapping of
stoats and rats.

Want to Donate or
Work Together?

Ifyou want to help raise awareness of whatis
going onwith regard to the indiscriminate use
of 1080 that endangers our enyironment, our
international markets and our tourism, OR if
you would like to be a part of the solution,
we would welcome your assistance.

If you are @ business or individual ‘who
would like to sponsor these efforts and/or
traps then please feel free to donate to the
following account or contact us at the e-mail
address shown below:

Account Name: SEEC
Account Number: 03 1355 0646024 00

If you have more information regarding
bird and animal deaths from 1080 on Stewart
Island and elsewhere please write to us at the
following address.

SEECNZ@gmail.com

In November 2009, TV One reported that DoC had spent $1.28
million dollars on “spin doctors” over the previous year. Why the
need for “spin doctors” when telling the truth costs absolutely
nothing? How much did they spend in 2010 and on what?



St john
New Zealand Order of St John

Con you help?

Winton: Shane Batchelor Ph 027 4895685

Te Anau: John Lambeth, Ph 027 2234892
Otautau: Anna Nicolson, Ph 027 2519842
Lumsden: Bronwyn Beer, Ph 027 4058882
Tuatapere: Don Brown, Ph 027 6445897
Riverton: Anne Marie Eastwood, Ph 027 4542018
Riversdale: Dave Hurley, Ph 027 4357238

- !
Rural Support Officer: Jan Douglas, Ph 027 4877318

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY DIAL 111
SUPPORT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES

Without their generous support these
people couldn’t drop everything - to be where
they're needed ~ when their pager beeps

Answering the call - WHEU THE PAGER BEEPPS

LEAY e
Sarah McCorkindale
By Day: Shop Assistant
In an Emergency: First Aid
Station: Te Anau
Volunteer for: 1% years
Supporting Business: H&J Smith (Te Ana)

Doug Gordon

By Day: Plant Supervisor/Meat Inspector
Inan Emergency: 1st Response

Station: Lumsden

Volunteer for: 33% years

Supporting Business: Asure Quality

HeJ Smith

DEPARTMENT STORES SINCE 1901

-

Rob Willis
By Day: Self Employed Dairy Farmer
In an Emergency: Observer
Station: Riverton
Volunteer for: 1% years
Supporting Business; Bates Transport

BATES transPORT 2007 LTD
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«armers unite to keep poachers out

Che Baker in Alexandra

Central Otago police have created
an anti-poaching scheme to tackle
a widespread problem of poaching
on farms in the area.

Detective Sergeant Liz Wil
liams, of Alexandra, the officer in
charge of the scheme, said 29
farms covering 34 properties had
joined the scheme after they asked
for help from police to deal with

NEWS

“‘Some poachers may think hunting unfawfully on
someone else’s land is harmless, this is naive.”
Detective Sergeant Liz Williams

poaching on their land,

Mrs Williams said that, after
talking with farmers, it was found
there was widespread illegal hunt-
ing of pigs and deer and reports of
stock theft, stock disturbance and

gates being left open. Under the
scheme poachers prosecuted for
unlawful hunting would find
themselves served with a trespass
notice for farms on the data-
base.

Wednesday, May 18, 2011 5

Farmers in Central Otago,
South Canterbury and West Otago
had signed up and interest had
been shown from Blenheim
farmers to join.

Police could not patrol every
country road so instead, the
scheme was created to encourage
property owners to report when
they caught someone on their land
and give police authority to re-
move them, Mrs Williams said.

“Some poachers may think

hunting unlawfully on someone
else’s land is harmless, this is
naive. Many farms allow people to
hunt legitimately on their land
and the risk of those legitimate
hunters being accidentally shot by
a poacher is real,” she said.

If caught poachers would be
brosecuted, lose their firearms li-
cence, and be disbarred from a
large part of the wider farming
community, Mrs Williams said.

Sergeant Mike Williams, of

Cromwell, said poachers had been
caught because people had
reported suspicious behaviour and
police were able to catch them in
the act.

Poachers could be dangerous
and farmers should not try to ap-
prehend them themselves, Mr Wil-
liams said.

Since the start of the scheme,
three poachers had been removed
from the farms for trespassing.

che.baker@®stl.co.nz

Road funds
tight for next
three years

Che Baker in Alexandra

Funding to maintain roads in Cen-
tral Otago was expected to be
under stress for the next three
years because of Government cuts,
Central Otago District Council
roading manager Julie Muir said.

At a council meeting in Alex-
andra this month, Mrs Muir said
after receiving a heads up on the
Budget, funding for district roads
in the area did not look good,

Funding had been taken from
the national funding pool and
allocated to fix Canterbury roads
damaged in the February earth-
quake and roads of national sig-
nificance would take priority over
rural roads, she said.

Councils throughout New Zea-
land would struggle to stay within
the proposed budgets, she said.

It was unknown how much
would be allocated but it was un-
likely councils would get ad-
ditional funding if they needed it.

The council would now review
its spending priorities, Mr Muir
said.

A technical audit of roads in
Central Otago showed sealed and
unsealed roads were in good con-
dition compared with other places
across the country, she said.

It was possible the council
would look to fund vroading
projects in another way if it were
needed bBit cha olhea said wla e

Life-like test for

St John paran

Kimberfey Crayton-Brown

The Invercargill StJohn Ambu-
lance has a new team member: a
$22,000 Advanced Life Support
mannequin that breathes, speaks,
and simulates almost every con-
dition ambulance officers face on
the frontline.

Invercargill Southland Region
team manager Robin Eustace said
the mannequin could be used to
train staff at all levels.

The station previously upgraded
its mannequin in 2000, and Mr Eu-
stace said the new mannequin’s
software was able to be upgraded
to update the system.

“It is a really good skills main-
tenance tool. If people maintain
their skills they can be confident
out there dealing with emergency
situations.”

Advanced paramedic Craig
Jones gave a demonstration of the
mannequin’s capabilities at the
station last night,

“It can simulate most conditions
presented to us in the medical
field realistically, without having
to inflict pain on real patients,”
Mr Jones said.

Trainees could check the
“patient's” pulse, blood pressure,
change the respiratory rate and
lung sounds, and the Cchest
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A Christchurch electrical

edics

movements to mimic a collapsed
lung, Using the remote control, an
airway obstruction could be
created, the patient could go into
cardiac arrest, and a defibrillator
could be used.

Scenarios can be programmed
into the system that allow consist-
ency during staff training.

Mr Jones said the mannequin
had an anatomically correct air-
way, and demonstrated how to in-
sert a tube into the airway and bag
the patient.

The mannequins are also IV
capable. Eight speakers inside the
mannequin produce a range of
sounds, from breathing to bowel
sounds. :

The Southland Medical Foun-

" dation provided St John with an

$11,000 grant to buy the man-
nequin and St John covered the
rest of the cost,

Foundation secretary and
{reasurer Peter Muller was at last
night's demonstration and had a
go at performing CPR oh the man-
nequin. 3

“It was harder than I thought it
would be but it is usefal to know
just how much préssure s
required,” he said. ¥

As CPR is performed, the sys-
tem gives the trainee feedback on
their technique. |

kimberley.crayton-brown@®stl.co.iz

March 21

No dummy:
Advanced
paramedics
Craig Jones
(left) and
Matt Schuitz
try to
resuscitate
St John's
new
mannequin
ata demon-
stration last
night.
Photo: DOUG
FIELD
625347771

Mahy wins
children'’s
book award

Acclaimed New Zealand children’s
writer Margaret Mahy, 75, has
won New Zealand’s premier
children’s book award with her
book The Moon and Farmer
McPhee.

The book, illustrated by David
Elliott, also won the award for the
best picture book. It tells the story
of Farmer McPhee and the effect
the moon has on him and his
animals.

Mahy, who wrote her first story
when she was 7, has won numer-
ous awards and honours for her
contribution to New Zealand and
children’s literature. NZPA

B Winners in the awards, sponsored by NZ
Post, and announced in Auckland last night,
were: Book of the Year: The Moon and Farmer
McPhee by Margaret Mahy, illustrated by David
Elliot. Best first book: Hollie Chips by Anna
Gowan. Picture book: The Moon and Farmer
McPhee by Margaret Mahy, illustrated by David
Eliiot. Non-fiction category: Zero Hour: The
Anzacs on the Western Front by Leon Davidson,
Junior fiction: Finnigan and the Pirates: A Fine
Fandango by Sherryl Jordan. Young adult
‘fiction: Fierce September by Fleur Beale
Children's choice awards: Overall winner;:
Baa Baa Smart Sheep by Mark Sommerset,
iflustrated by Rowan Sommerset Non-fiction:
Who's Cooking Tonight? by Claire Gourley with
Glenda Gourley Junior fiction: Hollie Chips by
Anna Gowan Young adult: Smiling Jack by
Ken Catran Picture Book: Baa Baa Smart
Sheep by Mark Sommerset, illustrated by Ro-
wan Sommerset,

I More than $130 million has been
donated to help the Christchurch
earthquake recovery, with mill-
ions more expected from overseas,
The Prime Minister’s Christ-
church Earthquake Appeal Trust
has swelled to $73 million, with 60
per cent coming from overseas,
while the Red Cross 2011 Earth-
quake Appeal has topped $62

“million. By Friday, the Red Cross

had given more than $45 million
in grants. Another $880,000 has
been given to 88 families who lost
loved ones in the February quake.

Fairfax
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e Rt Snsupervised to work on an Industrial Manufacturing . Q0% ) 1 ) _ . . _ Phone I.-eon 03 Lochiel Trailer 6mx2.4m Tandem Axle Flat Top Heavy
Shaun Graves on (021) Site Are you sick of following the herd? Do you Monitor service providers and licensed (027) 384-0546 02 Toyota Hiace LWB Van Only 99 Toyota Prado 3.4-SW
224-3422 or: Youl‘ skills should include good General Carper want to be involved in Animal Welfare? establishments for compliance with We are seeking a Chef's Assistant for our busy Cellar Door . orGlenda 112km 98 Nissan Primera Camino 1.8
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4738007 | |1 on a multitude tasks including the following but not the newly merged ministry made up of the ~ ®  Working with other investigators to e T 32 I\Hmtsé cgzlivrll)(()tzz(')sAAlt‘to 8151 ISUbanlla'ngT Sg\\’\lés AIuto
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TAKITIMU ? g]e‘g]lB(l]mdmgtwv(s)/rki NZ Food Safety Authority and Ministry of cases where non-compliance is a passion for food. 94 Nissan Atlas 100 Trucks Dsl 94 Bluebird ARX Auto 1.8
PRIMARY SCHOOL : Flntltm Oélcre: } s t o Fisheries. The compliance directorate of identified You need to be well presented, self motlvated, be a team 5Spd 91 Mazda Familia 1.5
= S s gw?n EV(,) \; &:j(ﬁlgggn ggmery the Compliance and Response branch is *  Promoting good animal welfare player and take pride in your work to ensure that the quality of DAIRY FARM gg “Nﬁilgglas\lsff(yslg‘%ﬂg%eihm 88 Elonga cﬂ}lﬁl‘tle 55pd
Sghcl)olfmiln Nigl‘h]irég?s, A o e responsible for ensuring compliance with practices L food service to customer's remains at the high standard that MANAGER 31 Commodore Exec 38 5Spd O iME
needs a part time « Roof repairs all regulations and acts managed by the * Building and sustaining positive Mt Difficulty Restaiantls fepowned o Required for 600 cow 88 Corolfa XL SW 58pd
cleaner, to make our o All other general Maintenance Ministry for Primary Industries (MP1). working relationships with internal and We open seven days; therefore you must be available to work dairy farm, 20kms MORE CARS WANTED NOW
e You will alsoneed to be proactive in Health and Safety, We currently have vacancies for Animal cARra) stokgholders BRI oS ok v er e Gl T tary, well ||| THIS ADVERTIS SUBJECTTO DELETIONS &
Avply in writing to the || R2vegood Hygiene, and'hold a current drivers licence. Welfare Officers in the following locations  *  Practical working knowledge of the i : developed farm. MORE UNLISTED VEHICLES
Pll.’ﬁléimm' lgEvans Specific training will be provided as required, Whangarei, Lower North Island, Invercargill laws under which investigations and SRR Ph No Road Tests after 12.30pm Day of Sale
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with the Compliance strategy. As an animal environment desirable but not essential. PO Box 69, CROMWELL 9342 i 47376590 Phone 2184808
Ty 4732961 welfare officer you will be expected to verify  You will be expected to attend and Or — Emall Werner@mtdifficulty.co.nz . 1
compliance with legislation and identify successfully complete a comprehensive
A ———— | appropriate steps to manage animal welfare  jn-house training course as part of the | Farm Employment Vacancies aﬂ??a‘(’;ﬂ?'}! 99%\?@93{2
complaints. ! recruitment process. If you think any of DAIRY FARM $300 deposit, $46pw TAP.
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H AY : g exp *  Manage animal welfare complaints apply, please state in your covering letter . Ranger SENIOR FARM Clyde Street, 213-1352-?36"9
in Energy » Ensure investigation processes and your preference of the locations you wish REQUIRED ASSISTANT

to be considered for when you submit your

h procedures are followed

(Biodiversity)

Must be capable of all

Senior farm assistant
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i » A happy work environment? and should provide examples in their application EARM WORKER 30 November 2012 Motoring Parts
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ELECTRICIAN WANTED

Do you want to become part of a fast growing business with daily challenges where no two days are

ever the same? Then you could be the person wa:are looking for.

é\re you-self motivated, enthusiastic and wanting to work within the dairy side of our electrical
lvision?

You must have good communication skills, be able to work well under pressure, enjoy working as

part of a team as well as being able to work unsupervised, Existing dairy knowledge would be an

advantage.

Applicants will need to have a current NZ practicing certificate and a current driver's license.

If this sounds like you then please send your current CV with a cover letter to:

Southland Farm Services Electrical
Attention: Manager

PO Box 1256

Invercargill 9840

Or email sfs.electrical@xira.co.nz

Application closes Friday 27th July 2012 at 5pm

“Onithe:farmwhere i_t- counts™
85 Bill'Richardson Drive, Invi gill Phone 03214 3136(24'Hours)
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plumbing & pumps

PLUMBER

A position has become available at Southland Farm Services Ltd for a suitably quallfied Plumber.
Southland Farm Sarvices is a prograssive company based around the dairy and agriculture industry.
our focus s the supply and servicing of milking machinery, water purping, gffluent systems,
& domestic plumbing for our wide rural base.
The key attributes that are sought;

» Applicants must be fully versed in all aspect of piumbing & drainlaying.

» Strong organizational and time management skills.

» Ability to work unsupervised.

» Ability to train others.

« Be honest & reliable.

« The abillty to build relationships with our diverse customer base.

Practical experience in rural or domestic plumbing or pumping experience would be an advantage
but training and support will be given.

Remuneration and conditions of employment will be discussed at an interview.

Please send you CV fo:

Brendan Copeland

Southland Farm Services Lid.

PO Box 1256

Invercargill 9340

Or email: brendan@southlandfarmservices.co.nz

Applications close on 20-07-2012

85 BilllRichards

4723650AA

o Other work designed o maximise yourr exﬁenencemthe chartered accounting environment.
1f you are considering attending University rather than going through our rainee prograrne then
we may consider you for a study grant. Please send your C.V and up to date Record of Achlevement.
Salary and other conditions of employment will be discussed at the interview stage.

Applications, including CV and references, should be forwarded by Monday 23rd July 2012.
Our Application form is available from our website: www.mdp.co.nz

Diane Wilson

Mclntyre Dick & Partners Limited

P 0 Box 848, Invercargill 9840

Email; dianew@mdp.co.nz

MEINTYREDICKZPARTNERS

4708618AB

Make a difference in Central Otago
« Facilitating and promoting sustainable growth
o Lifestyle benefits with a challenging role

Economic Development Manager

The emphasis on this position is one of economic and busingss facilitation to
support the social and environmental values of the community. The position has
the following key accountabilities:

« Monitor, facilitate and respond to issues refating to sustainable gconomic, regional
and industry development.

o Build and foster productive relationships with and between key industry sectors,
community and Government agencies.

« Implement and review a coherent Economic Development Strategy that supports
Central Otago’s Regional Identity. g :

« Promote and communicate economic development issues, projects and benefits
to stakeholders and public.

The appointee will have relevant business experience and an understanding of
economic and marketing principles including product development, demonstrate
excellent communication and interpersonal skills, have analytical thinking skills,
an ability to develop projects and action plans, and have a commitment to growth
and development in Central Otago in @ sustainable manner. The position will suit a
person who can work with a focused team, strongly customer service oriented, is
decisive and creative, while remaining calm under pressure, capable of creating a
vision and developing compelling messages.

If you enjoy a challenge, are a team player and can meet the requirements of this
demanding role, the Central Otago lifestyle may be yours to embrace.

The position is available immediately and applications close Friday, 3 August 2012.

Address your letter of application with a copy of your CV to:

Chief Executive Officer
Central Otago District Council
PO Box 122, Alexandra

(Please email your application to tas@codc.govt.nz)

A copy of the job description may be obtained by contacting
£ Tracye Stedman, Personnel Officer by email tas@codc.govt.nz or
I% phone (03) 440 0628.

PRINCIPAL RURAL
FIRE OFFICER

The Clutha “District Council is seeking a
Principal Rural Fire Officer. This is a part time (22.5
hours per week) fixed term position through to
June 2014, pending a proposed shift to an Otago
Enlarged Rural Fire District.

The position involves taking responsibility for all
rural fire activities. Our District covers an area of
over 6,000 square kilometres, predominantly in
farming and forestry, so rural fire management is
an important and challenging role.

_Relevant experience in rural fire is required,

preferably including experience in managing and
delivering rural fire training. A positive attitude and
a practical approach are essential.

If this sounds like you, then jump on our website
www.cluthadc.govt.nz to download an application
form and information package or pick one
up at Council's office, 1 Rosebank Terrace,
Balclutha or call on 03 419 0200 or email
valerie.bell@cluthadc.govt.nz to get one sent
to you.

Applications close at 4.00 pm on
Monday, 30 July 2012,

47268B0AA

Please phone Leon ¥ VESZ, s Uelaiio)
027 384-0546 personality
or Glenda Apply to Milk R Us Litd
027 208-0164 La’;% gu’lcl Inge de Kruijf
{03)225-7388 or e-mail:
4735329 larsinge@woosh.co.nz
4738636
DAIRY FARM POSITION

We require an honest, reliable person with a willing
and positive attitude for the upcoming season, who is
wanting to progress in the h)(li)tclstry.

We would prefer someone with a min of 1 full seasons
experience.

90 mins from Invercargill, milking 740 cows through a
50 bale rotary. i

3 bedroom accomodation available, remuneration
based on experience.

Please send CV and refs to:
danandmarg@slingshot.co.nz or
Phone Dan on (03) 239-5565

4738451

All listed in the

Classified

Section

Literacy Aotearoa Inc offers
Certificate of Aduit Literacy Tutoring Level 5
§ NZQA locai course approved.
This training is designed to develop skills; knawledge and confldence
fo deliver literacy tuition to adults in 1:1 and small group situations.
Dates Aug 4, 5, 17, 18, 13 31 Sept 1, 2, 15, 16. (all days)
Gain the practical component over 12 months as a volunteer tutor
with the programme.
Times - 9-5
Cost - Internal scholarships available for training.
Southern Adult Literacy is a community based Programme that provides
a range of learning opportunities to adults across a
range of contexts, to improve their basic everyday
fiteracy skills at no cost to the learner.

4735223AA

Information night is July 24th at 6pm, if you would
like to discuss this training and the Programme.

Classifieds
0800 CLASSY

i S

——

Contact Nellie or Averil on 214-5224
Otautau

O Vets Ltd s

Veterinary Nurse/
Receptionist

We are looking for an energetic person to join our
team as a Veterinary Nurse and Reception Assistant,
This varied and challenging position has the potential
to enhance and develop the skills of the successful
applicant in this support role.

A minimum ﬁualiﬁcation of a National Certificate in

Veterin ursing is required. In addition good
people gl the ability to be flexible and think on
your feet and a sense of humour are essential

attributes for this role.

We offer a positive and friendly working environment
withina multi-disciplinary team with an emphasis on
job. satisfaction. If you have the skills, energy and
experience for this position we would love to hear
from you.

A Position Description is available on reguest. Please
apply in writing with your Curriculum Vitae to:
Practice Manager

Otautau Vets ted

PO Box 77°

Otautau

Applications close Friday 27 July

4739750

Herd Manager/21C 560 Cow Dairy Farm

We are looking for a competent, experienced Herd

Manager/2ic for our recently converted Western

Southland Dairy Farm. The farm is well set up and in

immacnlate condition with a well positioned 50 bale

rotary cow shed, The property is 191ha. The farm is

located 10 minutes from Tuatapere and has the choice

of two very good primary schools. We offer short

milkings, exceptionally good time off, a warm & cosy

3bedroom home and excellent remuneration for the

right person, Agito training is encouraged and we are

committed to assisting upcoming farmers fo move

through the industry.

We welcome enquiries from honest and reliable team

players who possess the following skills

« Highly Motivated

« Strong Initiative

« Excellent communication skills .

« Has a minimum of a restricted drivers licence

« Minimum of two years® experience :

- Proven Shed Management Skills — committed to
assisting in a grade season

. Excellent Stock Management Skills

. Effluent Management Experience (would be
preferred)

If this sounds like you, then we would like to hear from

you.

To apply for this position please contact:

Melissa Vining (027) 2100614 or email: = .
hlairandmissy@wooshico.nz for an application pack
Applications close on 22 July 2012.

Herd Manager/Grazing Manager
This is an exciting position based in Western
Southland on our 127ha grazing run off block, The
Fos:tlon is largely based at our run off réporting to our
arm manager but would have sole responsibility for
the day to day care of the young stock and general
maintenance to the property. The position also
includes rostered time spent at the dairy farm relief
milking and winter grazing of the cows. The relief
milking is approximately 6 to 10, days a month. We
offer excug\lonally good time off, a warm & cosy 2
bedroom home and excellent remuneration for the
right person. Agito training is'encouraged and we are
committed to assisting upcoming farmers to move
through the industry.
We welcome enquivies from a selfmotivated,
mﬁam'sed and honest person who possess the
following skills
« Exceptional Stock Management Skills
« Pasture management s (would be an advantage)
« Some experience relief milking
« Maintenance experience such as fencing
» Winter Grazing experience
« Tractor Driving experience
If this sounds like you, then we would like to hear from
you.
To apply for this position please contact:
Melissa Vining (027) 2100-614 or email:
blairandmissyl@woosh.conz for an application pack
Applications close on 22 July 2012.

4728955

Beauty, Health &Fitness
DENTAL

CARE
If you'’re in
PAIN!
We’ll see
you NOW

By appointment

New patients being
accepted NOW - Call

Dentist on
Kelvin

(03) 218-6280
27 Kelvin St

4706822

MASSAGE only thera-
peutic, sport. = Russian
nurse, $65 an hour, $40 %
hour. Phene (021) 111-7546.

4732539

Under $100

SINGLE BEDS (2), $50; 1x
2 seater, $50. Phone
215-8340. 4735733

TABLES (2), small, 1 round
with 4 chairs, 1 square
extendable with 2 chairs,

$50 each. Phone (022)
140-6443: 4739835
Trades and Services

Have you
upgraded to
freeview

yet?

Call
Topgear Audio
on

Classifieds

OSOO__(}'_L_A_§_$Y

BALEAA

03 214 4447 J

TAX RETURNS,

and

annual accounts com-
pleted by qualified
accountant, Phone
2184727. 1970450

L_o2¥
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COURT

INVERCARGILL DISTRICT COURT

A teenager who crashed his car
into a tree during a police pur-
suit was yesterday sentenced to
jail when he appeared in Inver-
cargill District Court.

Gary James Paddon, 19, ap-
peared before Judge John Mac-
donald for assaulting a female
on May 2, two charges of as-
sault, assaulting a female, fail-
ing to stop for red and blue
flashing lights, driving while
disqualified, driving at a dan-
gerous speed and causing injury
and driving with a blood alcohol
level of 160mg on May 23.

He was sentenced to one year
and nine months’ jail, ordered
to pay reparation and disquali-
fied from driving for two years
and three months.

Judge Macdonald said Pad-
don punched his ex-partner in
the head after an argument,
pushed another female back-
wards and punched a man sev-
eral times, knocking him uncon-
scious for several minutes.

Later in the night police no-
ticed the vehicle Paddon was
driving had a headlight out and
activated their lights to pull him
over, he said. He stopped and
waited until the constable got
out of the vehicle before taking
off. A high-speed pursuit began,
which included Paddon running
a red light at about 100kmb,
weaving all over the road and
almost hitting a centre island,
Judge Macdonald said.

Paddon reached speeds of
about 120kmh i1 Queens Dr’
when he hit road works and
panicked, lost control and ended
up in bushes resting against a
tree, he said.

Teen jailed
for assault,
car chase

Shoplifting

Lance Edward Allan Sculley, 52,
driver, was sentenced to 40
hours’ community work for
stealing a $39.98 brass fastener
from Mitre 10 Mega on July 14.

Obscene words

Lee-Anne Hilda McKay, 47, was
convicted and discharged for us-
ing obscene words with intent
to insult in a public place. She
was also ordered to come up for
sentence if called upon within
six months for intentionally ob-
structing police on July 14.

Breach

Teremoana Areaiti, 31, was sen-
tenced to 60 hours’ community
work for breaching release con-
ditions on June 6. j

Hollie Elizabeth Jenkins, 18,
was convicted and discharged
for breaching community work
on June 28.

Glen Donald Woodford, 35, of
Mossburn, was fined $450 for
hunting in the Takitimu Con-
servation area without auth-
ority and hunting red deer on
land near the Hamilton Burn
without authority, on April 3.

Receiving

Cody Mark Dally, 19, was sen-
tenced to 80 hours’ community
work and ordered to return $50
to the victim for receiving
money knowing it to have been
obtained by a crime on July 1.

Chancey Kahn Wairau, 24,
was remanded to July 24 for re-
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ADMINISTRATION
PERSON

We require a full-time

Administration Person

‘with a minimum of

three years experience.

We require someone

who ;

e Has a positive atti-
tude, with a good
sense of humour

e Can collate Debtors’
statements

o Can prepare, enter
an reconcile

Creditors for pay-

ment

Trades & Services Vacancies

Flats ¢ Homes

Commercial
Buildings s Can carry out Job
5= 9 Costing duties
0 || o Cancarry out general
office administration
o Has experience in Re-
ception and Cus-
tomer Service
e Has a full Drivers
Licence
o Must have computer
experience
Microsoft Office and
other computerised
accounting packages

All applications will be
accepted in the strictest
confidence
Handwritten
applications including
current CV to

tThe Managing Direc-
or St

Morrifield
Streamline

Continuous
SPOUTING

ZR8 Colorsteel Made
on site Free quote

Are you an exceptional Beauty Therapist/Massage

Therapist looking for a change of scenery?

Are you:

* Enthusiastic, professional, well presented and fully
qualified?

i Congmtent in waxing (incl brazilian), electrolysis,
facag{ s, gnaps. massage, manicures, pedicures and
makeup?

* Experienced working in a Salon or Day Spa (2 years
preferred but not essential)?

* Competent in offering professional product advice to
clients and able to meet sales targets?

* Available to start in August - beginr on a part
time/casual basis (roster includes combination of
fixed and on call shifts with fluctuating days off.
Slzil?{sgrange from 5 - 10 hour shifts, over 7 days a

ee

week)?
* If necessary, holdin aﬁ]pro riate Work Visaand/ or
Right to work in N: 'eagy completed?

If this sounds like you then write to Vibrance Beauty
Te Anau and plan your escape.

Send your CV with recent photo and contact details to
info@vibrance.co.nz :

For more about our salon please visit
www.vibrance.co.nz

4724387

& KONICA MINOLTA

Branch Administrator

Invercargill

Our busy Invercargill team is seeking an experienced

and driven Branch Administrator. This is apf?lll-i'hne.

permanent role that would be ideal for someone who

enjoys working as part of a busy team in an action

packed sales environment.

Key responsibilities are varied, but will include:

¢ Branch Administration

o Support for the Sales Team and Branch Manager.

¢ Sales billing, ensuring it is completed correctly and
efficiently .

o Stock management

¢ Sales Ordering, Processing and Billing

* CRM Administration

To be successful in your application you need to be

able to demonstrate that you are:

* An experienced administrator, with a basic under-
standing of accounting and inventory

¢ IT savvy and highly accurate, with great Microsoft
Office skills

o Well organised with excellent time management
and people skills

o Eoud of your work, both personally and profession-

y

* Quick on your feet and not afraid to take on the
unfamiliar!

1 To apply, please send vour CV and covering letter bv: I

Experienced Grounds
Person

We are looking for an experienced Grounds

person to join our Golf Course grounds staff.

The successful candidate will have:

» a passion for working outdoors

e a current Growsafe certificate or be
willing to obtain

o Used a variety of grounds maintenance
machinery :

¢ Quality workmanship

¢ A good level of fitness, be hard working,
adaptable and enthusiastic

e To be able to work as part of a team as well
as being able to work independently

¢ Excellent communication skills

o Excellent time management skills

e Be self motivated, trustworthy and
reliable

e A clean and full NZ drivers licence (HTZ is
an advantage)

o Safety consciousness and be able to
comply with health and safety policies
Previous work on a golf course or turf
culture experience an advantage but not

necessary.

Written applications to:

The Grounds Convenor
Greenacres Country Club Inc
PO Box 5136 4
Invercargill

Applications close Monday, 30 July, 2012.

4738052

Display Sales Manager

We have an exciting opportunity for an experienced sales
manager to join The Southland Times as a key member
of the advertising management team. Reporting directly
to the Advertising Manager, this position is responsible

far davalanina anhanscing and TR Ny e )

Be part of progress

e

SIT has animmediate vacancy for a part-time
tutor to teach a total of 45 hours between
27 August 2012 and 23 November 2012,
The subjects will include: Understanding
GIS, Understanding Coordinates and Map
Projections, GIS and Mapping, Queries and
Model Building, Geo-database Features,
Analytical Tools and Extensions. There will
be some flexibility as to when the teaching is
scheduled, however it will be two sessions
of 3 hours each per week.

For a job description and application form
please contact:

Human Resources
Private Bag 90114
Invercargill 9840
Phone 032112606
Fax 03211 2620
e-mail hr@sit.ac.nz

Applications close 20 July 2012

T

Senior or 3rd Year Hair Stylist
Full or Part Time

Wages plus commission negoliable

Busy Friendly Salon




up Ul UUsIISs ICsLIls dgallisl a4
tree, he said.

The passenger suffered severe
bruising and burning to her
neck, chest and stomach, had a
sore upper back, cut on her left
toe and bruised ribs, he said.

Judge Macdonald said Pad-
don told police he was stupid for
not stopping, which was an “ex-
treme understatement”.

Paddon’s lawyer, Richard
Smith, said Paddon’s driving
was horrendous and he had a
clear alcohol problem he needed
to address.

Assault

Joel Thomas Walker, 27, la-
bourer, was remanded to Au-
gust 28 for sentence for assault-
ing a female, assault and
driving while disqualified and
with a breath alcohol level of
884mcg on June 3.

Willem Silas O’Connor, 19, la-
bourer, was sentenced to 40
hours’ community work for as-
sault on July 7.

Rua-Wai Nganetua Mareraki,
24, labourer, was ordered to
come up for sentence if called
upon within gix months for as-
sault on April 4.

A 63-year-old man, with final
name suppression, was ordered
to come up for sentence if called
upon within 12 months for as-
saulting a female on July 14.

Robbery

Jesse Johannis Kolk, 18, was re-
manded to August 28 for sen-
tence for robbing a person of
money on July 1.

Andrew Raymond Robert
Knight, 25, was remanded to Au-
gust 28 for sentence for robbing
a person of money on July 1.

Intentional damage

Amber Georgina Johnson, 21,
beauty therapist, of Lumsden,
was ordered to come up for sen-
tence if called upon within six
months and ordered to pay $150
reparation for intentionally
damaging a door, being unlaw-
fully in a yard and threatening
to injure a person knowing her
conduct was likely to frighten at
Lumsden on April 9.

Theft

Michael John Bernard Johnson,
26, was sentenced to 200 hours’
community work, nine months’
supervision and ordered to pay
$4174 reparation for three rep-
resentative charges of theft at
Darfield between March 2010
and January 20. The court was
told he stole more than $10,000
of tools, scrap metal and stock
items from his employer.

UllallCey Kdadllll yvdlrau, 24,
was remanded to July 24 for re-
ceiving a $300 jacket knowing it
to have been stolen on June 8.

Disorderly behaviour

Scott Clifford Johnston, 24,
driver, of Riverton, was sen-
tenced to 40 hours’ community
work for behaving in a dis-
orderly manner likely to cause
violence and being unlawfully
in a building on April 27.

Driving

Matthew ILeonard Dalmore Ma-
son, 28, vineyard worker, of
Mokotua, was sentenced to 125
hours’ community work and
disqualified from driving for 15
months for driving with a sus-
tained loss of traction and with
a breath alcohol level of 820mcg
on June 29.

Mathew Charles Cockery, 17,
farm worker, of Oreti Plains,
was fined $250 and disqualified
for six months for driving while
suspended on July 13.

Daniel Alan Baxter, 26,
farmer, of Paretai, was sen-
tenced to six months’ com-
munity detention, 100 hours’
community work and disquali-
fied for 12 months for driving
carelessly and while disquali-
fied at Winton on June 12.

Kanyn Peter Eastley-Rautahi,
19, was sentenced to four
months’ community detention,
100 hours’ community work,
ordered to pay $3018.75 repar-
ation and disqualified for 12
months for driving while dis-
qualified and with a breath al-
cohol level of 926mcg on June 3
and unlawfully taking a vehicle
between May 25 and 26.

Poihippi Michael Dean McIn-
tyre, 42, fisherman, of Mabel
Bush, was sentenced to 12
months’ jail and disqualified for
18 months for driving while dis-
qualified and with a breath al-
cohol level of 1011mcg. He was
convicted and discharged for
making a false statement,
namely giving a false name and
personal details, on May 26.

Drink-driving

Richard James Alty, 18, farm
hand, of Isla Bank, was fined
$550 and disqualified from driv-
ing for six months for driving
with a breath alcohol level of
598mcg on June 24.

Nita Poihakena Jackson, 42,
shed hand, of Winton, 601mcg
on July 14. Fined $550 and dis-
qualified for six months.

Tongatuki Aaron Smith, 32,
was remanded to August 28 for
sentence for driving with a
blood alcohol level of 134mg on
April 6.
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on site Free quote

't'rﬂé ‘Managing Direc-
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Invercargill Truck !

Servicing Ltd
MORRIFIELD ||
Waikiwi
INVERCARGILL
210 CLYDE ST, INVERCARGILL 4739403
Ph/Fax 214-4262 CHILD CARER wanted to
(021) 511-535 mind 5 month old in our
home Mon, Weds

mornings, Would best suit
(semi) retired woman with

Situations Vacant R o
(021) 280-0085. 4739851
ACCOUNT MANAGER

Bearing Replacements Lid is a Southiand based

business who sells industrial based products to the

g_fricmnml. Engineering and other related indus-
s,

We are seeking the services of an Account Manager to
join our small team whose main focus will be ta drive
sales and deliver value to our customers both in the
field and in our store. The position will be measured
b{ sales and mfll‘rgéntarge!s so critical to the role is the
ability and confidence to seek out new clients and
opportunities as they arise.

KEnowledge of the ind is not a pre-requisite,
however the successful app t must be a true sales
professional while dealing with our vaiued clients and
other stake holders in our industry. Your communi-
cation skills will be excellent and you must be
adaptable and be able to work unsupervised at times.
In refurn we offer a competitive packaﬁev meluding a
company vehicle, a great team environment and
further opportunities for the right person.

f’lease send your CV and covering letter in confidence

0:

Bearing Replacements Ltd
Attn: Louise Rae
PO Box 5088
aikiwi
Invercargill
or email: bearingreplacements@xtra.co.nz

4726576

Administrator

Elerberts Trangsport Limited
Herberts Transport is a rural transport operation based in Edendale.
Herberts Transport specialises in carting stock, bulk, general product
and bulk sowing. This is a sole charge position suited to someone with
a good all-round knowledge of how an office operates.

Woe require someone who:

* has experience in office administration — Accounts Payable
and Receivable

» has an excellent telephone manner

* s organized, efficient and able to prioritise a range of tasks

* has high tevel communication skills and the ability to work
accurately under pressure and meet deadlines

» can demonstrate professionalism and discretion

» has attention to detail, is able to follow instructions and
also show initiative

 has a good sense of humour and enjoys working
with a wide range of people

o is experienced in using Microsoft Office products

This is a permanent, full-time position.

To apply please send youar CV (a:
Ann Britton, Herberts Transport Limited.
P O Box 1104, Invercargill 98.40)
Email: ann.britton@hwr.co.nz

Applications close Wednesday 25th Joly 2012

Sell it in...

classifieds

phone 211 1101
or 0800 classy | 0800 252 779

unicadiiiar:
To af y, pleas& send your CV and cover'mg letter by:
31 2012 to Melissa Rees, HR Advisor, at
melissa.ress@konicaminolata.conz.

4737035

South Port NZ

Dairy Warehouse Administrator
Permanent Part Time

Due to an increase in warehouse activity we are
looking for a suitably experienced administrator to
join our dairy warehousing team.

Reporting to the Dairy Warehouse Supervisor, you
will be responsible for the day to day administration
functions required to support the efficient operation
of the warehouse. This is a part time role of 25 hours
a week. There will be a requirement ta increase these
hours to cover annual leave from time to time.

The successful applicant will form part of a team
involved in the efficiept handling and co-ordination of
dairy product through the warehouse.

To succeed in this position you wilf require the
following skills:

e Strong computer and spread sheeting skills

» Experience in use of inventory management systems,
preferably SAP or similar

e Excellent communicator

* Proven planning skills

e Ability to achieve deadlines

A schedule of duties for this position can be
obtained {rom:

Joan Sutherland 03 212 6009

Email jsutherland@southport.co.nz

4738588AA

Applications close at 5 pm on Friday, 27 July
and should be addressed to:

The Cargo Operations Manager
South Port NZ Ltd
PO Box 1, Bluff 9842
Or email jsutherland@southport.co.nz

10 the Adverusing manager, :éis POSILON S lagspulmm

for developing, enhancing and promoting sales of display

advertising in The Southland Times and fis-associated

community newspapers. This rofe also acls as regional
manager for our weekly community newspaper, The Eye.

Key responsibilities are:

« Attainment of advertising revenue targets

+ Ensuring The Southland Times and its associated products
are first cholce for advertisers by maintaining and hundm%
successful relationships with key customers, presenting
clients and developing new business.

. Leadinr% and motivating the display advertising team and
supporting and assisting in the development of skills,
providing an environment that fosters individual ﬂ:owm
and recognition, ach through assistarice with training,
coaching, dual calling and follow-up.

+ Developing strategies to increase advertising revenue.

* Providing intelligent reports to advertising and general
mana%ament on client perceptions, competitive activity and
ofher threats.

If you have previous sales experience in a competitive

environment, an excellent knowledge of the media industry,

previous management and leadership experience and have
the ability to motivate, focus and guide others in accomplishing
objectives we want to hear from you.

In retum we offer an appropriate remuneration package and

benefits including superannuation and medical. .

If you think you're our newest team member and want to join

New Zealand's largest media company, connect with us today

at www fairfaxmedia.co.nz/careers by 5pm, Monday 30 July

2012,

Fairfax offers comprehensive benefils
including medical insurance and
superannuation

Fairfax L[GIE

Dowsons

shoes

Dowsons Shoes

A part-time position is currently available in our

Invercargill shop for the next six months. The

position requires a person preferably with some

refail experience or skills and a personality set

tgzat_ will easily transfer to our customer focused
USINess,

The successful applicant will need to demonstrate
a friendly and responsible attitude, along with

trustworthy eredentials, as the applicant will be
trained to assume some key holder
responsibilities.

Please apply with your CV to

Gail Marshall

Dowsons Shoes
cnr of Kelvin and Yarrow streets, Invercargill

4731832

GLOBALBYTE CAFE
Full-time Cafe Assistant required

Experience in Baking & Barista
skills given preference
Icludes some weekend work

Apply with CV - globalbytecafe@gmail.com
4728007

Please phone Lynne in confidence

A/H 03 215 8005 61 027 739 4822

A0 A

Insurance Broker
Support Person

There Is a position avaliable fo join a fiendly

professional team in Alexandia, Central Otago.

If you

* Are proficient in computer applications

¢ have experience with Insurance processing

* have great customer senvice skilis and enjoy
dealing with people

then we would like to hear from you.

This will be a fuldime insurance processing
position,

The successful candidate wil have good
organisational skills to be able fo work within
tirmeframes. Experience in the insurance industry
would be a distinct advantage.

We offer a competitive salary package and wil
provide ongoing fraining and support.

If this posifion interests you, please

forward your C.V. and contact detalls }
fo: (k

Sharon Fisher

Fot furiher information about your canear

w?(:\ Fairfax visit www.fairfaxnz.co.nz/ ilg;(gong%s Com merClOIl

Amembaet of the Fairficc Mocia group and or Sharan@crbroker.co.nz RLIDNG Dhors
( I Connecting and Innovating - a division of Falrfax New Zealand Litad \ oriEaTirien

Reporter

Gore based

Do you rate yourself? If you believe you are a cut above the
rest, The Southland Times would like to talk to you.

We are looking for an individual with real drive and enthuslasm
to fill aur Gore based vacancy, This individual should be
committed to coming up with strong and interesting stories
each day, working closely with our team covering the wider
Southland-Southern Lakes region.

Our staff set a high standard so we want someone with a
proven track record as a reporter who shows flair with copy
and good people skills: Other skills expected include sfficiency
under tight deadlines, flexibility to deal with varying demands
of the position, an excsllent general knowledge and the drive
to continue building The Southland Times as the predominant
daily newspaper in the region.

Our wish list includes:

* an abilify to write brigt;ht and interesting news stories,
backgrounders and features.

* experience in multimedia reporting for websites
* clean copy
+ work to deadlines

* good time management

If you think you're our newest team member and want fo join
New Zealand's largest media company, connect with us today
at www.fairfaxmedia.co.nz/careers by Spm, Monday 30 July
2012.

Fairfax offars compretiensive benefits
Including medical Insurance  and
supsrannuation

For further infoenation: about your carser
wilh Falfax visit www.fairfaxnz co.nz/

Media

)

Cellar Door /-
Service Assistz

Mt Difficulty Wines is fooking for a person to join the Cellar Door
team for wine tasting and sales plus service in the restaurant.

The successful applicant will have an interest in wine, good
communication skills, sound customer service background and
a willingness to learn about the wine Industry. Barista skills are
desirabie but not essential as training will be given.

We open seven days a week, therefore you must be available to
work weakends and occasional evenings for private functions.
Must be able to work during School and statutory holidays.
Shifts are on a roster system that varies from week to week.
Please apply in writing to the

Cellar Door Manager, Mt Difficulty Wines, PO Box 68, Cromwell

or e-mail to Info@mtdifficulty.co.nz 4738230AA

/\
HCL

Henperson ConsSTRUCTION LTD

PAINTERS

—a Henderson Construction. Ltd-s
currently seeking experienced paintérs
to join our busy team g
ah

Please contact Murray on 216 9002
or 027 535 1252 to arrange an interview

78 Otepuni Ave, PO Box 6051, Invercargill, 9841
Ph: 03 216 9002 Fax: 03 216 9005

careers
4 A member of the Falrfax Media group and
G and B adivision of Fairfex New Zealand Limiiod.

E henderson.construction@xtra.co.nz ‘—-
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Venison prices hold firm

Tim Cronshaw

uropean diners are

still selecting New

Zealand venison on

restaurant menus, de-

spite the economic

woes of many coun-
tries on the continent.

The game season had a slow
start in September because of
unseasonably hot weather, with
chefs waiting until conditions
cooled before placing the seasonal
specialty on menus. Deer supplies
from New Zealand start to taper
off now, but European consump-
tion of the festive meat will con-
tinue to run into next month in the
main markets of Germany, Aus-
tria, Belgium and the Netherlands.

Whether venison prices will
stand up to the financial pressyres
next year in the valuable Euro-
pean market appears doubtful at
this stage.

Deer Industry New Zealand ven-
ison marketing services manager

Innes Moffat said venison markets
had performed well for the season
ended September and into the new
season, considering Europe’s
fragile economy in some coun-
tries.

“As we look at the gyrations of
the European leaders as they at-
tempt to grapple with the Euro-
pean crises, that gives us some
concern for the future stability of
the euro. New Zealand exports
aren’t feeling the effect at the mo-
ment but, if it delineates further,
the impact will probably be felt
next year.”

There was still good demand in
couniries with strong currencies
such as Switzerland, which traded
in Swiss francs, and Sweden in
krona, with sales in line with
industry expectations, he said.

“We haven’t seen evidence yet
the threat of recession has led to a
downturn by consumers.”

New Zealand is the world’s
largest exporter of venison, with
85 per cent of its exports bound for
Europe.

About 7 per cent of overall ven-
ison value comes from shipments
to the well-heeled United States
market.

The meat schedule dipped to
$8.85 a kilogram last week for a
55-60kg stag, which is up on $7.90
last year and the five-year, average
of $7.39.

Venison prices were at $9.30 last
month, however, they usually ease
at this stage as export shipments
move from better priced chilled
cuts to frozen products.

High prices for chilled venison
were underpinned by rising re-
turns for food and particularly red
meat, and a large effort by the deer
industry to improve venison’s pos-
ition, Mr Moffatt said.

The price gap between venison
and other red meat has closed in
the past six months, helping to
boost sales, he said.

Farmers have avoided the
roller-coaster ride of 2006, with
prices having remained stable.

Prices typically fall by $1.50/kg
after Christmas. Fairfax NZ

FARM

www.southlandtimes.conz  The Southfand Times

Desired
product:
Demand for
New Zealand
venison
remains strong
in Europe,
despite the
economic
situation.

Photo: FAIRFAX
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Sliver of [eaf enough to have apples rejected

Tim Cronshaw

rowers expecting a back-
lash from the Australian
market opening up for
New Zealand apples
were right, with, one of three
rejected consignments failing be-
cause of a piece of leaf smaller
than the tip of a little finger.

Of the 18 apple consignments
seeking export approval from
Biosecurity Australia inspectors,
another lot was declined because
a thrip was found and another
was withdrawn after a dead leaf-

curling midge was uncovered,
though this would have passed.

Neither material would have
caused the spread of fire blight
disease, which the Australians
have used as a reason to ban Kiwi
apples for the past 90 years. The
market opened up several months
ago after the World Trade Organ-
isation riiled against the disease
argument.

Pipfruit chairman Ian Palmer
said the discoveries were not good
enough, as it had only given Aust-
ralian opposition politicians more
ammunition to oppose the trade.

The tough inspections by

Biosecurity Australia were fo be
expected as they were under
heavy criticism from politicians,
he said.

“[In] one lot which failed the
leaf matter was only 6mm by
2mm and that’s the tip [of a small
finger] and that’s the reason for
the rejection. The problem is
neither country has an agreement
on what trash is and we need to
seek more clarification on trash
because at the moment Bio-
security Australia is interpreting
trash as any matter.”

Opposition politicians invited
to the Nelson area three weeks

| COW YARD GROOVING|

[Free Measiire and Qiote!
S TN

arklands &

FIREWOOD & LANDSCAPFING SURPLIES

ago had arrived with a
predetermined view and used the
trip to gain political mileage, Mr
Palmer said.

There was no risk of any of the
material causing fire blight dis-
ease, but it became obvious their
views would not change, he said.

“There will be two ways we
solve that and that is through
time and trade. As time passes it
will be evident to the Australians
there is no risk. There is 90 years
of brainwashing and it will take a
while to undo that.”

The packhouse systems would
be refined to solve trash entering
cartons as the system was too
costly and slow, Mr Palmer said.

Because of the level of scrutiny
only small air freight loads have

been packed of royal gala, jazz
and pacific rose varieties. Only
Hawke’s Bay packhouses are cer-
tified, however, growers from
Nelson and other areas are
preparing to join them after the
March harvest.

The plan to export apples to
Australia through the New Zea-
land Horticulture Export Auth-
ority (HEA) was lost after a vote
last August failed to gain the sup-
port of exporters, even though 73
per cent of growers were in
favour.

HEA chief executive Simon
Hegarty said the inspection pro-
gramme carried out by Australia
would be the most stringent for
export fruit in the world.

Fairfax NZ
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Charollais sheep sale
first chance to invest

outhern farmers who

want faster growing

and higher yielding

lambs will soon be able
to invest in charollais sheep
genetics.

Charollais Sheep New Zea-
land, which was established
last year by Alexandra-based
consultant Murray Rohloff
and Tuapeka West farmer
Peter Ponsonby and his son,
Matt, will hold its first sale of
halfbred and purebred charol-
lais rams at the Gore A &P
Showgrounds on December 6.

The offering will include
seven purebred charollais

rams, 33 half-charollais rams
vl Al miitakhrnad AlNotrAllats
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Lamb prices likely to settle

Tim Cronshaw

amb at $114 a head is
shaping up for sum-
mer’s peak supply
period, depending on
the European financial
crisis. !

Farmers received more than $8
a kilogram for their lamb last
week, as meat processors sought
stock. Supplies are tight ahead of
the rush of lambs expected in the
next few months.

This price will adjust as more
lambs come onboard, with Silver
Fern Farms expecting a meat
schedule payment of $7/kg by
Christmas and about $6.50/kg in
mid-February, when Easter
shipments to Europe end.

Silver Fern Farms chief execu-
tive Keith Cooper said the $6.50/kg
was a good price, with an average
17.56kg lamb valued at $114.

“Our competitors would say
lamb would be over $100 in the
peak season, so if you take
$6.50/kg, that is $114.

“The only difference is we are
talking farmer language and by
and large that’s not a bad result.
The $8/kg is too high and that’s
purely driven by a shortage of
animals. Once things settle down,
it will track down to $7/kg and
$6.50/kg in the peak season.”

Mr Cooper said the meat indus-
try needed common sense to
return.

Europe was in a “tight” position
because of its financial crisis.
Farmers had hit the premium
point of the British market and
should not be too bullish, he said.

Beef + Lamb chairman Mike
Petersen said these prices were
unheard of and farmers should not
expect the market to repeat last
season’s rise during January and
February, when prices normally

adjust as lamb availability .in-
creases.

“I would not suggest what hap-
pened last year will happen this
year. We started with a $6/kg lamb
and it strengthened through the
season. My experience is we will
be back to a level pricing and I
think we will see prices ease as the
season gets into full swing.”

Mr Petersen said market funda-
mentals were “very strong”, even
though parts of Europe were in
financial difficulties.

“This is not just a one-market,
onhe-cut story for us. The lamb
story is across all markets and
nearly every prime cut, com-
modity cut and co-products are up.

“That’s the thing that gives us
confidence in the foreseeable fu-
ture and it looks positive.”

Mr Petersen said he was in Brit-
ain earlier this month and the
European economy was a mess,
but the lamb market was solid.

“We need to remember we are
not trying to sell lamb to all of
Europe. We are looking at a seg-
ment of the market. Europe is in
trouble, but it doesn’t mean the
people buying New Zealand lamb
are in trouble and they are usually
at the wealthy end.”

Britain had made the most of its
lower currency against the éuro to
export lamb to other European
countries, with its supermarket
cabinets stocking Kiwi lamb.

New Zealand sold 85 per cent of
its almost 228,000-tonne quota last
season because other markets paid
good money for a range of cuts,
and the quota was again unlikely
to be reached this season, he said.

Federated Farmers meat and
fibre chairwoman Jeanette Max-
well said it was disappointing the
best trading conditions in a decade
had coincided with the second-
smallest lamb crop since 1956.

Fairfax NZ

Dairying, profit to drive rise in fertiliser usage

ertiliser usage in New Zea-
land is expected to in-
crease to 3 million tonnes
a year by 2020,

Ballance Agri-Nutrients general
manager sales and marketing
Graeme Smith said the increase
would be driven by more sheep
farms converting to dairy in the
lower South Island and a new gen-
eration of profit-focused farmers.

“It [fertiliser usage] won’t in-
crease at a great rate,” Mr Smith
told farmers at the Otautau You N
Lamb Festival on Thursday.

Current fertiliser usage was 2.5
million tonnes, which was just
under the annual maintenance fig-
ure of 2.6 million tonnes.

Mr Smith believed about 2.7
million tonnes of fertiliser was not
being applied in New Zealand hill
country.

“As these farmers intensify and
increase carrying capacity and ap-

ply more fertiliser, then there is
money to be made.”

Customers in 2020 were likely to
be more more educated and
knowledgeable about the fertiliser
industry, but more demanding and
less loyal to their co-operatives,
with an increased focus on farm
profitability, Mr Smith said.

There would be fewer family
farms, farm sizes would increase
and there would be more corpor-
ate and overseas owners, he said.

“We will also see a greater use

of farm management companies.”

The new generation of farmers
would also have more powerful
decision-support tools and the
technological advances of self-
drive tractor, robotic milking, and
high-speed internet.

Mr Smith said the challenges
facing the industry were improv-
ing water quality and reducing nu-
trient losses and onfarm costs, as
well as meeting the demand for
more sustainable production of
food.

Persuasive:
ANZ Bank
chief econo-
mist Cameron
Bagrie, left,
with Otautau
farmer Ken
Taylor and
Ballance Agri-
Nutrients
general
manager
sales and
marketing
Graeme Smith
at the Otautau
YouN Lamb
Festival last
week.
Photo: DIANE
BISHOP/
FAIRFAXNZ
625920671

Farmers told to lift their game

ANZ Bank chief economist Cameron Bagrie pulled no punches at the Otautau You
N Lamb Festival last week. Diane Bishop reports.

he sheep industry can’t

continue to shrink its way

to success, ANZ chief eco-

nomist Cameron Bagrie
says.

“The issues we've had for years
are still the same and the underly-
ing weaknesses still remain,” he
said.

Mr Bagrie made no apologies for
exhorting farmers to lift their
game at the Otautau You N Lamb
Festival on Thursday and told
them they had five to 10 years to
put the industry right.

To achieve that they had to ac-
cept change and do things
differently.

He used a hangover as an
analogy. “How many times have
you told yourself you're not going
to go out and do it again?”

Mr Bagrie said there were “far
too many” players in the meat in-
dustry and that voluntary consoli-
dation was the only way forward.
“As masters of your own destiny,
you [farmers] have the control.”

His main bugbear was co-
operatives, because they lacked
synergy across the boards, which
was key to running a successful
business, he said.

“You need a diverse range of
individuals with a range of skill-
sets. You need the debate and

creativity you get with diversity,
but I don’t see it.”

Mr Bagrie believed some people
in the industry had been around
“too long” and that the meat in-
dustry lacked visionary leaders.

“We need young, smart, driven
people but where are they?”

He also believed co-operatives
should retain more of their
earnings and focus more on re-
search and development, branding
and building new markets.

“The attention needs to shift to
medium-term earnings.”

Mr Bagrie also said farmers
needed to focus less on farming for
the lifestyle and more on profit.
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Permanent lock down to
all hunters if entry
vandalism continues,
writes Emma Carle

BUSTED locks, some shot open,
and now rammed gates. It's the
last straw for Tapanui’s Ernslaw
‘One forestry staff,
Fortnightly, they have had to
replace vandalised equipment,
costing them thousands of
dollars, and they think it's been
done by poachers,
And if it doesn’t end it could spell
the end of hunti in the
company’s forests for good.
Ernslaw One forestry supervisor
Roger Mariu said it was an
Ongoing problem, which had got
progressively worse since all
entrances to Earnslaw One
forests were gated off about 18
months ago,
That had to be done because of
e being eaused to expens-
ive machinery, petrol being
stolen, and in times of high fire
risk it was the only way they
could police who went in and out
of the forest.
The company allows deer and
pig hunters in its 10 blocks at the
Wweekend, but they had to apply
for a permit and would then be

sent a combination number for
their given block which changed
every week.
“It doesn’t cost
Mariu said.

anything,” Mr

Damaged: The most re
busted toilets,

| stra

cent damage (a rammed gate and

or pried open,

“We do wonder why they hreak
in, when they can be there
legitimately, when they can get
in for nothing,”

Either the damage had been
caused by people who didn't
have a hunting permit at all or
people who had missed out on a

permit and therefore didn’t have
the combination number for
entry and were still attempting
to gain access,

Aside from the inconvenience
and expense for the forest
company, hunters legitimately
in the area were put at risk if
there were additional people
shooting,

Contractor Barry Proudfoot,
who usually found and fixed the
damage, said padlocks cost $100
each, and some gates required
outside help, which all cost

o o S

e et S L &5y <
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Busted: Ernslaw One forestry supervisor Roger Mariu with locks that have been busted from forest gates — either shot

would cost thousands,

Mariu said if damage
continued there was potential for
them to lock the forest down

completely, with no hunting
allowed at all.

“We would never want that to
happen.”

Tapanui Police senior constable
John Mawhinney said he had
en prosecuting poachers in the
forest for years and he expected
age was more likely fo be
caused by them, and not peaple
who had permits,

They planned to increase
surveillance, including instal-
ling cameras, which again

money.
r
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Diane Bishop

airlight Station is a

particularly challenging

property to farm.

It is prone to long dry

summers and cold winters and
is exposed to the prevailing nor west
wind but manager Simon Wright has
transformed it into a profitable sheep,
beef and deer unit.
Simon and his wife Lou took over the
management of Fairlight in 2003 and
were charged with overseeing a major
deer fencing project and sourcing Red
hinds for the American-based owners
Doug and Mari Harpur who also own
neighbouring Cainard Station.
Fairlight, which is situated halfway
between Garston and Kingston, carries
almost 2000 Red hinds, of which 400 are
artificially inseminated (AI) each year
with Deer Improvement genetics and
1500 weaners.
Simon explained the closed herd policy
on Fairlight and how it protected the
deer from the threat of in-coming
diseases at a recent deer industry focus
farm field day. He aims to achieve high
12month growth rates in his weaners
with a focus on early fawning, culling
dry and wet dry hinds and those with
poor temperament.
“There’snothing worse than dealing
with grumpy animals,” Simon said.
The completely deer-fenced property is
made up of 420ha of productive flats and
930ha of hill country which comprises
650ha of developed and semi-developed
land.
A tour around the property gave field
day attendees a rare look around one of
Southland’s most historic high country
farms —the hub of which is the Fairlight
homestead built in the 1860s by Captain
John Howell, who founded Riverton, and
is listed with the Historic Places Trust.
Deer are only one part of the equation at
Fairlight which also carries 1800 ewes;
130 hoggets, 237 mixed-age cows, 63
rising two-year-heifers and 180 rising
one-year steers and heifers.
Most of the steers are finished at Forest
Creek Station, up the Rangitata Gorge,
which the Harpurs also own, while the
lambs are sold store in a dry year.
All stock classes are successfully
integrated within the confines of deer
fencing and shuffled around according to
their pasture requirements at various
times of the year.
The mixed-age hinds are wintered and
fawn on the hill country while the AI
hinds fawn on the flats where Simon can
keep a close eve on his top genetics.
The fawns are weaned pre-rut which sets
the hinds up mating and ensures they
are in optimum condition for the winter.
The hinds were currently scanning
about 90 per cent at stag removal which
Simon hopes to improve on.
“A lot of dry hinds are turning up early
in the set stock mobs,” he said.
Simon supplements the hinds with
barley pre-weaning and finds this is an
excellent management tool.
“I get a good feel for how the animals are
doing because they will come up to the
vehicle and you can pick up problems
easily,” he said.
A major issue has been the high
embryonic losses in the rising-two year
hinds, which occurs between scamming
and fawning, and this is currently being

High achiever: Fairlight Station manager Simon Wright
is focused on achieving high 12 month growth rates in
his weaner deer.

Classic: The historic Fairlight
homestead was built by the founder
of Riverton, Captain John Howell, in
the 1860s.

WARD & SINCLAIR LTD

PANEL BEATERS

Cnr River and Ashton Streets, Gore

e Spray painting
® LTSA repair certifier @@ Phone Now!

. . pecialists in insurance work
e Auto dismantling

° Sclvage

Phone 03 208-6006 24 hours SR
| WWW.WARDSINCLAIR.CO.NZ

- Managed by Simon and Lou Wright
since 2003

- Owned by North American Red deer
farmers Doug and Mari Harpur

- The 1750ha property carries
- 1950 mixed-age Red hinds
- 1520 weaners

- 1800 mixed-age ewes

investigated. - 130 hoggets

About 90 per cent of the spikers are - 237 mixed-age cows

killed before Christmas at an average £ g y

S7kg carcass weight, though Simon - 63 rising-two-year heifers

hopes to lift this to an average 60kg in Inquisitive: A nosey young Red deer on - 180 rising one-year steers and heifers

the future. Fairlight Station.




> Central Otago

Poachers first
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prosecuted

By LYNDA VAN KEMPEN

TWO successful prosecutions of
poachers this week should send a
4 message the activity will not be toler-
ated, Alexandra police and land-
owners say.

_Two Cromwell men, Kieran Bruce
Wilson (25) and Blair Adam Allison
(23), appeared in the Alexandra Dis-
trict Court on Thursday and admitted
. a.charge of hunting wild deer on
' Matakanui Station without the per-
| mission of the landowner.

4 Wilson was convicted and
L discharged, and Allison was fined
$250.

“Wilson was also sentenced to 40
- hours community work for possessing

a gun without holding a firearms

licence.

They were the first prosecutions
since an anti-poaching ftrespass
scheme was launched in Central
Otago in October.

“Tt is a timely reminder to others
~ engaging in this type of ecriminal
" activity that their continued behavi-
. our will not be tolerated by land-

owners or police,” Detective Sergeant
| Liz Williams, of Alexandra, said yes-
| terday.

Another hunter had also been
served with a trespass notice, she
said.

The initiative was launched in Cen-
tral Otago through Alexandra police
and was also adopted by Constable
Paul Mander, of Omarama.

Under the scheme, property owners
grant police the authority to issue
trespass notices to people found on
theiriand without permission.

The trespass notice includes not
just that property, but lists all Central
Otago and upper Waitaki properties
in the initiative.

Since the launch, 29 farmers have
delegated authority to the police. Most
properties being large, the actual land
mass from whieh  prospective
poachers were trespassed was sub-
stantial, Det Sgt Williams said.

—merses e

under scheme

“These landowners will be making
formal complaints to police when they
locate poachers on their property, and
those people can expectfto be
prosecuted and their firearms
licences revoked.
~“In addition, they will be served a
trespass notice from all of these farms,
and face further action by police if
those trespasses are breached.”

Approached by the Otago Daily
Times for comment on the initiative,
Matakanui Station owner Andrew

Paterson said he hoped the united

front by landowners would deter
poachers. '

“The united front gives us another
tactic up our sleeve. It’s the old story
with the poachers: a few people spoill
it for the rest.”

The problems were caused by
people who were on the property
without permission.

“We've had incidents of people

driving on to our property at night, |

leaving gates open, driving through
paddocks during lambing, disrupting
the stock, and driving over Ccrops
before we cut them, leaving wheel
marks.”

Mr Paterson was pleased with the
prosecutions and hoped it was a sign
the initiative was paying off. The more
farmers who became involved, the
more successful it would be, he said.

Det Sgt Williams said farmers in
Cromwell, Alexandra, Omakau,
Millers Flat, Roxburgh, Ranfurly,
Omarama and Tarras had joined the
scheme, :

“The aim is to get as much coverage
as possible so poachers can't just
move from one property to another if
they get trespassed.” .

Poaching was a big problem in
Central Otago, she said. n

“This is a big step towards getting
these people [poachers] on the radar
Police can’t be everywhere SO We Ve

invited the community to help us. be

our eyes and ears, and identify owl
problem areas.”
Eynda.uan.kempen@odt.co.ﬂz

| Jury out |
on need

for new
-game body

Scot Macl(ay 1
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A new national body has been
created to manage game animals,
but How it will function and the
impact on southern hunters is yet
to be determined.

Yesterday, Conservation Minis:
ter Kate Wilkinson announced the
Game:Animal Council would man-
age thar, chamois, deer and wild
pig. s
The cguncil essentially relieves

' the Department of Conservation of
the onus of managing the animals’
impacts.

| However, conservation groups
and hunters have mixed thoughts
about what the council will do and
what it can achieve.

Southland Conservation Board
chairman Robin McNeill did not
see any benefit for Southland con-

| servation land nor hunters.

The Department of Conser-
vation worked well with hunters
in the south to manage deer, such
as wapiti numbers in Fiordland,
so there appeared to be litile,
reason for the council, he said.

“For deerstalkers things are
pretty good right now in South-
land,” he said.

Forest and Bird.-says the
council’s focus could be only on
certain areas, such as elite trophy
animals rather than ordinary
ones, -ahd that could undermine
the foeus on the impact on conser-:
vation land.

However, Tiordland Wapiti
Foundation president Roy Sloan
said he was a big supporter of the
council becatise it gave hunters a
voice in how game was managed.

The council will have 11
members and its scope will be set
out under a new act to be intro-
duced to Parliament this year.
| Funding is expegted to come

from a levy on the export of trophy
heads from New Zealand; with
| Crown funding of $100,000 in the
first year and $50,000 each year
thereafter.

-
—amd

scot.mackay@stl.co.nz




Following the advertisement,
calls have been received by ifs
authors and the Times by many

Results compiled by DOC and
independent contractors indicae’
a 99.5 per cent reduction il
bossum numbers. All birds being
tracked were still alive and any’
birds found. dead had not died.
from the poison.

No rat or steat tracks were.
found in the 240 fracking tunnels

“Everyone is entifled to their
opinion - [but] the results speak
for themselves.” Mr Bishop said.

Southern Earth Environmental
Coalition member Tamsin Scott
could not be contacted for conk
ment,

“fveryone is entitled to their opinion - [but], the

results speak for themselves.” people in support.
o _

Bizhan However, DOC 1080 programme

i o leader Colin Bishop said the
DOC 1080 programme leader claims all carried misinformation.
DOC was required to close the
picnic area for four months follow-
ing the drop and used the time to
put new drainage pipes down, he

The Department of Conservation
is rebutting dozens of claims
posted in a full-page advertise-
ment in The Southlond Times
yesterday that it was misleading
the public about a recent 1080
drop.

Anti-1080 activist group the
Southern Earth Environmental
Coalition paid for the advertise-
ment that tells “The Untold
Stories” of the 1080 drop in the
Waitutu Forest in October.

The 50-tonme drop was carried

Hauroko, which was used as the
operation site to load the poison
into hoppers carried by heli-
copters, was ploughed to bury
dropped 1080 pellets.

The advertisement also claims a
photograph used by DOC that
shows a possum and rat preying
on chicks in a nest is setup.

out by DOC over 25,000 hectares of
the southwest Fiordland forest to
target pests in the area that are
killing threatened flora such as
mistletoe and animals such as
kaka. :

The advertisement claims a pic-
nic area at Thicket Burn in the
:Lilburn Valley, near Lake

said

Results of the operation were
to be reported to the public soon
and, while that was not a rebuttal
to the[advertisement, it should

clear the issues up, he said. scot.mackay@stl.conz:

‘Keep eye ou
being set lo

f)

ose in wild

Sam McKnight

Concern is gowing among environ-
mental agencies about the deliber-
ate release of animals in South-
land.

Environment Southland _senior
biosecurity officer Dave Burgess
said populations of fera] pigs and
deer have spiked in some parts of
the region, but outside their typical
territories, indicating “illegal
liberations”.

Under the council’s regional pest
management strategy, the release

deer can attract fines starting at
$5000.
Wild pig releases also carry a

maximum $50,000 fine nnder the
Wild Animal Control Act.

Concerns arose from reports by
farmers in the Catlins area of new
populations of feral pigs, he said.

One or two pigs could inflict sig-
nificant damage to a paddock or
native vegetation and wildlife in a
short space of time, Mr Burgess
said.

There was also anecdotal evi-

dence that it was happening in
other parts of the province, he said,

wxeleases should

council, the Conservation Depart-
ment and the Animal Health Board.

Southland  TB-free committee
chairman Mike O'Brien said that.
while wild pigs Were not targeted in
the Animal Health Board bovine TB
programme, théy acted as an end
host,

In some cases they could be a
good indicator of the existence of
the disease in wildlife, he said.

The committee did not condone
the illegal release of pigs into the
wild and all sightings of pig
be reported im-
mediately, Mr O'Brien said.

decline of some species such as
native snails.

Environment Southland, the
Conservation Department and the
Animal Health Board are calling
for the public to report any
suspected illegal transport or re-
lease of feral pigs and deer.

Mr Burgess said that, while it
could be difficult for people catch
anyofie; in the act of illegal
releases, e asked landowness to
be vigilant and report any sus-
picious activity.

i Information can be provided
confidentially to Environment

The concern is shared by the Pigs can also contribute to the Southland on 0800 768845,

orlt_;:a'g:scportmg live feral pigs or

-

%E Fiordland Wapiti Foundation welcomes the announcement

Game Animal Council security for hunters

Recreational hunters have been responsible for 70 kilometres
of predator lines to control stoats and rats, in
partnership with Doe. They have just released
13 Blue duck ducklings back info Fiordland.
Recreational ~ hunters  are responsible  for
managing the animal numbers in the Wapitiarea
of Fiordland. Over the last six years recredtional
hunters have funded the removal of almost 5000
non Wapiti type deer; that is a major commitment
by _E!;lem said Roy Sloan

the Minister of Conservation Hon Kate Wilkinson
and the United Future Leader Hon Peter Dunne that
- @ Game Animal council is to be formed. It has been
" along time coming said Roy Sloan, President of the
Fiordland Wapiti Foundation.

The Foundation have been managing the effects
that deer have on the environment of Fiordland for
SIX years now for conservation and recreation, but
under the current set up between recreational hunters

taken away with the stroke of a pen as this type of
management is not supported by legislation. But the
concept that the Game Animal Council brings to the
table will give us, the Foundation and recreational
hunters some security and conservation will benefit
from that as well, said Roy Sloan.

[ IE_.

ok focus for the council will be managing hunters -
ere has been a misconception that a Game Ei?){dsliﬁnhg;??:ﬂ;daﬁom interests said Roy Sloan. i
Animal Council will have a negative effect on We congratulate the Government and United |

conservation but if you look at the work recreational hunters Future on this initiative.

are doing in the Wapiti area of F iordland this expels that theory. 13 o |2cs s )
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Five years ago a group of southern
businessmen started a strategy to promote the
large-scale killing of heavyweight elk. Scot
MacKay catches up with a director on the

latest developments.

armers South Island-
wide are enjoying the
benefits, of increasing
prices for heavyweight
deer after a Southland-
based business begun
killing on its own terms.
Farming isn’t an edsy business
but wjth some hard work and good
luck, a change in kill prices for
heavyweight elk has made life
much easier for many deer
farmers.
It’s all thanks to a small group of
businessmen.
Tom May and three others in-
itially wanted .

tasty, it was being used for things

such as stir fry cuts, Mﬁl\@‘y—-
e '1
e

said. ety

Large-scale meat processors
were paying just under $6/kg for
beasts that weighed between 45kg
and 65kg at the peak in 2005 —
about $1 less than those animals
that weighed more than 100kg.

The reason was the smaller cuts
of meat were what the market de-
manded.

However, many elk farmers re-
lied on the sale of velvet to make
their businesses profitable and elk
were not velveted until they were

about two years

to find a way to
get better
money for their
heavyweight

elk through a
strategy that
marketed the
meat domestic-
ally, _but in-
stead went
straight for the

old, when most
‘had a hook
weight of more

than 100kg.
Enter the
strategy and

ergo Supreme
Elk NZ, a group
of men from
various back-
grounds includ-
ing farming, ex-

selling to . port and com-
Europe. n H pany manage-

M May is 2 We were being penalised e Wi
director of Su- fOF owemelght carcasses soon realised if
Zealand 4 +»+(because) the works clk meat was
Zealand, a - more  widely
group of busi- didn"¢ know there were used, then the
G oy, CROUGh animals out there e broce
SUbEles. x to make it worthwhile to  Siaer ~ xining

wei : i

el?{a‘ifinisgn to CI.Il."IeaVIEI' meat 5 (SO) we i)ig%igb?glmals
Nesr ZE decided to raise the profile " “we were be.
an inter- " ing penalised
national mar- of e_lk, meat. forg overweight
kets that is re. O[Tt ¥ W carcasses ...
sponsible for i [because] the

the commercial killing of deer, in
Gore, from all over the South
Island,

The group was formed
: i when the
Men realised elk farmers waye eot..
tpiless monay for Hheir hacoe

works didn’t know there were
eniough animals out there to make
it worthwhile to cut heavier meat

- (so0) we decided to raise the pro-
file of elk maat.”’ Mr May said. -

11O A ossimbs e e 4

Elk plan pays off
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conjunction with the New Zealand
Elk Wapiti Society.

However, in the meantime the
group stumbled on a much easier
way to promote meat and
coincidentally a hidden gem in the
form of Clover Export — a rela-
tively small-scale meat processing
plant at Gore.

The plant is known for its kill-
ing of large beasts, such as horses,
and Mr May said its switched-on

nection to Buropean markets,
saving the group the time and
effort of creating the market itself,

After some modifications to the
plant that cost about $75,000 at Su-
preme EIK NZ's expense in 2006,
Clover Export killed 1200 elk in
the first year — a loss for the group.

But, ‘with more support in the
second year 2800 elk were killed
and with the expansion into a
WiderEironoa ki o s s £ |

year from all over the South
Island.

Clover general manager Peter
Hishon said the best thing Su-
preme Elk NZ could have done
was go out on their own away
from the mainstream Kkillers and
find their own market.

“What they achieved by doing
their own thing is help the heavy-
weight animals,” he said.

Ny T I e 1 st

Looking back, Mr May said tiie
group could have done things a
lot'easjer if it knew what it did
now and as a result of setting up
the killing plant in Gore the need
for Supreme E]k NZ has dimin-
ished. '

However, jt will remain regis-
tered for the years to come just

se problems arose.

Ca“%‘llljere isnrllsot much need for us

11 T rmacre oo

Pt |

A TomMay
Big beast: Deer farmer Tor
Wa%ches over his prize 5-year-old
elk Mayfield Magic, near Winton,

ek.
58 WPehoto:JOHN HAWKINS 625106119



Sam McKnight

The occupants of a privately
owned helicopter observmg a
deer-recovery operation in Fiord-
land got a closer-than-expected en-
counter with their subject after
their machine crashed.

The Robinson R22 helicopter,
with a 64-year-old pilot and
55-year-old passenger on board,
crashed about 10km northwest of

the northern tip of Lake Hauroko
hear the Burn Hut about 8am yes-
terday.

Acting control manager Ser-
geant Fred Shandley, of Inver-
cargill, said only the passenger
was injured in the crash. He
received minor injuries.

Few details are known about the
occupants of the downed aircraft
except that they are both males
and come from Warkworth, north
of Auckland.

Fiordiand

the ground the occupants of the
other aircraft were on the scene in
about 10 seconds.

Pilot Paul Baxter, of Tuatapere,
who was believed fo be on board
the second helicopter, did not
want to comment yesterday.

The Civil Aviation Authority
has been notified and its spokes-
man Bill Somme¥said that, while
it would Hot conduect a field inves-
tigation, inquiries would be made
to determine the cause of the

crash. That would include a report
from the pilot and any other
people and agencies involved; he
said.

Mr Darlison said the crashed
helicopter was to be removed from
the site yesterday afternoon or
today.

He expected the hehcopter
would probably be written off be-
cause it sustained significant dam-
age from the impact.

sam.mcknight@st_l.co.nz

The injured passenger was
flown out of the bush to a waiting
ambulance at the Lake Hauroko
carpark and taken for medical
treatment.

Mr Shandley said early indi-
cations showed the helicopter
struck trouble while it was hover-
ing about 15m above the ground,
observing a second helicopter that
was on the ground carrying out a
deer-recovery operation.

The helicopter spiralled out of

‘Farmers hopé for another strong
velvet season in Southland

Scot MacKay

eer farmers are hope-
ful for another good
year of velvet sales as.
the price for the prod-
. uct holds strong.

it :*Farmer David Stevens sa1d
G ,v.elvet had been fetching reason-
able prices for the past two
seasons and with a steady num-
ber of deer farmers in the mar-
ket he expected that to con-
tinue. ‘

~Velvet was paying about
$90/kg last year and $100/kg
at the upper end this year
and ‘while it was still too early
to tell, a similar price was
expected next year as long as
there was little product hanging
over from the current season,

’)-'z 2_[2ci)

It will be similar to last
season, which was a
good year. If the volume
stays the same it should
be a good year."

David Stevens

he said. “It will be similar to
last season, which was a good
year.

“If the volume stays the same
it should be a good year.”

The season, which runs from
about Christmas until late win-
ter, began slowly because of a
hangover of stock, but it was
selling well through the system
, he said.

. Farmer Peter Allan said he

&1

was hopeful for another good
season but it was dependant on
the Korean and Chinese mar-
kets, which were the major
investors in velvet.

Farmers were beisg treated a
bit like banks at the moment
with buyers leaving the velvet
with them until it was needed
instead of taking it in advance,
he said.

This meant it was not selling
that fast, but was similar to the
last season.

“Koreans are a bit hesitant to
buy - probably half our volume
in the current season has sold,
which is same as last year.”

It was hard to tell how the
next season would go but he
hoped the Asian markets would
be strong. :
scot.mackay@stl.co.nz
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Hellcopter crashes in

control and struck the ground,
landing on its side, he said.

The reason for the crash had not
yet been ascertained, Mr Shandley
said.

Constable Malcolm Darlison, of
Tuatapere, said the plummeting
helicopter fell into the same clear-
ing just metres away from the sec-
ond aircraft.

While he had not been to the
crash site, Mr Darlison-had been
told that once the helicopter hit
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Tramper brushing teeth when shot by hunter

John Edens and agencies

The partner of Lower Hutt teacher
Rosemary Ives was standing be-
side her when she was shot dead
by a hunter.

They were brushing their teeth
at a bush campsite near Turangi
when a hunter mistook Ms Ives,
25, for a target. :

The NZ Deerstalkers’ Associ-
ation said the hunter was believed
to have been shooting from the
road on a moving vehicle and was
illegally spot lighting.

Ms Ives’ partner tried desper-
ately to revive her for more than
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an hour after she was shot in the
head on Friday night at the De-
partment of Conservation’s
Kaimanawa campsite.

“He was just not giving up. It
was so emotional for everyone
there. They were just camping for
the night and then this,” Youth-
town Trust Rescue Helicopter base
manager Hendry de Waal said.

The Ives family have friends in
Te Anau, her mother Margaret
lives in the Catlins and father Mal-
colm lives in Nelson,

It is understood Ms Ives’ mother
moved from Cromwell to the
Catlins.

Deerstalkers’ Association presi-
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dent Alec Mclver said the hunter
who shot Ms Ives was illegally
“spotlighting” and shooting on
public land, but he couldn’t con-
firm that until he had more
details,

The ‘“terrible accident” had
tarnished the reputation of all
hunters, he said.

“Just like people getting behind
the wheel and driving a car when
they’re drunk and killing someone
= it just takes a few idiots to make
the majority look bad.”

Ms Ives’ family gathered in Nel-
son last night. Her aunt said they
were “still reeling” from the shock
of her death.
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She described her niece as a “vi-
brant, beautiful, caring young
woman” who was hugely valued
and loved by all those who knew
her.

Ms Ives taught maths and sci-
ence in Lower Hutt at Wa Ora
Montessori, whose principal Jan
Gaffney yesterday described the
young woman as “an amazing per-
son’’.

She started her first fulltime
teaching role in February and
worked closely with her pupils,
Ms Gaffney said.

The Montesorri teaching pro-
gramme allowed Ms Ives to com-
bine a love of teaching and the
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outdoors, she said. “We just loved
working with her.”

Ms Ives was a keen tramper
who enjoyed camping and rock-
climbing with her partner, she
said.

Ms Gaffhey said the family was
devastated dealing with a tragedy
S0 unexpected and out of the
blue.

“You'd think when you're in a
camping ground you would be
fine,” she said.

A 25-year-old Hamilton man was
charged with careless use of a fire-
arm and is expected to appear in
the Taupo District Court on
November 3,
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