yesterday.

i | He was referring to a report
== that, following a meeting with
1 Fepresentatives of the New Zea-
{land Deer Stalkers’ Associ-
- ation, in Wellington, Mr El-
worthy said he would
reconsider holding the shoot,

Mr Rodger, who is organizing
jan illegal shoot, claimed the

Minister was creating a smoke
screen to take people’s interest
away from the issue.
{ He had not definitely said a
| trophy shoot would be organized
. 'and would fool around until it
{ was o late for anyone to do
(auy' thing, he added.
: Good News

_ Hitdideventuate, Mr Rodger
. said it would be very good news
«and he would be the first in with
. his application.
He said he doubted it would
| come to that because the Min-
 ister would be admitting it was
a mistake to have put a stop to
i the trophy shoot in the first
place and this led on to it beinga
mistake to take the wapiti out of
| the park

Wapiti Hunt
R ow”ﬁﬁ’lares g

The Minister of Lands, Mr Elworthy, was
creating a smoke screen by
reconsider allowing a wapiti trophy shoot o be
held in Fiordland National Park, Wanaka
recreational hunter Mr Alan Rodger said

agreeing to

oneblock, 4 baiiot would be held

the tradition in the past.

Mr Rodger said he did not
wish to break any fire-arm laws
as he would if he went ahead
with an illegal shoot.

He believed very strongly in
the proper use of firearms but
he also felt very strongly about
this wapiti issue, he said. ;

Mr Rodger has aiso reterrea
the wapiti issue to the Chief Om-
budsman in Wellington for in-
vestigation.

He said he had taken this step
because he believed the re-
location venture was an inter-
ference with animals that _be-
longed to New Zealand people.
Chiel Ombudsman, Mr
George Laking, was not avail-
able for comment but a spokes-
man for his office said commu-
nications had been received
from Mr Rodger.

Mr Laking would have to de-
cide whether the affair was
within his jurisdiction and he
might then carry out an in-
vestigation, the spokesman

Mr Rodger said he was con-

tinuing with his own plans to or-
ganize an illegal shoot.

Teday was the final date for'
<% People to write to him. About 40
i had shown their interest, either,
by letter or by telephoning.

o Letter !

Early next week Mr Rodger'
said he would sending out a let-
ter to those who had written to
him, setting out the implica-|
tions of participating in such a
shoot and asking them to in-'
| dicate which blocks in the wa- |
: gﬁ area they were interested

T there were too many for

B L L e

er with a three-barrelled net gun used in the wapiti capture
opersfion. ; i

..... g

&

Shooter Jeff C

said.

v

| Two

in the same manner as had been |

i

. Invercargill

Wapiti Herd

Sir, — I would fike (o reply to “Nature
Lover’s’” comment that “Deer are just
a5 large a threat as the rabbits, if you
leave a pair yousoon have a hundred.""

Deer generally have one fawn, some-
times two a year. Rabbits can have an
average of six young every 31 days, or
approximately 60 a year. His statement
does not add up.

Deerstalkers help keep the deer and
wapiti numbers down.

What about his statement that ‘‘doing
away with the freedom of boys getting
pocket money, a weekend occupation.”
You don’t make money hunting in the
park, it can cost you a small fortune in
transport costs alone.

To get a rifle permit you have tobe a
certain age, not a boy. A lot of the “‘mil-
lions of tourists” look at the park
through a bus or car window. Sorne will
walk the well-defined tracks like the
Milford Track, but only “the boys get-
ting pocket money,”’ fishermen and
trampers will walk the rest of the park.

If the deer are removed the tracks
will cover up and “Nature Lover” will
need a chain saw to get into some of that
counjry.

= €2 , Flordland for Wapiti
Sir, — If Mr Alan Rodger and other

- deerstalkers read the Royal Forest and

Bird Protection Society’s report, ‘‘Deer
and the Resulting Devastation in New
Zealand"' (1979), they might begin to re-
alize that wapiti and other introduced
herbivores certainly do not ‘‘belong”’ in
Fiordland National Park, nor any other
native reserve. They are not a part of
New Zealand's heritage, but a threat to
it.

Karen Reach

FSpent Night

e In Open

A misplaced capture net delivery left two
Te Anau men unhurt beside their downed

helicopter in the Cameron Viountains area on

Thursday night.

The pilot, Mr Kim Hollows,
and shooter, Mr Malcolm Whee-
ler, were reported missing to
the Te Anau police shortly after
midnight.

A Mount Cook. Airlines air-
craft made a high - level search
of the Lakes Poteriteri and
Hauroko areas soon after and
lecated the helicopter’s beacon..

The downed helicopter's
lights and two signal fires were
sighted. '

Another Alpine Helicopter,
piloted by Mr Bill Black, flew in

about dam yesterday and picked |/
up the two men, wWhe were not |
injured in the crash. !

Invercargill police last night ||
undersiood the helicopter was|
forced to land after a weight
from one of the capture nets
flew into the retors.

A mechanic was flown in yes-
terday. Herepaired the helicop-
ter and it was then flewn back to
Te Anau. f

The helicopter was put down
near a river which feeds Lake
Poteriteri.

This took in the Cecil Peak,
walter Peak and Mt Nicholas
' |stations and was similar to the
! |animal’s native habitat,

| Mr Jones said the MP for
Wallace, Mr D, A. Angus, would
be bringing this up at caucus
next week and hie would support
vhim.

From his -understanding of
what. the wapiti capture con-
.sortium was doing, there was no

. 'way it was going to be able to
| Ibring all the wapiti out of Fiord-
,fland Natignal Park in two
|vears. he said.

Wakatip _
- For Wapita

' The Fiordland wapiti should be relocated in the high count
MP for Invercargili Mr N. P. H. Jones, said yesterday.

That would be iike trying to
get the last rabbit.

Mr Jones estimated it would
only be able to recover about
ore-third of the animals.

Once this two-year operation
was completed the consortium
should continue to take out the
red deer and hybrids, but leave
the remaining wapiti for the
recreational hunter

. Reducing red ‘deer numbers
would allow the wapiti herd to
remain relatively ‘pure.

The relocated wapiti herd in
the area south of Wakatipu

u Site Advoc/az

ry area south of Lake Wakatipu, the

could be offered as a tourist at-
traction, Mr Jones said.

A tourist could buy a licence
for about $2000 and this would
allow him to shoot one animal.
No helicopters would be permit-
ted, and access would be by foot
or on horseback.

The only thing that would be
required 1o Keep the animals in
the area would be a deer fence
running from behind Kingston
across the mountains to Ma-
raroa, he said.

He had discussed the idea

ted

and others and he thought *‘even |
the forestry and lands people
would agree it was sound.” |

Referring to the decisian to
relocate the wapiti, Mr Jones
said he had been annoyed when
he heard it had been announced.
He had been led to understand
no final decision had been
made. i

However, the decision ob-
yiously had been made and then
kept a secret until after the
election.

it was ‘‘sneaky’’ and poorly

with the consortium members

handled, he said.-
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- Wapiti Trophy Shoot

In April <4k

trophy sheot in the Fiordland National Park.

The long-established annual
shoot was cancelled last year,
and a programme to relocate
the wapiti- outside - the park

started on January 1.
i However, the moves drew
‘much criticism from recrea-

tional hunters, and a Wanaka
man was prepared to organize

what would have been an illegal
shoat, if necessary.

Yesterday, the Minister of
iLands and Forests, Mr El-
| worthy, announced that the usu-
al rrophy shoot would go ahead.
{t would run from April 91030,

Advertisements  will be
i placed in daily newspapers im-
and applications
from those wishing to take part
in the shoot will have to be in by
March 8.

The shoot wili be organized in
the same wav as in the past with
blocks being balloted out, the
Minisier's press secretary, Mr
Gyles Beckford, said.

.~ Those who applied last vear,
buf were told noshoot was te be
held, would have to reapply.

Both the wapiti deer capture

cansortium, participating with
the Crown with the relocation,
| and the New Zealaad Deer Stal-

{ kers* Association had been con-

| sulted, Mr Beckford said.

They were happy with the sit-

The consortium would contin-
ue its operations in the wapiti
area until the beginning of the
trophy shoot but they would be
suspended from April 9 to 30.

The Minister made his deci-
sion after having discussions
with the Deer Stalkers’ Associ-
ation earlier in the month, Mr
Beckford said. |

He told the association he
would go back to his depart-
ments to investigate the feasi-
bility of holding the shoot.

He did this, and the answer
was ‘‘Yes," Mr.Beckford said.
It was hoped the deerstalkers
would view this as a sign of good
faithin the Government, which
was acting in the interests of
both deerstalking and the wa-
piti.

It had been decided last year
not to hold a trophy shoot so the
wapiti area in Fiordiand could
be spelied in preparation for
any relocation operation that
might be decided on.

The joint Government-con-
sortium venture was sub-
sequentiy announced, in the
face of vocal opposition from
deerstalkers and recreational
hunters.

The decision to hold the
trophy shoot was greeted with
mixed feelings by a Wanaka

uation.

Mr Rodger was organizing an
illegal shoot, but had said he
would not go ahead with it if a
legal shool was planned.

He reiterated this yesterday,
but said the Minister’'s move
was “‘crafty.’”

The date of the trophy shoot,
he said, was such that the con-
sortium would have “‘the pick of
the roar and the hunters will be
left with the scraps.”

Between April 9 and 30, there

{would not be too much roaring

going on. It would largely be
over, Mr Rodger said.
However, it was still better
than nothing, and he would be
putting iu an' applieation.

~ He 8aid he would also write to
the Minister and ask that those
who were prepared to under-
take an illegal shoot be given
preference.

It was pressure from these
people that was largely raspon-
sible for the decision. By allow-
ing the trophy shoot, the Min-
ister was admitting a mistake.
Mr Rodger said he would be
interested to see if he was *‘big
enough’’ to admit that the deci-
sion to relocate the wapiti was
also a ‘‘blue.”

The national vice-president
of the New Zealand Deer Stal-
kers’ Association, Mr J. C.

recreational hunter, Mr Alan
Rodger. ‘

Bamford, said he was ‘‘quite

anged tack yesterday and announced that recreational hunters and
deerstalkers would be given what looks like being one final opportunity to take part in a wapiti

pleased”’ with the Minister’s de-
cision, but added: "I hope that
he doesn’t think he wiil fob off
the hunters by giving them this
trophy shoot and hoping they
will keep quiet about the re-
location."””

Hunters would fight the re-
loc_:tion proposal to the end, he
said.

Mr Bamford hoped hunters
would have the integrity only to
shoot those animals for which
they had a licence.

titled to shoot one wapiti bull,

sortium operating this year, it
was possible the shoot would not
include red deer,

I wouldn’t have any argu-
ment with that,”" he said.

In the meantime, the MP for
Invercargill, Mr N. P. H, Jones,
said he and the MP for Wallace,
Mr D. A. Angus, would be ap-
proaching the Minister about

| ofofe. Wapiti Herd

r

In the past, hunters were en- |!

and also red deer. But Mr Bam- |
ford said that with the coa- |

relocating the wapiti on high
country south of Lake Waka-
tipu.

They had decided to do this in-

with the issue, Mr Jones said |
from Wellington yesterday.

If they “'got no joy™ frota the
Minister, then they would take

it to caucus, he said.

stead of going straight to caucus |

Sir, — I am of the disillusioned feeling |
that the Fiordland -National Park be- '
longs to Mr C. J. McFarlane and the
board members, with comments from

Mr McFariane like *‘you blokes are per-

sistent.” He appenrs to be avoiding the
opinions of the deerstalkers associ-

ation, big game hunters assoclation and

recreational hunters who are the most |
regular users of the park.

As reported in The Southland Times,
Januury 26, 1982, the wapiti issue wason
the board's agenda. The protesting
hunters were not themseives the sub-
ject of discussion leaving it clear in my
mind that the Southiand Nationel Parks
and Reserves Board members are fail-
ing in'one of their duties to the public by
ignoring publicopinion. 3

I also wonder how many of the board

‘members are like Mrs Blair Robbie,

who suggested a meeting with the
deerstalkers’ association to discuss the
issue because she didn’t understand
what the hunters were objecting to.
Sir, I am utterly disgusted with the
decision by the Minister of Lands, Mr
Elworthy, for giving the go-ahead to re-
move wapiti from the park as he earlier
stated that further investigation s re-
quired by himself about the whole pro-
gramme, but at the same time giving
the go-ahead for the consortium to start.
on New Year's Day when all Govern-
ment offives were closed and would be
for some time, making it impossible to

| receive any objections.

As no other site has yet been chosen, 1
suggest a heavy cull of red deer in the
“now wapitl blocks™ and put them, the
Improved wapiti, back where they have

, already acclimatized in the Fiordland

Natlonal Park and manage them
wisely.

R. J. Pickett
Otatara —

X B 23
Few Hitches
In Deer
Slaughtering

Commissioning trials at the
Mossburn deer slaughtering fa-
cilities last week went ‘as well
as expected.”

The regional meat veter-
inarian with the Ministry of Ag-
riculture and Fisheries in Dune-
din, Dr A. A. Rosenstreich,
attended the trials to check that
the premises complied with the
Game Regulations 1975. °

He said yesterday-the trials
had gone ‘‘as well as expected.”
About 50 head had been slaugh-
tered in one day. .

However,. Dr Rosenstreic
said he would return to Moss-
burn next Monday to have an-
other look at some minor prob-
lems. d

An export licence would be is-
sued in due course, he said.

The facilities are in-
corporated in a game packing
plant operated by Southern
Lakes Venison Packers Ltd.
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A misplaced capture net de-

livery was not the reason why',

Wapiti Herd 3¢/ /s
Sir, — The current controversy re-
garding the transfer of wapiti from
Fiordland National Park is of interest
to our society and I would like to com-
ment by way of your column,
The Forest and Bird Protection

Soci‘éty holds to a policy which reeogﬁ
nizes the absolutely unique nature of

two helicopter deer recovery
operators had to down their ma~
|| chine in the Cameron Moun-
tains, the the Fiordland Naiton-'
al Park, on Thursday night’
| according to one of the men in-"
'| volved. L
.| The pilot, Mr Kim Hollows: -
and his shooter, Mr Malgcilrﬂ é
Wheeler, downed their helicdp-

QH“’ Sheep in Park

" i jofc=Wapiti Herd

| Sif, — I am a member of the Royal
Forest and Bird Protection Society and
a recreational bunter. I do not go aloag ,
with the society’s policy on the extermi-
nation of wild game in New Zealand. I
am concerned for the youth of New Zea-
land as this extermination will not give

£
5
3
g
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g
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C 13£\FOR SALE £
CRI LBREEDINGSTAGS
We have a top selection of NZ

Wapiti, NZ Wapiti Hybrid and -
NZ Red stags for private sale.

vouch for, after being a regular camper
over 20 years up the Eglinton. The group
of beech trees that used to give us shade
and sheiter do not exist anymore, the

VR et .”

3 reasons being that sheep have either re- New Zealand’s native forests — forests Hiese peqgle: tke Cence Iﬁ mh?cpl; With slaughter getting under beaficrs g mkident WRTLO
% stricted s satural vegetation of the, At have syulved since the Mesosoicin | | preciate and develop the: skills wi way high quality stags are vital D ler said yesterdhy
% trees by browsing on the growing seed- | the complete absence of any mammal | are needed to travel safely a ergb&k.u. Hppoktascs fon TNk St e, | Pt i Y?tsed angl
lings, -or destroyed the seedlings by eXcept two species of bat. Because of joyment throughout our wond - defined turns. MAKE YOUR SELEC- that the deer :BBS nenill o)
o their constant tracking from one clear- this uniqueness, we New Zealanders country, beyond the well-defi TION AT CRIFFEL. it pelied fres, profeie”
o ing to another. - haveanobligation toall succeedinggen-  ‘tracks. ihe' Contact Wrightson NMA Alex- iz o e e
- 1 expect for the same reasons the €rationsto maintainatleasta represen- Recyeational Imnting taught me the sodra N, - Sowing s Noos S S s the last two InchewBl"
2 edgeof the whale bushisrecedingasthe  [3tive portion of our original forest with | value of the flora and fauna in the re- business, After Hours 7654 or e lastlagv s hesaid

3 e homn i as little influence from recently in- mote parts of New Zealand and without Southiand Farmers Co-op, In-|. one of tl'lermcn-trmltf?t.ms e
4 fringe species being particularly paia- troduced (on an evolutionary scale) the incentive to shoot deer 1 am sure vercargill C. Erskine 81-928 The two men Ao

bring their machine down. _ ..
, mNeither was injured in the'in:,
= | cident, and the helicopter w_?.s
For this reason I now feel that I canbea | repaired and flown back to T¢ |
worthy member of the RFBPS and still Anau on Friday. S
feel that there is room in our national i
parks for the deer and wapiti.
Another Nature Lover

that I would never have ventured into
the wilder parts of our 'cmmtry thus
missing out on much that it has tooffer.

plants and animals as possible. Our na-
tional parks aim to fulfil this role of
preservation and our society supports
any move which aims to maintain or im-
prove it.

The operation to remove some of the

table to sheep are grazed out. There
were some enclosures at Totara Flat
that clearly showed the difference be-
tween the land being grazed arid that '
not. For some reason the fences around
these enclosures have been allowed to
become dilapidated.

Recent suggeStions made by Mr
McFarlane about the sheep helping to
manage the long grass are quite naive
as any farmer could have told him.
sheep will not eat long rank grass when
there are alternatives such as broad
leaf. It is interesting to note that he!
doesn't mention how sheep bring rag-
wort and so on into the park.

Finaily the other reason that Mr
McFarlane gives for the sheep to stayis
that they help to control the fire risk,
This makes amusing reading as after
Just spending two weeks in that locality
it rained on 13 days. -

Dunedin

business, After Hours 78-097. 7
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that he wondered if the board
was over-acting to Mr Jones's
opinion.

He said that Mr Jones’s opin-
ion carried no weight just as if
he himself was to express an
opinion.

“I‘ think we’re overacting,
and keeping it in the public eye.

even normal fencing in this ter-
rain during winter, and escape
of animals te neighbouring crit-
ical areas is hiighly likely,”" Mr
McMillan said. i
Vegetation

Mr McMillan said that be-
cause of the board’s interests in

wapiti from Fiordland, of course, is not
- capable of removing all the deer in the
“‘shei.” The prime aim of the operation ; —
is to provide a herd capable of produc- S e e e S e R | Bfle =R
° °
portant location. We believe this tobe a W a 1 tl
step in the right direction which aims to
given to the native environment of argill, Mr|tectinicai officer, Mr Neil
Fiordland National Park. szto;[n}‘:::s sugéest- McMillan, said he was'*‘a bit
. . - ]
animals is ultimately more important In view .of Mr Jones's state-
than the need o pmﬂde rﬁ:rﬁaﬁm’ | lucation of Fiordland wa-| ment suggesting the area for re-
paiti, has concerned the

Five Finger

area, and for the foreseeable future the MaSlEe]
ing the desired “‘trophy”’ animals else- ~ t tl t D ° ]
protect the interests of the hunters as -‘L 95 <2 : B .
Our society believes that the need for concerned’’ to see the com-
ing a site near Lake| o
hunters with the prospect of an animal location, Mr McMillan said it

hunter will always have a chance of a ]

Where in some less environmentally im-

wel! as to improve the protection being’ Comment made by thie |mittee yesterday, the chief

this protection for the native trees and ments by Mr Jones.
Wakatipu for the re-

head. was felt the board should ask to

A. D, Gambie Southland Catchment| e .;nyited before any firm de- Lna?i_';}g:’ni:oguz?;tgﬁg’gg lc;:)tg‘: The less said the better,” he
Secretary RFBPC Soc Board. cision is made. standing general policies of Wa. | 319" \
Southiand . Mr Jones had suggested that | «The statement — that the |ter-and Soil Organization on| On the recommendation of

the wapiti should be relecated in | op}y thing that would be re- | noxieus animals there should be | Mr McMillan the board will ask

the Minister of Lands, Mr El-
worthy, to ensure that the board
is consulted before any com-
mitment is made to liberate wa-
piti in the Southland catchment,
or any adjacent district.

the high country area south of
the lake taking in Cecil Peak,
Walter Peak, and Mt Nicholas
stations. L
Reporting to the catchment
board soil conservation com-

quired to keep the animals in | no doubt that the board ‘‘has a
the area would be a deer fence | very real interest in any pro-
running from Kingston across | posals.” ; ‘

the mountains to Mararoa —| Mr K. Prior, the conservator
shows a lack of appreciation of | of State forests in Southland
the difficulties maintaining gvl]n sits on the committee, said




_dates

This was the warning sounded
by the president of the New Zea-
land Deerstalkers’ Association,

Mr Jehn Henderson, last night.

{ Mr Henderson said after the
iation learned of the

itrophy shoot dates (April 9 to

Jzn) last week, it approached the

office of the Minister of Lands,

Mr Eiworthy.

A case for changing the dates
was made on two grounds.

The first was that by April 9
wapiti bugling was virtually
aver. makine i nuch more dif-
ficult for ¥ °rs to secure
[|trophivs .. MeT years, the
‘| shoot had always begun around
\March 22, Mr Hendersen said.
" Hunters could not be ex
{ pected to spend hundreds of dol-
lars travelling from over the
country to the park wapiti &rea
if it wes unlikely that tey
would secure a trophy.

yr Henderson said &ss0d-

‘‘But we have been given {c
understand by the Minister’s
secretary that he will make no
amendment to those dates,’” he
said.

If that was the case, the asso-
ciation did not want to be a par-
ty to ‘‘conning hunters” into
)taking part in a shoot that was
inat a proper trophy shoot.
| 1f deerstalkers then decided
‘to take action of their own, it
would be *'very unfortunate’’ to
have to invoke the usual dis-
ciplinary procedures. :

Mr Henderson said it was up
to the Minisier to change the
shoot back to around March 22,
and to move the consortium,
helicopters out a week before it
began.

“Insult”

Meanwhile a Wanaka recrea-
tional hunter, Mr Alan Rodger,

shoot dates ‘‘an insult to hunt-
ers,” and said feelings were
running high.

Nr Redger said he was afraid
hunters might, because of their
frustration, poach in the wapiti
blocks around the end of March.
1f that happened a ‘‘very dan-
gerous situation’’ might eventu-
ate. 4

tion, he was considering organ-
izing an unofficial shoot.

Mr Rodger said he had
planned to carry out such a
shoot before the official shoot
was announced, and had al-
ready  canvassed hunters
arpund the country.

“He also wrote to Mr Elworthy
vesterday, asking him to
change the shoot dates, and had
been in fouch with the Chief Om-
budsman, Mr George Laking,
who is o enquire into the whole

last night cailed the trophy

to give them a fair show.""
Disrupted

the trophy shoot began. -
That would mean

Henderson said.

ation members were *‘very ub
set'’ because it seemefi the sgs-_\
tem this year was not *‘desi gned |

A second factor was that the
wapiti relocation consertium
would be ceasing their helicop-
ter gperations only a day before

the wapitl
‘area was still disrupted, Mr

On these grounds, the associ-

wapiti relocation venture.
Anoiher recreational hunter,
Mr Warren Taylor, said last
inignt he bad no intention of tak-
ling part in an offisial shoot,
H Beard Blamed
Mr Taylor said he understood
the consortium had had no ob-
jection to an earlier date for the
trophy shoot, but that the South-
land Parks and Reserves Board
had pushed for as late a date as

| possible.

But the board’s chairman, Mr
C. J. McFarlane, denied that it

In a bid to avoid such a situa-|

had been invoived with the tim-
ing of the shoot.

The shoot was a matter to be
decided by the Department of
Lands and Survey, he said.

A consortium member, Mr

Evan Meredith, said iast night |

the consortium' had not made
any conditions about the shoot,
but had simply been informed of
it.

" " The trophy shoet was entirely
the business of the Crown and
the deerstalkers, Mr Meredith
said.

“If the Crown changes the
dates we can't object,”” he
added

Earliest Possible

The Commissioner of Crown

Lands in Southland, Mr Jjoe

Harty, said the April shoot:

dates were the earliest possible
dates that could have been se-
lected.

They allowed the minimum
time necessary for advertising,
and processing of applications,

A ballet would have to be held:

and the successful applicants
given reasonable notice so they
could make arrangements for
the shoot. :

Mr Harty said he could appre-
1ciate that the shoot ‘‘was run-
ning a little late. But I don’t be-
lieve that it is too late.”

It would be difficult and con-
fusing to change the dates now,

he said.

Wapiti Shoot Dates
e Unacceptable

The organization of this yéar’,s wapiti trophy shoot has been “hurried and haphazard,” the
ted are unacceptable, and hunters may now vent their frustration by poaching wapiti
from Fiordiand Natignal park. ;

17 apiti Herd

ir,— In regard to the wapiti issue, I
feel the decision to remove them from
the park has been made with unneces-
sary haste. I believe the wapiti should
be left where they are for a number of
reasens. i ‘

1. Itisaremote area of the park hav-

ing its own natural boundaries thus no
expensive fencing and maintenance will
be required to retain the herd. "

2. The herd has already acclimatized
to the Fiordland conditions, weather
and terrain. ]

3. They do not cause any threat or liz-
bility to any other life in that area. As,
for the takahe, they are programmed to |
be relocated on Maud Island early next !
year. ;

4. This area provides the ultimate
challenge for hunters, many of whom
come from all parts of the world to hunt |
this unique herd.

Itis my opinion that the red deer herd
should be reduced heavily over the next
two years through recreational and’
commercial huanting in preparation for |
the return of the improved wapiti herd. |

Jock
Wap{tqi/ I&iﬁ%

Sir, — Mr Murray’s statements re-
garding stoats (11.2.82) would be cor-
rected and/or answered if he referred
to the articie by Dr C. M. King published
in your paper on November 27, 1980.

It is interesting to note that neither he
nor any of the other correspondents who
support the retention of the introduced
wapiti (or wapiti-type animals) in

Fiordland National Park has endeav-
oured to counter the interesting factual
information regarding the true: re-
lationship of wapiti and other deer spe-
cies with New Zealand's natural heri-
tage which was contained in the letters
from Messrs Henderson and Collett
(12.1.82), “Conservationist’” (21.1.82),
and Karen Roach (1.2.82). (Could it be
that they are unable to do so with any
accuracy or authority and hope that by
ignoring it. it will be forgotten by all
your readers?)

As to the statements that wapiti were
a gift from (then) President Theodore
Roosevelt, my information is that this
“gift"" was made on the prompting of an
English big game hunter and only on the
basis that a number of rare New Zea-
iand birds and lizards were to be sent to

{ the United States of America. *

As far as the practicalities of manag-
ing wapiti-type animals in Fiordland is
concerned, is it not correct that the New
Zealand Deer Stalkers’ Association had
the opportunity to do this when it con-
trolled shooting in the ‘‘wapiti area” in -
the 1950s and 60s; and failed miserably?
Indeed, wasn't it this failure that led to \
the cull operations undertaken by the
(then) Fiordland National Park Board
in the early 1970s being both necessary
and economically possible?

Finally, is it not correct that:

(a) The cull operations undertaken in
the early 1970s were promoted and con-

" trolled by the (then) Fiordland National

Park Board with a few people who, in
some cases, happened to be members of

© the New Zealand Deer Stalkers’ Associ-

ation, assisting the species identi-
fication? . 3

(b) These operations were
vehemently opposed by the New Zea-
land Deer Stalkers’ Association itself,
and especially its (then) president, who
I understand is currently serving anoth-
€er term.

W. J. Cooper
Invercargill

-~ -
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majority of visitors to the park never

ation had asked Mr Elworthy to
change the trophy shoot dates.

- ——

Minister Rf:
Issue '//*

Sir, — Mr Elworthy's statement on
having received irreconcilable fi_e-
mands for the retention of the wapiti in
Fiordiand and their removal lacks any
sort of clarification. -

The demands to have the wapiti re-
tained in Fiordland came from and are
supported by 98 per cent of the whole of
New Zealand. The demands to have the
wapiti removed came from less than 2
per cent of the population who represent
an anti-deer and wildlife movement and
most of whom live in Wellington and
Auckland and would be hard pressed to
find Fiordland on a map.

Does Mr Elworthy support a signed
statement by his predecessor Hon V. S.
Young: “In reaching its decision the
Government had regard to the content
in the submissions made to it rather
than the numbers received.’

1 believe that 2 per cent of the coun-
trv's population are entitled to their
opinion, but it is outrageous that they
should be allowed to run the country and
stand in for the government.

Peter Glaister

§2.

Paretai

PS: In referring this letter to Mr El-
worthy it should be noted that the fig-
ures came from a survey of the wapiti
petition 1980.

[Asked to comment, the Minis_tgr of
Lands, Mr Elworthy, said: “The irre-
concilable demands over the presence
of the wapiti in the Fiordlasd National

lies on Wapiti

Park have been enumerated, many
times before. Briefly the two positions
are, support for the herd’s retention in
the park because it is a valuable and
unique recreational hunting resource,
and on the other hand, calls for the wa-
piti’s removal because they conflict
with national park values, compete with
rare native birds and damage vegeta-
tion. It should not be forgotten that pro-
gressive hybridization with red deer
will inevitably lead to
appearance of a pure wapiti strain.

I doubt that Mr Glaister could really

_ support such a sweeping generalization

that 98 per cent of the whole of New Zea-
land supported the retention of the wa-
piti in the park. Certainly such a claim
cannot be supported on the basis of the
number who signed the wapiti petition.
In my experience those who support the
removal of the wapiti are certainly not
“anti-deer and wildlife”” and are not
confined to Wellington and Auckland.
Mr Glaister confuses the situation

further in quoting my predecessor, the |

Hon V. S. Young. The quote was in fact
made in relation to public submissions
received on forest management plans,
many of which were xeroxed standard
form letters prepared by one of the lob-
by groups. However, on all issues the
Government must have regard not only
to the number of submissions but also
the content.”]

Sir, — On watching the botanic man
on TV on Monday night, it must now be
quite obvious to many that we can't

blame the poor old wapiti for eating the

the dis- |

takahe out of house and home — 8 met-
res in length of droppings a day, I'd say
he’s done a pretty good job himself.

Pooch

Te Anau

Wapiti Herd

Sir, — After protesting outside’ the
Southland National Parks and Reserves
Board’s mieeting on January 25, I sat in
on the meeting with my fellow hunters.
The silence at times was like Fiordland
today. Mr Jack McKenzie was the only
memper for the wapiti to stay in the
park, the Federated Mountain Club
members did not support him. I was so
pleased to hear Mrs Blair Robbie sug-
gest a meeting with the Deer Stalkers’
Association ' to discuss the issue. She
said she did not fully understand what
the hunters were objecting to. It shows
she is interested in what is going on and
she will be a good member on the board.

It would take a page of this paper to
tell her why we object to the relocation
and what has gone on in the wapiti area
of the Fiordland National Park. Her
suggestion was lost for lack of support.’

I have never in my life had to show
such seif-control to keep my mouth

e —

penetrate the wapiti area and remain

.- content to view the sights from the ¢om-

shut. I would have liked to tell the sad
story of the wapiti, the lack of co-oper-
ation and never ever any management
of them in. the park.

I would like to ask Mr J. P. Harty; the
Commissioner of Crown Lands, two
questions:

1. When he said a lot of effort by staff
had been put into the wapiti and staff
content increased to combat illegal tak-
.ing of wapiti, did he ever ask the New
Zealand police to help, and the Forest
Service, through the yearly deer statis-
tics, to find out where the wapiti were
going?

2. When giving a report on reserves,
he reported a fire that went through 3500
acres of red tussock reserve. They had
misjudged the situation, the fire was too
hot and ruined the tussock. Do any
heads roll? Or is it just one more depart-
mental blunder like the management of
the wapiti?

What was a fine herd of New Zealand
wapiti is now spread over many deer
farms throughout New Zealand. A tre-
mendous asset to Southland will be lost
unjess action is taken now.

= Daviq Mackig
Clinton /( L E I
[Asked tofcomiment, the Commis-

sioner of Crown Lands, Mr J. P. Harty,
said: *‘1. No. 2. The management pf this
area is carried out in accordance witha
plan agreed 'to with conservationists
and other interested parties, however, I
agree that the situation was mis-
judged.”'] ;

Sir, — The Fiordland National Park
Board and the Minister, in their deci-
sion to remove the wapiti from the park,
have ignored the historical importance
of the herd in Fiordland. It has played a
vital role in attracting New Zealanders
to remote and rugged corners of the
park. Legendary figures such as the
Murrells, Viv Donald and others hunted
and explored the wapiti area early this
century. The Glaisnock, George Sound
and Lugar Burn are synonymous with
the wapiti herd. In contrast, the vast

o S

~ fort of their coaches and tourist launch-

es. :
A compromise such as that reached
over the Manapouri power scheme
must be arrived at. There has to be an
accommodation between park values
and a long standing, one might say tra-
ditional, recreational use of a relatively
small section of the national park. One
option is that the removal and selective '
breeding go ahead but the wapiti be re-
turned to Fiordland, if need be within
reduced boundaries so as to aecom-
modate the takahe. Wherever they are
reintroduced in New Zealand inter-

~ breeding with red deer will occur. With

a suitable programme of game manage-
ment the wapiti need not, as Karen
Roach suggests, endanger New Zea-
land’s heritage but instead continue to
form part of it. . S :

D. L. McFarlane
Invercargill

Sir, — I was one of the protesters who
picketed the Southland National Parks
and Reserves Board meeting in Inver- .
cargill last week. I am fot proud that I
was one of these men, but I found that
desperation led me to demonstrate, to
show my strong feelings in support of
the wapiti, which have been in the park -
for about 30 years longer than there has
been a national park. The wapiti have
adapted to the National Park environ-
ment as has the environment adapted to
the wapiti.

As the parks board policy for the
Fiordland National Parks is extermina-
tion of all introduced flora and fauna to
the park, is it therefore the parks board
intention to see that all the introduced
brown trout and the blackbirds are re-
moved from the park.

Russell Meikle

Mataura

Sir, — Those'upset by the removal of
the wapiti could take an Elkasellsher.

J. B. Russel
Alexandra




The chairman of the South

Mr B. Pinney, president

ern Lakes Venison Packers Ltd, Mr R. Wilson (left) and
of the New Zealand Deer Farmers’ Association; chat

This was the remark made by

Venison Packers Ltd, Mr R.
Wilson. The company had been
responsible for the building of
the staughtering premises
which will process deer for the
export market.

In his welcoming address toa
large gathering of deer farmers
~ and industry people, Mr Wilson
said that the commissioning of
the plant was yet another mile-

Since

nes had so fa
New Zealand.

The Mossburn deer slaugh-
tering premises was officially
opened by the president of the

the

] industry was
started some 20 years ago, there| Alpine Helicopters Ltd in fund-
had been few complaints from

overseas buyers as to the prod-
uct quality and over 50,000 ton.
r been exported by

ay of the newly-com
her first for

capabie of only 15 deer 3 day, he
the chairman of Southern Lakes | said

Southland.

ciation and Wrightson NMA Ltd
can be congratulated in joining
forces with Wilson Neill Ltd and

ing the deer slaughtering prem-
ises,

Contribution
“All these four companies
have made a great contribution
to date, for which the deer
farmers are most appreciative,

“Each activity is impe
and all are inter-related.
“The deer farming ind

ceed and grow. These
will not tolerate a fragme
industry.”

Mr Pinney believed that
farmers, the feral industry,

e S ———
Deer Slaughterhouse

“* First for Southland

The official opening yesterd
premises at Mossburn was anot

pleted and commissioned deer slaughtering

Together

stone in thelvenisou industry.
Same Site

slaughtering fac

1960.
Mr Wilson, and later Mr Ber-

% opened the premises, both paid
* tribute to Mr Kilgariff and the
work that he had done to estab-
lish an export venison industry
in the south,
The deer industry had come a
long way since its inception, Mr
Wilson said. The modern deer
slavghtering premises had cost
£1 millionand had the capacity
to handle 100 carcasses a day or
60,000 a year, a far cry from the
Tirst prenises which had been

informally after the official opening of the deer slaughter premises at Mossburn
: yesterday.
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Sir, — I would like to ask Southland
National Parks and Reserves Board
members:

1. Do they all know what the recrea-
tional hunters and deerstalkers were
objecting to at their board meeting on
January 25? One member said she did
not fully understand.

2. ow many others are there that did

there are more, shouid not a
meeting with deerstalkers be organized
for the benefit of both parties and the
public?

A board member said at that meeting

that the deerstalkers should get the Na-
tional Parks Act changed themselves if
tuey were not happy. I would like to sug-
vest to that member that our last peti-
Lior on wapiti of over 50,000 signatures
not change anything. What kind of
ciance have ve got of changing an Act?

Those hunters at that meeting were
irving to say they need board members'
assistance and the board has that in-
fiuence needed to assist.

There is growing concern among the
public and I think it is time for the board
to situp and exert its influence in the di-
rection indicated by the public.

0. Milnes

Gore

[Asked to comment, the chairman of
the Southland Mational Parks and Re-
serves Board. Mr C. J. McFarlane,
said:

Over

Wapiti Herd

“l. All board members were well
aware that Mr Milnes and his col-
leagues were objecting to the Govern-
ment decision to remove wapiti from
Fiordland National Park. What was not

sc clear was how the group wailing ‘We
want wapiti’ reconciled their wantg
'with the inevitable loss of the wapiti
'herd through hybridization with red
|deer, if they were left in Fiordland.

‘2. All members had the opportunity
to discuss the matter at the meet!ng.

“3. No.

*‘On January 25 Mr Milnes and the
hunters’ group sought the support of the
Southland National Parks and Reserves
Board in reopening the question of
amending the National Parks Act to
permit the management and protection
of an introduced grazing anmimal in
Fiordland National Park, on the
grounds that the board should respond
to public opinion in this matter. There
is, however, a contrary public opinion
supporting the present Act, which re-
quires that . . . ‘except where the Au-
thority otherwise determines, the na-
tive plants and animals of the parks
shall as far as possible be preserved and
introduced plants and animals shall as
far as possible be exterminated.’ (The
discretionary power given to the Au-
thority permits the presence of rela-
tively non-damaging species, such as
trout, introduced birds, etc, which are
obviously impractical and/or unneces-
sary to exterminate.)

“These conflicting points of view
were expressed by many groups ap-
pearing before the select committee
considering the 1980 wapiti petition, The

results are well known — the weakest
possible recommendation for the peti-
tion, short of rejection, anda clearly de-
clared Government policy for the re-
location of the wapiti.

*“The January 25 protest group, plus |,
letters from various NZDA branches,
did not bring up any new material orar. -
guments that had not already been
thrashed out at length before the select
committee. Under the circumstances,
there was little point in the Southland
National Parks and Reserves Board, a
body charged with the formation of pol-
icy within the restraints of existing leg-
islation, reopening the matter.

““The debate about what should or
should not happen in national parks is,
perhaps, obscuring the matter of wheth-
er it is best to retain and improve the
wapiti herd within an area where game
management is practical, as opposed to
Fiordiand where it is not. The board is
sympathetic to the idea of a new home
where a recreational wapiti herd could
be managed and, at their January 25
meeting, requested the Commissioner
o!menLandsmpassmtomeappro-
priate authorities their wish that the se-
lection of a new area be expedited and
that recreational hunters should be con-

sulted in the selection process,”']

- ———

FIORDLAND NATIONAL PARK

nard Pinney, who officially

[ —

The new plant had been built
on the same site as the original
tory opened b
the [ate Mr P, 'Kti(i?ariff. a pioy-
neer in the deer industry, in

¢

New Zealand Deer Farmers'

“‘One can now count at least a

processors, the marketers

ney.

_ The opening was a great occa-
sion for the deer industry in
Southland, Mr Pinney said, as it

be opened in the South Island.

Italso highlighted the support
given to the deer industry by the
four companies invelved, Wil-
son Neill Ltd, Southiand Farm-
ers’ Co-op Association Ltd,
Wrightson NMA Ltd and Alpine
Helicopters Lid.

Key Role

"Alpine Helicopters Ltd,
through the enterprise of Tim
Wallis, has played a key role
throughout,” Mr Pinney said.
“They pioneered helicopter
deer recovery in the early 1960s,
became involved with Wilson
Neill Ltd in setting up process-

ing facilities and organizing
markets for their preduction of
feral venison and by-products,

“They developed r skills
further into live deer recoyery
by helicopter for supply to the
early deer farms."

Mr Pinney said that both

f— -

Southland Farmers Co-op Asso-
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Association, Mr Bernard Pin-

was the first such premises to

dozen deer farms within a few |the
kilometres of Mossburn, and a
healthy respect for the new deer
farming industry at both local
ang:'i1 national level,” Mr Pinney
said. :

Mr Pinney reminded the
large gathering of the leng pio-

neering tradition (hat is associ- | hall.

researchers, will all be
ter served if they pull togeth
as a united game industry,
At the conclusion of the
ing function, the facilities wi
opened for inspection,
which an informal socia?
tion was held in the M

.ated with Mossburn and ke cited
the cultivation of Chewings fes-
cue in the 1920s and 1830s and
the importation of Charolais se-
men which had established the
breed in New Zealand and gave
the catalyst to the introduction
of many other exotic breeds of
cattie.

“Trese examples and others
show it was not surprising thatl
Mossburn should be pioneering |
in yet another area,” he said.

Essential

There are three main areas of
activity in the game industry,
Mr Pinney said, those of pro-
duction, processing and mar-
keting with research. It was
now essential that all these
areas co-ordinate their work to
ensure that the main objectives

of all are met, he said.

———
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Jates
For Shoot

The Minister of Lands Mr El-

ange

WAPITI TROPHY SHOOT 1982 i

* |A Wapiti Trophy Shoot will be held in Fiordland National Park !

‘from Friday, April 8, 1982 to Friday, April 30, 1982,
Applications will close with the Commissioner of Crown |
Lands at Invercargill on Monday, March 8, 1982 at 10am. Only |

applications received after W

, February 10, 1982 will be |

valid and people having made an application or an enquiry prior

to this date MUST re-apply.

Further information and application forms are available |

from the Department of Lands and

Invercargill (4th floor Menzies Bu

JUnvercargill.

Survey, PO Box 826, |
ilding), Esk Street,

~_—

75572

worthy, will net change the

April 8 to 30 dates for this year’s

wapiti trophy shoot, despite ap-
ipeals from the New Zealand

Deer Stalkers’ Association tado
,S0. his private secretary, Mr
- Graham Grant, said vesterday

‘*A change just isn't possibie
in terms of sheer fogistics,” Mr
Grant said.

The Minister, he said, was
(disputing claims by the deers-
talkers’ association that the
roar would be over by Apri; 9

Although the dates set were
| towards the end of the roar, the

Iroar would still be on. he said.

A second request by the-
| deerstalkers, that helicopter

{operators move out of the wa.
| piti area severzl days before tha
\tropby shoot began, had also
'been refused.

There had been “‘fairly de-
tailed negotiations” with the
Wwapili relocation consertium on

(this \issue, and there was “‘no
ichance'" of reopening taiks, Mr
Grant said.

Under the terms of the agree
'ment with the consortium, oper-
\ators will move cut the day be-
~fore the shoot,

N —




Bobbity On The | |
Wapiti Gﬁéz |
in subject.
. The air around us exerts pressure, and

| pressure,

PRESSURE is an
most of our actions are brought about by |

Then there are the other sorts of pres- .
sure, such as political pressure. Some-
times they are subtle; sometimes they
are blunt. Sometimes they can be seen
or heard; sometimes they are invisible |
or inaudible. The only factor incommon |
is that pressure can always be felt.

Sometimes it succeeds. Sometimes ||
those being pressurized can withstand |

" it, and have only to wait for it to wilt.

All of which is a roundabout way of |
getting to a subject about which there !
has been a lot of pressure lately.

It involves wapiti. Last year, it will |
berecalled, the Government announced
that a wapiti trophy shoot wouldn't be |
held this year while a relocation pro- '|

gramme was studied. |
After the election, the new Minister
of Lands and Forests, Mr Elworthy, an-
nounced that wapiti relocation would
proceed, and the first step would start |
from Jenuary 1. This involved a jolnt |
venture between the Department of |
- Lands and Survey dnd a consortium of
four private operators.
The uproar was immediate, and pres- |
sure applied. The Minister came to Te
' Anau on his holidays and said he would |
look at certain aspects. 5’
In the meantime, the pressure contin- |
ved, particularly from the New Zealand
Deerstalkers Association. This week
. saw the first signs of crumbling. Mr El- ¢
- worthy announced that a trophy shoot -
would be allowed. ‘
How many arimals will still be there '

Comments on

" Of Wapiti=

Sir.— Mr W. J. Cooper, who is a sen-
ior officer with Lands and Survey, has
made a criticism (13.2.82) of Mr Mur-
ray’s stalement on steats, but I vfroul_d
suggest that Mr Cooper lacks any justi-
fication for his comments, unless he
overlooked the article (18.1.82) by Dr G.
M. Orbeli, the man who rediscovered
the takahe.

I quote from that article: “As faras
the birds (takahe) go the wapiti are not
affécting them in any way. The problem
is stoats. Everyone makes a huge fuss
ahout the effect of wapiti because they
can see them but youcan’tseeastoat.”
““They tag them (Stoats) and let them go
to kill'a few more birds."

Let me now put a few facts to Mr
Cooper on his criticism of the New Zea-
land Deerstalkers’ Association. In 1854
NZDA gained management control over
the wapiti area, initiating a selective
culiing programme and data collecting
system for research and management.
While it is true that not enough animals

gwere shot it isalse true that nothing was

being done in the rest of the park which
had any effect on animal numbers.

In %64 a select committee recom-
mended that NZDA. in conjunction with
‘the Figrdiand National Park Board, or-
ganize private hunting in the wapill
area, over a five-vear period. NZDA
tried to manage the herd but the Park
Board wus less than helpful, continually
opposing and frustrating the associ-
ation in its attempts to realize the goal

s

Relocation
.— a herd of pure wapiti of numbers ac-
ceptable to good habital management.
This oppesition continued right to the
present time, with the board even re-
fusing to discuss or take action on a de-
cision by its own sub-commitiee.

It should be remembered that this
was before the days of the helicopter.
NZDA recognized the place of the heli-
copier 2s a management tool and a pro-
posal was put to the board in the early
70s, suggesting management of the wa-
piti area, incorporating helicopters, but
this was rejected. NZDA's only objec-
tion to the use of helicopters was whea
used for purely commercial operations,
instead as a management tool, to re-
move red deer and hybrids.

One of the main contributions by
NZDA to the area. in conjunction with
Forest Service, was the provision of
data to Mike Smith, a wildlife habitat
piologist, for his thesis *“‘Biology and
Management of Wapiti,” published by
‘NZDA.

The obvicus acceptance by Mr Coop-
er and Messrs Henderson and Collett
(board members) of the then Minister
of Lands, Mr V. Young's unwillingness
to agree to the retention of wapiti in

Fiordland Park, and the present Min-
ister's decision (o relocate the wapiti,
indicate that they are supporting deci-

sions which they consider correct. May -~

i ask these gentiemen, if Labour had be-
come the Government in November,
would they now be giving the same sup-

port to a policy which would now be the:
retention of wapiti in Fiordland? Do,

they support & Government policy, or a
game management policy?

Is an interesting point, but the Govern-
ment was given some credit for its ac-
tion by all concerned, even the Wanaka
man who planned to hold an fliegal
trophy shoot if necessary, | L
Deerstalkers pn:em continue their
campaign to stop relocation. They
appear to have virtually lost the battle,
yet the Government has wilted slightly.
As we said, pressure is a most inter-
esting subject. 1t remains to be seen
whether the Government was just re-
" laxing its muscles or whether itis really ‘
having second thoughts. |

It's & ricochet to a bull’s-eye, how-

ever, that there won’t be a trophy shoo
DENCyear: Sr: USRS -~
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DEERFARMERS
DEERFARMERS

THE DIRECTORS AND MANAGEMENT

OF

SOUTHERN LAKES VENISON
PACKERS LTD

MOSSBURN, SOUTHLAND

Southland and Otago Deerfarmers to the official opening
ceremony of the new deer slaughtering premises to be held at the

INVITE

plant at 2.30pm on Wednesday, February 24.

Soofen

71242

-
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NATIONAL RECREATIONAL HUNTING

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ‘
Nominations sought for reconstituted committee

| PURSUANT to Part II1 of the Wild Animal Control Act 1977, nom-*
inations are called from individuals or organisations whose ob-

*| ject is to foster hunting or shooting on recreation hunting areas, |
| for experienced persons to serve for a period of three years on the |
‘| National Recreational Hunting Advisory Committee.

{ The functions and powers of the reconstituted committee shall '

be to advise me on the following matters:

Following the opening ceremony light refreshments will be
served and the plant will be open for inspection by the public.

Messrs Henderson and Collett’s
statement (12.1.82) on the lack of suc-
cess of the wapiti petition ignores the
compeosition of the select committee,
which was Six Government MPs and
four opposition, MPs, chaired by Gov-
ernment, and the vote was six to four
against the petition. Need I remind
readers that the present Government’s
policy is relocation of wapiti, Labour
policy is the retention of the herd in
Fiordland, their habitat since their re-
lease in this country in 1905. The recom-
mendation to the petition “‘that the peti-
tion be reported to the Governinent for
consideration” made sure that those in
power would not be faced with a debate
in the House. .

Mr Cooper should realize that thereis |
little point in replying to a letter from
board members which states “. . . red
deer, the worst animal pest in New Zea-
land.” Rabbits, stoats and opessums
must be feeling rather insulted.

The Southland National Parks and
Reserves Board should take notice of
the wishes of the majority ofthe people
in the area. Board members are in a
privileged position, appointed, not
elected, and they should not abuse the
securityof this privilege by ignoring the
wishes of the majority. :

" John C. Bamferd
Vice President, NZDA
Balclutha RD

—

Wapiti Herd / "/“"

Sir, — Mr C. J. McFarlane’s reply to
0. Milnes, and an earlier letter by
Messrs Henderson and Collet, were
both designed to inform the,public but
left many facts untold. Q{)

. Contrary to what Mr McFarlane

says, it is not inevitable that the wapiti

" herd will be lost though hybridizatjon or

that some form of game management is
impractical in Fiordland.

Are the public aware that in the early
1970s deerstalkers assisted by national
park rangers and Forest Service re-
search personnel carried out a super-

* vised culling operation and proved that '
it was practically and economically -

possible using helicopters to control and
maintain a herd of wapiti-type animals
of worth-while standards in the park for
the foreseeable future, Sure they may
not look exactly like their American re-
lations but they would be an animal
unique in the world — a Fiordland wa-
piti adapted to its environment,

That early success was rapidly and
deliberately eroded away by the Park
Board opening the area to virtually un-
controlled helicopter operations which
resulted in a total reduction of animals
regardless of type.

When it is suggested that deer can be

exterminated from the 1,212,032 hec-
tares of the park it should be noted that

Secretary Island in- Doubtful Sound,
with an area of about 8000 hectares has
been regularly hunted and poisoned
with 1080 since 1975 and though deer
numbers have been reduced, the objec-
tive of extermination has not been
achieved.

Are the public aware that there were
never many takahne in the wapiti area

A PR
and that the decline there is in propor-
tion to that of the public excluded, in-
tensively deer controlled special takahe
area of the Murchison Mountains? Why
should the birds now be expected to

thrive in an area which in the past did

not appear very suitable as it supported
only low numbers.

Some three weeks ago while hunting :“

in Fiordland our party shot one red deer
and one stoat which was knocked from
the forks of a tree at least 6 metres
above the ground. I am sure nobody be-
lieves that the stoat was up there to
study the botanical wonders of the
Fiordiand bush. Are the public aware
that the past Fiordiand National Park
Board of which both Messrs McFarlane
and Henderson were members, agreed
to the capture and release of 2 large

. mumber of stoats in the park withoutany

attempt being made to have them ster-

ilized to prevent breeding and further |

destruction of our bird life?

If there has been any useful con-

clusion to that piece of so-called-re- °

, Search costing thousands of dollars then |

I'am sure the public would be interested '
. tohear of it. When members of the Rec-
reational Hunting Advisery Committee .

:. asked the Park Board to release wapiti

from capture pens soas to be consistent

{ with the then helicopter policy the an-
swer was ‘‘Oh no! that would be re-
% 7. leasing an animal in a national park."

Mr Henderson asked what would the
stalkers have the board do. The answer
is easy. Ask the Government to immed-
iately stop the ‘‘relocation” pro-
gramme and return a purified herd to
the Glaisnock Wilderness area as it is
getting more obvious every day that
there is no suitable acceptable area
elsewhere in New Zealand.

Or is the National Parks and ‘Re-
serves Board so hamstrung by narrow
policy guidelines and little personal
knowledge of the problem that they pre-
fer to remain part of the system trying
to destroy the hunting incentive which
attracts many people te our Fiordland
National Park? . :
_ As for the coming trophy shoot start- -
ing on April 9, the date set is either the
result of bureaucratic ignorance or a
sour practical joke as no wapiti hunter
would normally look for a trophy after
the bugle is over and the bulls are lying
silent. and unseen in the Fiordland

scrub.
Are the public aware in this debate
that they, like the wapiti, are the vic-

- tims of economic exploitation and bu-

reaucratic dictatorship?
Winton

J. Murray

" %ophy Shoot Rejected
heaﬁéw Zealand Deerstalkers’ Association has “reluctantly but
definitely” dissociated itself with this year’s wapiti trophy shoot.

l. Criteria for the selection of recreational hunting areas.
|2. The administration of recreation hunting areas including
means of achieving a balance between recreational hunting
and other uses.
3. Wild animal control plans and other technical reports related -
1o recreational hunting referred to the Committee by the Di-
" rector-General of Forests.

| State forest lands and other land as may be appropriate.
15. Such other matters as I may refer to the Committee from time
| totime.
| Nominations close on March 31, 1982 with the Director-General
‘| of Forests, Private Bag, Wellington. 4
It Johnathon Elworthy
Minister of Forests
77457

|| 4. The promotion and encouragement of recreational huntingon |

l
l

; The president of the associ-

ation, Mr John Henderson, said
from Wellington yesterday that
the associztion would play no
pari in encouraging hunters to
ineur the cxpenses associated
with a trip to Fiordland.

The association would alse
warn hunters that the arrange-
menis announced by the Min-
ister of Forests, Mr Elworthy,
for the trophy shoot, would al-
most certainly allow them into

Fivrdland after the trophy. sea-

son bugie had ended.

The association was ‘‘very
disappointed”’ that Mr EI-
worthy had apparently refused
to alter the opening date of the
proposed trophy hunting season
lrog April 8 to either March 22
or 29,

Mr Henderson said the asse-
ciation understood that the wa-
piti capture consortium, at pre-
sent working in Fiordland,
would not object to any changes

in the dates or conditions the
Government made.

He concluded that the Min-
ister refused to agree to the as-
sociation’s reguest for a sen-
sible date and for the ending of
nelicopter operations at least
one week before the opening
date of the trophy season.

**We believe the conditions he
now insists upon largely destroy
the credibility of the trophy

shoot gesture,”” Mr Henderson|

said.

4
r
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Relocation
Sir,— A recent letter carried in your

comment column by W. J. Coopglj
(13.2.82) for the relocation of the wapiti

“herd from Fiordland clearly highlights

the lack of depth-of thinking behind
some of the so-called conservationist
groups comments in support of re-
locaticn, with the author going into
great detail about some obscure aca-
demic point concerning wapiti heritage,
instead of considering the real reasons
behind the relocation.

From reasons given by the Southland
National Parks and Reserves Board for
the releeation, the run of their argu-
ment seems Lo revolve around the need
for protection of the takahe from these
bird-eating deer.

Could the board please answer a few
points about the takahe.

1. Is it not true that the takahe were
on the road to decline and extinction
long before the first Europeans arrived
und long before the introduction of the
first wapiti, a similar path in fact to the
natural decline of the kakapo?

#or did the takahe range not original-
lv include parts of the Auckland district
in pre-European times?

2. Why increase the present takahe
area {Murchison Mountains) to encom-

' Furthe  Views on Wapiti

pass the wapiti area, which includes
some of the denses! rain forest in New
Zealand and provides an ideal habitat
for stoats and ferrets, which wilt prove
virtually impossible to control. Surely
results from observations made on
Stewar!l Island kakapo prove that the
main threay to ground dwelling birds is
predation.

The Royal NZ Forest and Bird Pro-
tection Society must realize that the
real answer lies in “‘relocation of the ta-
kahe'' to predator-free or predator-con-
ircllable areas (eg Maud Island).

Admittedly relocation of the takahe
is not as financially attractive as re-
location of salable wapiti livestock, ai-
though surely a more sensible solution;
but then again common sense is not gen-
erally associated with bureaucratic
thinking. "

1 hope this letter will stir more hunt-
ers into putting their views on papér and
once and for all put paid to this pointless
wapiti relocation proposal.

J. Hall
Invercargill

[Asked to comment, the chairman of
the Southland National Parks and Re-
serves Board, Mr 'C. J. McFarlane,
said: *‘The case for the relocation of the
wapiti does not revolve solely around

Australia Wary
1. Of Venison

(PA)

WELLINGTON

Australian deer farmers have launched an
attack on imports of New Zealand-farmed

venison.
The Victcrian Deer Bree-

“They are réally chucking

ders’ Association has asked| rocks before the target comesin
Australian Government offi-| sight,”” he said.

f
1
i

' New Zealand which they consid-
- the relatively high priced veni-

| staurants,” he said.

cials ior urgent action on
threatened imports of New Zea-
land venison, according to the
association journal, The Deer
Breeder.

The move comes as the
farmed venison export industry
in New Zealand is making its
first overseas sales following
the building of deer processing
plants around the country.

The first plants came on
stream late last year, and ex-
porters are looking to Australia
as one of the main potential
markets, the New Zealand Deer
Farmers' Association’s execu-
tive officer, Mr Michael Patti-
son said yesterday.

Wary

“The Australians are very

wary of venison imports from

er will be at a lower cost than
son they sell mainly to re-

“They argue that it is only a

The Deer Breeders’ maga-
zine said that anti-dumping
regulations had been made
quite clear to Australian veni-
son importers,

A spokesman for the New
Zealand Department of Trade
and Industry said that venisen
exports to Australia had been
restricted previously by guar-
antine regulations reguiring
certificates saying the deer
were slaughtered in a licensed
slaughterhouse.

With the buiiding of New Zea-
iand staughterhouses, the way.
had been opened for exports to
Australia. The Austraiian pro-
ducers had mentioned dumping
but their claims were unsubs-
tantiated.

**This is a campaign they are
trying to run, but some of their
fears are not justified,”” hesaid.

BLIND: A court here has
granted the wish of a father of
five who wanted to spend a pre-

small market which they are| Cious few weeks with his family

supplying. But it could be ar-
gued that with the sort of prices
they charge it is not surprising
that the market is small.”

before his eyesight fails alto-
gether. York magistrates had
committed Fred Fisher to
Crown Court on unconditional

Mr Pattison said that so far
very little meat had been sent t¢
Australia.

bail for sentence on 14 offences
. and deferred sentence on 12 oth-
) €rs. — (York, England)

the protection of the takahe but is, T

fact, the only option that gives weight to
both the preservation of native flora and
fauna and the salvaging of a pure strain
of wapiti for re-establishing a recrea-
tional shooting herd. The takahe would,
of course, be beneficiaries.

“In reply to Mr Hall’s questions:

1. There was a substantial decline in
takahe in both the North and South Is-
lands prior to the arrival of Europeans.
Climatic change is the accented reason
for this decline.

‘2. Takahe or signs have been sighted
in various parts of the wapiti area (i.e.
outside the takahe special area) since
rediscovery in 1948, and parts of the
area in which sightings have occurred
contain vegetation types preferred by
takahe (and deer).

‘‘Stoat predation, especially follow-
ing high seed fall years, is certainly a
threat to takahe. Restriction of habitat
arising from competition for food from
deer is also a major threat. The effects
of competition for food — both pre-
ferred tussock species and beech forest
understorey — are well documented ina
paper by Drs J. A. Millsand A. F. Mark,
published in the Journal of Animal
Ecology, November 1977.

‘“‘Over the past 25 years, the Wildlife
Service has made considerable efforts
to breed from relocated takahe at Mt
Bruce. The results, as yet, have not
been successful enough to ensure sur-
vival of the takahe outside their habitat
in Fiordland.

“‘In the meantime, every effort must
be made to maintain and, if possible, in-
crease the population ir Fiordland.
Management options to support the ta-
kahe include: stoat control following
high seed fall years, deer cantrol, arti-
ficial fertilization of preferred tussock
species and enlargement of the habitat
where this leads to improved food sup-
plies."']

Sir, — I would like to thank Mr Bam-
ford for the elevated status he accords
my position in the Departmentof Lands
and Survey. Although I am employed by
that department my duties and respon-
sibilities do not include dealings in re-
spect of wapiti and any views that I may
express through these columns are en-
tirely my own.

If Mr Bamford would care to read my
previous letter again he would find that
I did not criticize Mr Murray’s state-
ment on stoats, ] merely indicated
where he could obtain factual informa-
tion on stoats, including the answers to
his queries, Indeed I would now suggest
that both Mr Bamford and Dr Orbell
read the article by Dr C. M. King
(27.11,80) as it outlines the research un-
dertaken in Fiordland National Park,
including the programme involving the

capture, tagging, and release of stoats

in the Hollyford Valley (which is many
kilometres from the areas inhabited by,
or suitable for, takahe). e

1 also thank Mr Bamford for con-
firming that the New Zealand Deerstal-
kers’ Association failed miserably
when it had the opportunity to managea
wapiti-type herd in Fiordland National
Park. However, is the fact that it failed
miserabiy any justification for then de-
manding that the Government under-
take and finance a successful operation
— especially when it would be for the
benefit of fewer than a ‘mere 100
‘“‘sportsmen’’ per year?

The 1965 Select Committee’s recom-
mendation that the New Zealand Deers-
talkers’ Association be invited to co-op-
erate with the (then) Fiordland
National Park Board in the organization
of private hunting was just that. It did
not recommend, let alone authorize the
introduction of game management
within Fiordland National Park. Indeed
the management of an introduced ani-
mal is contrary to the whole principle of
national parks and was not permitted in
terms of the National Parks Act 1952.
(Similarly it is not permissible under
the provisions of the National Parks Act
1980).

The New Zealand Deerstalkers’ As-
sociation has pressed for the in-
troduction of game management on nu-
merous occasions — notably to the
Lands and Agriculture Select Com-
mittee in 1964 and the Labour Govern-
ment's Caucus Commitiee on Noxious
Animals in 1974. At no stage has this
been favoured, although the 1974 Labour
Government's Caucus Committee did
recommend that in a few specific areas
(all of which were outside national
parks) animal control should be through
recreational hunting alone.

While on the question of game man-
agement and the feasibility of it being
introduced to New Zealand I would
draw your readers’ attention to the 1973
Sanderson Memorial Address — “‘Deer
Extermination: Control or Manage-
ment?’’ — given to the Royal Forest and
Rird Protection Society by the tate John
T. Holloway, former director of the pro-
tection forestry division, Forest Re-
search Institute (and a person often
quoted by New Zealand Deerstalkers’
Association members). In this address
Dr Holloway's conclusion was:

“Extermination is not a practical so-
lution to the deer problem: game man-
agement, at least at this juncture, is a
pipe dream. The only practical policy is
the policy of control as already defingd,
even though this may satisfy no one
completely. It will not lead to the resto-
ration of primeval conditions in the for-
ests or for birdlife, but.it should go a
long way towards this end. Nor will it
provide for the compliete safety of the

watersheds, It will be a never-ending
struggle, but this is the price we must
pay for the introduction of deer in the
first place. To my friends the deerstal-
kers I would say that although game
management is a pipe dream, there will
be deer to be had for as long as can be
foreseen. Even helicopters will not
eliminate them, They will not be pre-
sent in such large numbers or in such
readily accessible places, and more
skill will be needed to hunt them, but
they will be larger and better animals
with a higher {rophy value. Hunting un-
der these conditions can remain 2 popu-
lar sport, to be enjoyed by anyone, with-
out the high costs and regimentation
implicit in game management.”

Mr Bamford’s questions in respect of
Labour Party policy are somewhat con-
fusing but I interpret them as meaning
‘‘do I support the decision te relocate

_wapiti-type animals from Fiordland

National Park only because it has been
made by the Government?' I personal-
ly support the decision because, as Mr
Bamford himself states, T believe it to
be the correct one, .

As to the Labour Party’s policy, I
know for a fact that its adoption cost it
votes in seats it had to win if it was to
become the Government.

Finally I would remind Mr Bamford
that world wide, national parks are held
Lo be of national, indeed international,
importance and are not intended to be
preserved just for the local inhabitants.

I now consider correspondence on
this well-worn subject to be closed.

W. J. Cooper

Invercargill

Helicopter |
Seized In
Ll
Druyg Raid
SVETETY

_ A8-vear-ofiman will appear
in the Invercargill Distriet
Court, today charged with of-
. fences under the misuse of |'
| D:_-ugs Act after a police oper-

ation which involyed the seizing
|| of a Hughes 300 helicopter in Te
|| Anau on Friday,
The man will be charged with
|| cultivation of cannabis, posses-

siof of cannabis for supply, and !
3?;:1%: hilr:gopte; to chgm&ii.an

e er the Mi

Drugs Act. R
Police have possession of a

helicopter and a quantit -
nabis, ) R

'No Southland Sites in New
"+~ Home for Wapiti

Four areas are being inv
none of them are in Scuthla

The Minister of Lands and|cover ii provided, both for win-
Forests, Mr Elworthy, an-|ter ranging and summer graz-

rounced yesterday that atezam|ing.
of Forest Service rangers and

nd.

necessary, woulg be undertaken
before and after the reiocation.
Betweer them, the four areas | of department staff.

estigated as a potential site to relocate the Fiordland wapiti herd, but

L'he four areas were sela/
ca the basis of past experié!

scientists started work on Mon-
day inspecting the sites.

All four areas are in the
northern part of the South is-
Iand.

They are Molesworth Siation,
a Department of Lands and Sur-
vey property in Marlborough:
ite Richmond range, near Nel-
son; Victeria range, near Reef-
ton; the Karamea catchment in
the north-west Nelson State
Forest Park.

The Minister’s press secre-
tary, Mr Gyles Beckford, said
the team would be looking at
each area to see what sort of

Iv would bz seeking land not
prone to erosjon. Soil and water
conservation and the protection
of flors and fauna weuld be ma-
jor considerations,

The team wouid alse be want-
ing to aveid the possibility of the
relocated wapiti interbreeding
with red deer, as had happened
in Fiordland, Mr Beckford said,

Therefore, it  weuld in-
vestigate the history of coloni-
zation and ved deer numbers in
each area.

Shouid a place be identified as.
a suitable potential wapiti site,

red deer control methods. if

offered quite a wide variety of
iand forms, Mr Beckford said.
They had different vegetation,
soil types, climate and access.

At Molesworth Station, for
example, there were extensive
dry open grasslands, while in
the Xaramea catchment there
were forest-clad valleys.

The team would report back
to the Minister, who would dis-
cuss their recommendations
with deerstalking groups before
making a public announcement.
~ He hoped to make the an-
nouncement before the end of
this month, Mr Beckford said.

. No one had identified an
in Southland as being suitg
for wapiti relocation. !

Earlier this year, the MP
Invercargiil, Ms N. P. H. J
said he and the MP for Wallf
Mr D. A. Angus, would be gl
caiing the high country §
south of Lake Wakatipuas b
suitable for wapiti relocatif’

Mr Jones said yesterdagh
had not been pursued with|!
Minister, but it would notbe|’
late to do something. s

Both he and Mr Angus wasl
the relocated herd to be

Southland, Mr Jones said.
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More V‘%
Relocation

Sir, — I thank Mr Elworthy for his re-
ply to my letter 17.2.82. The statement
by Mr V. S. Young 'in question was in
fact a reply made to Mr R. Gray MP for
Clutha following representations malde
last year.

Again the Minister mentions the com-
petition that results with wapiti and the
‘“rare native birds.” 1 would be quite
certain that the socalled ‘‘rare native
birds" are fast becoming extinct as a
result of the poisoning operations cur-
rently being undertaken by the Park
Board on the fringe of the wapiti area. It
appears there are either no rare native
| birds -in the wapiti area or they are
being poisoned into extinction.

I stand by my statement of only 2 per
cent of the public 'being in genuine su-
por: of wapiti removal. If the Minister
initiated a public opinion poll in the

ws on Wapiti

South it would confirm my statement
1 agree that the odd person may think

**in theory that the removal of wapiti

could prevent further hybridization.

This line of thought I bélieve the Min-

ister may be basing his arguments on is
quite typical of little up to date know-
ledge of the wapiti’s exact location, pop-
ulation and degree of hybridization. The

* majority of the wapiti are now largely

confinedto an area of coastal bush after
being forced there buy commercial
helicopters.

During last year’s trophy shoot in this
area our party was very interested in
assessing the number of hybrids, red
deer and wapiti. The results after 16 sol-
id days hunting were quite interesting.
We searched out two large hybrids and
two red stags we shot and unwisely let
another two red stags go, choosing to
photograph instead. On the contrary in
our search for the wapiti we came
across 15 pure-blooded wapiti. As testi-
mony to the pure type I enclose a colour

Hunt

—— =

SlaAnis |

Af3[c
2

" print of a wapiti bull secured by our par-
ty

2
Wapiti Areas

One of the areas being considered as a
potential site for Fiordland’s wapiti herd was

drought prene and the remaining three were
riddled with red deer, recreational hunter, Mr
Alan Rodger, of Wanaka, said yesterday.

™

The Minister of Lands and
Forests, Mr Elworthy, an-
nounced on Tuesday that four
areas in the north of the South
Island were being investigated
by staff as potential sites for the
relocated wapiti.

However, Mr Rodger said it
was ludicrous’ to even consid-
er one of them, Molesworth sta-
tion in Marlborough.

(===

Wapiti Relocation '

Sir,— lam led to believe that Presi-
dent Roosevelt of America gave to the
people of New Zealand, as a gift, some
American elk, better known by us as |
wapiti. These same wapiti were liber-
ated in the area that they now occupy
within the Fierdland National Park,
though this park was not formed untilat |
ieast 30 years after the liberation of '
these animals.

Now our Government is making some |
fast money out of this gift which belongs °
to all New Zealanders.

1 now see that the Government has
given two wekas to the people of Japan,
as a gift. If these wekas are liberated in

\ Japan, who in the future is going to see
that the people of Japan don't follow the
New Zealand Government in its treat-
ment of gifts as has happened with the

piti and off?
=Sl

Mataura

A1

_| sk his staff to investigate such

It was drought prone and the
wapiti would never survive.

The remazining three, (w0,
near Nelson and one near Re-
efton, were inhabited by red

payer thousands of dollars to
get rid of them, Mr Rodger
claimed.

He could not understand how
a Minister of the Crown could

areas.

The MP for Wallace, MrD. A,
Angus, said he had been work-
ing with the New Zealand
Deerstalkers' Association in an
effort to keep the wapili in
Fiordland.

Mr Angus said he had also
suggested to the Minister a suil-
dble relocation site in Southland
should be found, as an alterna-
tive.

1 personally don't want (o

Southland.”

' Mr Angus and the MP for In-

~vercargill, Mr N. P. H. Jones,

will attend a public meeting at

Guore on March 13, at which the

issue will be discussed.
Mr Angus said he hoped rec-

Southland would come out of the

deer and it would cost the tax- |

see them (the wapiti) leave ||

ammendations for sites in}

‘| meeting.

i Vapiti Ballot
7~ Today

Though a young bul at five years he !
. sports a full 12 points with the top two | 1
broken off and measures 42 iaches in
length. I would defy the Minister to dis- |
Pute the purity of this and the other wa- |
piti. This bull I might add is just a pup.
Will the Minister take a short trip

during this year's bugle to see the wa- { Although the New Zealand
piti first hand? To assess the degree of Association has dissociated itself with what
hybridization by helicopter or by the , could be the last ' ;
consortiums progress is completely un- I Fiordland, this vear’.  irophy shoot is
reliable. The wapiti have a cunning that : applications PracE el sl
is infinitely superior to that of the red 2 l [
deer and most other deer species. Ln'gﬂue involve people — fa wapiti

The Minister would now be wise to in- less than last ?;,.- and con- 5 {rophe, shoollie fhe
itiate a thorough red and hybrid cull in wurmm than thoseinthe| It had been can-
Fiordland in preparation for the return years before that. - last a relocation
of additional superior wapiti. The aim— A ballot for the blocks will be [programme for the wapiti
a healthy herd of wapiti and continued beld at 1.30pm g on January 1.
forest regeneration. The taxpayer , |’ In a surprise move early last| Foliowing the announcement -

should at least be warned of the hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars the Min-
ister will be spending to be abie to re-

nth, the Government an- [that the shoot would be held, af-
ﬁmcaﬂ that recreational hunt- [ter all, the Deerstalkers’ Asso-

given what conld pose y‘bed: ciatio?tlsaidntdmtedltself

locate the wapiti sofely to the benefit of final 1 ;

the poacher and spotlighter. : el opportunity to take partin| One reason, it claimed, was
All arguments for the removal of wa- ¥ — i;‘;;lmth: ::;%s_ set were t00 la:

piti have been so far groundless. I can s T f 1 bugling would

only suggest that the Minister has un- Wapltl Relocation ver, thus wasting hunters’

fortunately involved himself in a bu- : ire  Apart PR time.

reauratic mess of gigantic proportions. | | SIry part’ frewAiepgisable 24 Blecks :

hybridization which would occur in ¥
Peter Glaister three of the areas named as possible re- )
location sites, namely Reefton, north-
; ' ' west Nelson and Mt Richmond, there
Sir, — I have read the letters appear- ~_are other problems which § d
ing in this column regarding the wapiti © '~ hunters should be aware of. 573[%2
relocation p: and am com- ! The red deer in the Karamea Tiver
cerned that the average citizen, who area of north-west Nelson State Forest
does ot have an axe to grind, must be | Park and to a lesser extent in the Mt
totally confused regarding the facts of | Richmond area are of arelatively small
the whole matter. . : 1 body weight and generally have very
The Act which forbids the in- | light and inferior antler growth. It has
troduction of foreign animals into our been suggested that this is because of ° Fraser, of the Department of
national parks was effected to preserve . mineral deficiencies in food eaten by ands and Survey in Invercar-
our native fiora and fauna. It is nothing , these animals. , ! gill.
less than hypocrisy to suggest that itis 1 would imagine that the wapiti would This was why the shoot,

Lo e
a yeslerday.

¢ The 24 biocks will be balloted |
put in the normai way in the !
Menzies Building today. There
will be 12 reserves. St
' Each applicant was asked to
‘list the blocks in order of prefer-

ence.

Members of the parties in-
cluded Australians and a lot of
‘North Islanders, said Mr J. R.

Balclutha RD

more desirable to have the wapiti dam- | soon suffer the saine fate as their red which would start on April8and
aging native forest outside a nationai cousins. & : irun for three weeks, could not
park, rather than in it Apart from the Karamea river site in be held mierlhe’

Many people have been misled into north-west Nelson all areas dre acces- By the time the'successful ap-

‘plicants were officially noti-
fied, there would not be long for
\them to make all the necessary
. o e e arrangements, he said.
these places spotlighting is a way of life A briefing session on the
and a lot of hunters wouldn't bother {shpmwm&hgidat’mﬁmm
whether they had a red or wapiti in their . {April 8. This must be attended
light. i i NS 'by all applicants. =

The Molesworth area has very little _ Another condition is that, as
natural cover on it and no natural in the past, caly ome wapiti
boundaries for miles. I-would imagine * {tropby per person will be al-
that the deer would wander over avery
large area making them sitting,ducks
from the land (and air). < .

sible to weekend or day hunters. Poa-

thinking that our native bush is being
chers could have a field day. In some of

devastated by browsing animals, along
with considerable erosion as a result. -
This is far from the truth.

The present problem is that the deer
modify our bush by eating out certain
species of native plants, allowing other
species (and often the less desirable
ones) to multiply and take over.

Erosion is not a significant problem’
in the wapiti area and the subject is only
thrown in by some people to strengther
their arguments, |

lowed with 2 maximum of four
party size is two, with no max- |

In recent years the wapiti area has In the Reefton area there is a small imum limit. '
been ' ; ‘ There timit te the num- |
generally open to recreationa; but well established fallow deer herd. et
shooting, helicopter recovery aoper- How would the establishment of the wa- | 1
ations, selective culling by helicopter; . piti effect these animals? |k o Bl i

and poaching, just like any other part uf__-_

the Fiordland park R. J. Maflinson e e |
Removal of the wapiti will not signifi-  Invercargill g, :ne:mm By |
cantly reduce animal numbers in the to- e = ue in the wapifi area up to and |
tal area and the red deer will continue to including April 8. s |
modify the bush. Last , 107 parties, in-
Wh?t then has been pained? & volving ggr people, applied for
One valid argument for particularly | ‘blocks, of these, 20 parties (79
removing the wapiti is that their pecul- | ‘people) were successful but
iar feeding habits cause damage to spe- 1;:][& 47 hunters actually partici-
i lan hich are of no interst to i .
::153;1: e et " : In 1981 there were 98 parties,
Why then should we remove thesean- 387 people, 20 successful par-
L ties, 98 people, and only 67 ac-
imals from an area which has already usaliy o tod,
borne the brunt of the wapiti’s peculiar & th?m et
feeding habits and liberate them into | for 1978 wmer' ele- 0118"&‘32'?..32 ‘gssmands
another area of our native bush? 8- for 1978, 1, '2’3 _18,' 61 and
. Should it be recognized that a herd of 63; for 1977, 61,22, 19,61 and 48.
wapiti is desirable, then leave it where ' : I, ) ey
e, 3. 5. Smith '

—
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apitt Have Plac

The decision te activate the
planned removali of wapiti from

. Fiordland has met a much more

J

{

|
|

l

hostile reception than the per-
petrators could have anticipat-
ed.

It is certain that uniess some
“Shangri La’’ for wapiti is found in New
Zealand, or the present operation is
modified so that the good wapiti are left
in Fiordland, that the decision will be an
albatross around the neck of the Min-
ister, Mr Elworthy, at the next election.

Had a red deer-free area, where there
was no conflict of interest and offering
the same aitractions and challenges,
been made available I am sure the stal-
kers and their supporters would have
agreed to the plan. It is because the cap-
ture programme has already started
with no such area in view that anger has
been aroused.

The public meeting at Gore on Satur-
day night is to obtain massive public
support for the retention of wapiti in
their traditional Fiordland area.

This meeting is yet another partof a
30-year campaign by deerstalkers to
have the presence of wapiti in Fiordland
officially recognized.

On May 21, 1980 a petition containing
53,811 names was presented to Parlia-
ment by Mr Ken Comber MP for Wel-
lington Central. It asked the Govern-
ment to set aside a special area for
wapiti in Fiordland. It was refered to
the Lands and Agriculture Select Com-
mittee. The petition’s fate is best de-
scribed in a letter to me from an Opposi-
tion member of that committee.

**As you know, I have always strongly
supported the retention of a special
area for wapiti in Fiordland National
Park and, with my three colleagues on
the committee, have voted for a *‘Most
Favourable Consideration’” recommen-
dation for the NZDA petition recently
considered. However we were defeated
6 to 4 on straight party lines. The Gov-
ernment members were very cunning,
opting for a recommendation to refer
the petition to Government for *‘consid-
eration’’. 1t would have been better to
get “No Recommendation”. as this
would have given us the chance (o de-
bate the issue in Parliament.” 3

Several Government members have
stated recently that the wapiti are a
threat to the present and future range of
the takahe. It would seem that the Oppo-
sition members on the committee were
less impressed by the evidence present-
ed to them. One wonders whether the
apparent concern for takahe preserva-
tion and about hybridism is not being
used as an excuse to get the animals out
of the park. When this thought is
coupled to the faci that no satisfaciory
alternative area has been made avail-
able, the exercise appears like extermi-
nation of wapiti, as far as sportsmen are
concerned, in another guise.

Takahe

For many vears deer have been
blamed for the decline of both kakapo
and takane. Obsesvers, like myself,
have doubted this contention because
kakapo have vanished from places they
formerly occupied while deer have still
not colonized those places. The early ex-
plorers, prospectors, bushmen and so
on, have reported the depredations of
birdiife by predators which they had ac-
tually witnessed.

Fossils found indicate that takahe in-
habited most of New Zealand at_one
ttime thought their decline may have be-
gun before the advent of man on these
islands. Biids sighted or caught be-
tween 1849 and 189% made it appear as
though they may have been scattered
over the southwest of the South Island —
perhaps 5 per cent of the New Zealand
land area. For 50 years after this they
were though to have become extinct un-
til they met their rediscoverers, Dr Or-
bell and his party, in 1948. By then their
territory had shrumnk to about 1 per cent

Fiordland

JACK McKENZIE, the author of this article,
was a founder member of the Fiordland Nation-
al Park Board and is currently a member of the
Southland Natiomg Pt:lrks and Reserves

oard.
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The present wapitiin Fiordland are the descendants of 18liber-
ated at George Sound in 1905. Ten of the animals were purchased
in the USA by the New Zealand Government Tourist Department.
The other 10 were presented by President Theodore Roosevelton
the suggestion of a fellow big game hunter that the New Zealand
mountains would be particularly suitable for deer. In return the
New Zealand Government presented some New Zealand native
birds and a tuatara lizard to the National Zoological Park, Wash-

ington DC.

of New Zealand. They would probably
have encountered their first deer a few
years pior to this.

Stoats had even reached Resul:tion
island by 1900 so their unfortunate ac-
quaintance with takahe would almost
certainly have begun prior to this. For
most of the 70 million years since our
New Zealand “*Ark’™ had cast off its par-
ent body — Gondwanaland— takahe and
kakapo would have coexisted with a
mu!titude of avian herb and grass ea-
ters. Countless thousands of moas (26
species), a flightless goose, a giant rail,
other extinct species, and those that
have survived until now. Never before,
however, had they encountered a pre-
dator such as 4 stoat.

It had been estimated that the popu-
lation of 500 takahe in 1948 has dwinaled
to 200 at the present time. Weather and
predation have played havoc with this
year’s crop of eggs and chicks. Whether
the intention of bringing some of these

birds out of the park and setting them

elsewhere will arrest their decline to-
ward ultimate extinction is problem-
atical. It would seem to hold more
promise than the constant per-
serverance against the tremendous
odds of Fiordiand.

The claim that has been made that ta-
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kahe were present in the wapiti area un-
til recently and that they have been ea-
ten out by wapiti is quite wrong, If the
removal of wapiti and their replace-
ment with wapiti is based on this prem-
ise then I am sure it will prove to be an
act of the utmost folly.

Birdlife

In defending the wapiti against those
who insist that they are a menace to
birdlife one may easily appear to have
little compassion for our feathered
friends. Nothing could be further from
the truth. Without doubt the birds of
Fiordland, particularly those that have
become rare elsewhere, are one of its
great attractions. From the weka at
base, through the bush with its tuis,
bellbirds, kakas, ducks, tomtits, fan-
tails, wrens, to that intelligent pirate of
the tops the kea, one is seldom without
an avian companion. Our only meeting
with the takahe took place in the
Stiliwater valley in 1969. A rather for-
lorn bird seemed to seek our compan-
ionship for several days. To us it was a
living fossil and we felt sorry for it

1 am sure hybridism between wapiti
and red deer exists on a wide scale in the

wapiti area. If anyone goes into that
area expecting to find purebred animals
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they may well be disappointed. But is
this really what stalkers want? The en-
joyment most hunters seek there is that
of hunting a unique game animal— New
Zealand’s most imgressive — in the rug-
ged grandeur of some of world’s finest
scenery. To say that hybridism destroys
ihe indentity of the animals as a distinct
species is nonsense. Where else would
animals like this be found?

The fear that the animals will be-
come so interbred with red deer as to
become indistinguisable from them has
no foundation in fact.

Using the tools available to us, and

with the slightest degree of intelligent
. management, animals attractive to our

people and overseas visitors can be
maintained indefinitely, without threat
to other park values. :

‘Not Serious Threat

The propriety of having game ani-
mals and game management in a na-
tional park has been mentioned in this
newspaper. In like manner one could
counter by questioning the propriety of
covering the wapiti area with such bar-
baric legislation, and in so doing ignore
the wishes of a sizeable segment of the
general public who enjoy hunting.

Obviously Dr Murie, the leader of the
1949 expedition to k= area, and a highly
respected American conservationist,
saw nothing wrong with having the ani-
mals there when he wrote *‘ . . . we are
agreed that the presence of a moderate
wapiti population need not be a serious
threat to the Fiordland forest.”

In 1963 Messrs A. L. Naylor and W. A.
Beil wrote to HRH the Duke of
Edinburgh acquainting him, as one who
hada great interest in wildlife, with the
official attitude towards wild animal
species, particularly the wapiti. The
Duke put the matter in the hands of Sir
Peter Scott of the World Wildlife Fund.
I quote from his letter to the Duke.

I have consulted six ecologists of in-
ternational distinction and all are
agreed that attempting to exterminate
the wapiti as ‘noxious animals’ is im-
practical and undesirable.

“The introduction of exotic species
whose damaging effects on the habitat
may be considerable is obviously to be
discouraged in the first place, but spe-
cies which have been established for
half a century or more, and whose dam-
aging effects are still debatable, cannot
be considered in the same light. Steps
may be necessary to prevent further ex-
pansion of the population, but’in the
case of the wapiti, where the animal
provides a sporting amenity and an im-
pressive faunistic addition to the land-
scape, a policy of attempted eradica-
tion is in their view (and mine) not only
unrealistic but mistaken.” - :

Legitimate Use

A rather courageous Forestry scien-
tist said some years ago that the sus-
tained production cf big game in Fiord-
land was safe and legitimate use of the
land.

The following recommendation was
passed unanimously at the National
Parks Authority Jubilee Conference,
July 1978.

““If it can be demonstrated that an ex-
isting species of introduced flora or
fauna has outstandding aesthetic, scien-
tific, recreational or historic value, and
already exists within the confines of a
national park, and can be contained in a
specific area under control and without

. detriment to other park values, consid-

eration should be given to tolerating
that species under Section 3(2b) or
28(1a) of the Act.”

Some of the opponents of wapiti have
tried to interpret this resolution as
being applicable only to such things as
blackbirds and trout. These species are
already pretected by another Act in the
case of trout, and park bylaws in the
case of introduced birds. In any case the
resolution would not make sense when
applied to birds because how on earth do

elIn

you ‘‘contain them in a specific area’”
without bird netting.

In addition to the above I believe that
the resolution was moved by a former
president of the New Zealand Deerstal-
kers Association — that should &z final
confirmation of the resolution’s mean-
ing.

Management

The 20-year period from 1954 to 1974
when the NZDA practised game man-
agement in the wapiti area is a long sto-
ry on its own. Some of it can be told
briefly. It has to be conceded that the
campaign failed in its main objective—
the control of animal numbers by way of
the man on foot. Local NZDA members
have been offended by the failure of;
some critics torecognize their efforts in
persuading the influential minority op-
posed to the use of helicopters to rectify
the position.

Trials with the use of helicopters for
selective reductions of animals took
place in parts of the wapiti area in 1970
and 1971. In 1973 a highly successful op-
eration took place over a 10-week period
when everyone appeared well satisfied
with the results achieved.

It is my contention that shrewd anti- "

deer people could see that game man-

agement using this highly efficient new - |

tool was possible. Through the form-
ation of a recreational hunter sub-com-
mittee of the Fiordland National Park
Board in which the hunter representa-
tives were able to be outvoted 2-1, the
wapiti area was opened to commercial
hunters on foot and from helicopters in
a campaign that, except on paper,
amounted to open slather shooting. This
type of ‘'management’’ resulted in the
virtual disappearance of wapiti over 70
per cent of the area in which they had
formerly been in reasonable numbers.

There were two areas in which the
NZDA campaign was successful. One of
these was the management of the hunt-
er, the other successful objective was
keeping the policy of extermination in
national parks from being implemented
in the wapiti area. ‘

No Pipe Dream
Despite what has been said to the con-
trary, hunters were prepared to be ‘‘re-
gimented.” In this case their reward
was the right to take a wapiti trophy on
a special trophy hunt. To earn this right

paigns, or contributing finance to make

_entailed taking part in culling cam- |

campaigns possible. In addition those |

who took the field were required to take

considerable scientific data from the |

animals they killed.

Finance was made available by the
NZDA which, with subsidy, made pos-
sible the building of two huts in the Mur-
chison Mountains. Sports hunters are
excluded from using these huts now. An-
other hut was to have been built in this
area but the finance was eventually
used to help build a hut in another part
of the park. .

Game management is certamty me
*‘pipe dream’’ but I am Sure that almest
all stalkers will agree that in the Fiord-
land climate and terrain that the heli-|
copter is the main tool required to carry
it out.

The Minister kas stated that he found i

the pro and anti wapiti viewpoints irre-
concilable. One would have expected
him to have insisted on some sort of
compromise. Instead he and the Gov-
ernment have capitulated to the anti-
wapiti lobby. The wiser course would
surely have been to have reduced the
size of the wapiti area, to have excluded
the fringe areas containing takahe, and

by enlisting the aid of science to ensure |
an even low density distribution of the |
. best possibie animals.

We seem o have ali the inérediems to
do this except common sense and will
power. Good will could transcead both

these words. It is the one quality I think

to be painfully lacking.
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dWapiti Herd
Concern about the future of the Fiordland wapiti
ierd, expressed at a meeting in Gore gn Saturday night,
vill be shared by many who have no p&
n deerstalking, but ‘who recognize the attraction the
inimals have for hunters and who regard the presence

f the animals in the Fiordland National Park as an
isset rather than a liability.

If the wapiti and other deer were present in such |!

wumbers as to pose a severe threat to the environment
hrough damage to the vegetation there would be a
trong case for, if not removing them, at least reducing
heir number to less destructive levels. With the advent
i helicopter hunting that, in fact is what has happened.
¥ith the use of helicopters, those charged with
idministering the park have the means to keep deer
wmbers down to a level at which damage to the forest
s unlikely to cause problems. . ’
Even with the use of helicopters it is doubtful

hhether deer can be eliminated from the park so that it |
s unlikely ever to be returned to its natural state. And |

sven if that state was achieved, who would benefit?
Deerstalkers have a strong argument when they say
hat apart from themselves, very few people venture
nto the depths of Fiordland. There is little point in
1aving a pristine wilderness that no one visits.

Concern has been expressed for the future of the
akahe, but it is doubtful whether the wapiti are serious
ompetitors of the takahe®' The birds face a more
serious threat in the form of ground predators and are,
n any case, a naturally declining species. It makes
nore sense to remove takahe from the area for
elective breeding than wapiti.

"In many national parks of the world it is the |

inimals they contain that are the attraction. That the
yapiti are not native to Fiordland does not really
natter so long as they are not irreparably damaging the
ountryside. The difficulty of finding an alternative
iome for the animals removed from the park further
uggests' that they are better left where they are.
“ertainly they may hybridize with the red deer, but
hey will still prove a drawcard to hunters who are
ntitled to enjoy the park in their own way. The
sovernment and the Southland National Parks and
teserves Board would be wise to accommodate them.

 Venison Dumping
No Ground For
e Allegation

Australian deer farmers have no grounds
for complaining that New Zealand venison is
mdmpedm&eirmﬁﬁcmarket.

'anl‘ ‘I'! the opinion of the | Many.
mem;nmﬁd the ex- ll"l;l cmimt ;bsmommmly“a}m
2 il | ians have go utely
port division of Wilson Neill erounds for complaint, he

o s |
veammismm?:jmpedonme Ttxesubjectwmbediscmai

‘ ino in. | 2t a game export advisory com-
vsugatedwm l:nw(:anhermm bel:‘;gtttl; miltge meeting in Weﬂingmnufl
e MThe!r::ommittee. ;hich is
depart k n | chaired by Mr Peter worthy,
émﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ consists of three industry and|
ing evidence indicated export mree(armmg_represmg l
sales of New Zealand venison Mrs:andrett-tsa_:.qef_. v
were being made to Australiaat ——
levels represexll
&Pﬂlﬂiﬂs of 16.75 per cent.
Mr Scandrett said from
Dunedin yesterday the few Ans-
tralian deer farmers, whosolda

ucts. |
i They were claiming that
 price Jevels for New . X
'venison were endangering their
_.mFor pl:ices to constitute
{dumping. Mr . ;
 they would have to be less than
in the country of origin and less

than in the main market, West

That was not the case. For ex-
ample, New venison
sold for 85 per cent more in Aus-
tralia than it did in West Ger-|

rticular interest |
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Wapiti Blo? s Balloted

- For Trop

hy Shoot

A small gathering of people witnessed yesterday what could well be a never-to-happen-again
event — the balloting of Fiordland wapiti blocks for the annual trophy shoot.

names were drawn. Twelve re-

In spite of the relocation pro-| vey office in the Menzies build-
. 3 serves were also drawn.

gramme being carried out, the| ing.

wapiti has not lost its appeal to] The draw was scrutineered| The 24 successful parties rep-

hunters and there were 118 ap-| by two executives of the South-| resented about 80 shooters.

plications (including three latej land branch of the New Zealand| . Notiticati

ones) from parties wanting to| Deerstalkers’  Association, e

take part in the trophy shoot. | Messrs Bill Bell and Alan Mur-| __Party leaders will be notified
This could be the last shoot| ray. and will be sent a copy of the

for the wapiti In Fiordland. Thirty marbles were drawn| conditions covering the shoot,
Applications closed on Mon-| for the 24 blocks, as six appli-| 21978 With a map of their par-

day and the draw for the 24| cantshadnot listed enough pref- ticular block.

blocks took place yesterday ata| erences and their preferredl An administration . officer

Department of Lands and Sur-|{ blocks had gone before thel

land, Mr John Fraser, said lead-
ers would have to contact mem-
bers of their parties and
complete their organization.

A briefing would be held at Te
Anau on April 8— the day before
the three-week shoot begins.

Those who were successful in
the ballots, with the blocks al-
lotted them, were: L. Lyons
(George River), W. J. D. Chalo-
ner (Narrows Creek), J Barker
(Wapiti River), L. R. Dickson
(Looking Glass), 1. D. Dawson

g 3 (Large Burn), K. L (Wor-
sley Stream), R. W.ng:nnks (Mt
Tanilba), G. P. Milne (Stina
Burn), A. Youngman (Doon
River), K. Bradley (Upper
Glaisnock), D. Mackie (Mid
Burn), H. A. R. Callander
(Charles-Casweil), R. A. Carr
(Catseye), I. Mitchell (Hankin-
son-Loch Burn), J. H. McKenzie
/(North Western), D. Moore
{Caswell Sound), R. Maru
(Lake Katherine),
P. Ashby (Lugar Burn), R. P.
Cooper {Charles Sound), M. M.
Wright (George Sound), M. Mit-|
ichell (Lower Cirisnock), P.[
Johns (Billy Burn), R. Agnew
{ (Bligh Sound), A. Shaw (Whi-
itewater).

Wapiti Relocation

Sir, — Mr Cooper suggests that I ele-
vated his status, but 1 note he elevated
his own by indicating that he considers
wapiti correspondence to be closed. I al-
ways believed the editor made that de-
cision.

Atnostagedidlindicate that the New
Zealand Deerstalkers Association had
failed miserably in its management ef-
forts of the wapiti herd in Fiordland.
What I did indicate was that insufficent
animals were shot and that the then
Fiordland National Park Board was
less than helpful to the association in its
efforts. )

Mr -Cooper claims that the Labour
Party lost seats because of its wapiti re-
tention policy. This seems strange as
Messrs Jones and Angus, two National
iParty candidates who believe in South-
land and the future of the wapiti in that
area are now Members of Parliament
and increased the' majority in their elec-
torates.

If the democratic process still works
in this country, the wishes of the major-
ity of recreational hunters should be
acted on as they, with a few exceptions
are the only members of the general *
public of New Zealand to set foot in that

.0 te corner of our country.
6[?7;‘ John C. Bamford

National Vice-President NZDA

Balclutha RD . ... :
I3 1s2

- Wapiti Rélocatmn

Sir, — I read somewhere recently

that if the Southland National Parksand
Reserves Beard had asked the Minister
te keep the wapiti in the Fiordland Na-
tional Park, then the Minister would not
have made the moves that he has to
have them removed, and would have
left them where they are. -
. Now I read that a parks board spokes-
man says Lhat they don’t have the right
to say “no’’ to the eventual mining of
minerais in the national park.

What right did they haye to say “no"’
to the wapiti, who only browse on, and
live in, regrowable vegetation, and not
1ake out irreplacable resources, while
the 1and itself is drastically changed or -
destroyed?

Mr John Fraser, adm
tration officer with the De-
partment of Lands and Sur-
vey In Southland, shews
scrutineer Mr Bill Bell a
marbie which has just been
drawn from the ballot box,
in the wapiti trophy shoot
ballet yesterday.

@ Story on Page 3.

Russell
- Mataura




Helicopter Pilot Charged
Sk With, Drugs Offences |

Wapiti Relocation
Sir, — Through your c¢oiumn I would ]
like toask Mr Hendersonofthe South-
land National Parks and Reserves
Board how much time (in hours) he has
spent on the ground in the area known as

‘A man, who it is alleged, allowed his helicopter to be used for the commission of a drugs offence,

elected trial by jury after he appeared in the Invercargill District Court y_ester_day.
Mervyn Carter Frisby, a 20 : - —

| the wapiti arga i
| 19822 7
e 1‘*} 2,

1981 and to date in
Interested

-

year-old helicopter pilot, has
been charged with allowing his
helicopter to be used for an of-
fence against the Misuse of
Drugs Act 1975, at Winton on|
February 26. |

He also faced charges of pos-
session of cannabis for supply at ||
Te Anau and cultivating can- |/
nabis at Winton. >

Judge Anderson remaiided
him until April 19 for the taking
of depositions. .

The defendant was released
on bail with one of the condi-'
tions being a daily reporting
- clause.

In a statement yesterday, Mr
| Bell, said in spite of the depl.
etion and harassment of the wa-
piti by more than three months
of capture operations and the
unfavourable time of the trophy
shoot, the overwhelming inter-
{ est in the ballot of blocks this
| week shows the national and in-
| ternational enthusiasm for
| trophy shooting in Fiordland.

!  "Itisan aspect of the chang-
| ing concept of the use of Nation-
| al Parks for multiple recreation
Which np hdministrative body
ha§dthe Tight toignore,” Mr Bell
said.

Obligation

He said the Southland Nation:
al Parks and Reserves Board
had an obligation under recent
legislation to prepare a new
management plan for the wapiti

Relocation of Wapiti

Herd

Sir, — Through your column I would
like tc ask the Minister of Lands two
questions:

1. Exactly where is the final location
being sought for the newly established
wapiti herd?

2. What guarantee does the recrea-
tional hunter of New Zealand have that
anew herd wili be re-established atail?

"T. S. Bagrie
T

Gore =

[Asked to comment, the Minister of
Lands, Mr Elworthy, said:

“‘l. Several sites are currently being
investigated by the Forest Service and
the Department of Lands and Survey as
possible locations for a wapiti herd. I
have on several occasions invited the
public to suggest possible locations, ei-

* ther within the Southland region or else-
where in the country. This invitation

has also been extended to the New Zea- |

‘and Deerstalkers’ Association. I have
3iven an undertaking that any site cho-
sen would first be discussed with the
National Recreational Hunting Advisc-
ry Committee and that the New Zealand
Deerstalkers’ Association would also be
consulted.

“2. T have given a clear assurance
both to the public and to the New Zea-
land Deerstalkers’ Association that the
Government will re-establish a wapiti
herd.” -

‘It seems clear to me that no Govern-
ment would engage in such a time con-
suming and involved operation to cap-
ture and breed up a pure wapiti herd if
its intention was not to re-establish
them. For the benefit of your corre-
spondent [ am happy to repeat my ear-
lier assurance that a wapiti herd will be
relocated, and | hope that T can makean
announcement as to a suitable final lo-
cation in the not too distant future.

“I take the cpportunity to again em-

the hybridization that is going on with
red deer at present. A number of recre-
ational hunters and a number of South-
landers have indicated to me their sup-
port for the venture.”]

More Views

Of Wapiti '7)

Sir, — In spite of all the arguments
and protests put forward by the deer-
stalkers, there is no reason why the ani-
mals should be kept in the Fiordland
National Park for the hunters to kill.

Blood sport (very cruel if the shot is
not a clean one) seems quite out of place
in this supposedly enlightened age. The
killing of animals merely for enjoyment
is repugnant to far more people than
there are deerstalkers.

It locks as if the issue of where the
waipiti will be located will solve itself.
Nobody else appears to want these de-
structive animals for the very reasons
that make them unacceptable in a na-

tional park.
Senecio

Halfmoon Bay

Sir, — By publishing Mr McKenzie's
article “Wapiti Have a Place in Fiord-
land”" on March 11, you allow what by
now has become a drawn-out and well-
aired topic, with endless inter-

pretations, sentiments and mis-
!‘_‘*—‘_'— —

Relocation

r?ﬁresentatians of the truth, to be con-
tinued ad infinitum. The general public
must be thoroughly fed up with the issue
of whether deer, birds or people have a
right to inhabit the national parks. Your
editorial on March 15 adds nothing to
the *'case for the wapiti' apart from in-
dicating your biased stance on this is-
sue

Statistics are useful in convincing
people of the validity of an argument —
‘especially if they are plucked out of the
air, as in the case of one correspondent
who claimed that 98 per cent of New
Zealanders wanted to have the wapiti in
Fiordland rather than relocate them-
elsewhere, One cannot deny that 53,811
names appeared on the *‘Save the Wa-
piti"* petition (not quite 98 per cent of
the population!) nor, on the other hand,
can one fail to note that in the past five
Years only 47 to 67 hunters actually take
part in the trophy shoot in Fiordland in
any one year (and they are the keen
ones— the other 30-odd eligible Shooters
stay at home!).
What do we make of such statistics?
0 me the answer is fairly obvious and |

[ Asked to comment Mr L. E. Hender-

son said: “Sufficiént to make a good

judgment.”]

would therefore suggest that further
carrespondence on the wapiti issue be
withheld for lack of public interest,

Te Anau . Small Bore

'Sir, — How proud I was to be amongst
the 500 or 50 people who gathered in the

James Cumming Wing in Gore last Sat-
urday to discuss the wapitl issue, Look-
Ing round the hall it was noticeabie that
4 wide cross section of the community
Was represented there. There were
farmers, shedrers, lawyers, carpen-
ters, real estate agents, school teach-
€rs, accountants, and a hest of other
professions all with a common ecause —
to save the wapiti in their present habit-
at,
I got the distinct impression that it is
nol the wapiti that needs relocating but
rather the Park Board with the excep-
tion of a “big"* man, Jack McKenzie.

Gore Interested
Sir, — Let’s hope the new wapiti loca-
tion is elk-worthy. .

Alexandra J. B. Russel

Helicopter Crashes

e

Deerstalk
| Stand Idly By

y by watching the carving up'ot
and a small group of commercial
ve member of the New Zealand

Recreational hunters will not stand idi
i a public resource between the Crown
operators, according to an executi
Deerstalkers’ Association, Mr W. A. Bell.

phasize that the cbject of the exercise is
to preserve the wapiti species by ending
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area and submit it for public
commnient.

**Thils has not beendone, and
the new Minister in fact appears
to have acted precipitously in
ordering the capture and re-
location suggestion from the old
board to proceed before new re-
quiremenis had been fulfilled.

‘“The recreational hunting
sector can hardly stand idly by
while it watches the carving up
of a popular public resource
(which it considers should be
part of such multiple use) be-
tween the Crown and a small
group of commercial operators
whe stand to prof itconsiderably
from the deal,”” Mr Bell said.

Public Meeting
The increasing frustration
felt by deerstalkers because of

the relocation programme

kers Will Not

which they believe will never be
a viable proposition in their life-
time, has prompted a public
meeting which will be held in
the James Cumming Wing, in
Gore, tonight at 8pm.

The meeting will include a
number of speakers, including
the national president of the
New Zealand Deerstalkers’ As-
sociation, Mr John Henderson.

Also attending will be the
MPs for Invercargill and Wal-
iace, Messrs'N. P. H. Jones and
D. A, Angus.

{o (PA)
1| Helicopter crash
overseas funds in the

Costly

es cost

Transport’s Flight Safety magazine.

This was the amount of mon-
2y spent on replacement heli-
copters and spare parts after
208 helicopter crashes in the
five years from 1876 until 1930,

Thirteen people were killed
ard 36 seriously injured in the
203 crashes, which resulted in 66
hdicopters destroyed and 130

substantially damaged.

Helicopters invelved in work
stich as game recovery and oln-
er than agricultural work had
an accident rate of 7.6 in 1978
per 10,000 hours in the air. The
rate in 1980 was 18.6,

Bad Record

Flight Safety describes the
record as extremely bad. It says
the industry must face up to its
responsibilities in accident pre-
vention.

The record not only reflected
badly on the role of the helicop-
ter inindustry, but brought into
question its economic viability.

“In order to dispel such
doubts and prove that the air-
icraft is vital to the national

. économy, the industry must

face up to its responsibilities
and maintain a concerted pro-
gramme of accident pre-
! vention,”' the magazine said.

New Zealand more than $10 million in
five years until 1980, according to the Ministry of

‘WELLINGTON

The predominant factor caus.
ing accidents was inflight struc.
tural, mechanicai or power fail-
ure, accounting for 28 per cent
of crashes. Wire strikes during|
flightaccount for 11.7 per cent.

The magazine said in the case
of 26 technically related acci-
dents in deer recovery, half
were with engine accessories or
transmission problems.

**Most, if not all, mechanical
engine failures occurring dur-
ing deerrecovery operations re-
sult in further aircraft damage
during the subsequent forced|
tanding,” Flight Safety said.

It was recognized in game re-
covery operations, there were,
more frequent violent ma-
noeuvres, power changes and
control applications. Wind ef-
fect and turbulence were alsg
relevant factors, the report
said.



;; Wapiti I

Relgeation of wapiti
outside the Fierdland Na-
tional Park came under

“fire at a publicmeeting in
|Gore on Saturday night.

The Southland National
|Parks and Reserves Board was
aceused of being a destructive
body and of adopting standards
af convenience.

More than 400 people, one of
the largest crowds to be seen at
a public meeting in Gore, gath-
ered to hear the guest speakers,
question them and voice their
own opinions - on the con-

meeting yesterday.
. Mr Ken Collett said he was
eoncerned that if the Labour
Party became the Government,
after the next election, the wa-
jiti issue could be raised all
e :
| This type of situation could
state the park, he said.
- It'was very important board
}@?mbm bore this threat in

mind,
Mr Wilson asked whether

troversy. The meeting was
chaired by the Mayor of Gore,
Mr H. L. Smith.

The meeting called upon the
two Members of Pariiament
present, Mr N. P. H, Jones, In-
vercargill, and Mr D. "Angus,
Wallace, to convey to Cabinget
and Caucus the meeting’s oppo-
sition to the removal and re-
location of wapiti from Fiord-
land National Park.

The meeting also resolved

account of public opinion on the
wapiti question and had there-
fore not discharged its proper

Fear Expressed
For Parks

Fear that the Fiordiand National Park was
being used as a “political football” was
. expressed by a member of the Southland
- National Parks and Reserves Board at a

there was any way nationall

- Board

3

Reserves Board will meet with representatives

functions to- advise the Govern-

|

Parks could pe mage sacrosanct
and protected from being kick-
ed around at election time.
National parks had always
been under threat from Parlia-

ment and legisiation, but this ||
had increased, the board’s |
chairman, Mr Jim McFarlane, ||

said.

People concerned with the
parks had to get out and sell the
national park concept rigor-
ously if they wanted to protect
them.

D Meet
alkers

National Parks and

that the board had failed to take A

| cause Fiordland had recreation-
al potential which lay mainly in f}

| serves board had more Lthanone

|| prevailed in the matler, Satur-

[i
3

| ministered for the benefit of the

ment for policy -making pur-|
poses,

It called upon the Minister of
Lands and Forests, Mr El-
waorthy, te revise the method by
which he appoints the national
parks and reserves board, so
that democratically elected
personnel can more properly re-

|

bureaucratic dictatorship.”
Despised

. Harrison, of Queenstown,
said there was no body in South-
iand more despised at present
than the board.

He said it was essential, be-

animais, that the parks and re-

person on it who was interested
in animals.

board, in its role of managing

*'very destructive body.”
Had a little common sense

day night's meeting would have |
been quite unnecessary, hesaid.

“l don't think the idea of
shifting those animals (the wa-
piti) anywhere else is of any ad-
vantage."” |

The parks-and reserves board
and the Minister came under at-
tack from Mr Wilson Campbell.
of Te Anau.

Avministration

“1 am gravely concerned ar
the events over the last 20 vears
in the administration of natien-
al parks,” he toid the mesting.
**Iam particularly concerned at
the standard of administration,
which is a standard of conven-
ience.""

Mr Campbell said he felt the
present administration was
doing what was convenient, not
what was essential for the weli-

Park or the peopie who owned
it.
‘1t appears our parks are ad-

flect public opnion *‘rather than ||

One of the guest speakers. Mr |/

Mr Harrison described the |,

the Fiordland area, as beinga |

iy ation was then given a five-year

being of Fiordland National | ! i
i hunting, the like of which will

"back packer and the mountain-
.eer. They are very important, |

Mr Taylor said it would take
at.least 12 years before the wa-
piti could breed back three
times *‘and political promises,
in my experience, do not last
anywhere near 12 years."

Final Insuilt

The national president of the
New Zealand Deer Stalkers As-
|| sociation, Mr J. B. Henderson,
said the relocation proposal
rep%eﬂen. ted ““the final insult.”

e ‘'wapiti war"’ had begun
in the early 1950s, when the gov-
ernment of the day attempted to
prevent hunting in the wapiti
area, because the newly re-
discovered takahe was located
in nearby mountains, he said.

““We had to vouch for the in-
tegrity of those of our members
who won the right to a trophy
hunting block, otherwise the
public was excluded entirely
from the vast area.

1952° put up the ‘unwelcome
sign’ to deer and deerstalkers’
agpirations and we lived
| through the next 10 or so yea

said.

The second round of the baitle
began in fhe early 1961, when
the  NZDA . applied - peiitical
pressure on the povernment to
restrain the bureauvcrats from
initiating ‘“‘quite nonsensical
kiliing campaigns.” The associ-

trial periodat managing the wa-
| piti-area, to be fellowed by a re-
assessment in the early 1970s:
Rewarded

' *That experiment produced
(not only the data for the most
(comprehensive study of any
species of large mammel in'our
history, bur rewarded the
sporisman with 2 system of

self-administerad recreational

probably never be seen agdin,”
Mr Henderson said.

“Round three of the wapiti
war began to brew with the ad-
vent of the helicopter and the
commercial velvel and yvenison

“The National Parks Act of |

under constant threat of exter-
mination policies, including the
use of poisons,”” Mr Henderson

s'Condemned

~ “Of course, wapiti can be
| raised on farm land anywherein |
| the country and this makes|
sense as a research project if|
the aim is Lo prevent extinction |
in the wild of a particular antlert
patiern or bloodline, Bur if such
a propasition became necessary
and/or desirable, deersialkers
are guite capable of providing
the expertise and the land." he
said.

“The hunter we represent
who seeks the challenge of (ruly
wild deer in rugged country will
not be satisfied with shoeting
paddocik-reared wapiti from the
back of a Land-Rover.”"

Classification

The only drawback of the
Fierdland wapiii area was that
the land happened to be legally
classified in 1952 under the Na-
tional. Parks. Aci.. nearly 50.
years later, Mr Henderson said.

"And ever since we have been |

jfreated to the ‘tut-tutting' and/
| pious hypocrisy of people who
nevertheless turn a blind eye to

rs | the massive moedifications to be

'found in other national parks for
skiers. mountaineers, fish-
lermen and foreign tourists."

| The Fiordland wapiti area is
one of the most invuinerable
landscapes in New Zealand, he
said and the considerable num-
bers of wapiti still remaining
was a good indication of the re-
|silience of the species.

“The species haS success-
fully adapted 1o Fiordland over
the fast 75 vears, It is where na-
ture intends it {o be, or it would
not have survived."

“And the rubbish talked of
hybridization”" was of little con-
isequence to the deerstalker,
Fsaid Mr Henderson. There were
two distinct types of animal in

the area, sufficiently different
for the wapiti type to be of
prime interest to the sportsmen |
and o the commercial oper-
ators.

Wap

Dates
_In relation to this year's wa-
Piti traphy shoot, Mr Henderson '
said it was only the dates the
INZDA was in conflict with,

iti Issue|

l Deers
i The Southland

of the New Zealand Deerstalkers’ Association |- but they are not everybody. The
Y young, the old, the tourist, the

market.al (he turn of that dec-| “"There is only one place the

D_ﬁ;‘gended

ore the f May. ot ihilite { : s _ :

| 'M - g s e 'huflrrsgli]dhi? $§ér gizace.diq— ad'(:.!ﬂé:nat:ernfweeks, we had S?ﬁﬁ?@?'ﬂfﬁ dgl::g—ttoh;‘::rh;?: Un;ler ‘.}‘“’em"‘e’_“ legislation the

Thgsuggestm v:das md:a:xa Board mq_mbbeérs asrif!dm? | Eblaled = “perhapl;y dis- || stripped from us theentire sys-| man of the parks board itself, Southland Na.uo!:al Parks and ReservesBoard '

?ue‘[eﬁ‘ggg:\tahierman Yeﬁts Jﬁ:‘ ﬁgxﬁe&% end | gusted” —by Mr Elworthy's de- || tem so laboriously built and the [ That's the man I believe is re-| had ne alternative but to act tie way it had I

‘McFariane, said he thought the ’3{']\433 ' llcision to remove the wapiti/! Nﬁfd’:‘ i ok Pt ;?ﬂr;;?fegfgr theridiculous date)  about the Wapiti reiocation issue, the board’s ! |

b 5 ; - S i f i £ il steady siream of our fines 5 . . J
idea was sound although he did et 2 ; e gz;l:am bie tiows al.|lEame: animaisien route from| . Messes Jones andAngus alin) chairman, Mr €. J. McFarlane, s:id yesterday.

not know whether it would

settle any differences addressed the meeting, Mr| He was answering criticism

also levelles at the Minisier of:
Jones commenting that he did | that had been levelled at the ' :

most nothing about Fiordland | Fiordland to freezer, [arm and :
Lands and Forests, Mr EI-

National Park,'” he said adding| velvet packing house,

Board member Mrs Blair|

tobbie said she feit very strong-
¥ there should be a meefing be-

ween the two so the board’s
ww members could be in-
formed of the issues involved.
 The board was made up of or-
{dinary people who were making

‘She said she could think of

{four cases where both sides of |

the story should have been

There had been a lot of fiak
gver the last few weeks and the
\board had come up for quite ex-
Itian‘e criticism, board member
Mr Duncan Wilson said.

1f the deerstalkers were giv-
en some time: to spesk to the

decisions that affected others. |

board it could be valuable.
r :

a great deal of discretion or
knowledge.

Balance
| He said the Fiordiand wapiti
j were living in balance with na-
‘ture, ““which is more than the
stoats are doing.” :

Mr Campbell said he hoped
Messrs Jones and Angus would
take back to Wellington the
message thal everyone must
have the opportunity to enjoy
the park in the way they wanted
to- .

An organizer of the meeting.
Mr W. B. Taylor, of Te Anau,
said it was “extremely grat-
ifying’” 10 see so many people at
th\a meeting.

‘It's almost beyond our ox-
| pectations,’” he said.

Mr Elworthy had shown “'po-
litical courage’” in announcing
just after the election the deci-
sion 10 remove the wapiti lrom
Fiordland, Mr Taylor said.

It was a shocking titing to do
and a shocKing time to announce
it

He said thatif the matter was
not 5o serious. he would laugh at
how anybedy could possibly be-
lieve that a wapiti herd could be
| purified and located in the num-
ber of vears which has been esti-
mated.

that the Minister had not shown |

“Round four is now upon us
and represenis the final msult.
A commercial farming lobby is
going 10 try for the remaining
wapiti with the blessing of an/

the deer business at ajl,
Mr Angus said he supported |
Mr Campbell's proposal, that
national parks were for the '
accommodating  government, |People. . ;
whose intention it is to placate] "My stand is that T want the |
thgse sporismen who are not en-j fetention and the relocation of
tirely punch drunk, by dangling! e wapiti in and back to their
the carrot of a relocated wapititBresent site. The area then
herd." he said. Ishsuld be declared a recreation-
Saturday night's meeting was, 2l hunting area.” he said.
the most effective way of dem-f A feature of the meeting was

litieal leaders what the public by Mr J. McKenzie, showing the.
required, he said. wapiti and other wildlife of the
Cost area. ]
1 0 After the meeting, Mr W: B.
One of the absurdities of the| Tavior said he had been pleased
reiocation proposal. Mr Hen-r with the attendance and speak-
derson said, was the Sheer cost ers; A lot of things could ot be
involved. He said the exerciselsaid becatise of the time scale of
would run for 10 to 20 years and| the meeting, he said, but there
the minimum amount of money had been some "vei‘y direct"’
required would run into seven criticism of the parks and re-
figures. serves board.

I

onstrating to the country’s po- the presentation of a film, shot ed

jnot think the Crown should be in | board during a public meeting

at h(!;ure on Saturday.

ore than 400 people path-l
ered to discuss the con-
troversial relocation of Fiord-
land’s wapiti.

People failed to recognize
that under the legislation the
boardhad no option but to taks!
the course it took, Mr McFar-
lane said.

It had discharged the func-
tions for which it was appoint-

‘Had the meeting Sought to!
have speakers from the board,
present they could have given
the other side of the picture and
there might have been a more

informed and balanced view, he
said.

Not Invited
Neither h'imself ner South-

land's commissioner of Crown

worthy but ecould not be con-
tacted for comment.

Another absurdity was that]
for 25 years it had been a serious
offence to liberate deer in the
wild.

“For a government 1o now
say it is'willing (o do so repre-|
senis an incredible about-face,
and it is absurd 10 believe it
could happen.”

Mr Hendsrson said there'

were no remote, rugged areas
of New Zzaland left which ceuld

fulfil the requirements of sus-
| taining a wapiti herd in a wild
| state, E

lands, Mr J. P. Harty, had been
mnvited to attend.

Regarding the dates for the
wapiti shoet for which the
(board’s chairman was blamed
by the president of the MNew Zea-
land Deer Stalkers’ Associ-
ation, Mr J. B. Henderson, Mr
McFariane said he had no part

- |in the setting of these.
/ Criticism at the meeting was
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. Plea For Retention Of
Wapiti In Fiordlﬂ d =

I

S

It’s time the politicians ke

related to the wapiti.

The policies of Government, South-
land National Parks and Reserves
Board, Forest Service and Lands and
Survey Department indicate a lack of

understanding of the principles of wild- _

lifeand natural resource management,

The removal and transfer of the wa-
piti herd from Fiordland National Park
cannot be justified under proven wild-
life management principles and natural
resource management. For the sake of
commercial motives, it appears that
the removal of the recreational herd is
being justified on the interpretation of
the National Parks Act which relates to
the status of introduced species of ani-
mals (and plants).

In this stage of our history it is high
time that introduced wildlife that has
successfully adapted to New Zealand
conditions is brought into the accept-
ability that is accorded any species that
has a value for aesthetic and recreation-
al purposes. Good examples exist
throughout our fauna, of animals that
are an accepted part of our wildlife
scene — for example mallard duck,
brown and rainbow trout, Canada goose
and black swan.

All of these animals have a free range
in our national parks. !

Many other introduced species have a
free range too. A comprehensive list
could be compiled and would include
both plants and animals — stoats, opos-
sums, sparrows, blackbirds, skylarks,
hares, chamois, and rabbits for ex-!
ample, or coeksfoot, Russell Jupin, dan-
delion, pinus contorta, or rye grass as
examples of introduced plants.

. Perhaps the Southland National
Parks and Reserves Board would like to
justify the retention of the brightly col-
oured Russell lupin “plots’ on the is-
lands of the Eglington river near Cas-
cade Creek, or the presence of
introduced grasses and herbs surround-
ing the tourist hotel in Milford Sound.

The wapiti it seems has been singled
out for special attention.

One of the arguments used is that the
wapili is competing with the takahe for
habitat. This would be a sound reason
for removing wapiti from takahe habit-

ke L e G e

By RAYMOND C. W. ZANDER
D_iploma, Wildlife Management

of Palmerston North

pt their fingers out of wildlife management, especially when it’s ~=s:”

atwereitnotfor one particular thing.

The takahe apparently disappeared
and was ‘‘rediscovered'" in 1948 by Dr
Orbell. The previously reported speci-
mens were taken in the period between
1849 and 1898.

But about 75 years ago the first wapiti
were introduced to Fiordland. It ap-
pears that the wapiti and the takahe
coexisted in the Fiordland environment

Mr ZANDER

from about 1907 to 1948, a period of
about 40 years.

(I wonder if for example the re-
lationship between tekahe and wapiti
was beneficial to both species, or per-
haps more particularly to the takahe?)
During the past 60 to 70 years the wapiti
has been mainly hunted, until the event
of the helicopter, by foot slogging recre-
ational hunters seeking trophies in the
wilderness of the challenging Fiordland
landscape. This is no cakewalk and the
penetration of the bush and open tops is
a place for experienced and thoroughly
prepared hunters and outdoors people.
The ruggedness of the area demands to-
tal preparation for all the skills of hunt-
ing and tramping. !

“If there are no wapiti there will be no

i e el R e~ et P At S i+ e

n

hunters. There will be no challenges tg o«
the uninitiated. The Tararuas and=-»
Ruahines are like the hills of Kimbolton -«
when compared with Fiordland, £,
We need to rethink our approaches to %2
the status of our wildlife, whether it be? !/
introduced or native. : IO
I suggest that the arguments being;:
used by government bodies and the park ;i -~
board are fallacious when they are con- =/
sidered in the total context of proven: sow
wildiife and natural resource manage-1 i/}
ment principles. Jimasm
Will the red deer occupy the ecologic—-— -
al niche vacated by the wapiti?
If they do there will be more individ-
uals per hectare, since the red deer are
smaller animals. The carrying capacity
of the habitat determines the number of
animals using the available food and
cover. As the wapiti are larger than red
deer it could be justifiably argued that
there would be fewer wapiti occupying
the same area.
As there are fewer animals to hunt,.
the quality of the trophy heads is known ™
to be higher than where larger numbers'®
of animals exist. Also, as fewer individ-+
uals exist to hunt, it could be expected - -
that the recreational hunter could exer-; . . _,
cise some measure of control over herd

—
+
L

Perhaps an “all-out onslaught' op~.=-
stoats would be more beneficial to our,5/ &
native wildlife in national parks. The: -«
probability of this occurring is pretty:si -
slim, as this cannot be a revenue earn- !
ing venture. It could be nevertheless “/ o
(along with the removal of the last cat =1/
from our national parks) a significant!” <~
factor in the saving from destruction OfFsinRy
some of our more vulnerable species of (1!
native birds. SRR

All wildlife ecologists know that it ig: "
almost impossible to totally eliminate a -

(e

species from the environment (the lasi **
‘rabbit has not been killed yet!) :
A plea for common-serse discussigh "*"
is made here, as the total removal and '
commercialization of the wapiti will ret’ 177+
move from our New Zealand wildlife!! """

L

e VB

scene an animal that is hunted, photo- "
graphed, stalked, and siudied in a rug-,’
ged and majestic envimnment that is -
Fiordiand,

Helicopter, Operators
- Oppose L

(PA)

Helicopter operators and some lawyers are irate over proposed
e seizure by Forest Service officers of
in illegal deer hunting.

ing power cannot be justified
under any gufse. '

Under existing legislation of-
ficers
nected with venison recovery,
other than aircraft. 3

Avenger Helicopters Limit-
ed, of Invercargill, told the se-

legislation,

Animal Control
Bill.

Seizure and forfeiture of air-
craft, sometimes worth more
than $500,000, “may well be the
only real deterrent suificient to
combat helicopter poaching,”

the deer farmers said.

- The common law committee
of the Otago District Law
Society submitted that helicop-
fer operators could be forced
into bankruptey by ‘the meas-

ure,

which would allow th
aircraft suspected of being used

But the New Zeaiand Deer
Farmers' Association told a
Parliamentary select com-
-mittee yesterday it welcomed
the planned powers in the Wild
Amendment

The aircraft could be seized
for up to 12 months while hear-
ings were awaited, the com-
mitiea said.

They might be seized over the
October-April hunting season
and the operator, meanwhile,
be faced with insurance and fi-
nance costs for an aircraft of,
for instance, $2000 a week.

lect

*To invest the investigating
and prosecuting officers with
Draconian powers over sub-
stantial assets is totally without
need or merit,”" the Otago law
committee said.

“The extension of the exist-

<

islation

Venison recovery operators of-
ten work in remote areas, They
would be left stranded if their
helicopters were seized.

The firm also said that any
person with a grudge against an
operator could make a false ac-
cusation, have a helicopter
seized and the operator be
forced out of business.

WELLINGTON

Can seize items con-|

committee, helicopter

Wvﬁ‘pﬁ/%,w;i}o; ¢l Sy_a?j{%ﬁr%i

' Sir,—MrC.J. McFarlane shows very
- little knowledge of wapiti and therefore
¢ 1 feel he is unqualified to commenton _
wapiti. If the Minister's proposal to re- -
locate the wapiti had shown any merit .
he would have at least received some ;
- support from hunters and the public. Mr
' McFariane knows as well as anybody
else that the Minister's proposal will
still result in hybridization unless the :
wapiti are contained in a domestic situ-
ation behind a fenceé. Therefore to con-
trol hybridization is much simpler and
cheaper in Fiordiand than anywhere
else. The wapiti area has two natural
| . boundaries — Lake Te Anau and the sea
coastline. Red deer can only enter from
the north or the south.

land National Parks and Reserves
Board was accused of being a *‘destruc- ;
tive body.” Mr Joe Citizen must be |
heartily sick of the Parks Board and the
Government. Out of the 500 citizens who ,
attended the Gore meeting there would '
be lucky to be 20 who supported the
' Parks Board and Governgment in this
. crazy relocation proposal. Mr McFar-
lane and other Fark board members of
. similar thinking have every right to be
~ concerned. If they faced a democratic
election they would most certainly be
displaced by a ratio close to 500/20.
Both Messrs McFarlane and Hender-
son are completely out of touch with the
park they administer. To state that the
wapiti area has been ‘' gutted” by ani-_
mais and the protectior of wapiti would
be at the expense of native flora and
fauna is certainly no indication of the

| present situation. Dr Alan Mark, pFo: 2
 fessor of botany at Otago University, .
led a group of 40 botanists including
Park Board member Mr L. Hutching.
into Deep Cove earlier this year. Dr,
| IMark states (6.2.82) “‘The forests are.
virtually widisturbed and the profusion;
and 'size of the ferns in Fiordiand
.. armagzed those who had not seen this part- !
of .the -country before.” 1 would ke
Messrs McFarlane and Henderson—to-
visit the wapiti area now so an end Gan
' be put to those ridiculous statement'g_
; D. Jacksorp:

Balclutha RD
> [Abridged. — Ed]

Wapiti iﬂ&l‘a’ﬁon

Sir, — 1 bave read with interest that

' the Southland National Parks and Re-

i serves Board claims 1o be doing the
husters a favour by removing some of
the wapiti from Fiordiand for re-

~ location elsewhere. In one way they are

- doing us a favour, despite the fact that

| there is no really suitable area for're-
location, and that is rescuing them from

 the helicopter’s bullet or 1080 poison.

GRS e o e o S N

I feel that the real blow has yet to
come once the authorities deem that
sufficient animals have beea captured

' for the consortium and relocation then
an extensive poisoning programme in
Fiordland will be undertaken in order to
attempt to eradicate deer, chamwois and
opossums. They are well aware of the
fact that aerial shooting and capture
only reduces the animal population and
furthermore it is too costly these days.

The whole “‘relocation operation’” is

an absolute farce. \ J

| R. W. Woodward

i\ Otatara

+ _[Slightly abridged. — Ed.] " _

At a recent public meeting the South-

[

tional Parks and Reserves Boa

having admitted that it made 4
democratic decision. It is a pity !

Southland National Parks and R -
Board hasn't as yet admitted if,
made an undemocractic decision i
request that the wapiti be reloe

Not only has it disregarded the vig

the public, a board member, Mr

derson had the audacity to bringaj
motion to the last board meeting§
mending the Minister for his ag

delieve the board’s view is quite j
ponsible from a vegetation man
ment point of view, if the Govern

' succeeds in removing most of the
there wili be little incentive for the
reational hunter to afford an expes
trip to the Fiordland west coast (
sequently, the board will become.
barrassed by incredibly high deerp
lations. The board has got to unders
that if it continues to fight for exte
nation of deer it will always con
coming off second best. A manage
plan for deer is the only solution,

When the pristine extremists og
board and elsewhere are jolted bag
reality they, too, will agree that anj
management will be the only pra
option, The Otago National Parks
Reserves Board asked that the Fy
Service should consider the ma
ment of the Wakitipu white tail
herd.

I would like to ask the Southland
tional Parks and Reserves Board
they haven't asked the Forest Servi
take over the management of the ¥
in Fiordiand? |

The Otago National Parks and
serves Board seems to be serving
terests of the people they repre
Why should Southland be so uni|
nate?

Stirling L
[Asked to comment, the chai

the Southland National Parks and
serves Board, Mr C. J. McFa
said: ‘‘the chairman of the O g
tional Parks and Reserves Board i
that his board has made any undd
cratic decisions.

“Animal control in the Mt Asp
National Park is carried out in acg
ance with a plan prepared by the A
Zealand Forest Service under the
quirements. of the Wild Animals
This plan recognizes the status of
land involved, ie national park.
main white tail deer herd is not in
Mt Aspiring National Park, but is i
adjacent Dart State Forest. The Of
board has asked that the control of
mals in this adjoining area should
compatible with national park valy

“L. Burgess suggests that rec
tional shooters will not visit Fip
after relocation. In my view, the ref
al of the restriction now placed:
shooting in the area, except during
brief trophy shoot period, wiil ency
age substantially more than the §
oured 50 to 60'shoolers who now usef
area annually. The contribution of
recreational shooter to the reductip

deer numbers in the wapiti area
been of some use but quite insignifig
in comparison to the reduction obik
by commercial operators.’]
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Fiordland Park’s new chief
ranger Mr Paul Green
(middle) was welcomed at a
meeting of the Southland
National Parks and Re- |
serves Board yesterday by
the chairman, Mr Jim
McFarlane (left) and South-
land’s Commissioner of
Crown Lands, Mr Joe Harty.
Mr Green, who will be based
at Te Anau, was chief ranger
at the Hauraki Gulf Mari-
time Park. Before that he
was a ranger at the Tong-
ariro National Park, at Oha-.
kune, a senior ranger and
then acting chief ranger at
Whakapapa, in the same
park. Mr Green said he had
always wanted to work here.
He had done some tramping |
in Fiordland and so knew
part of the country involved.

More Views on Wapiti

Relocation

Sir,— Mr McFarlane claims that the
Southland National Parks and Reserves
Board had no alternative but to act as it
did on the wapiti issue. (ST, 15.3.82).

Mr Elworthy indicated at a meeting
at Te Anau in December, 1981, that the
Government would consider the re-
tention of wapiti in Fiordland National
Park if the board so recommended. This
makes nonsense of Mr McFarlane’s
claim. If the board had discharged the
function for which it was appointed, it
would have listened to public opinion
and recommended wapiti retention.

To his point on his and Mr Harty’s non
invitation to the public meeting, I can
only say that 500 people attended the
meeting without invitations being sent,
but took the public notice as advice.
Many others who did not receive in-
vitations sent apologies for non-attend-
ance, one being the Mayor of Queens-
town who read the public notice and
wrote expressing his support. There
were others who attended and took the
opportunity to advise the meeting of
their views which were not necessarily
in support of the hunters. They were lis-
tened to with respect.

1 must stress that the meeting was
called by the hunters to discuss the re-
tention of the wapiti herd in the park,
and by placing a public notice in the
press, invited any and all who are inter-
ested in this issue to join in a public dis-
cussion. If Mr McFarlane chose to ig-
nore that, that is his prerogative.

But as Mr McFarlane feels that jus-

the debate were not adequately shown,
may I seriously suggest that the South-
land National Parks and Reserves
Board accept this as a formal request
#by New Zealand Deerstalkers’ Associ-
ation to have three or four of its mem-
bers attend the meeting of the board fol-
lowing the March meeting, to formally
discuss the broader issues of the wapiti
debate. As the board is governed by the
Public Bodies Meetings Act, members
of the public can hear this debate, as he
seems offended that they missed this
opportunity on March 13. If this is unac-
ceptable would Mr McFarlane and Mr
Harty agree to a public debate with two
of our members?
John C. Bamford

Vice-Presiglent

NZ Deerstalkers A iation
Balclutha RD
19 [3/%2,
Sir,— I agree with *‘Small Bore’’ and

his comments on your editorial of
March 15, which suggests to make na-
tional parks a farce. I understand the
Act passed was to enable the preserva-
tion of ‘‘natural and distinctive features
for all people’s benefit’’ the ideology
includng preservation of soil, water,
and plants; the extermination of all for-
eign aspects excepting people.

Animals do make a great attraction
in overseas parks, granted, but what
have we got that'is uniquely ours? A fast
approaching nothing? (Takahe?)

The editorial suggests ‘' Wapiti an as-
set”’ ‘‘vegetation threat doubtful’’ and
“hunter entitled to own way.”’

I worked for five years on a survey
that covered the whole of the South Is-

| tice has not been done and both sides of

land. Before and after that time in-
volved me in four different tramping
clubs, yet I have yet to see any land as-
set of true natural quality; the dis-
appointment of seeing remote areas in
short stumps in a sea of mud, the eaten
remains of our fabulous Prince of Wales
Feathers crepe fern, and the ever in-
creasing population of common hard -
ferns, to name a few.

There are a few busy areas, where ve-
getation is pretty good, but it’s not natu-
ral (as in virgin) so as a botanist I've
never seen bush ‘‘my way,”’ surely, I'm |
also entitled to that.

I'd like to go on a hunt with someone
for those elusive animals, wapiti, or
whatever, and absorb the dedication .
and the skill required. I envy a little
those who can. 1 wonder how many
hunters feel that way-about my *‘sport.”’
It must be difficult to reconcile to the
idea of having to go perhaps to Nelsonto
find a wapiti; or I to an island, or re-
mote cliff on the far west coast to find
those plants that are now listed as rare,
to add to New Zealand’s pitiful record of
permanently lost flora and fauna.

I believe though, that when the Gov-
ernment’s barrel scrapers start getting
splinters, the big shift will cease, and in
a year or so you will have the park the
way you’re ‘‘entitled’ to it, and I will
have what's left again, — natural and
distinctive what?

Having travelled intensively over the .
South Island, in bush, over lakes
(drowned ones) and then to see my
workmate botanist go home, did I feel
disappointed? Nay, embarrassed!

A. A. Fredric

Invercargill .

-

+ Sir—In reply to Mr L. E. Henderson's
letter of 20.3.82, my argument was nev-
er over whether or not deer and wapiti
had caused damage in the park. Quoting
my own letter of 18.3.82: ““I am the last
person to say these animals did not do
damage. They did do damage— but they
did not do irreparable damage." Stoats,
by the way, were never blamed in my
correspondence for causing damage to
leafy understorey vegetation as Mr
Henderson seems to have interpreted it
— only to ground birds.

I have, at Mr Henderson's suggest-
ion, called at park headguarters in Te
Anau and viewed the photographs he
mentions showing ‘‘complete forest col-
lapse”', There are two such photos ac-
companying Mr C. J, McFarlane’s ar-
ticle of 23.3.82. Photographs always
show what is immediately in front of the
camera and nothing more, and are used
as such.

In the mid and late 60s the Forest

Service built vegetation enclosures in =~

certain areas of the park to establish
just exactly what damage the browsing
animals were doingand how rapidly the
bush could recover if left alone. Thereis
one in the Lugar Bumn region of the wa-
piti area — a part of it where the deer .
population is now at a controlled level,
Today. the vegetation outside iiie deer-
proof enclosure .is virtually in- .
distinguishable from that within in it.

If Mr McFarlane really believes that
‘‘expert opinions and reports on the wa-
pitiin Fiordland. . . are valueless unless
fully quoted or quoted with balancing
comment” (23.3.82) let him publish a
photo of that, so that the public can
judge whether or not the forest is at a
**stage of complete collapse.” .

I have no photographic evidence — it
proves nothing about the whole area —
but I have something I think is more im-
portant — a sound knowledge of all the
areas involved, gained through many

years of hunting them.

H. J. Paulin

~ Te Anau

[Slightly abridged. — Ed.]

Sir, — New Zealand has approx-
imately 26,905,700 hectares of land
mass, of which approXimately 2,153,123 *
hectares is set aside in national parks,
and approximately 517,877 hectares in
public reserves, giving a total of ap-
proximately 2,670,500 hectares national
parks and reserves.

New Zealand has.10 national parks,
three in the North Island and seven in
the South Island. The largest national
park, 1,212,000 hectares, is the Fiord-
land National Park, just under half of .
New Zealand’s total area set aside in
national parks. It is one of the largest ;
national parks in the world and the only |
natural known habitat of two flightiess -
birds, the takahe and the kakapo (al-
though a small colony of kakapo '
struggles tosurvive onStewart Island). .

Our national parks offer beautiful
scenery and great opportunities to .
tramp, climb, ski, fish, hunt, camp-and
picnic to the public. :

" A total of 18 wapiti were liberated in
George Sound in 1905 and 1907. The wa-
piti now occupy approximately 170,000

'More Views on Wapiti
Relocatio} TR

s

ctares, less than 15 per cent of the
north-west corner of the park.

I have been in Fiordland National -
Park and have spent many houss in the -
mountains, loving the peace and tran-
quility, watching the birds while on
hunting trips, and I am sure there is
room in that vast park for a controlled
wapitl herd. i

1, like other recreational hunters and
conservationists, deplore the coming
state-of the western ridges of George
Sound/Bligh Sound as shown in the
photos in The Southland Times of March
23, and this, to my mind, is partly due to
the park board not acting wisely in
game management,

I would like the Southland National
Parks and Reserves Board to inform
the people of their efforts to control the
stoats in the Fiordland National Park -
before there are fewer native birds than
there already are struggling to survive,

“Hunter James"
Otatara

L

Wapiti Relocation

Sir, — I read with astonishment Mr C.
J. McFarlane’s article ‘‘Wapiti Incon-
sistent with Park Status.'’ The two pho-
tographs, showing damage done by ani-
mals in the George Sound/Bligh Sound
areas are akin to a farmer taking a pho-
tograph ol a gateway on a wet day after
amob of sheep has gone through, whilst .
his hack is turned on all the green pas-
ture behind him.

1 do not intend challenging all Mr
McFarlane's points but I cannot allow
to go unchallenged his statistics on the
low numbers of hunters in the area. No-
hody is going to take two weeks off
work, pay approximately $200 for plane
hire plus $100 for food and then tramp
into'the heart of thé wapiti country and
see no animals. This is not an exagger-
ation, as two years ago I spent three
hours flying in a helicopter and saw only
14 animals; 1 have spent more time in
the area than any board member other
than Mr Jack McKenzie, having tra-
versed all the main watersheds in the
wapiti area.

So, when I see the Parks Board em-
barking on such a naive, one-sided, .
campaign to justily its reasans for re- ',
moval or elimation of wapiti in Fiord- -
land, osne must question whether it is
serving the public and acting as guard-
ians for future generations of New Zea-: -
landers.

W. 1 4F.fSomerville

30 /33,

Sir, — Do the ‘people of Southland
know that the Fiordland National Park
has approximately 30 square miles of
land set aside for the notornis, better
known as the takahe, and no member of
the public is allowed to set foot in that
area, unless they are one of the select
few who can find some valid reason to
study the takahe.

Surely there must be some room for
the wapiti which were in the park before
it became a national park and before the
takahe were rediscovered.

Pine Bush

Russell
Mataura ] A



Fiordland National Park —
some 1.2 miilion hectares in ex-
tent — is among the finest and
largest national parks in the
world.

In the New Zealand context, it is
probably the prime example of an area
designated ‘‘for the purpose of pre-
serving in perpetuity as national parks,
for their intrinsic worth and for the ben-
efit, use and enjoyment of the public,
areas of New Zealand that contain scen-
ery of such distinctive guality, ecologic-
al systems, or natural features so beau-
tiful, unique, or scientifically important
that their preservation is in the national
interest” under the National Parks Act
1980:

The Southland National Parks and
Reserves Board is charged with the
formulation of policy and management
planning under this legislation. Over-
riding all policy formation are included
the requirements of the Act to:

@ Preserve the park, as far as possible
in its natural state.

@ Except where the Authority other-
wise determines, to preserve native
plants and animals, as far as pos-
sible, and to exterminate introduced
animals as far as possible.

These are the basic tenets of national
park mangement and administration
worldwide. They have special signifi-
cance here because of the unique nature
of New Zealand flora and fauna which
have evolved over millions of years,
without grazing animals or contact with
other iand masses since the drift from
‘the ancient Gondwanaland continent
began.
 Has management for preservation

been effective? Regrettably, in many'

areas the answer must be no, mainly
through the difficulty in exterminating
introduced species. This does not mean
the battle is lost, only that we must try
narder where there is scope for prog-
ress — for example, cn the local scene,
reduction of browsing animal numbers
and extension'and improvement of the

takahe habitat. o
The advent of commercial venison

recovery and deer capture has been a
breakthrough in the reduction of deer
numbers in those areas of Fiordland
which have been subject to normal heli-
copter coverage. Understorey vegeta-
tion, palatable grasses and mountain
flowers are coming away as deer num-
bers have declined.

An exception is the wapiti area, cov-
ering about one fifth of the park area.
There have been improvements here
since the Fiordland National Park
Board, introduced helicopter control
against the wishes of the national exec-
utive of the NZDA although with the
support of local deerstalker members.
The board’s hands were tied however
since 1974 by a Goverment direction to

" shoot red deer and hybrids before wa-

piti. This direction has had the effect.of
protecting wapiti and most hybrids with
wapiti characteristics. :

Too Many Animals

[t is quite clear — from evidence
gathered by ranging staff — that animal
numbers'in the wapiti area-are too high,
especially in view of the fact that vege-
tation devastated prior to the advent of
the helicopter has not yet recovered.
The accompanying  relatively recent
photographs taken on the western
ridges of the George Sound-Biyh Sound
area illusirate the type of problem that
can occur. The first stage is the destruc-
tion of the understorey and the exposure
of the root system of canopy trees. The
next is the scouring of topsoil, under-
cutting of root system and eccasional
wind throw of canopy trees.'Even with-
out wind throw the forest canopy will
eventually disappear through failure to

regenerate if heavy grazing continues.

- Wapits
1th Par

Inc
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This article, titled “Wapiti Area — National
Park or Grazing Area for Introduced Game

Animals,’’ is by

Mr C. J. McFARLANE,

chairman of the Southland National Parks and

It is this probiem of excessive animal
numbers that has forced the Govern-
ment to reassess ihe existing protection
of wapiti and semi-protection of hybrids
and formalize the management of the

| area in terms of the legislation, that is

| the National Parks Act and the Wild An-

—.

imais Act that applies to it. The present
protests follow the Minister of Lands’
implementation of a decision to re-
locate the wapiti taken by the Muldoon
Adminstration before the 1981 General
Election.

Public Consulation

Those advocates of retaining wapiti
in Fiordland who persist in their claims
that the Crown or the Fiordland Nation-
al Park Board or the present Southland
National Parks and Reserves Board
have not consulted the public, are ap-
parently unable or unwilling io re-
member the public consultation that
followed the visit of the Hon. Venn
Young, Minister of Lands, tc the area in
September 1979, foilowing representa-
ions fruin recreational hunters.

After his inspection of the area, Mr
Young met with ail parties, including
recreational hunters, at Te Anau and,
following wide ranging discussions,
called on the Ficrdland National Park
Board, in consultation with the New
Zealard Forest Service, to prepareare-
port and plan for recreational hunting in
Fiordland National Park, including the
wapiti area.

The preface to this report was as fol-
lows: :

“In announcing the release of this
docurment for public discussion, the
Minister of Lands sfafed that the diver-

__ Reserves Board. .

herd.

gent views listed in the report had pre-
viously been put forward by various in-
terest groups. He hoped that these
groups would take the opportunity to
give him their thoughts so that deci-
sions, which would protect park values
as well as cater for the interests of rec-
reational hunters, could be made. Indi-
viduals and organizations should for-
ward their tomments to Hon. Venn

' Young.”

As far as { am aware, the recreation-
al hunting lobby responded fully to Mr
" Young's invitation.
In reviewing the problems of man-
" agement of wapiti in Fiordland, the re-
port mentions:

* @ The undesirable effects of browsing

animals on park vegetation.

@ The difficulties in attempting to re-
tain a pure wapiti trophy herd in the
face of hybridization with red deer.

: @ Finance needed for effective game:
:' " management,.

@ The natural disinclination of hunters
to carry out culling of hydrids.

. @ Failure to cull trophy red stags.

.
Options ‘
Seven opticns on the future of the wa-
piti were given for public comment:
1. Maintaining the status quo, ie vir-
tual protection of wapiti with flow-on
! protection to hybrids with wapiti char-
acteristics.

2, Absorbing the wapiti area into the
rest of the park and treating wapiti in
the same manner as other introduced
animals that is, full exposure to both
commercial and recreational hunting
pressures.

3. Managing and controlling a wapiti
trophy herd within the park.

4. Uplifting the national park status of

' the wapiti area.

5. Relocating selected wapiti or wa-
piti type animals.

6. Removing and utilizing animals in
the deer farming industry. :

7. Re-establishing a pure wapiti herd
in Fiordland National Park.

Recommendation

The board's recommendation to the
Minister was to follow the relocation
option as being the only one that would
satisfy the requirements of the National
Parks Act, the Wild Animal Control Act
1977 (prohibiting recreational hunting
areas in national parks) and the deers-
taikers’ requirement for a pure wapiti

Management and controt of a trophy
hunting herd of wapiti within the park
was seen to be complicated, impractic-
al and beyond reasonable cost owing to:

— the strong and emotionai conflict of
sectional interests (including differen-
ces of opinion within the NZDA itself, as
to control) !

— the interbreeding

— the difficulty of selective culling

— the ruggedness of the terrain

— the impracticability of adequate

surveillance

— the economics of policing and ad-

ministration

Further statistics showed that, since

' 1975, trophy shoots had, in fact, catered

for relatively few shooters: 1975 — 68
shooters; 1976 — 60 shooters; 1977 — 48
shooters; 1978 — 63 shooters; 1979 — 58

. shooters; 1980— 67 shooters; and 1981 —

47 shooters; an average of 58 approx-
imately per year. This then is the num-
ber of shooters the taxpayer is being
asked to subsidise to the tune of thou-
sands of dollars annually at the request
of the NZDA or administration, control
and policing, including the use of heli-
copters at $500 per hour. No other sport
could expect such a subsidy for so few
active participants.

Apart from public consultation fol-
lowing Mr Young's visit, the matter
was discussed fully before a Select
Committee convened to hear represen-
tations on the wapiti petition, and ear-
lier when a decision was made under the
Wild Animals Act to prohibit recrea-
tional hunting areas in national parks.

‘; Expert Opinion

Over the years, expert opinions and
reports on the wapiti in Fiordland have
been produced ad nauseam. As in ali ob-
jective study, however, these are value-
less unless fully quoted or quated with
balancing comment. Lack of balance or
incomplete quotations have been a fea-
ture of NZDA campaigning over the
years. Consider two hoary old repeats
from Mr Jack McKenzie’s feature ar-
ticle in The Southland Times on March
11. 1982,

(1

S g et e

sten
k Status

_ Dr Murie, leader of the 1949 expedi-
tion, is quoted by Mr McKenzie as stat-
ing ‘... weareagreed that a moderate
wapiti population need not be a serious
threat to the Fiordland forest."

In commenting on this statement,
however, a co-author of the report, Mr

A. L. Poole, then Director General of
Forests.and better qualified than Dr
Murie to comment, said in 1963: ‘“This
statement was, of course, written about
the herd as it existed then. It makes no
reference to national parks values,
which is a separate issue, or to the fact
that the wapiti herd must expand and al-
most certainly reach country more to

' the east (of its 1949 range) where the

type of damage would be quite different
and almost certainly more severe from
that caused in the present habitat. Sub-
sequent events proved just how accu-
rate this was. To state that comments
based on observation made in 1948/49 is
evidence supporting a case for manage-
ment of wapiti as a game animal is a
gross misrepresentation of the facts. It
ignores National Park legislation and
the responsibility of National Park
Boards and the National Parks Author-
ity charged with the administration of
national parks. It ignores the (then)
Noxious Animals Act and it ignores the
failure of attempted management, ap-
plied over a long period of time to other
introduced animals. These are all sepa-
rate issues from the condition of the ve-
getation in its (wapitis) range in 1949.
None of them were commented on in the
“Fiordiand reports.”

It isclear that Mr Poole’s comment is
vital to give objective balance to this
problem.

Mr McKenzie’s reference to the opin-
ion of a courageous forestry scientist
that sustained production of big game in
Fiordland was a safe and legitimate use
of the land, refers no doubt to the paper
published in the NZ Science Review,
April 1959, by the late J. T. Holloway
who actually said: ‘‘All told, assuming
that the Stillwater Valley is indeed typi-
cal, we have in Fiordland an area
where, disregarding values inherent in
the National Park concept, sustained
production of game animals is a safe
and legitimate use of the land. Modifi-
cation of the vegetation and elimination
of some plant species may be regretted
by those who regard national parks as
areas to be kept inviolate and in their
pristine condition for all tirne, but this is
impossibie.’’

Failure to quote the words initalics in
the statement completely alters the

= meaning of J. T. Holloway’s quotation.

The outcome of the 1978 Silver Ju-
bilee conference is consistently mis-
represented by the deerstalkers' lobby.

The conference did not pass any rec-
ommendation that could even remotely
be construed as a waiver o allow in-
troduced grazing animals in national
parks. One of the six workshops recom-
mended that the Authority investigate a

. change to the existing policy with re-
- spect to introduced flora and fauna
where these were not detrimental to
other park values. When this recom-
mendation was referred back to the full
| conference it was pointed out that it was
7 contrary to the spirit of the National
Parks Act and not adopted.

- After Relocation

The trophy hunting [raternity woul
have the public believe that, after ¢
location, the area will be bereft df}
game. The practical realities are that|
will not, although the numbers will b
reduced, especially after control .

i ures used in other parts of the park an
. put into action.

Included in the reduced number will

| be animals with both red and wa
. genetic characteristics, and they wil
' doubt thrive on the increased food

ply. The park administration will
come recreational shooters on a e
round basis, as is now done in all pari§
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| of the park, except special areas.

numbers of shooters will be able to
lize the area instead of restricting s
bers by short-season and ballot b3
60, as now. In addition, there will b
relocated trophy herd of wapiti,
proved in genetic structure by bg
breeding and introduction of freshbj
from Norith America by the cap
consortium.
Political
Repercussions

No politicaly party can openly pen
the management for game purposs
wapiti in Fiordland without &
amending both the National Parks
Wild Animals Acts, or uplifting thei
tional park status over the wapiti af

Both options would give conside
nffence to large numbers of @

servation-conscious New Zealand
and would put New Zealand out of §
with international views on natig
parks.

Mr Jonathon Elworthy, Ministe
Lands, whose difficult task it is to
plement the Government's decisig
relocate wapiti, has a clear
standing of the issues involved, asisg
denced by his reported statement§
The Southland Times on March 18, |

The course of action he is pursii
gives recognition to both national p
concepts and the retention of a wa
game herd. No other politician
cares to follow the matter through
ically could come to any other
clusion,

On these grounds I believe that
wapiti area must revert to its proper s
tional park status. '
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Views on Relocation &p/

Of Wapiti

Sir, — In repiy to L. E. Henderson'’s let-
ter (15.3.82), how could any person liv-
ing on the doorstep of the Fiordland Na-
tional Park say that ‘‘the wapiti area
has been gutted by animals’'?

Why must the public be misted by
such a ridiculous statement?

If there are such gutted areas in the

wapiti block I, for one, would like to see
them — areas, that is, which are not in
the process of reverting to their natural
state. ]

As a hunter in the park for the past 16

years, [ have seen the park's vegetation
at its worst — the damage having been
done by deer and wapiti. Today that
same bush is in the process of re-
generation. Why? Because the brows-
ing animal population. has beea con-
trolled at @ level the bush can
accommodate.

1 am the last person io say that these
animals did not do damage. They did do
damage — but they did not do irrepa-
rable damage.

To say the wapiti area has been gut-
ted is just ludicrous. There are some
areas I have hunted in which you would
swear an animal has never set foct for
years — if at all.

One personal example — I hunted the,
Doon river valley extensively in the
early 1970s because, as Mr Henderson
and others should know, the Doon held a
large population of deer at that time.
Damage had been done by them cer-
tainly, but today (10 to 12 years later)
with the deer and wapiti in controlled
numbers, the regeneration is such that 1

find it difficult to locate my old hunting

tracks — even the one up the side of the
river. This is ‘‘gutted’” bush?
A final point — in those years, the

ground bird, the weka, lived happily in

the Doon in great numbers alongside
the very deer that are supposed to haye
eaten them out of house and home.
Where are they now? Gone to the chang-
ing growth of the forest floor and to the
stoat.

If Mr Henderson is going to comment
on the state of the bush.in the wapiti
area would he piease inspect it before
he does.

H. J. Paulin
Te Anau
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Wapiti Relocation

Sir, — I note that your correspondent
H. J. Paulin chailenges the claim that
the wapiti area has been gutted by deer.
If he calls at Park HQ and asks for it he
may peruse photographic evidence of
this at any time. In fact he could see
slides taken in recent months which
show not just gutting of leafy under-
storey vegetation which has been going
on for vears but complete forest coi-
lapse.

Similar areas of damage exist in oth-
er parts of the park outside the wapiti
area and are an egual source of concern
to the board. All this damage is caused
by deer not stoats.

L. E. Henderson
Te Anau

Control of Tb Rests
With Deer Farmers

Tb in farmed deer is becoming a pr(iblem in parts of New Zealand,
according to Mr Rob Brookes, a councillor with the New Zealand Deer

Farmers’ Association.

Mr Brookes told a meeting of
the Southland deer farmers last
week, that at present there are
44 herds in New Zealand which
have been found to have Tb in-
fected animals. About six of
these had a major problem with
the disease, he said.

”I“he good news for Southland

S

Sensitive

'| same as that used for cattle and

'deer farmers was that so far
farmed deer in the province are
clear of Th, and Mr Brookes

to keep it that way.

But, Mr Brookes said, once a
farmer found Tb in his deer
herd, it was no use ‘‘putting his
head in the sand, hoping the
 problem would go away.’

The Tb test for deer was the|

had about the same success rate
of 75 per cent in accurately as-
sessing the incidence of Tb, Mr
' Brookes said. Unfortunately,
deer appear to be more sensi-

this had caused some problems.

At present it is voluntary
whether a deer farmer takes
part in the Tb testing pro-
gramme and it was Mr Brook-
es’s opinion that it should be-
come compulsory.

The control and eradication
of the disease rested fair and
squarely on the shoulders of
deer farmers and Mr Brookes
urged all deer farmers to use
the Tb test as a safeguard meas-
ure.

Farmers would be very un-

said it was up to local farmers|

mals from a herd that had not
been Tb tested, he said.

Movement Control

Where positive tests were re-
corded, a herd movement con-
trol was placed on the property,
which meant that deer could not
be sold from that farm until a ,
clearance was given. The pre- |
sent movement control period
was 12 months, although there
were moves in some quarters to
reduce this te two months.

Mr Brookes told the local -
deer farmers that he favoured
the 12 month period as a means |
of controlling and eradicating |,
the disease. This would be to the !
advantage of both individual |

|| tive to the test than cattle 8nd| seor farmers and the farmed -

deer industry as a whole. I‘

The main problem area ap-’
peared to be in the Waikato .
where there was a growing fear
by dairy farmers that their
milking herds could become af-
fected. The high stocking rates
and the intensive nature of
farming in the province com-
pounded the problem.

Where Tb animals were found |
there was a set figure that
would be paid as compensation
to the farmer, Mr Brookes said.

The president of the New Zea- |

wise to buy replacement ani-{ land Deer Farmers, Associ-|
=c=A Tl —{ ation, Mr Bernard Pinney, ad-

|| vised that Tb was a major

concern to the association and it |
was of paramount importancei
o i i that all efforts be made to con-
trol the disease. |

et oy e - 2 Rty tian e U 0~
Two photographs taken on the Wgstgrn ridges of George Sound/Bligh Sound in 1980 showing (top) expo- ...
sure of thg ToOt systen and destruction of the forest understorey and, above, the next stage, the removal |

of topsoil resultingin water scour Wl}iqh_u_x}dgrcu_t_s_tl.q_l_-oot system resulting in windthrown trees.
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For Diversification

The farmed deer industry had been a catalyst in encouraging farmers to diversl:}r, according -

to the president of the New Zealand Deer Farmers’ Association, Mr Bernard Pinney

Mr Pinney believed that
farmers had for a number of
years been looking critically at
the decreasing returns of sheep
farming and asking the question
whether it was possible to use
similar stock skills towards the
produetion of a high priced spe-
cialty product.

In 10 years the farmed deer
industry - had grown from in-
fancy to an industry with a $200
million investment, he said.

The reasons for its dynamic

owth had been a good product,

wvative people, strong re-
search, adequate liquidity and a
steady supply of capital re-
sources.

-Mr Pinney said at the same
time as people in New Zealand
were asking questions and look-
ing for a new farming activity,
other people in Britian and oth-
er areas of the world were also
asking similar questions. The
work that had been carried out
at the Rowett Research In-
stitute near Aberdeen and at
Lincoln towards the end of the
1960s had been a factor in estab-
lishing the deer industry in New
Zealand.

Build Up

The early deer farmers spent
the first decade gradually build-
ing up their herds and with the
buoyant prices for velvet there
was no slaughtering of animals
for venison production. At the
same period, the helicopter in-
dustry refined its capturing
methods for feral deer, and this,
together with the natural in-
ctease in farmed deer, meant’
national numbers now stand at
around 220,000.

Mr Pinney said this base herd
was large enough to. ensure
steady increases in the future
with less dependence on cap-
tured feral deer.

‘There would be less depend-
ence on feral deer because of
the increasing costs of helicop-
ter capture, the reduced price
paid for captured deer and the
fewer numbers of suitable feral
deer available,

There were still a significant
number of feral deer in the
bush, and Mr Pinney said if
there was to be sudden explo-
sion innumbers, the high costof
helicopters for culling, could
mean a return to State sub-
sidized control.

Slaughtering Premises

At a recent count there were
seven deer staughtering prem-
ises in New Zealand; five in the
North Island, one at Hokitika,
and the recently opened prem-
ises at Mossburn. A number of
others were in the advanced
stage of planning, Mr Pinney
said.

While the farmed deer in-
dustry supported the need for
the highest possible staqc;lgljgs
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of hygiene in these deer slaugh-
tering premises, the costs of
building were serious and .it
would fall back on the producers
to meet the costs.

Mr Pinney said the high
prices for velvet of two years
ago were now behind the in-
dustry, and had caused many
distortions in the market for
live deer. The current prices for
velvet at about $100 per kilo-
gram for unprocessed A grade
velvet had been reasonably
stable since them.

*“It looks to me that the vel-
vetting side of deer farming will
be a specialized operation,” he
said. -

It appears some districts
are more suited to velvet pro-
duction than others. 1 suspect
we will see the bulk of velvet
production taking place in the
colder regions in the south of the
South Island and ‘the Central
North Island.”

Mr Pinney believed it would
be uneconomical to keep young
staps for their velvet production
only, because of the growth na-
ture of velvet and its steady in-
crease with the age of the stag.
Also, liveweight growth was
most rapid in younger stags, he
said.

Growth Rates

*This means that the bulk of
the slaughterings are likely to
occur in the 15-27 month age
group. The ¢éxception to this pos-
sibility could be the hybrid Wa-
piti crossbred animals.

“The hybrid vigour of the
cross means that they grow ata

substantially faster rate than
the straight bred red deer. This
could lead to one of two possi-
bilities. Firstly, they get taken
to higher weights but get
slaughtered at the same age, or
secondly they get taken to sim-
ilar weights as the red, but get
slaughtered much earlier.

“No doubt the market-place
will decide what happens,”'Mr
Pinney said.

One of the most obvious areas
for further development would
be in velvet processing within
New Zealand, whereas in the
past this had been done by Ori-
ental processors. To do this
would require a high degree of
ﬁ and attention to detail, he

Another area of velvet pro-
duction that he felt needed more
research was finding objective
methods of grading. This could
involve X-rays and gamma rays
to determine the level of calcifi-
cation which isa prime concern
of the eastern markets.

Mr Pinney said research was
going on both within New Zea-
land and overseas into the me-
dicinal properties of velvet.

He sounded a word of warning

A

however, as there was the risk
that once the properties of vel-
vet were discovered, a synthet-
ic product could be developed.

Animal Health

In the area of animal health,
Mr Pinney said there are at pre-
sent wide ranging studies of the
diseases that affect deer being
carried out. “‘Deer like other
farm animals, are susceptible
to certain diseases and in many
cases the onset of these is able
to be anticipated or prevented.”

The disease which concerned
deer farmers the most was Tb,
he said.

“*A scheme for voluntary test-
ing for Tb has recently been in-
itiated by the MAF and is cur-
rently causing distress among
deer farmers in certain re-
gions.”’

The cause for this distress,
Mr Pinney said was because the
herd was effectively closed to
the possibility of live sales dur-
ing the 12 month herd control
period. Mr Pinney favoured a
more reliable test than the one
currently used, coupled with
compuisory testing and - fair
compensation for reactor deer
as an aid to progress in eradi-
cating the disease.

Following a successful trip to

over the composition of the

energetic, but he was pleased to

producer control with industry
representation was being nego-

established firms closing down.

been kept out of the freezing in- |

had

Mossburn.

Mi' Pinney said the debate
Game Industry Board had been

see the industry was now pulling
together and the principle of

tiated.
The last year had seen the

delicensing of the processing
sector of the industry and the
establishment of the open door

policy. Mr Pinney said there
was now competition for pro-
duction with new firms entering
the processing business and two

' Thefact the deer industry had

dustry had preserved the
‘‘game’’ meat connotation and
reduced tariff com-
plications in some markets.

‘‘One problem in the future'is
going to be how to reconcile
strong competition for our pro-
duce at the farm gate, with
strong selling overseas by ex-
porters who will not drop prices
to take a sale off fellow New
Zealand exporters.”

Mr Pinney wondered whether
the industry could or should li-
cence its exporters and how it
could be done under the present

L

F Wapitﬁn
“N‘Good
Condition

The Fiordland wapiti being
captured by the Te Anau con-
sortium were in good condition,
the director of environmental
forestry for the New Zealand
Forest Service; Mr Ken Miers, |
of Wellington, said yesterday. |

Mr Miers has been visiting
Southland this week.

As representatives of the
Government departments
working with the capture con-
sortium, he and the deputy di-
rector-general of lands, Mr
George McMillan, were looking
at the operation, he said. *

They would be reporting back
to the Minister of Lands and
Forests, Mr Elworthy.

They were “‘pretty pleased”’
with the condition of the wapiti
they had seen, Mr Miers said,
although they were dis-
appointed so few of the animals
were coming out of the park.

Inevitable
It was inevitable, in spite of
talk to the contrary in South-

land, that the red deer would
have eventually overrun the wa- i

| piti in Fiordland.

Mr Miers said he was in-

i volved with the relocation as-

pect of the wapiti operation but

was not in a position to com-

ment. :

As far as a site in Southiand

was concerned, he said, there |
were better areas to be found

elsewhere in New Zealand, out:

side national parks.

Mr Miers said he had had gen-
‘eral discussions on environmen-
tal forestry during his visit to
the south but there did not ap-
pear to be any major problems.

China last year by a group of

political climate.

New Zealand farmed deer rep-
resentatives, a close rapport
had been established and a re-
turn visit was planned by the
Chinese to New Zealand next
year.

“‘We believe the advantages
of exchanging scientific and
management information ex-
ceed the disadvantages. The
question arises as to whether
we would or should combine re-
search in a parallel to that done
by the IWS for the world’s wool
producers,’” Mr Pinney said.

Game Industry

The need for the Game In-
dustry Board had been brought
home to the industry in recent
months with first the Koreans
imposing special cutting regu-
lations for antler in the current
season and more recently the
Australians endeayouring to
stop venison imports from New
Zealand.

“An industry board with
teethto act will be very useful in
such situations."’

S

Wapiti Relocation

Sir, — 1 have been following with in- |
terest the controversy on the Parks |

Board dezision
land wapiti, 1 believe, Sir, that

lo relocate the Fiord-
1 have

found the perfect solution — |
« wapiti in Fiordl r‘el{::r: g:
Parks Board. | Tl.‘:gqg‘
- A

Dunearn

- Mathieson |
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Deer Ir,‘,l/;fig\ltra‘te 1080

Poison

rial Areas

Deer have infiltrated the 1080 poison trial areas on Stewart Island and
could jeopardize the success of thetrial unless something further is done

to remove them.

Last year, 1080 poison was
laid in parts of a narrow coastal
strip of land between Port Ad-
venture in the south, and Ocean
Beach in the north.

One part had a heavy concen-

i tration of poison and the sub-

sequent deer extermination was

| measured at 99 per cent. Anoth-

er part had a moderate concen-
tration and the deer kill was 93
per cent. An area inbetween the
two had no poison laid in it.
The aim of the poisoning was
to remove as many deer as pos-
sible so that their effect ori ve-
getation regeneration could be
measured and monitored. The

area- from which no deer were

| exterminated would act as a
i\ comparison.

Scientists from the Forest
Research Institute were to
monitor the trial during a five
year period. :

However, the senior ranger
with the New Zealand Forest
Service’'s Southland con-
servancy, Mr Kerry Mawhin-

ney, said yesterday, it appeared
¢ the deer had reinfiltrated the

areas cleared by the poison in
much greater numbers than had
been expected.

Heavily Bated

Before the 1080 was laid, the
area that was heavily baited
with the poison had 45.2 deer to
100 hectares. Of these 99 per
cent had been killed but it now
appeared the population had re-
turned to about 15 per cent of
what it was before the poison-
ing.

In the area which was moder-
ately poisoned, there had been
20.2 deer per 100 hectares. The
kill"was 93 per cent but it ap-
peared the population was back
to 5G per cent of what it was.

The area between the two,
which was not poisoned, did
have 22.4 deer per 100 hectares
but the population had decreas-
ed to 37 per cent of what it was.

Obviously deer from thisarea
had moved into the two areas
that were poisoned, Mr Maw-
hinney said. i
" They had also moved from
the forest behind the coastal

Strip.

The effect of this deer move-
ment on the trial would have to
be examined closely, he said.

It had to be decided whether
it could continue, or whether
further animal control would
have to be undertaken. This did
not necessarily mean using
more poison.

Exclosure plots had aiso been
set up which theoretically kept
all deer out.

However, there were a lot of
vegetation types in a forest and
it had to be decided whether the
exclosure plots covered every
type.

In the time that the areas had
been cleared of deer the vegeta-
tion .response had been very
goed, Mr Mawhinney said.

The palatable species like
supple jack could almost be
seen growing.

It was quite possible this had
made the areas more attractive
to deer, and they had moved
from forest that had been sub-
jected to pressure from brows-
ing animals to those which had
the new vegetartion, he said.
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In Défence‘ of Polici(/?sE
of Parks Board " '

Mr L. E. Henderson, of Te Anau, a member of the Sounthland Nationdl Parks and Reserves
Board, writes to the editor of The Southland Times, in reply to an article by Mr R. C. W. Zander,

published on March 22:

Your article by R. C. W. Zander calls
for a reply. His claim that the Park
Board acts from ‘‘commercial mo-
tives’’ and uses its interpretation of the
National Parks Act in its recommenda-
tions for removal of wapiti not correct.

Mr Zander pursues an equaily fa-
lacious argument when he claims that
the board and Government agencies in-
volved “lack an understanding of the
principles of wildlife and natural re-
source management.” On the contrary
there is a background of many years of
research, practical experience and
careful evaluation before decisions are
taken. New Zealand shares the prob-
lems of many islands throughout the
world as those responsible endeavour to
protect endemic wildlife from pre-
dation and competition from introduced
animals. Others with specific problems

T EEL

mals In .

. so highly regarded that one has been in-

are for instance, Fiji (the depredations
of the mongoose) Galapagos Islands
(rats) and so on.

New Zealand shares also, however,
scientific literature world-wide as a
contributing member of the Inter-
national Union for the Conservation of
Nature and the International Council
for Bird Preservation as efforts contin-
ue to arrest the decline of endangered

- species and prevent their extinction.

Since Lance McCaskill's attendance at
the TUCN- conference in 1965 New Zea-
land has been represented by biologists
of distinction who have played a full
part under a wide range of disciplires
and conservation areas. In fact the
ICBP is holding its XVIIIth World Con-
ference at Cambridge, England, early
in August of this year. Two days of this
conference have been set aside for a
symposium and workshop on the man-

National Parks

Mr Jack McKenzie, of Leithen Downs, a member of the Southland National Parks and
Reserves Board, writes to the editor of The Southland Times in reply to an article by the
chairman of the board, Mr C. J. McFarlane, published on March 23: ~

A critique of Mr McFarlane’s article
would probably be of similar length, so I
will confine myself to making brief
comments on parts of it, and to explain-
ing those matters which concern my-
self. : :

New Zealand does certainly have a
great percentage in national parks but
~ this should not be taken as a measure of
our culture. We have been unable so far
to make provision in one of them for the
presence of wapiti, one of the most
magnificent animal species on earth. It
perhaps says more about us as New Zea-
landers than it does about the animais,
that they have been labelled as ‘‘ver-
min'" and as ‘‘noxious animals.” They
shared the list, of course, with axis deer
— whick were non existent — and
moose, almost so. However Forestry
have scrapped the Noxious Animals Act
and have elevated the list to ‘‘wild ani-
mals’’ under the Wild Animals Control
Act, Their attempts to have their civ-
ilized policy toward wild animals ac-
cepted for all land was thwarted by
some national park supporters who in-
sisted on the policy of extermination for
national parks.

If anything is ‘‘heary,” old, and un-
wanted, it is this policy. The sooner it is
discarded as a general policy the better.
To claim the policy is a basic tenet,
worldwide, in national parks, is wrong.
Even our nearest neighbours, the Aus-
tralians, protect introduced deer in
their national parks. In Old World parks
they have probably lost track of which is
which. In North America and Africa
they have no need of introduced species.
Without them our mountain couniry
will be as lively as the moon.

I thought the comments about excess
numbers of animals in the wapiti area
and the photos of the Cats Eye Bay re-
gion, particularly, were misleading.
This damaged area is comparatively
small. The helicopter pilot who discov-
ered it had been flying around the area
for several years before he saw it in
1976. Though small areas such as this
may still exist, a further six years of fly-
ing has failed to disclose any.

Further comment will, no doubt, be
forthcoming from those people visiting

the wapiti area and wondering where
the excess numbers of animals— or any
animals at all — are.

The use of statistics can be mis-
leading. It is the ultimate ambition of
most stalkers to try for a wapiti trophy
at some time in their lives. We have no
figure of this number. It would have
been fairer, surely, to have used the fig-
ure of applicants this year— nearly 400 1
believe — than of those who have been
successful in past ballots. The figures
represent only the tip of the iceberg.

Thbe taxpayer pays the salaries of
clerks and rangers. If these people are
not attending to requests from hunters
in the case of clerks, or patrol work in
the wapiti area in the case of the rang-
ing staff, both groups will be occupied in
another way. They will still be on the
payroll. The helicopter hire was fi-
nanced from animals taken on the pa-
trols, it was not billed to the taxpayer.
There was no_subsidy as alleged.

When Mr Young came to Fiordland at
the request of the recreational hunters
he spent most of his time meeting with
park board members and staif enboard
the vessel Renown at Doubtful ‘Sound.
Of the 14 hours available for inspection
only a little over an hour was spent in
the area the hunters wanted him to see
and this was in fast deteriorating
weather conditions. This was far too
short a time to get a balanced picture of
the total area. - 3

I think Mr McFarlane should be more
careful when he accuses the NZDA of
misquoting reports and opinions. I have
already stated through these columns
that the source for the quotation from
the tate Dr J. T. Holloway was from a
report by the New Zealand Forest Serv-
ice of a conference held in Wellington in
1958 and not from the New Zealand Sci-
ence Review in 1959 as he supposes.

In 1949 1 was privileged, along with
other members of cur hunting party in
the Worsley Valley, to meet Dr Olaus
Murie and his wife and son. We had
nearly a full day with them and some
other members of the expedition which
he was leading in the wapiti area that
year. 1 met him again at his home in
Moose, Wyoming, in 1962 when he had

only a few months to live. His name is
in the United States con-_

revered
servation field. He was undoubtedly one .
of the few really great men I will ever
mel.

I'am sure that if a man with his know-
ledge and wisdom had had more in-
fluence on the framing of our Nationsl
Parks/Act that the conflict over the wa-
piti would never have existed. His
words, actually taken from a report
compiled on the New Zealand American
Fiordland Expedition by A. L. Poole, (o
the effect **. . . we are agreed that the
presence of a moderate wapiti popu-
lation need not be a serious threat to the
Fiordiand forest’' still hold good. I am a
lot more impressed by these words than,

the subsequent comments by Mr A. L. :
Poole quoted in Mr McFarlane’s ar-

ticle.

I checked with Mr Alan Evans about -

the fate of the recommendation which I-
stated was passed unanimously at the:

National Parks Authority Jubilee Cog- -

ference in July 1978. He said that this
was a fact and that he would send me a
copy of the report on proceedings there
as proof. 1 will make this and the 1958
Conference report available to Mr
McFarlane in due course. i

There is serious doubt about the
availability of the wapiti area to hurnt-
ers on the expiry of the existing wapiti
extraction programme. Mr McFarlane
knows of the proposal to translocate ta-
kahe into the wapiti area to such places
as the Edith Valley — right in the

middle of the area. If this proposal pro- -
ceeds then much of the wapiti area will:
be closed to the public just as the Mur-*

chison Mountains are. There is no rcom
for complacency here. ‘
The wapiti have enjoyed a measure of

protection for many years notwith-
standing the diabolical legislation cov.- .

ering introduced species. The National,

Parks Act is an Act of Parliament not .
an act of God as some people seem to .,
imagine. It appears as though the form-

er may be more difficult to alter than
the latter. We must drag some of its feys
supporters into the light of a world
where extermination policies, directed
at least against the higher forms of life;
are quite unthinkable. A

agement of islands important for con- i

servation. The primary aim is, through
a series of invited papers and follow-up
discussion, to develop guidelines for:

(i) eradicating introduced mamma-
lian competitors or predators such as

goats, pigs and cats from biologically =

valuable islands. :

(ii) preventing the invasion of biolog-
ical valtuable islands by other mamma-
lian competitors and predators such as
rats or mongooses, which cannot usual- _
ly be eradicated once established.

The intention is to present these
guidelines to those governments. .
throughout the world which have re-
sponsibilities for the protection of is- *
lands important for conservation. , .

While this conference primarily con- *
cerns smaller islands it will cover much .
of vital concern to New Zealand wildlife .
and will be attended by five New Zea-
landers who have made netable contri-
butions in the field of wildlife manage- .
ment in the past. Their participation is .

vited to present one of the three keynote
papers. Qutside the work of individual
governments and the well known uni-

versities in the field of conservation and -

wildlife management there is no com-
parable forum where these world-wide

problems can be compared, assessed

and the best action decided upon.
Through individual board members
who have a deep interest in such mat-

ters the board has a direct link with _

these deliberations and is therefore -

i able, not only to relateits own problems
' to others world-wide, but tw obiain the
" tatest and bes! guidance possible on

matters of concern.

Your readers wili have noted certain.
inaccuracies about the park in Mr Zan-
der’s article which 1 do not nead to ga
into. Suffice it to say that his unquali-
fied and unsupported accusations of in-
competence and insincerity against the
board, the Minister and the depari-
ments concerned can be seen (o beluite

without substance, Those whose respon- *

sibility it is to protect our national parks
and wildlife need neither the abuse ror
the advice of deerstalkers and their
hangers-on

Wapiti Relocation

Sir, — What'a tremendous rally the
public meeting was that was held in
Gure, Five hundred peoble turned out in
support of keeping the wapiti in the
Fiordland Nationai Park. We Jhad 45
from Clinton at the meeting and 10 more

had other commitments and could not

make it. No MP, and no political party

and ne parks and reserves board in'their
right mind can ignorg tile voice of the
people. i v2.

I feel very sorry for
worthy. He is carrying out Venn
Young's blunder. If he thinks we have
given in, he had better think again.

It gave me great pleasure to move at
the meeting the motion that calls upon
the Minister to revise the method by
which he appoints the national parks
and reserves board, so that democrat-
ically-elected personnel can more prop-
erly reflect public opinion. If the parks
and reserves board said the wapiti could
stay under a game management policy,

e Hon Mr El- -

then the Minister would have to go along

with them, If Labour had been in power
they would have had to do just that,
manage the wapiti under a game -man-

agement policy. T will be going into the

Mid burn at Easter and you €an bet Mr
McFarlane I will have my camera with
me to take photos of all the devastated

bush. David Mackie
Clinton ; ER v
. Sir, — I was very interested in Mr

ho-ca L N

McFarlane’s article of March 23. This

article and photos ‘mean nothing, to

people who know the sounds area unless

they have a one-track mind.’I can take !
photos in the Cleddau Valtey where !
there have never been deer or wapiti r

which would show much greater dam-
age.

It is no use taking the wapiti out fo '

save the forest as anyone with practical
knowledge will know that the forest

cannot survive without the native birds. |
1 am amazed that the Royal Forest and -
. Bird Society has not forced the issue on
, classing the stoat as a noxicus animal.

i Trees are already dying throughout the

park eaten away by grubs which pre-

» viously were controlled by the native
bqus' .J. G..Burnby

imTe Anau B

[Abridged — Ed]
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- Relocation

Sir,— Your publication of Mr McFar-
lane’s large counterstatement against
wapiti (23.3.82) should have L. E. Hen-
derson wiping egg off his chin after his
inierences of your favouring Mr
McKenzie's views.

However the article should not go un-
challenged for the much publicized
damage on the Cats-Eye ridges area in
1980 is not typical of the wapiti area and
resulted from an unnatural concentra-
tion of animals in a small area unde-
tected and attributable to the then Park
Board's animal control policy. The
NZDA was as concerned over the dis-
covery as the board, and co-operated
fully in its alleviation and I am dis-
appointed that Mr McFarlane has infer-
red that these photos are typical on one
hand, while on the other he accuses
NZDA of quoting remarks by Dr Murie
and others tolerable of wapiti out of con-
text in order to score a point.

As for the catch-cry of ““still too many
animals,” this cannot be substantiated
by the observations and results of re-
cent trophy and culling parties, as ac-
curately compiled and published by J. J.
Murray and he knows that ‘‘manage-
ment* entails effective control measur-
es,

I'm sure :Mr, McFarlane does not re-
ally believe the submissions from the
recreational hunter groups received a

More Views on Wapiti 6%

“*fair and considered"" hearing from the
Minister following his 1979 visit, be-
cause at the same time, despite invited
comment and suggestions and a public
meeting regarding the reconstitution
and setting up of a new local park board,
the new body received very cavalier
treatment and was relegated to an in-
effective role by the Minister's take-
over, and no cne was more vocal and
critical at that time than Mr McFar-
lane. ‘

His implication that the recreational

hunting access in the wapiti area will be
freer and better following the removal
of the wapiti herd and it's restrictions
cannot be equated with theboard’s slav-
ish adherence to the spirit and terms of
the Act. If the latter puts a duty on the
board *‘not to allow introduced grazing
animals'' in the park, then this cannot
allow for any implied improved access
or increased number of hunters or the
quality of animals that he suggests.

If the area cannot be freed of animals
as he admits, why not face the reality
and encourage the management of wa-
piti as one of the most sought after at-
tractions of the park — the present leg-
islation was written years ago and is
now quite out of date with modern de-
mands on national parks as multiple use
recreational and tourist areas, and the
quicker the administration concedes
this fact the better it will fall in with the ,
needs of the public it'is Supposea 10 T&p-
resent.

W. A. Bell
Southland Branch
NZ Deerstalking Association
Otatara
[Abridged. — Ed.]

Sir,— Although the fiasco of the tim-
ing of the trophy shoot is now a *‘dead |
duck,” there is one point (among many) *
I would like cleared up. Mr Meredith of !
the Te Anau consortium was reported in
your paper as saying that the timing of ¢
the shoot and the question of spelling of
the area from helicopter operations
were matters purely bLetween the
Crown and the deerstalkers. To my
knowledge there was no discussion be-
tween the Lands Department in Inver-
cargill and the deerstalkers either be-
fore or after the announcement of the
trophy shoot dates. Your readers would

be interested to see a statement from ; .

the Commissioner of Crown Lands in In- ?
vercargill on this matter.

Would any one or more of Messrs
Hafty, Henderson and McFarlane, care
to comment on the probability that the
failure of the Fiordland National Park
Board to adopt some recommendations
from the Hunting Advisory Committee
over recent years contributed sub-
stantially towards the decline in wapiti
numbers and the advancement of hybri-
dization with red deer in the park?

Hon Jonathon Elworthy was in Inver-
cargill last week as part of a tour of
‘‘controversial areas’” and was quoted
as saying ‘‘l am here to listen and to
learn’’ hecause ‘‘part of the exercise is
to know what people are talking about
when they give me proposals on paper.”’
Would anyone from the Lands and For-
estry Departments or the Parks and Re-
serves Board or for that matter the Na-
tional Party, care to advise your
readers just who the Minister came to
Invercargill to listen to or learn from.
Judging by the lack of public awareness
of the Minister’s visit it would appear he
had little time to, in his own words,

‘‘take the opportunity to sample the
opinions of the local pecple,”
Warren Taylor

... More Views

Relocation ~

Sir,— In the March 17 edition of your
newspaper the chairman of the South-
land National Parks and Reserves
Boarc_! has made an unsubstantiated ac-
cusation against myself, which clearly
‘shows a complete lack of knowledge and
10 understanding of wild animal man-
agement in other parts of the world.

More than a year of my life has been
spent in Fiordland National Park, not
the fringe areas, but in the remotest re-
gions camped in tents or under rocks.
Half that time was given to selective

shooting in an effort to help to preserve
our wapiti herd. Never have I had the
privilege of meeting the chairman, or
any Park Board member beyond the

o

of Lake Te Anau, other than Mr
enzie. Many countries overseas,
particularly some of the African, have
an abundance of big game animals.
They have excellent gamnie laws and one
of their main means of Progressive de-
velopment lies in a tourist-hunter in-
dustry, where the hunter has his trophy,
and the meat is all utilized in many
cases by semi-starving indigenous
people.

gﬁ'\?&l; have I been, nor would 1 be,
Suilty of condoning or partici in
thel reduction ofn'asny eﬂdangg?et;ugani :
mal. =

My intérest in the conservation, man- |
agement and utilization of big game ani.
mals in many parts of the world, has:
brought home to me the tragic mis-

iggapiti

————
management of our own big game re.
sources both recreationally and eco-
nomically.

But when we have a national park
board not elected by the people wepgan
only expeet unpopular and harmful de-
cisions, While many organizations and
individuals devote much time ang effort
encouraging young people to be associ-
ated with the outdoors and nature, our
local park board appears to be doing the
apposite, i

Is it not time that national parks were
reduced in size, or that the Nationa]
Parks Act was amended to make provi-
sion, in certain special areas, that some
animals like wapiti be managed for
their recreational and aesthetic value?

. The present National Parks Act with
* IS ruthless, non-selective, animal-de.
st;oying Policy is reducing tourism o
area, putting vast unnecess.
areas out of recreatipnal prod‘%ti?)?
creating further I i

and guts.

I sincerely hope that the chairman of
the Southland National Parks and Re.
serves Board will not stoop to such un.
founded accusations again, and will up-

hold the respect that many of us have
had for him. T

A. R. Harrison
-Queenstown
[Slightly abridged. — Ed.}

Sir, — An expression of appreciation
to Mr Raymond C. W. Zander for his ex-
cellent writings concerning the re-
tention of the wapiti in Fiordland, also
1o you, Sir, for printing it.

I attended the public meeting in Gore .
without an invitation, and was delighted
o see so many concerned people who do
not hunt deer, but want those animals
left where they befong, Mr N, Jones and
Mr D. Angus were reaily given the mes-
sage that evening by people from all
parts of Otago and Southiand.

I'was most disappointed in how outof
touch Mr Jones_ was with the siation,

having been an admirer of him since
“Save Manapouri and Springbok is-
sues. He firmly believed and tried to
convince us that every wet hind and wa-

piti cow that came out of the area had

its babe in arms along also. He would -
not accept that it was a caucus decision

to remove and relocate the wapiti. 1

have no confidence, I'm SOrry to say,;

that he will help us in our cause,

Mr D. Angus has the situation in
hand. He knows what its all about and
the Qeople present knew that he was
genuine and sincere when he Said
there's only one place for those wapiti
and that's leave them where they are
and if there’s to be any transporting
eart all the red deer out, Rl
Gore A. H. Harvey *
[Abridged. — Eq] :

Sir, — I refer to A. A Fredric's re-
marks in the Times on March 19 re-
garding wapiti relocation and his em-
barrassment and disappointment in
things not going his way in locating suf-
ficient specimens in the forest in his ca-
pacity as a botanist. [ would like to put
many minds at rest in this respect and
relate an experience I had in Fiordland
in 1852 while I was professionally hunt-
ing deer, guiding wapiti trophy hunters
info George and Caswell Sounds and
acting as general guide to tramping
clubs and interested organizations,

On this specific assignment I was ap-
‘pointed 10 guide a bowanist from Wel-
lington through the Doubtful Sound
track in an effort to recover as many.
sSpecimens of mosses as possible in the
four days at his disposal, ' .

After the specified time and having
had suitable weather to gowith it, he fi-
11_a11y wrote me a letter'_stating that in
his 30-0dd vears as a botanist he was
successful in obtaining 180 varieties of
the then 200 known varieties and many
of these specimens were new and un.
named varieties. He was. Very excited

and honoured for his contribution,

| S0 your correspondent should not lose
heartbutgoback and try again, I cadas- |
sure him he'll be successful. Perhaps
jmore so than we hunters, because we
know that we've lost out-with the re-

moval of the animals from these mag-
nificent mountains. ¥

Extract from Compton’s Encyclo-
pedia on mosses: “Mosses play alarge
part in making the land fit for animal
habitation. The mosses and-the higher
plants formed the material which.sup-
ported animal life on land." i

Despite the then numbers of animals
they still continued to grow and re-
generate. TR

Conclusion: When the -:animais .
roamed the earth the world was_free,
but when the animal was born with a
brain the world became ‘disturbed. - -

Te Anau

o e

-, Des Arthur - -

. future total survival, the mule mud}

» activities of stoat and opossum?

* 1hink we love =0 much could be in jeg

- meeting's figures, failing to isolate ]

, -£an see past unintentional ignoranced

Invercargill

& e

[Asked to comment, the Cop mig|
sioner of Crown Lands, Mr J. P. Harty,
said: “*Mr Meredith is correct that the
wapiti shoot is a matter between the
Crown and the NZDA and Mr Taylas
will be aware of the discussions whi
took place at a national level prior
any decision being made. I will not cogs
ment on other aspects of the letter, b
others directly involved may." i
In.reply to the query regarding ré
ommendations from the Recreation
Hunting Advisory Committee to I8
Fiordland National Park Board,
chatrman of the Southliand Natiog

Parks and Reserves Board, Mr C,
McFarlane, said: *‘A study of the mig
utes of the RHAC over a period of ff
years and the Fiordland Park B
reaction to them indicates that, g
from ideological differences, there
a remarkable measure of agreen
between the two bodies and I am g
to interpret any of the board’s acti
leading toan advancement of hybrid
tion or decline of wapiti. Perhaps
Taylor might care to be more sp
The records show that the boarda
accepted the committee’s recommgs
dations regarding trophy shoots, 2
though it is probable that, by their va
nature and the selective killing of f
best wapiti bulls, these shoots contn
uted towards the decline in wapiti a4
the advancement of hybridization.")

Sir, — If the National Parks Act
from Parliament, and not from the of
ciating boards, critics of the board m
be out of order, considering the sourg
documents, and the objectives perha
wider reaching than what is understog
especially when compared with a hus
ers aim for the forest. ,

Statistical dredgers raise this or

majority’s initial need, which is, “‘toss
the bush." Sighting a large animal for
Seconds is a bonus, net a criteria.

Many ‘bush basher only’ 8roups sy
pathize with wapiti, perhaps on on
passionate grounds, rather than sp 3
ecological reaSoning and an eye to i}

of the Grand Canyon being a prized
ample of compassionate intoxicatigy
A Te Anau hunter of 16 years expy
rience is determined to provedorest
generation by quantity. Could he pleas
submit a qualitative argument. I o
five basis.questions as suggestions: |.§
the total cross section of the eco-sysies
being re-fulfilled? 2. Are there s
ficient semi mature saplings to replag
the essential protective canopy, incl
ing bird feed by nectar and decomp
tion? 3. Will tree saplings, spind|
weak due to removal of lower brand
(that influence trunk thickening
vive after wind throw from both fope
edges and canopy decay? 4. Are low
canopy plants surviving in prof
and selection with the modified
moisture ratios to ensure microcli g
diversities? 5. Will the forest floor b
come dense and damp again, retardig

If these questions, and others i
them, cannot be answered unequi
ocally in the affirmative (and
stantiated by our Clinton photographe
as a total ecosystem restoratiof of-th
national park, not the national valie
that is what is needed till now. and w
be needed to survive) the forest weg

ardy, as a Queenstown correspondes
suggested ‘‘the mosses are doing well.

Is this the tota) legacy after only
Yyears, and to be accepted as normi
Until it’ can be shown othe,
many more people should embrace
-Parks board, being the ‘only body
both hunter, family groups and frag I
pers who could be loving native foret.
to death. . . '

A. A, Fr'e;iric :




Mossburn Deér’Premiiﬁs
Function Smoothly -

_The operation of the recently opened Mossburn deer slaughtering premises can eonly
described as smooth, efficient and businesslike, : Ea e

This may seem somewhat |iarn quickly to adapt to the
surprising considering not one special nature of the deer
-of the nine staff nad any Pre- isianghtaring premises.
VISKES cXperienca of handling inside (ke §1 miltion premises
xer Ei:l} n:i ;:;hug f:“ila&mr?ﬁfﬂ‘i': the atmosphere is more like an
‘I:‘t:-b£-ary, opened In fate | erating roorm than a slaughter

Only 'the plait mdnager. Nir foor. The walls are lined with a
- prant - while plastic sheeting and stain-
Chas Hoey and a few other staff less kteel equipment is to be
members had been involved

withTeral deer eitherin hunting | S o Y here. Wails, floor
AL Ll ; and equipment are continually contenss {rom contzminating
or helicopter capture.. washed by either pressure hose o T

The success of the deer|or hot water o ensure a con m :f;,sga;ge?h;:l?:lml:
slaughtering premises is due in sistent high standard of hy- next stage.
part to the management of the giene. ' Here the first euts are made,
?ugtize;n Iﬁakes Venison Pack- In order to preduce a product | the hooves and pizzles remeved
ers !-} - But the main credit | inar i< second to none, bygiene |and the skin prepared for re-
Surely goes to the staff who requirements have been set moval by the pelt pulfing drum.
‘:2\,9 i.":gwgl a_vgllfngness 10 g2t | higher than may be required 10|  Thecarcass is then gutted. Ac
--Ea!vin: ;og 10b and mee: the ensure there is no possibie criti- | this stage both the offal and car-
oot ?;g i 9":9‘:"355_‘_33 12rmed | cism or rejection of the venison cass are inspected by a Ministry
el L Igh siandard required by export markets. ol Agriculture and ' Fiskeries

A "‘-‘fsistﬁmn “}3”‘3{- Kiiling is carried out on Mon- | meat inspector. The by-prod-
0%y said they all had 10 | 4aus ang Wednesdays with each | uets of-heart, liver and kidneys

the yards, the deer are herded
through a narrow race, from
which there is no return, (o the
knecking pen, where they are
stunmed by a gas operaied stun
gun, in much the same method
as that used for cattle.

From there, the animals are
quickly heisted onto the cham
where they are bied_ A clamp is
inserted (o prevent the stomach

where they are converted imto
meat and bone meal.

After each carcass passes
along the chain, the walls, ficor
and steel iroilies used to hoid
ipe offal are washed by pres-
sure hiose and all cotting equip-
ment washed m hot water o
PIEVER! evem wlinor com-
famization. ;

Overnight ciillf brings the

€3rcasses down rmckingtan-
perature and they are then cut
into primzal cuts of hinds, sheul-
ders, saddles, boned out necks
and flaps and packed into car-
tons ready for export.
Sice the deer slaughtering
premises Began about @ month
ago, the average kill has been
around 75 Read a day, Mr Hoey
said, with the highest kil so far
being 85. Close on 83 head had
bees processed in that period.

rtday’s tally processed the follow- | are retained, and the carass is Smoeth Operation

fingday. given a final wash in prepara- | Mr Hoey said so far, apart
- The deer are delivered to the | tion for chilling. : from a few minor prob-
premises from Southland deer " Skins lems, the operation had gone
farms.by Rval Bush Transport . o smuoothiy with only one probiem

1 Ltd. which has a specially built| The skins are . airdried, |1y be sorted out . an adjust-

graded. Baled and transported
to Dunedin where.they are ex-
ported by one of the partners in

deer ftransporter, This trans-
POTLTIg Is 2lso used to transport
live deer from Southlznd to oth- . >
Jer parts of the South and North | (e enterprise, Wilson Neill

i Fslands. Lid, export division.
- 2 1 3 Offal and bones are sent to
Killing Chaim - the Invercaggill firm of South-

3 Aftef standing gvernight in

ment needed (o the knocking
box. The occasionai stag man-
ages lo jump out of the box o to
the siasghter floor before it can
be stumned, causing a brief mo-
ment of excitement until it isre-
captared.

This problem appearad to be

Carcass inspection by Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries veterinarians and meat inspeciors ensure

a kigh standard of venison product is maintained at
r;:re significant at this time of the Mossburn deer slanghtering premises.
the year, Mr

~ [Singlewsire Mating [-oris =
™ For Deer+

sense of smell more acuie. Heis
quite certzin the animals can

By MIKE HARBORD,
Farm Advisory Officer MAF Invercargill

smell the blcod the oth- |
A reputation for quality deer is an asset

land Butchers By-Products Lid,

e el i e

Wapiti Relocation
Sir — May'I take the opportunity t_)f
thanking Mr Jack McKenzie for hls,i
clarifying article of April 1. As one who '
has been into the wapiti area I am be-
coming increasingly annoyed at the

| e side of the wall, but once the '
kmocki box- had beem re-
de;gng' i this would not happen,
hef’few' far
] i€ main throughput so f
had been oider stags, Mr

worth developing.

entage of .calves.

anced against cerain risks, es-
pecially infertility going unde-
tected in a “master stag."”

mating is one way of providing
this "':{;"m‘-s mf‘;" hf:; ves born before or after 2 date |

Hence it is pleasing to
. m :

said,aanyof:heaasW_ 1
a large amount of fat coverover,
the hind quarters. Siags under |
\ about twe and a-half years old

__ A comer sfone of any record- juous fighting among stags can | |
g scheme is knowing the par- [itself interfere wilhg_theifsmaz-- ‘

Ing activity.
Unfortunately for deer, cal-
COTT ing to réplacement |

espond
of a stag during mating, cannot
always be assumed as sired by

. i much of it is cansed

?appearedmmrrylemmbei
Bruising of the deer, manly |
(an the fore quarters is of some
concern. It is believed that
through the
,Stags fighting each other im
cigse confines. .
This was (0 be expected, Mr

Hoey said, as it was against a|

amount of unfactual information being
fed to the public. : !

For years we have had to put up with -
selected photographs of deer damage
and comments about the few hunters
wanting the deer in the park. ]_)g_aerstalk-
rs are in fact one of the major park
users. .

As one who knows, I krow ﬁor a fact
that the majority of tourists into the

. park (contrary to Mr Henderson and Mr

McFarlane’s comments) do not want
deer removed from the park. To quote .

: i  the few hunters as against the
2 J HAERE Or another stag. The gesta- [ siag’s nature to be bunched figureso other park
‘ oy possible for Stags < b [tion period for red deer hinds, | | L b penor truck crate at tousanes of ensatearty
with on 1 mhbol although averaging 233 days, is | | this time of the year, being the ougiatalias L A1 these A e
| : A A ¥ , i 5
s t.nowing that a stag was fertile :’;‘:ﬂagﬂﬁ”w“h only about two- | Emzset of the rear. want deer out o pal
last yeardoes Tot easure his vi-

- While the incidence of (hese

hinds predicied to 1
calve within 228 10 237 days af-
er-conception. -

infertility probiems is not wide-
in farmed deer. the fi-

Although to some extent the |
risks with single-sire mating

! Mr Hoey said he was con-
{fident that within a short time
the premises could be slaug:l
tering and processing deer

year round, as more ‘lasmers

rectly representing the issue. Sp many
of thse tourists would just loveto seea -

deer while in the park.

It seems more likely that there area «

minority of influential hard liners win-

- {mancial implications f - | €annot be ignored, some expe- | went in for deer farming and a ning the day, at the deer and partic-
curred could be devagtaﬂ?’uﬁgu rienced deg?armem are usi‘:;j ‘| ereater pressure on_selection - ularly the wapiti's expense.
Minimize Risks - Just ome stag to each mating, 4and culling was applied 1o do- E Jusj a
| SR . jgroup of hinds. They appreciate| | mestic deer herds. RD -
1. Infertility risks can be min- | the advantages of single-sire Otautau 4. 2
limized by having siags in good mating to their recording

[condition before mating. If a
single-sire is used, it is advis-
able o replace him after one
O€strous cycle — 18 days of mat-
ng. Mosi hinds should have
been on hear during that time.
. Whea replacing 2 used stag,
he.must be removed weil away
from the find mob. Otherwise
ffw‘cqn continue to exert domin-
afnce over any replacement st
and prevent the fresh stag from
maling with hinds.

If affspring are desirad from
a pariicular stag and single-sire
Maling is not acceptable, then
the preferred stag must be (he
gominant stag in the mating
mab. Usually. if a siag is older
and hedvier, he will be domi-
nant.

| Dominance hierarchy can be
[Checked By watching which
stags vield in fights to the stag
(0T interést. However, contin.

schemes and herd improvement
programmes, i
While one adult stag can be
joined with up to 50 adult hinds,
and (wo year old stags with 30 |
hinds, mating a stag with 30
similar hinds should yield
enouph progeny for a good eval-
uation of the stag.

Singie-sire mating linked o

ag |identification during lactation

of hinds and their fawns, and
liveweight and production re- |
cords for the progeny, make a
tomprehensive recording pack-
dge recommended fo expe-
rienced farmers o well-devel-
oped deer Jand, The information
has-a potential within 2 few sea- |
sons 1o become the basis of anl
excellent within-herd recording
sysiem and selection scheme
from ‘which very rea! £2aiRs in
the profitability and quality of |

local depr can be derived, i

Hunting Offences

Sir, —In the District Coqrt hews Sat-
urday's (March 27) paper, it says three
shearers went hunting withqut author-

ity on Mt Linton station and were each

fined $300. They were dear pig:’-. i

As the court does not mention who
took them to court, could I find oqf
through your paper who it. was. Was it
the owner of Mt Linton Station, or some-
one else? I would like to know for other
hunters.

Inquisitive Hunter

Bluff

[The informations were laid_by th_e
Police Department under the Wild Ani-
mals Control Act following the laying of
a complaint by the owner of the land. —
Ed]

-
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1 copter skid height of three to|

i Struck Hillside _

Trophy Hunters Move Iato
'{: Wapiti Area bf4feg . |

:

TE ANAU

: Twenty-four parties of wapiti trophy hunters started entering the wapiti area of the Fiordland
4 . National Park yesterday for the start of the annual trophy shoet.

{
\ Others: will take up their
| blocks during the next few days,
f Almostall hunters attended a
briefing in Te Anauon Thursday
night, and from first light yes-
terday float planes and boats
staried ferrying the parties into
the wapiti area.
Of the 81 hunters expected to
ikespart, 72 will actually be in-
the: field,
pulled out.
At the original ballot for
blocks, 24 parties were success-
|1 ful in gaining blocks and 12 re-
serve parties were selected in
case.of any withdrawals.

(PA)

the others having

tion able to occur between the
two deer types, Mr Atkinson
said. -

Parties have also been asked
to complete bird observation
cards to help with ongoing bird
distribution surveys.

Prospects looked good for a
successful trophy hunt, Mr At-
kinson said. Park staff on pa-
trols in the area reported wapiti
were bugling on the eastern and
western faces of the area,

Elsewhere, ‘the roar ap-
peared to be better than aver-

The Fiordland National Park
senior, Mr Ted Atkinson, said
last night 11 of the 12 reserve
parties had been offered a
chance at a trophy shoot as oth-
er parties withdrew.

One of the withdrawals came
only one day before the Thurs-
day briefing.

Trophy parties are entitled to
take one trophy per party mem-
ber up to a.maximum of four
trophies per party.

- The hunters were also en-
couraged to shoot red deer and - |
red-type hybrids, which assist-| age, Mr Atkinson said.

ed in animal control and also re-| Reports to hand indicated the
duced the amount of hybridiza-' returns per hunter were better

' Deer Catcher Hit
i| By H/%;copter

WELLINGTON

An out-of-control helicopter hit a deer hunter, bounced off him and

rolled down a hillside, air

yesterday.

The hunter suffered back in-| h
Juries, but was able to reach the
WIECKs ¢ of the Hughes heli-

free,
. The two men were capturing
, llvede_erwhen the accident hap-
! pened in the Paeroa range, near
‘ Reporoa, on October 15 last

/ - The hunter had been working
\ asa jumper. The helicopter was
] following deer and when close
‘ enough, the hunter would jump
b “on to their backs. .

n

doggingattempt failed when the
[ ~Jumper missed the deer..

On a second attempt, the

hunter had jumped from a heli-

four feet and landed on one ani-

mal's back.

jcured the captured deer, but
Was unable to prevent the main

““The pilot recalled lookin
down through the open ri
hand door at the jumper Spread-
eagled on the animal as the helj.. ©
j copter descended onto him out’

of control,

“After he landed on the ani-
mal, the jumper heard a bang. *©
He then looked up and saw the 2

hil:l'l obviously out of control.
The helicopter landed on. ri

said.
New Team

the second time the pilot ang M

the hunter leapt off the skid, he
had used his hand on the toe of
the skid to steady his jump. This
sudden down-load resulted in a
forward situation the pilot was

accident investigators said in a report published

unter had operated together | power and commencing to

and they had still to develop the | move the aircraft forward, it

{ co-ordinated teamwork neces-

copter .nd help the pilot climb sary for this type of operation, it
said. :

could have resulted in a pro-
nounced nose down-pitching
moment,"" the report said.

But the jumper believed he
was well clear of the helicopter
before it started to descend on
to him. He believed the pilot
may have misjudged his air-
craft's clearance from the hill-
‘Side and incurred 2 main rotor

The pilot suggested that as

than in previous years. There
had been a strong demand for |
rifle permits for all areas of |
Fiordland over the holiday |
weekend and the roar period.
Fiordland’s fine weather yes-
terday got the hunters off to a |
good start. I
The shoot was cancelled ear- |
lier this year, when a deer cap-
ture consortium started re-
location of the wapiti from
January 1. However, following
pressure from deerstalkers, the
Minister of Lands and Forests,
Mr Elworthy, announced the
trophy shoot would take place !
after all. ¥ i

_Hunters Fined
Two Australian hunters were
convicted and fined $300 each|
yesterday when they pleaded
guilty to charges of obstructing
|2 Fiordland National Park
ranger.
The court was told that on!

April 15, David Charles Pet-
tman, aged 36, and Robert john
McFarilane, aged 34, both of
Victoria, Australia, were grant-
ed hunting permits to hunt at
the head of Lake Te Anau.
They were advised by Fiord-
land National Park staff that
they could not hunt the wapiti
block on the west side of the
lake because of the policy gov-
. jerning wapiti capture,
Prosecuting, Sergeant W. W.

C ; time as the pilot was increasing
The report said the first bull- |- - S T -

by the Southland Nationa!
Reserves Board, If the 96 were allowed

0t expecting.
““If this occurred at the same

seeking

Wapiti Relocation

. Sir, — WouldMr C. J. MecFarlane an-
SWer two questions,for me? ;

1, What is going to happento the flora |

. The pilat moved the helicop-! and fauna in the area where ti iti
_ E e the w I
! ter clear while the hunter se-| are relocated? If they are doingso n?i?:l: /
damage to the Fiordiand National Pagk ¢

£ e | is hie nov coneerned at th
rotors striking the hillside when will do in the relocat e de

the helicopter began to pitch

i piotos: taken on the western rid i
5 n ridges of
0se down G'-eorgeﬂ-&;aund/BIigh g
g similar to ridges op
- {Southland) where there are no animals

ofi area? The two

sound. are very
the East Coast

l any type.
2. How pathetic for Mr McFariane tp

I State (ST 23.3.82) “Trophy shoots had in
fact catered for reiatively few shoot-

rs." There are 24 blocks in the wapiti
Te3d that are balloted for each vear,

helicopter descending towards The total aumber of people allowed in !
" the blocks is 102 of which 95 areallowed |

fles; the other 96 being observers for!

him, injuring his back and .| the consorti
2 ) ; Orlium because they ; -
m!éed down the hill,”” the report lowed to carry rifles, Lo

this being a ruling
Parks and

£

T Weather conditions at the! rifics there Would be-a greater percen.
time were ideal. But it Wasonly 4ge than fie 58 stated. Seeing ‘thar. Mr

cFarlane has al] the facts and figures

_ ~~—. - could he please te:lme;hroughyourcol-
! (Umin how many shooters have missed

ou

—

ton a wapiti block: since 19572
I._. Fryer

Gore

| [Asked to comment, the chairman of

the

serves Board, Mr.C. J.
said;

* Southland National Parks and Re-
McFariane,

strike as he banked the aircraft
to see if the deer they were

Maloney said that on April 16

had been captured.
- —=- niddle fiord of Lake Te Anau.

1. It appears that the Forest Service
is' looking for country that is already
modified to some extent and is unlikely
ever fo revert to its original condition,
The Molesworth is a good example of

 this. I do not see any harm in locating
Wapiti on such country, provided ani-
mal numbers are controlled to tolerable
limits. The National Park status given
to the Fiordland area, on the other hand,
i5an indication that it is country where
the modification has been minimal or
where there is a reasenable chance of
preserving or re-establishing the native
flora and fduna in its original natural
state.

“2.Inmy feature article of March 23,
1982, 1 .referred to an average of 58
shooters: per annum participating in
trophy Shoots over the years 1975 to
1281. The term ‘‘shooter” in this in-
stance' covered all party members —
stalkers, gunbearers, obseryers, cooks
— thelor. Certainly, much larger num-
bers had the opportunity to go into the
area but many parties have had the min-
imum of two members and others, after

, Success in the ballot, have; without no-
tice, failed to turn up. The Southland
National Parks:and Reserves Board has

D T TC—

had no part in the recent ballot. I am in-
formed, however, by the Lands and Sur-
vey Department, that they followed the
precedent set in recent years and did
not place any upper limit onrifle num-
bers or party size.”]

the defendants' boat and camp
site was found on the shores of
the north-west arm of the

This was in the wapiti area!
where there were no designated '
hunting grounds. . )
Refused

A ranger approached the two
men and asked them to hand
over their firearms. They re-
fused and the' assistant chief '
ranger flew by float plane into
the area to speak to the men.
They again refused to hand
ver their guns saying they had
Ehrown them in the lake,

Mr Maloney said that at 11.30
that same evening the defend-
ants arrived at Te Anau after
travelling the distance from the
middle fiord in darkness in their
J boat. On their arrival they wereil

arrested.

Mr G. Todd, counsel for the
defendants, said the two were
,experienced hunters. They did
not want to hand their rifles|
over to the ranger, ‘‘because he[
did not look like a ranger."’

His Honour said in sentencing'
the two, that he wanted to make'
it clear that he was not sentenc-
ing in relation to poaching be-
cause that was not the charge.

Convicting and fining them|
1 $300 each, costs $20, his Honour !
|made an order for immediate
payment of the fines. In default
they would face one months’ im-}
prisonment. i




Aus tralians—Ehg;%QrdiTérd In L‘

Wapiti Con

Fiordland’s controversial wa

appeared in the Invercargill District Court yes

Geoffrey Francis Mages, a
29-year-old builder, Murray
John Thomas, a 22-year-old
outcher, and Kenneth Skeels, a
«3-year-old builder, were each
Yined $300 on charges of being in
possession of a rifle in Fiord-
!and.National Park without au-
thorization on April 18,

Skeelswasalso fined $300on a
charge of killing a deer in the
Catseye river area without au-
thority on April 16.

Urders for immediate pay-
mett were made, in leu of one
monll’s imprisonment. They
WEre not required to forfeit
their, fffes, X

The court was told that on
Monday national park rangers
received information there
were people hunting illegally in
the Catseye area of the park.
The three defendants were sub-
sequently spoken to. They ad-
mitted knowing they were not
supposed to be there.

Mr I. K. Fraser, said that dur-
ing the past eight years the
three men had applied for a wa-
piti trophy block but had never
been successful.

Last year, they again applied
but were told a trophy shoot was

not-going to be held. They heard

piti embroiled three

terday.

of an unauthorized shoot being
organized and came to New
Zealand earlier this year to take
part in that.

After they arrived they re-
ceived a letter saying there was
going to be an official wapiti
trophy shoot after all and the
unauthorized one was not going

Counsel for the defendants, | ahead

The defendants had spent a
large amount of money thinking
they were going to be able to
participate in a shoot, Mr Fra-
ser said.

Unfortunately, they decided
to go into the wapiti area, any-
way. Only one shot was fired
while they were in there and a

o

producers,

to:

CANTERBURY
VENISION ,,
(NZ)LTD "

VENISON AND LAMB |
PROCESSORS

offer the opportunity to participate in an

company formed to erect a Deer Slaughter Premises,
Game Packing and Meat Packing House.

The premises to be established in Ashburton will .

the capital has been reserved for farmers thus ensuring
that future control of the company will remain with

Applications for shares will proceed only on one of
‘the forms of application referred to in and issued with a
copy of the prospectus which may be obtained from the

. The Secretary
CANTERBURY VENISON (N2) LTD
: PO Box 25-128
CHRISTCHURCH

5

[6/k

The Secretary

Would you please mail to me a copy of your
prospectus 3 A 1 ? ;

—— -

red deer was killed.

The defendants met up with
the hunters who actually had
the block. The hunters were

' [leaving and it appeared they re-

ported the Australians to the
rangers.

Mr Fraser said the defend-
ants made no attempt to avoid
detection and were told by po-
lice officers they would only be
fined about $200 each. They sent
over to Australia for that mon-
ey.

They were also assured their
, rifles would not be forfeited, he
| said. ; 2

Judge Anderson’ said there
. appeared to be some confusion
over the issue.

cumstances the fines he would
impose would not be at the level
that might otherwise have been
expected. ]

troversy

Australians in trouble with the law and they

12 The Southland Times, Tuesday, April 20, 1982.

 Sent for Trial On

Cannabis Charges

A partner of Avenger Heiico
company, was committed for
charges after the taking of deposi

vesterday.

. Before Justices of the Peace,
Messrs W. W. Thomas and R. F.
Wilson, 29-year-old Mervyn
Carter Frisby appeared on four
charges.

They were possession of can-
nabis for supply at Te Anau on
February 26, cultivating can-
nabis, allowing a helicopter to
be used for a drugs offence and
landing a helicopter at a place
that was not a licensed aero-

al on cannabis

ary 26.
Frisby was committed for
trial on May 31 on all charges,

lowed with a surety for a sim-
ilar amount. He was also or-
dered to report to the police
three times a week.

Prosecuting was Sergeant N,
D. Cruickshank and counsel for
the defendant was Mr C. E.
French..

nesses were suppressed.
Riverbed
A farmer from Winton said he
was inside his house on Febru-
ary 26 when he heard, then saw,
a helicopter. It sounded as

again in the vicinity of the old
riverbed.

| The farmer said he ran to-
'wards where he thought it land-

the helicopter. His passenger
was watching.

Witness said he got the feel-
ing the pilot was amazed and
shocked to see him standing
there. -

| to the pilot but to his amaze-

-

Two phosphate bags contain-
ing fresh, green plants, which

ters Ltd and commercial pilot for the

and helicopter-related

tions in the Invercargill District Court

drome, all at Winton on, Febry-|ment he hopped into the helicop-

ter and flew off.
The farmer said he thought
something suspicious was going

Bail in the sum of $2000 was al-|{on So he rang the police.

He was ‘99" per cent sure the
defendant was the pilot of the
helicopter. :

Constable L. N. Mathieson, of
Te Anaq, said he was advised of
an incident involving a red and
white helicopter at Winten. He
went 10 the Waiau airstrip near

The names of all civilian wit-|Te Anau where he found a red

and white Hughs 269C helicop-
ter which he knew was flown by
the defendant. ]

Frisby approached him and
asked him what was wrong,
Constable Mathieson said. ;

When he was told of the com-

rect from Invercargill to Te
Anau and had not stopped at
Winton.

Green Vegetation

specialise in the further processing of quality venison edand tan Later on, Constable Mathie-
and lamb cuts to the specifications of overseas markets. meat{"a“ﬁsosm mﬁ%ﬁmﬁf’tﬁ: son said, he decided to search
This issue although open to the public, will be of about 30 seconds. thehelicoptéarfand Fusllghﬁowdisn
special interest to the producer as a minimum of 60% of _ He saw the pilot finish off ty:|€ver, the defendant " ey
ing a bundle of green plants to|2Ppeared

ter was eventuaily taken to the
police station at Te Anau.

registered office of the company which is situated at 800 Flew Oft Detective G. A. Clark said
Colombo Street, Christchurch or by posting this coupon The witness said he beckoned :::Er%e:tmvggtgg E{eh:rre:tu‘:g

A search of the area was

sity of gorse it was impossible

- - he believedto be cannabis, were ‘1o carry it out on foot.
/ found. A helicopter was brought in
Detective Sergeant A. C. Kel- :and after an aerial search, last-

ly said he went to the clearing

15 Holes
Within this was a plot meas-

| uring about

three metres by 2.5

metres. It was surrounded by

{ mesh netti

ng and contained

about 15 holes where plants had

obviously been pulled out.

. On March 1 the defendant
called at the Invercargill CIB

office. -
Mr Kelly

said he outlined the

allegations to him. The defend-'
ant said he had been advised by
his lawyer not to say anything. :
 When he got up to leave he was :

arrested.
Further

inquiries revealed

ling about 15 minutes, a clear

Canterbury Venison (NZ) Ltd { found on the farm at Winton. It area was found. {
PO Box 25-128 | was an area of about 10 metres || | This had ob\pous}y been used
CHRISTCHURCH by five metres. for the cultivation of something,

Detective Clark said.

by black, plastic netting and
this is a common method used
by persens cultivating cannabis

eaten or damaged by live-
stock,"” he said.
Cleared

Cross examined, Detective
Clark said the area was cleared
of vegetation. The earth was ex-
posed and the surrounding
ground was grassed. y

Detective R. W. Glendinning
said he went to the Waiau air-
strip on February 26.

In the helicopter, the con-'
stable said, he found fresh green |
vegetation which he believed
was cannabis leaf. The helicop-+

red and white helicopter had al- '
.| legedly landed. !

started but because of the den- -

‘‘This area was surrounded .

to protect the plants from being

Inside the red and white heli- *

: ; While the charges were|[" though it had landed in the old|plaint about a heficopter land--

issue of ordinary shares at $1.00 each. serious, carrying penalties of riverbed on his property. ?ng unlawfully :?p Winton, :
 three months’ Imprisonment He heard it return about 20f Frisby said that he had flown di- it

Canterbury Venison (NZ) Ltd is an unlisted public  and or fines of $2500, in the cir- . minutes later, landing once

' Frisby was a. partner of the:
 company, Avenger Helicopters
'Ltd, and that he was. its com- |
mercial pilot, Mr Kelly said. \
Cross examined, he said De-
partment of Scientific and In- |
dustrial Research tests could
. not show conclusively whether
the plants located at Te Anau
were from Winton,
Mr French called no evidence”
but made a brief submission re-
lating to the charges.

| copter he found a coiled rope |
| with traces of green vegetation |
among the strands. He also
‘ found fresh, green plant mate-
| rialin some gorsein the helicop-
ter. A deer recovery bag con-
! taining traces of plant material
was also found.
Mr Glendinning said he
.searched a deer pen, near the
‘helicopter, which belonged to

‘ \the defendant. =
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| Takahe Area May
Be Widened

Once the wapiti are removed from the Fiordland National Park the
takahe conld be distributed over a larger area in the park, the Minister for
the Envirenment, Dr Ian Shearer, said in Invercargill last night.

Preferred Site For
»H~ Wapiti Named

' i d site
The southern block of State forest west of Nelson is the preferre
for the relocation of the wapiti herd, the Minister of Lands and Forests, Mr

Dr Shearer, who is in the city
o open the flour millers’ con-
ference at Ascot Park today,
said other problems such as the
stoat population had to be elimi-
nated first.

After that was dene, “*it was
possible” the takahe could be-

number of wapiti in the area.

kahe are. However, there are so
many crossbreds. There may,

was being “very careful”” when| doesn't take much to upset it,"
he made statements about the| he said.

The programme to distribute

“Dr Orbell could be right that| the takahe in other areas of the
there is no wapiti where the ta-| Fiordland National Park will

take as long as it takes to re-
move the deer and eliminate the

Elworthy, said yesterday.

The site was picked by an in-
| spection team of forest rangers
! and scientists from three others
| — Molesworth station, in Marl-

borough, the Richmond range,
the Victoria and Brunner

“The preferred habitat was
seen as having to be mountain-
well vegetated country
without any major soil erosion
problems. Nor should _there be
any significant conflict with

ous,

lesworth station as. possible
habitats. In the former, there
was significant erosion and
there would have been com-
petition with the large goat pop-
ulation there. The area is also
slowly recovering from the ef-

ranges.

lora and fauna. There is also a

fect of deer and fire.

eed to ensure that there is ade-
quate food species and su.pplyj:
and adequate area for ranging,
Mr Elworthy said.

Challenging Nature

He mentioned the team had
also looked at the long-term
management needs of any
habitat to ensure there was
little competition with other
wild animals, particularly red | pr Elworthy said partsof the
deer. It would also be necessary | yicioria and Brunner ranges
to ensure that the area could be |wquld provide a good home for

He said there were no signifi- reasonably policed and that the wapiti. But there were doubts
cant problems of erosion or con- | habitat would be of a challeng- | whether the who_le area cot}ld
flict with other flora and fauna. |ing nature with good natural |systain a population of the size
There were, however, red deer |aesthetics for the recreational envisaged. Any wapiti herd
had now developed the sex stim-| reports on ail four suggested present although the population |hunter, could also conflict with poss;bl(:
" ulant of the stoats and this could| areas for relocation and would was reasonably small. He said | Given these criteria, the in- [future reserves and there migh
‘ Endangered be placed in traps to kill off the] list the priority of these areas. jt seemed the area was large spection team has discounted |be problems with adequate po-
] : animals. No areas in Southland have Lnough to allow the two types to Richrnond range and Mo- |licing of the area. }
! Earlier yesterday, Dr Shear- . been tochidad . h toallow the two types 10 | 1 " Ric
er said from Parliament he Fragile Ecolegy - co-exi )

1 1 e "I will base my decision on itrol of hybridization and red
agreed with warnings that the We've got to remember thef thic report, after doing more re- i deerif neé'essa,-y, Thearea also

wapiti were endangering the ta-| area has a very fragile ecolo search into the matter," Mr El- {had good access and was not un- |

The preferred site was the
southern block of State forest
west of Nelson containing the
Wangapeka, Owen and Matiri
catchments and the eastern side
of the Mokihinui catchment.

Mr Elworthy said the area
preferred by the inspection
| team, seemed large er_lqug_l_l to
cater for a large wapiti popu-
lation. It provided good food,
and was likely to be challenging
enough for the recreational
hunter.

come established in a wider
area of the park.

“We don't really know very
much about the activities of the
takahe and just how far their
Zone extends,” he said. -

The wapiti, Dr Shearer said,
were part of the problem caus-
ing the large decline in the popu-
lation of the Fiordland takahe in
TeCent yesrs.

“It is a matter of trying to
‘eliminate as many of the prob-

lems as. possible. There is suf-
ficient evidence to suggest the
wapiti in the area are causing
| enough damage to affect the
.pa%ufallan of the takahe,” he
said.

**Molesworth station was dis-
counted because of the likeli-
hood that the wapit§ wo_uld
range too widely, possibly into
the Nelson Lakes National
Park. The station 'also lacks
suitable forest cover and food,
and there could have been con-
flict 'with the large number of
cattle on the property.”” . '

in fact, be no pure breds in the predators, Dr Shearer said,
area,"” Dr Shearer said.
“There are definitely deer in
the Murchisons.”” Report F 01'
edAH crossbreds will be remoy- R l -
. along with the wapiti, and =
Dr Shearer said this would elim- e ea S e
inate one problem for the surt| A report on the proposed areas
vival of the takahe. = || for the relocation of the Fiord-
His information was based on{ 1and wapiti ‘will be released
“constant contact’” with wild-§ the Minister of Lands, Mr Eijs
life officials and GW' who} worthy, today or tomorrow.
were interested in the Fiord-] The report has beb prepared.
land National Park. : by the New Zealand Forest
A programme could also be| Service and is<described by Mr
mounted to control the stoat| Elworthy as being “fairly com-
population after the deer had! prehensive.”

been removed. | _Hesaid from Parliament last
Dr Shearer said scientists| night the paper would contain

kahe in the park. gy," he said. “We have th worthy said. ' duly difficult to police’ 5 :
Ks He was commenting on a beech trees and if they have “Tt ,ysgo‘mg to be the right de- idu . RPO rch Sh( tS Flred
| statement from the Under-Sec-| high seed one year there is cision.* Further Resea :

boom in mice. The result of thi

i

sy

-

|lday, supporting a programme

| ed because they competed with

retary for Internal Affairs, Mr
G. W. F. Thompson, on Tues-

by the Minister of Lands, Mr EL-
worthy, to remove the wapiti
from Fiordland and to re-estab-
lish a purebred herd elsewhere
in the South Island.

The wapiti were being remov-

is a buildup in the stoat popu
lation.

“‘However, next year there
might not be so much seeds and
s0 there is a reduction in thé
number of mice, and the stoatd
then turn to the takahe chick:
and eggs for food.

“The ecology is so fragile il

the takahe for food, Mr Thomp-
son said.

Dr Shearer said New Zealand
had an “‘abominabie’ history of
bird extinctions. Forty-five spe-
cies of native birds became ex-
-tinct before 1800, and another
eight species and six sub-spe-
cies had disappeared since the

Mr Elworthy said there was
0 emergency” to announce
the decision immediately. The
main thing was that peopie
knew that wapiti would be re-
located.

“We are going to breed them
up for a while and increase their
numbers  before relocating

them.” he said.

Wapiti Relocation
Sir,— Twice now, April 22 and 23, 1982

. I'haveread in The Southland T
Dr G' M. Orbell is “the for

imes that’
St au-

thority" on takahe. > Ny Jf 18

My understanding is that

DrOr-

‘‘Although this site seems to
offer the best habitat for the re-
located herd, there is still more
research needed,”” he said. .
Surveys of vegetation, ,vy;ld t
animal numbers and distribu-
tion would be necessary to keep |
competition and interbreeding
down to a minimum.
‘“Nevertheless, it is clear tl_lat
relocation is the best option
available for the long-term sur-
vival of wapiti as a recreational |
hunting asset,” Mr Elworthy
said. .
Mr Elworthy said he could
not se€ any final announcement
coming for several months. -
' ““Further investigation of the

o7

At
Helicopter

(PA) ROTORUA
Wairoa and Raupunga police
are investigating a complaint
from a pilot and shooter of a
Hughes 500 helicopter who
claim four shots were fired at
the aircraft on Saturday.

The four shots were fired at
the helicopter, owned by Astro
Helicopters Limted, Tauma-
runui, as it was hunting over
farmland in the Putere area,

arrival of Europeans. bell had rediscovered the takahe in - two most favoured sites will south of Wairoa.

Twenty-three species or sub-
species of native birds were on,
the endangered list.

e ~

Priority

The preservation of the ta-,
kahe had to take priority over
the wapiti, Dr Shearer said. |

However, Dr G. M. Orbell, of
Invercargill, said yesterday
there had been no wapiti in the:
Murchisons, where the takahe |
are located, since 1858, Twof
deer were seen in the area at
that time, but were later shot.

Dr Orbell discovered the ta-
kahe population in Fiordland
and is perhaps New Zealand's
bestauthority on the group's be-
haviour.

“There are no wapiti where

| the takahe are, and there has |

been no reported sightings of ta-
kahe where the wapiti are,'"" he
said.

Crossbreds

Dr Shearer said last night he
agreed stoats were a major
problem to the survival of the !

takahe, but he said Dr Orbell

)

what is now known as Takahe Valley his '
main interest in the area lay in shooting .
deer and not research on the bird. (This.,
belief is supported by the fact that I am
unaware of hishaving had any papers on
the takahe published in scientific jour-
nals).

A number of former and currentoffi.

cers of the Wildlife Division, Depart-
ment of Internal Affairs, have devoted
many months of their lives to field re-
search on the takahe. All of these people
would have far greater authoritative
knowledge of the bird (and would have
done more towards ensuring its contin-
ued suryival) than Dr Orbell. Accord-
ingly they have every reason to be i
slighted, indeed insulted, by the extray- .
agant claim regarding Dr Orbell’s =
knowledge of the bird. )
As to Dr Orbell's claim that “‘there”
has been no reported sightings of takahe
where the wapiti are,”’ | would suggest
that he consult the **Proceedings of the.~
Seminar on the Takahe and its habitat
1978"" — a seminar which he attended as +
a guest of the (then) Fiordland National
Park Board. In this he will find on pages.
37,49 and 50 details of sightings between
1948 and 1971 of takahe or their sign out-
side the special (takahe) area. Of the 41 ;
recorded, 37 were within the so-called
‘‘wapiti area.” =
W. J. Cooper - .
Invercargill :
[The description of Dr Orbell as *‘thé”
foremost authority on takahe” was
ours, not his. Some fruits of Wildlifé™
Service study of the bird are reported in
an article on this page today. — Ed]
L4
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continue. Consultations with
deerstalking interests will also |
take place,” he said.
He said the inspection team |
had looked at each of the four ?
areas and applied a number of
criteria.

At least two shots struck thal
helicopter. One passed through
the exhaust system and Qe
lodged in the engine. -
No one was injured in the it
cident and a spokesman for the
Wairoa police said yesterday
the helicopter was not poact-
ing.

Police have taken possession
of a .223 rifle and will be inter-

| Public Notices

|
I DAVID BURGESS, Company

' Directorof 143 Haywood Street,
Invercargill, give notice of my
| Intention to apply to the Min.
ister of Agriculture and Fish-|
eries for combined Game Pack.
ing House, Meat packing house |
and fish packinghouse licences.
For premises to be construct-
edin Benmore Street, Invercar-
gill. Signed D, Burgess.
This is the firs ication of
| thisnotice. .3 96559

Wapiti Rejocation
23 [hifsa
Sir,— What a 18t of rubbish. The wa-
piti do not compete with bird life. Mr
Thompson sees the elusive takahe and

the mighty wap having duels or some-
thing, hairbrained government-ar-

ranged of course. Where did the wapiti

in the private park at Te Anau come
from, not lately, the first lot?

Secondly, let’s do a simple test with
the wapiti at Invermay and swamphen
or takahe, whichever is the most avail-
dble, as they feed in a similar manner.
Also a stoat and takahe, or swampy,
then we will have facts. Kill the stoats
that's part of the answer to dis-
appearing takahe. The next is
unexplainable no one knows what
makes animals become extinct, except
New Zealand politicians.

Transport the wapiti to Molesworth
where the first snows will let the wap
run all over Canterbury.

Hunter Medley
Redan [ :
[Abridged. — Ed]

viewing two men who were
hunting on the farmland.

The helicopter was flown by
Mr Michael O’Brien, of Aucks
land, whose wife, formerly Tan|
ia Harris, organized last year'y
""Kiwis Care” march. h

“Mrs O’Brién went into labou
when shé heard of the shoo Ling
incident. Her doctor at §
Helens Hospital in Auckland
said the baby had been expected
to arrive yesterday. ]

Mr O'Brien, back in Auckand,
said he thought he and his shogt:
er, Mr Jim Brooks, were lucky
to be alive after the helicopter

was fired at.




‘Future Deer Markets |

Assured’

7/ s /%0_'

Deer farming was one of the great agricultural inventions and there was no other country that
would seriously compei¢ with New Zealand in the fereseeable future. ‘

This was the observation
made by Germah marketer, Mr
Claus Hartge at the New Zea-
land Deer Farmers’ annual con-
ference held last month in Hast-
ings.

In Europe the consumption of
game meats including deer,
pigs and hares was estimated
between 65,000 and 75,000 tonnes
per year, he said.

Game meat is expensive and
a luxury in the consuming coun-
tries.

Of all Europe, Germany was
the largest.importer and pro-
ducer of game meats, with
more than 22,000 tonnes im-
ported during 1980, Mr Hartge
said. -

Some 19 countries export
deer meat to Germany with
New Zealand exporting 1233 ton-
nes in 1982. Although Bulgaria
and the Soviet Union had been
refused entry, new suppliers

from other sources, he said. The
reason was due mainly to the
outstanding quality of the prod-
uct, strict hygiene control and
the small, handy size of the
cuts. -

Most restaurants liked buy-
ing New Zealand cuts, bone in.

“To us in Europe quality is
synonymous with leannéss,’” he
said. ‘‘The public taste requests
fat free game meat, tenderness
comes later.”” More than 90 per
cent of consumers wanted lean
meat, Mr' Hartge said, and he
strongly urged that New Zea-
land should not ship deer meat
to Europe unless it had been
carefully trimmed, not only the
surface fat but also internal
fats.

It was more economic to do
the trimming in New Zealand
than in Europe where wages
were generally higher and

such as Australia, South Africa
and Spain had established them-
selves on the German market.

would lead to unnecessary

where defrosting of the cuts

weight losses from thawing.

Mr Hartge said in his opinion
farmed deer should not be pro-
moted as a new item mainly be-
cause little advertising was
done at all for deer meat, as the
main outlet was through re-
staurants which spent no money
on advertising.

Also the housewife and chef
de cuisine expected deer to be
wild and not brought up under
the care of man. b

As neither consumer asked
whether the venison was feral
or farmed they should not be
given the choice, he saiq.

It was his company’s aim to
gradually lead European buyers
to accept farmed venison as if it
were feral. ‘‘We all have to try
to achieve the same acceptance
for the farmed product as for
the feral,”” Mr Hartge said.

“‘Please bear in mind that too

much publicity for farmed deer
will create resistance from
EEC farmers’ associations |
whoese one and only intention is
to keep imports of red meat
down or to burden them with
hefty levies.”” Mr Hartge warn-
ed that not too many New Zea-
land companies should exporti

!

farmed deer to the EEC. The
European market had its own |
rules and peculiarities, he said,
and it should be approached
from New Zealand in a co-ordi-
nated manner. - “‘Both com-
mercial and political motives
necessitate this.”” |

However, Mr Hartge said,
the European merchant would
still be predominantly German
who would welcome farmed
deer.

‘“Red meat from genuine
deer, from unpolluted soil, from
a politically stable country will
have its market share,"" he con-
cluded. 1

—

Germany's domestic produc-
tion of deer meat is approx-
imately 20,000 tonnes annually
making its total consumption of |
game meat close to 45,000 ton-
nes per year.

Small Proportion

Other importing countries in
Europe of game meat, include
France, Switzerland, Belgium
and the Netherlands and all but :
a small proportion is supplied
by countries other than New '
Zealand.

In Scandinavia, New Zealand
faced strong competition from
Eastern Bloc countries, Scot-
land, and China. :

Both Austria and the UK
were mainly self-sufficient, Mr
Hartge said, although at times,
Austria had to import a small
quantity despite its own domes-
tic production of close on 6500
tonnes. {

Most European countries
permitted the import of game
meat throughout the year, with
the exception of France and
Belgium which have limited
selling periods. Peak con-
sumption was during the colder
months from September to
April, he said. -

New Zealand game sold best
during the September to Christ-
mas period as prices generally
were low after that time with
supplies from Eastern Bloc«
countries dominating the mar-
ket through to about May. -

Few Companies |

In most of the European coun- |
tries the import trade was well
controlled by a few companies
which operated nation wide and
tended to sell to wholesalers by
the tonne who in turn supplied
restaurants, game retailers and

“ supermarkets, he said.

However, the situation in
Germany was somewhat differ-
ent. About 30-40 major impor-
ters struggled for sales, he said
and as a consequence had to’
compete for supplies. The rea-
son he suggested was that there |
was so much game produced in
Germany. S

Where in other countries the .
importer sells by the tonne, in
Germany he sold by the carton.
Mr Hartge said the German im-
porter was both a wholesaler
and distributor and tended 1o |
operate locally, not nationally. |

Because the consignments
were mostly small often from |
only one to 20 cartons, distribu- |
tion was costly, and could only |
be carried competitively if

transport was pooled with cther |

frozen cargo.

keted in supermarkets, he said,

 Live Capture Pens

Not Up

Live capture pens have notto

. medium for the control

A statistical record on live
deer recapture pen operations
‘tabled at last night’s meeting of
the Southland National Parks
and Reserves Board in Te Anau,
showed the number of deer cap-
tured had declined sharply in
the pasl year.

Applications for the first live
capture pen in Fiordland coin-
cided with the beginning of the
‘high live deer prices at the end
of 1978. oY

The high prices could not be
sustained for long, and declined
\as the supply of live deer caught

Jup with the buyers demand, Mr

Atkinson said.

*“As a result of the decreasing
{return per pen and the slump in
the demand for live deer from
mid-1980, this year had not pro-
ved to be as viable as many op-
erators would have liked,”” he
Isaid in his report.

In 1978-79, there were three
permits issued for the live cap-
ture of deer in the park. This
number rose to 33 in 1980-81 and
has fallen to 28 this year.

However, the total number of
pens has increased from 187 last
year to 194 this year.

In 1978-79, 13 deer were cap-
tured. This number rose to 221
the following year and peaked in

i

Clle»a-per‘ Clits
Very little venison was mar-

and what was, was mainly the

cheaper cuts. Game retailers |

%ﬁkplaims

y lived up to the claim of being a good

TE ANAU

of deer in the Fiordland National Park, according
i to the senior ranger, Mr E. Atkinson.

1980-81 when 304 deer were cap-

up until March of this year.
Not Fulfilled

“Ido not believe that live cap-
ture pens have totally fulfilled

Wapiti

At the last Southland County
Council meeting, the views of
the New Zealand Deerstalkers'
Association were conveyed fo
the council by Mr Warren Tay-
lor, arecreational hunter. Inre-
sponse, the board wrote to the
council and received per-
mission to make submissions
stating its position on the con-
troversial topic.

A letter outlining the board’s
views has been sent to the coun-
cil. At last night’s board meet-
ing, ‘Mr Les Henderson was
elected spokesman for the coun-
cil meeting and also for a meet-
ing to be held with the Southland

| United Council.

The united &ouncil asked for

| submissions from the board at

its meeting earlier this week.

and supermarkets only account- |

ed for between five and 10 per
cent of venison sales. The bal-

ance was either taken up by the |

hunters themselves or sold to
restaurants.

New Zealand produced ven-
sion sold at prices above those

tured. Only 182 were captured

The ' Southland National
Reserves Board will make its views on the
wapiti relocation issue known to the Southland
County Council at the council’s next meeting.

| the claims of being a good med-

ium for the control of deer. )

“‘Properly run pens will con- |
tinue to catch deer and in prior-
ity areas will be a worth-while
alternative in wild animal con-
trol,”” Mr Atkinson said.

Board to Give

Policy

Other items dealt with at last
night’s meeting included:

Fossicking: Fiordland Na-
tional Park chief ranger, Mr
Paul Green, reported there had
been some illegal fossicking
around some of the historical
sites in the park. Some of the
sites are being studied by South-
land museum staff. Mr Green
said it was almost impossible to
effectively police the sites. 1
~ Wilmot Pass: The Southland
District Commissioner of
Crown Lands, Mr Joe Harty,
told the board substantial funds
would have to be spent immed-
iately to restore the Wilmot
pass road. He said at least
$10,000 would have to be spent
initially to repair damage
caused by floods last year.

|
|

{
b

!

{
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Wapiti Relocation‘#}&

Sir,— The relocation of wapiti, which
the Wildlife Service strongly supports,
means, at best, the loss of a valuable
aesthetic, recreatjonal, and economic
resource to Southland. At worst, pre-
supposing that the one remazining area
for relocation also proves unsuitdble,
the only wild wapiti in.the Southern
Hemisphere will be those in Fiordland
who succeed in dodging the nets, traps,
bullets, and poisons.

The service .which is dedicated to the
protectionof rare native species and the
conservation of some acclimatized spe-
cies must come up with a constructive

- compromise solution which will allow

o

the Fiordland wapiti te occupy at least
most of the area they have lived in for
the past 77 years.

After readidg the takahe article in |

your issue of April 27, 1982 and various
_other reports on the same subject, I felt
that the scientists had down-graded the
role of the stoat in the decline of takahe,
and were obsessed with the presence of

. red deer and wapiti. - ,

It is not always made clear that ta-
kahe occurred throughout New Zealand
from North Cape to Bluff in centuries
gone by, and lived in competition with
countless thousands of moas and other
now-extinct birds. By the time they en-
countered the deer liberated by Euro-

pean man they were already close to ex- .

tinction. ]

Whether their further decline in num-
bers since their rediscovery by Dr Or-
bell and party in 1948 is faster or slower

than in the centuries preceding it is a
question which would be difficult to an-
swer. So far as the wapiti area is con-

cerned it seems that, except for the

‘

southern fringe adjacent to the Murchi-
son mounts that takahe had become ex-
Linct’ there before colonization by wa-
piti. The rare sightings .of birds there

)

would almost certainly be of nomadic .

birds.

In the fringe areas mentioned —

Irene, Stillwater, and Doon valleys, and ' -

in the Large and Mclvor burns— takahe
appeared to thrive along with high popu- ~
lations of deer (and geese too in one’

- place). Like the DSIR personnel (men-

T

« " turegenerations who wish to-hunt those ;

!

|

|

I

1
|
i
\
i

v
i

tioned by your correspondent A. E. 1.
?‘Simj I too have wondered whether, at.

! least in the above cases if deer had in
some way stimulated the takahe. 1t wilt*
be interesting to see what happens to
the small takahe colonies in the areas
mentioned above now that deer have
virtually been eliminated from those.
areas. ‘

Wapiti are being convicted on false
evidence. Their banishment from the
parkis a crime against present and fu-:

magnificent creatures with rifle or

camera against the backdrop of someof |

the world’s finest scenery and enjoy the
place as we have done.

If lingering bitterness with the pre-
sent capture and shooting campaign is

=

10 be avoided then some modification of
it is essential. Direct action may well *
result from the refusal of bureacracy to -

bow ta public opinion. ‘
if the Wildlife Service wishes to per-

sist with its takahe management pro- .
posals and translocate takahe within

Fiordland, then surely they should ex-
amine the area to the south of the Mur-
chison mounts for its suitability, some-
thing I have been assured that they have
not so far done. '

Before I close I would like to take this
opportunity, through you Sir, to thank
all those people who are supporting us in
our attempts to keep the wapiti in

Fiordland — the people who wrote to’
these columns for over four months, the

hundreds of wonderful people who
turned out for the Gore meeting, Feder-

. ated Farmers of Southland, the South-

land County €ouncil, you and your staff
for your fairness, and ttie local mem-
bers of Parilament. In a democracy
public opinion will win the day — keep it
up Southlanders. : )
Jack McKenzie
Gore'RD - ¢ A

e




| OFFICE FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT INCLUDES: 8 picce |

ATZGERAD

We auction off the lot!
"SPECIAL 2 DAY AUCTION

on account ]

3} 7 }é?.RCS INTERNATIONAL LTD
(In Receivership)
TO BE HELD ON THEIR PREMISES AT
TAUPO AIRPORT
TAUPO
NEXT FRIDAY, JULY 9, 1982
— at 12 NOON —
COMPRISES:

(a) Quality office furniture and equipment, reception chattels
and appliances :

(b) Firearms
NEXT SATURDAY, JULY 10, 1982.
— at llam —
COMPRISES:

(a) Aircraft (fixed and rotary wing)
(b) Aircraft hangars and office block
(c) Engineering equip and machinery
(d) Aireraft spares

(e) Tractors and trailers

FRIDAY, JULY 9 SALE

founge suite in gold dralon, oak exec office desk with 2 filing
drawers and secret drawer, dining suite complete with 6 dralon
covered chairs, Olivetti hexikon 90 golf ball type writer, zone pak,

| mahogsideboards and tables, 3 D/mahogdesk, 2 door steel filing

air conditieningunit model RF 440G, 12in Philips Colour TV K370,
oak 2 doer corner unit with 2 oak corner chairs in red leather, 4
d/filing cab, Bonair cocktail cab/fridge in mahog, oak 3 drawer
office desk with filing drawer, exec office and typist chair
covered in dralon, double brass wall light fittings, spot lights,

cab, quant office and typist chairs, brass iable comprises oak
corner whal not, brass eagle, or brass framed colfee tables, 3
sets settees, Denion steel shelving, cafe bar, billiard table and
accessories, Raytrk alarm system, plus misc office sundries,
caleulators, beautiful drapes and matchi ng cushions, brass
ornaments, sheep skins, pot plants, fire hoses, coolie chairs, Zip
water heater, stove, fridge and other exciting items. !
FIREARMS INCLUDE : :

(1) 6 x .308 Cal SIG semi-automatic rifles

(2) 2 x .300 Cal US carbine semi-auto rifles #
(3) 2 x .465 Cal Paxarms syringe pistols

(4) 1 x .2 Cal Paxarms tranquillising rifle :

(5) 3 x .527 Cal paxarms bolt action syringe rifles

(6) 1 x .308 Cal FN semi-auto rifle

(7) 1 x .23 Colt ARI5 semi-auto rifle

(8) 1x.223 Cal Ruger semi-auto rifie (minus mag) i

SATURDAY, JULY 10, 1982 SALE ’

MAIN ENGINEERING EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY
NCLUDES: Quant bench vices complete with as new work

benches, quant steel trolleys with Pneu wheels; 2 hand ppersieel J!th,ANNUAL W‘APITI "AND HYBRID

bench presses, repco super 30 battery charger, oil fired heater
and tank, Miller twin HF arc welding mach with mobile leadsand

gauges, gty weldingrods, champspark plug tester, GMF 200mm |

beach grinder SPH, tanne! elect driil press SPH, welding equip, |

gauges and bottles, mobile engine hoist, qtyalumladders,5.5hp3 |

ph air compressor, air hosesandair lines, fire exting chain hoist,
micro fishe reader 2M ‘800° (Juiy 81) speedline 8in HD grinder % |

hp SPH, drilling and milling mach 20 m/M cap, % hp SPH |
engineeringlathe, 1 hp cap model 11258 plus other allied bols |
and sundries, '

HANGARS INCLUDE: 3

(1) 3 Hangar buildings :

(2) Office and staff amenities block \

(3) Storage garage A

Details as to:

(a) Ownership of land |

(b) Situation i

(c) Building description will be shown in our fully descriptive
catalogue by writing to the Auctioneers {$1 includes |
postage). : L .

3

JCTIONEERS NOTE

;commend to intending purchasers. This will also be the first
fering of Al Bred Weaner Bulls using Canadian Elk semen.

2 sorted into lines to

AIRCRAFT INCLUDE :

condition.
(2)
custom wool fabric and

almost brand new

(1) 1970’ MITSUBISHI MU —~ 2B — 3 ZK-ESM. The interior l
condition isas new having been completely refurbished. The f
exterior condition has new paint throughout andin first-class

1967 MITSUBISHI MU — 2B ZK-WAL, The interior has new
brown vinyl base. The aircraft is
configured in club seating arrangement and is first-class —
condition. The exterior of aircraft is

absolutely spotless condition, with no evidence of corrosion

denting, abrasion, damage
spare serviceable engine.

HUGHE
aircraft _
completely repainteding pleasing three tone colour scheme.

3

—

(4)

minor corrosion apparent. :
(5) 1974 CESSNA MODEL 177B ZK-DNX.
(6) HUGHES 500CC ZK-HRF Helicopter,
(7) HUGHES HELICOPTER ZK-HPZ.

OF minor hangar damage. Has |

HELICOPTER 369D (500D) ZK-HPW. The |
has been recently refurbished externally and |

HUGHES HELICOPTER 38 HS (500) ZK-HIC 1969. This
aircraft is not equipped with a turbine or gearbox. The
aircraft has recently been repainted externally with only

NOTE: The receiver reserves the right to withdraw anyaircraft

from sale without prior notice,
AIRCRAFT SPARES

Spare parts for MU 2B, spare serviceable engine, MU2, spares |

for Hughes helicopters 500, 500 C20, 500D, 10 Hi stress aircraft

seats (3 double units, 4 single units). Radar set:

Weather radar, Model Bendix ART 1614 B & W set.

TRACTORS AND TRAILERS:

(1) Kubota Tracter mode! L.295, 1295 DT. (hardly used — excel
condition)

(2) Kubota Tractor model B7100 — 7504

(3) Power Pony Tractor

(4) Tandem wheel deer trailers

-‘AUCTIONEERS NOTE:

The Friday Sale is a No Reserve Sale,

several items only of plant and the aircraft on the Saturday

Auction carry a reserve and they are more than realistic, The

condition of all articles is fi rst-class and carries our

recommendation, the plant still being in use and the office

equipment being in use up till closure.

INSPECTION:

Friday, July 9 — 8am until sale starts.

Saturday, July 10 — 8am until sale starts,

TERMS:

Cnalsh or bank cheques by arrangements with the auctioneers

only. -

Catalogues available for this more important auction by writing

to the auctioneers or from the offices of Messrs ‘Wilkinson,

}Vilb}erfoss Chartered Accountants, throughout NZ ($1 postage

reg), . i

All enquiries to the Auctioneers: -

FITZ-GERALD AUCTIONS LTD
- PO Box 30073 Takapuna North
Telephone 493-141, 493-142, (3 lines) Auckland
A/hrs Paul Bartley 487-218, Kevin Fitz-Gerald 469-738.
R S 26022

and as can be expected

LIVESTOCK

3 [7)s2
ACCOUNT FIORDLAND WAPITI PARK

AUCI‘ION‘
ON THE PROPERTY AT TE ANAU
= Friday July 9, 1982
Commencing_ 1.30pm

Al Bred Wapiti Weaner Bulls
NZ Bred Wapiti Weaner Females
NZ Bred Wapiti Weaner Bulis
NZ Bred Hybrid Weaner Hinds
NZ Bred Hybrid Weaner Stags
18mth Hybrid Stags

Having inspected the above offering we can thoroughly

The weaners have been weanedsince the endof Mayand wilj
suit intending purchasers,
CATALOGUES AVAILABLE FROM DALGETY

MAIN BRANCHES
For further information
CONTACT: Barry Monk
Phone 75-384 Invercargill

Evan Meredith

Phone Te Anau 7680

17864 |
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Takahe and Wapiti
Sir, — The more we read on this sub-
ject the more we become convinced the

Park Board is trying to convince the -

public with a lot of propaganda. In their
statements on relocation of wapiti to ob-
tain a pure herd they admit that any oth-
er suitable area is already populated
with other deer.

The wapiti were in the area for 47
years before the National Parks Act
1952. Why then was this area included in
the perk in the first place?

The takahe were rediscovered in the
Murchison Mountains in 1948 The
Whole area was closed to the' public, A
dozen huts were built. The public believ-
ed these were for cullers to keep the red
deer, not wapiti, under control. But no,
apparently they were camps for the top
brass of government departments. Af-
ter 20-odd years they finally became
aware that the greatly increased num-
bers of red deer were competing with
the takahe for food. Where were the ex-
perts on wildlife management? Surely
anyone with even an elementary know-
fedge of wildlife could have foreseen
this would happen when the recreation-
al shooter was denie e?ry.

2 [ ¢

4

The fact of the remainin ulati
of takahe being confined aliz?entg
ly to the Murchison mountains area
would Suggest that this is the habjtat
best suited to its survival. Now we find
these EXperts trapping these birds and
transfering them to areas where the
former Population has died out,

It would appear the Park Board has

Ome so wrapped up in its anti-deer
¢ampaign that the well-being of our na-
tive birds has been shoved into the back-
ground. With reports of native bird poa-

chers being active in other areas we
must be concerned for the takahe. We
have some expert poachers who have
made acomplete ass of the park laws:.

Tagged Stoat
Otautau RD

e

Wapiti Relocation
Sir, —I'was one of the few lucky hunt-
ers on this trophy shoot fo shoot 2 wapiti
and even a red deer for that matter, asa
lot of very experienced hunters never
saw a deer. There weré four members
in our party and we saw only three deer

for the 14 days we were in our block. (

I only hope some day in the near fu-
ture I can return into Fiordland on an-
other trophy shoot and enjoy the rug-
ged, steep, isolated bush and mountains
of our national park. -

I fail to see any reason why the wapiti

must be relocated. No one would go into
that part of Fiordiand if it wasn’t for the
wapiti: The takahe is only an excuse for
relocating the wapiti. Surely it would be
easier and cheaper to put a fence round
the takahe than to shift the wapiti!.
. Hybridization and deer numbers can
be effectively controlled by helicopter
and ground shooters as we ‘can see now
by the very low numbers of deer that
are in the wapiti area. i, 4

The eradication of introduced ani-
mals under the National Parks Act is
only aloophole the Parks Board is using
to eradicate deer from the park — first
the deer, then what?

The Act could be changed by the Gov-
ernment as we will see them do on th
Clutha hydro scheme. i

There is no other place in the country
that can be more suitable for the wapiti
than where they are now. The Govern-
ment should stick to politics and leave ;
recreatia}a! unting alone.

2 |6[&a. A J. Chittock
Gore RD : :

i througheut New Zealand for in-

| yesterday they wanted to speak

.in a remote area.

|

{ making it unkikely that the ma-

Helicopter

Crew
%H&Found

Three Te Anau men were
found within haif an hour of a
search getting under way tofind
a helicopter and its crew miss-
ing in the Mavora area tate ves-
terday,

-~ The search was sparked off
-When a Hughes 500 D model heli-
' coptei owned by ! Thompson;
<brothers, was reported overdue
..at 4.30pm yesterday. It was
working in the Mavora area.
Te Anau helicopter pilot, Bill
Black, flew into the area and
‘Tound the three men— pilot, De-
rek Cook, and crew members,
Nelson Thompson and Milton
Kiri — walking down a snow
covered valley at about 5pm.

The 'three had walked about
I6km from the helicapter after

Police in Te Anau said the
weather at the time was cold,
with deep snow over the area,

It is expected the helicopter
will be repaired and flown out of
the area.

—_—

$250,050 3
Chopper '
Removed

(PA) HAMILTON
Taupo police are appealing

formation on a Hughes helicop-
ter taken from an airport hang-

ar: -

The $250,000 machine may
have been removed by an artic-
ulated truck seen at the Taupo
airporton the night of June 23.

Detective Sergeant Doug
Seott, of the Taupa police, said

to the driver of the truck.

The Hughes 369D helicopter
was due to be sold at auction
next week. It is understood the
machine was formerly owned
by RCS Internaticnal, a Taupo
company now in receivership.

Police in Taupo say the theft
was unusual and that it was
likely the helicopter had been
hidden in bush or was being used

Helicopter parts are num-
bered and recérded in log books

chine would be stripped and sold
for parts, said Mr Scott.

Bearing the registration
number ZKHPW, the helicopter
was mainly cream in colour
with a dark blue top and base
and an orange-coloured tail sec-
tion.



The identification marks will
take the form of a prominently
displayed circle featuring a let-
ter painted inside the circle.

In the Southland conservancy
the inner colour of the circle
will be mauve or orange, al-
though from time to time there
rcould be other colours if a heli-
copter from dnother con-
servancy is in the area.

With the Hughes 500s the
identification will be painted on
the right and left hand fuselage
areas al the rear of the aircraft.
For 300s it will be on the outer
. edge of the fuel tank.

! Senior ranger with the con-

| servancy, Mr Kerry Mawhin-

ney, said vesterday the letter
and colour combinations had
been allocated with the new li-
cences issued for the year be-
ginning June 1. )

required by the New Zealand F
marks painted on them.

‘lieved it was the only way to en-

}% o “.*

| A Hughes 500 helicopter featuring the promin;ni: identification circle and lettér-
now required to be displayed if animal recovery work is being undertaken. In this

f case the inner circle is orange and the number and circle border are black.

{

H

- Large Identification
Marks Required

Helicopters carrying out wild animal recovery gperations are now
orest Service to have large identification

There had been some delays
with issuing but helicopters op-
erating on wild animal recovery
work were expected to display
the identification this licensing
year.

These letters were over and
above the registration numbers
required by the Civil Aviation
regulations.

* The identification - require-
iments had been imposed.to de-
ter helicopter operators from:
poaching.

Up until now the only identi-
fication had been the Civil Avia-
tion registration and these num-
bers were too small to see at a
distance.

As well, the new markings
would be difficult to remove,
cover upor alter, This had been
a major consideration, Mr
Mawhinney said.

Most helicopters in the con-
servancy had complied with the
requirements.

Objections
There had been a few objec-
tions but the Forest Service be-

sure that identification could be
easily made, Mr Mawhinney
said. 1 .

Pilots realizing this would
hopefully be deterred from
hunting outside their permit
areas.

The idea.had initially been

- e

tested 1n the Rotorua con-
servancy and was being imple-
mented nationally.

Ironically, Mr Mawhil’ﬁ%},

said, the past season for South- |

land had been fairly quiet as far
as illegal activity was con-

cerned. Only one court case was |

pending.

However, for the likes of Ro-
torua and other conservancies,
there had been a lot of trouble.

Cancellation

Failing to display the identi-
fication would be a breach of the
terms and conditions -under |
which a permit was issued and
could result in the immediate
cancellation of licences and per-
mits.

For the néw season 16 li-\

cences and 26 permits had been.
issued. This was slightly down
on last year,

Animal numbers for the pasti
year had been similar to the
previous two or three years.

There appeared to have been
a levelling out of the number of
animals recovered, Mr Maw-
hinney said.

Forest Service staff were
also hearing a lot frem oper-
ators about the increasing
costs, particularly with insur-
ance and fuel.

A lot were looking at the non-
productive hours they had been
flying in the past.

s e

CRIFFEL GAME PARK
FIRST ANNUAL SALE
OF NZ WAPITI WEANERS

To be held at Criffel’s new selling centre at 1pm Thursday, July 8,
1 ’ J

C[7

982.

COMPRISES:
25 WEANER FEMALES
10—15 WEANER MALES

The last few years have been devoted to breeding these deer
amidstnatural farm conditions, and building up the base herd.

Now that this has been established this is the first
opportumity of purchasing the cream of their offspring.

The offering is fully recorded and all records will be
available for inspection as will the animals prior to the sales and
on the morning of the sale. .

Light luncheon will be pro vided by the Wanaka Lions Club.

INQUIRIES TO WRIGHTSON NMA, ALEXANDRA
N. J. Dowling. Phone Alex 8029, AH 7654 Alex
SOUTHLAND FARMERS’ CO-OP
INVERCARGILL
G. T. Erskin, 81-929 Invercargill

-‘AH 78-097 Invercargill |
- WRIGHTSON NMA, Invercargill
L. Thorn. Phone 81-869 Invercargill
AH 77-299 Invercargill
AUCTIONEERS WRIGHTSON NMA
2 ALEXANDRA AND BRANCHES

Wrightson
NMA

Spending on Wapiti
| R%c ation
Si_r._— Why are efforts to relocate the
wapiti being persisted with when such
drastic cuts are being made to social
welfare, health, education and S0 on?
The proposed cost of the exercise (ap-

proximately $250.000) for this year. and
the expected cost of many hundreds of

The Southland Times, Friday, July 9, 1982. 9

thousands of dollars for future years
would surely be better spent in other
Tields.

The. wapiti occupy only a small per-.
centage of the Fiordland National Park
area — they can be controlled for recre-
ational hunting in this situation without
costing the taxpayer millions of dollars .
for unnecessary relocation. Tl

The nation’s sportsmen should be en-
couraged in their recreational pursuits
— not stifled. ’

(PA)

Hamish’s Mum
Gore

Wapiti Sale At
Wanaka

A sale of New Zealand wapitl weaners at the Criffel Game
| Park at Wanaka today saw femaie deer fetching an average price
| of $2750, and males an average price of $1650 each.

i =l
' . About 200 breeders from througheut the country attended

DUNEDIN

A

| the sale, the first of its kind for the game park. !

as “keen.”

breeders, he said.

[t e

The park’s managing director, Mr T. W. Wallis, descri
bidding for the 25 seven-month-old female and 15 male weaners .

Most of the stock for sale was bought by North Island deer

The stock was all New Zealand-bred, although the park has
imported weaners from Canada during the past two years.

‘Some of the New Zealand stock has been drawn from culling
‘| programmes in Fiordland.

The auctioneers for the sale were Wrightsoa NMA of Alex-
andra, and the Southland Farmers Co-operative. -

FOR SALE |

Weaner Hinds and 1 good Hy-
brid Stag. ‘
Apply:

Phone 7440 Te Anau

—



Fiordland will keep the wapiti leftovers after a c an
yesterday, which means that once t
over, those deer left in Fiordland w

The Prime Minister, Mr Mul-

doon, told a press conference in
Wellington that Fiordland’s wa-
piti herd would be moved out of
the area where the native ta-
kahe live but some deer would
remain in the national park.
_ The parties who had been ar-
guing over the wapitis’ fate had
reached a compromise which he
thought was “something that
will work."

Environmentalists want the
wapiti out of the park because of
the threat they claim is posed to
Vegetation and the takahe.

The " Southland National
Parks and Reserves Board has
also maintained that deer in the
park arein conflict with the val-
ues of national parks,

However, deerstalkers have
been fighting to keep the weapiti
there, saying the hunting pro-
vided is a unique Sporting expe-
rience,

The wapiti relocation was
started at the beginning of this
Year. A new site for them has
not been decided, although an
area in Nelson is being in-
vestigated.

Breeding Herd
Mr Muldoon said a breeding
herd would be taken from the
park and the rest of the deer left
there. The area where the ta-
kahe lived would be cleared of
the animals and enlarged,

The Minister of Lands, Mr E|-

- wWorthy, said in a statement yes-

terday the Government catcus
had agreed the Southland Na-
tional Parks znd 'Reserves
Board should develop a man-
agement plan to allow & con-
trolled number of wapiti to re-
main in the Fiordiand park for
hunting.

The MP for Wallace, MrD. A.
Angus, said later caucus had de-
cided on a change in Govern-
ment policy over the wapiti.

Once the contract with the
consortium expired in Decem-
ber, 1883, the Government
wanted a management plan
drawn up which would in-
corporate the wapiti in part of
the park.

Compromise
A compromise had been

reached where quite a large

he contract with th
ill stay.

over to the takahe, provided tt;z’\i‘il;'me national vice-president
other part was retained fof the\ o (he New Zealand Deerstal-

wapiti and recreational Wit
ing.

The Government wanted the
parks beard to develop a man-
dagement plan which would al-
Jow the wapiti to remain in the
park for recreational hunting,
Mr Angus said.

It would identify a defined
area within the park for them.

A provision would be that this
did not affect the other valuesof
the national park.

While it would have been de-
sirable to halt the relocation,

the two-year contract between
the Government and the con-

sortium was legal and binding,
Mr Angus said. -
However, the relocation

would be stopped at the end of
1983,

Mr Angus said he was sure
there would be animals left, and
the question of the re
introduction of wapiti would be
looked at when the time came.

It would also *“be nice to
think™ the relocated herd could
be accommodated within the
park if there was nowhere else
for it to go.

Mr Angus said he did not
think the compromise was what
the deerstalkers wanted, but at
least it was something.

A Step

Mr W. B. Taylor, a Gore
deerstalker, who went with Mr
Angus to discuss the question at
Parliament last week, said the
compromise was'a step in the
right direction.
It was difficult to say whether
there would be enough animals
left, but he “would hope so.”
Once the relocation was over,
some sort of animal survey
would have to be carried out.
If management was under-
taken, it would have to be done
properly. A special committee
would have to be set up.
Once he saw exactly what
was going to be dene in writing,
Mr Taylor said he would decide
what the next move would be.
Mr Angus deserved a word of
praise, Mr Taylor said. He had
putalotof effort into the issue.

Local authorities throughout
Scuthland and Otago had given
their backing some without

kers' Assgciation, Mr J. C.
‘Bamlord, said he was not happy
with the decision. It was a step
forward, but nota very big one.

He beliéved .the relocation’

should have been stopped rather
than aliowing “he commercial
exploitation of the park to con-
tinue.

Mr Bamford said he would
have to know a littie more about
the area to be given to the ta-
kahe, but he suspected it would
be one of the better areas.

It was difficult to say what
number of wapiti would'be Jeft.
However, numbers were so low

now, an mbined with per-
haps a paor area, he did not
think the €8mpromise would be

acceptable.

The consortium was not tak-
ing a lot of wapiti out at the mo-
ment, he said,

This could be for two reasons
— either they were not there, or
it did not pay to bring them out
as they were given to the Gov-
ernment.

Pleased

The chairman of the parks
board, Mr C. J. McFarlane, sai¢
he was pleased the matter had
been resolved, aithough the
Government directions to date
made it difficult to fully assess
the repercussions on the park.

The board would consider the
aspect of a management plan
when it was formally advised
about it.

Mr McFarlane said he was
pleased 1o note the consid-
eration that had been given to
the takahe.

A long-time fighter for the
wapiti herd in Fiordland, Mr
Jack McKenzie, said last night
there was,still a lot of detail
missing and he wouid be con-
cerned to see the small print.

‘It sounds good,” he said.
“We should be grateful that af-
ter 30 years of effort we are
seeing a ma% ~change in direc-
ton. " -

While Mr WMcKenzie sup-
ported Mr Elworthy's intention
to establish another wapiti herd
in New Zealand, he said the
stock should come from Can-
ada, and not deplete the Fiord-

area in the park would be given

being asked, Ie said.

land herd.

ein Government policy
€ capture consortium is

The agreement with the con- |
ortium shou!<! be renegotiated, |
he said. ) y

“There's going io be a place
for these chaps {0 do some cul-
‘g, but ‘I don't think they
“tould take any more of the
id  wapiti out there,” he
alded.

If the area to be set aside for
the takahe made great inroads
into the existing wapiti area
there would be a lot of serious |
problems, he said.

The takahe area would also
havato be closed to the public to

prevent poaching by “‘unscru-
pulous individuals. ' 2
Mr McKemie-squested that
land to the south of the present
takahe area, and also to the
west, may be suitable, and
therefore require only a little of
the wapiti area to be claimed.
Mr McKenzie praised the
work of Mr Taylor, Mr Angus,
and the MP for Otago, Mr War-
ren Cooper, in supporting the
wapiti campaiga.
. As well as citing the peaple of
Gore, local councils and Feder-
ated Farmers, he commended |
the efforts of two former MPs,
Mr Gordon Grieve and Mr Au-

brey Begg.
Nothing Changed

The leader of the wapiti cap-
ture consortium, Mr E. 1. Me-
redith said that although hie had
only heard brief reports of the
Government decision, it did not
appear (o him that anything had
changed.

It was always clear that there
would bes yipiti feft in the park,
he said,

"L think everybody appre-
ciated tefore that there was no
way all the wapiti could be
caught. 3 o

‘*The real issue al] along was
whether the deerstalkers would
get part of Fiordiand National
Park as a recreational hi sting
area. The wapiti just seemed (0
be a scapegoat in some wa®
he said: . -

The Findland wapiti - werd.
given to New Zealand early this
century by the United States |
Government, coming originally |,
from the Grand Teton National |
Park in Wyoming,

Wapiti is the North American

Indian name for elk.

A

, > LIVESTOCK WANTED
Wanted Weaner Stags . E
Reply To: [

Southland Farmers Co-op Assn Ltd
Phone 81-929 Invercargil
or 58-384 Invercargill
30956

LARGE QUANTITY OF K
Client. Prices as follows -

$4.45kg Nett on Hooks up to 27 Mths of age.
$3.50kg Nett on Hooks for older Stags.
Minimum weight 35kg.
Phone B. Monk, Invercargill 75-384
B. Gallagher Moss 53

35216
WANTED WEANER STAGS'
Reply to: r 1]
SOUTHLAND FARMERS CO-OP ASSN LTD
Phone 81929 Inverca rgill
or 58-34 Invercargiil
33840

St

| Helico.pter Hit
Lines BH@ '

(PA) - ROTORUA

A  helicopter, which crashed at
Manawahe, north-east of Lake Rotoma,
early yesterday merning, is thought to have |
hit overhead lines shortly before the
accident. .

A passenger in the helicop-
ter was killed. He came from
the Wairarapa, but his name
has not been released.

The pilot, Mr Russell Stra-
chan, aged 29, of Galatea. was
freated at Rotorua Hospital
-and discharged.

_ Wreckage from the crash,
which happened at fam, was
SIFewn over a wide area of
semi-cleared hill country, and
a back road. It was still
smouldering five hours after
the crash.

The Hughes-269C helicop-
ter, based at Murupara, hit
overhead lines, -according to
reports from the scene. and
the pilot and passenger were
thrown clear before impact.

After the crash, Mr Stra-
chan walked five Kilometres
down the road, Mclvor road,

and raised the alarm at a
farm.

Thefarmer, Mr P. 5. Leam-
ng, said: "‘The pilot was ex-
hausted. He couldn't re-,
member much of the
accident, but thought his
friend had been thrown out of |
the helicopter before im-
pact.”

Mr Leaming called the po-
lice and went to the crash site,

“'The helicopter was still
burning — it was a real
mess,"" he said.

Police from Whakatane and
Kawerau later found the body
of the dead man about 30 met-
res down a bushed gully below
the road. |

An inspector of air acei-
dents from Wellington, Mr G, *
Goddard, inspected the erash
scene late in the afternoon,




Deerstalkers Association, Mr
Warren Taylor, of Gore, yester-
[day met with both the Prime
{Minister and the Minister of
Lands, Mr Elworthy, in a last-
diteh attempt to get Caucus to
change its policy.
Mr Taylor was accompanied
by the MP for Wallace, Mr De-
rek Angus, who also supports
the case for the retaining of a
recreational hunting area, and
is not in favour of relocation of
the Fiordland wapiti herd.
Mr Taylor’s meeting with Mr
Elworthy was not as favourable
s he had hoped and seemed rel-
Elively meffectual in altering
the Minister's stance for re-
location.

ers after the meeting that the
Government will relocate
Fiordland wapiti despite the

after a case by recreational hunters w.
Minister, Mr Muldoon yesterday.

A representative of the

Mr Elworthy had told report-*

continuing protests from local
deerstalkers.
Much Thought

“We've given this a lot of
thought and think we’re doing
the right thing,” Mr Elworthy
said.

Mr Taylor had made ‘‘reason-
able requests to coincide with
the point of view held by a lot of
people in Southland,”” according
to Mr Elworthy.

However, Mr Taylor had been
told by the Minister that the
Government was committed to
a course of action it intended to
follow.

Mr Taylor said last night that
it seemed things had reached
the stage that, if Mr Elworthy
was not prepared (o bend, “*all
out war" would have to be de-
clared.

Mr Taylor received an ex-

Wapiti Issue Before
Cabinet on Monday

The Wapiti relocation issue is’to be aired by Cabinet next Menday
as favourably received by the Prime

from Mr Muldoon and now feels
more hopeful that his case may
succeed.

Own Volitiop
- The Prime Minister told Mr

Cabinet on Monday.

This was not suggested to Mr
Muldoon, but was of his own val-

Prime Minister fully appre-
ciated the problem now facing
recreational hunters in South-

After the matter js discussed
in Cabinet, Mr Angus will take
the matter back to Caucus with
the view to changing the deci-
sien to relocate the herd in the
Nelson area.

Coliins.

So said Auckland barrister
for Opotiki helicopter pilot, We

Collins originally elected

DEER recovery operations attract men of the
care” type who tend to live on their nerves and take chances.

Pilot chopped

“devil-may-'

, Kevin Ryan, when he appeared in Rotorua Court
llwyn Harris Collins, who is generally known as Joe

jury trial on two charges of dangerous flying and

tremely favourable reception|

Taylor and Mr Angus that he|
would take the matter before|

ition, which impressed Mr Tay-|
lor greatly. He said that the|

land. 4

two of flying with false registration numbers, but changed his plea to guilty on all
counts. ; :

On the dangerous flying charges, Judge Fenton Latham fined him a total of
$800. disqualified him from flying for a year, and directed him fo pay $400
towards the cost of his prosecution. He also fined Collins $200 on each of the false
registration number counts. :

Mr Ryan said Collins faced a sterile future. He'd already been banned from
flying for three years — after a Rotorua jury found him guilty of dangerous flying
in March (Truth, March 16).

The registration number charges related to incidents at Taupo in November,

!
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Can you blame Mr Bamiford, the
helicopter pilots, ground sheoters, or

Cdntrov:ﬂsy on Takahe
q 2 !

Colon

Sir, — 1 was amazed to read the

comments of Mr R. B. Lavers (co-
author of the 1981 Management Plan
for the Conservation of Takahe) in
Thursday’s edition of The Southland'
Times: '
. Firstly, let me explain to Mr La-
vers that recreational hunters have,
for years, advised the local Park
Board and the Forest and Bird
Society about bird sightings in the
park, and have told these people that
stoats, not deer or opossums, have
been the downfall of the takahe, How
many birds — takahe or others —
have to be eaten before a full scale
war on stoats takes place?

Wapiti shooters have in the past
asked for stoat traps to be supplied
when they enter their hunting blocks,
as a vast area could be covered for
only the cost of the traps, but this ap-
pears to be too simple! It is more
convenient to biame the wapiti.

Deer numbers have been low over
the past few years but the takahe
population has remained static, or
even declined, so what now? How
many takahe would we have today if
the Wildlife Service had listened to
the park users 20 years ago?

Secondly, because of the closure of
the Murchisen Mountains and other
specially designated areas, nobody
(other than a few scientists and the

odd culler) has access to over 150

square miles of Fiordland National
Park. i

other recreational users fornot mak-
ing known areas that contain takahe?
To do so would probably lead to the
closure of more areas of the park,
which on past performances would
not guaraiitee the survival of these
rare birds (even if ‘‘Hindsight”
thinks it would). Access to our large
national park is slowly being with-
held from recreational users, the
Very people it was originally desig-
nated for.

Finally, I think it would be more
beneficial for the future of the ta-
kahe, if Mr Lavers was 1o stop criti-
cizing the recreational users and lis-
ten instead to the suggestions made,
in good faith, by them. In doing so he
should not forget evolution has the fi-
nal say on all matters including man

himself. G. P. Milne

Gore

Sir,— I was concerned to read Mr R.
B. Lavers’ letter in Your column re-
garding the possible sighting of an-
other takahe colony.

As a recreational hunter, I was
present at the meeting between the
National Parks and Reserves Au.
thority and deerstalkers in Gore on
September 17 when Mr J. Bamford
the national vice-president of the
New Zealand Deerstalkers Associ-
ation reported and I quote:

““Evidence of another colony of ta-
kahe, separate from those docu-
mented by the Wildlife Service has
been found in the Fiordland National
Park. The discoverers of the birds

- —

were unwilling to say where they had

been found. The people concerned
would not make public their find be-
cause of their opposition to what they
saw.d@s a wildlife policy of closing to
the public, areas where takahe were
found to te thriving.”

Mr Bamfiord considered the report
of the find to be from a religble
source and that the reported Sighting
was outside the special takahe area
and outside the wapiti area in the
park.

I do not condone the actions of the
people believed to have found the col-
ony in not disclosing their find, but it
must be noted that the majority of
the previous sightings of the takahe
have been made by hunters, as they
seem o represent the majority of
park users and as a result these
sightings have been detrimental to
the users of the park. With this in
mind it is understandable why the
discoverers of the colony (whoever
they are) are unwilling to disclose
their findings.

Mr Lavers is mistaken if he believ-

es Mr Bamford's statement puts the '

credibility of the Deerstalkers Asso-
ciation at stake or affects their abili-
ty 1o manage a herd of wapiti in
Fiordland National Park at a leyel
thatwon’t detract from park values.
If we look at the Wildlife Service's
performance over the past years.in
the special takahe area, it is inter-
esting to see that the takahe numbers
have declined along with the decline

of the deer numbers. When will the

Wildlife Service realize that the
stoat is the reason for the decline of
takahe in Fiordland. I believe that ta-
kahe and deer will live harmoniously
in the same habitat provided the deer
numbers are maintained at their pre-
sent low levels.

Had the Wildlife Service spent .

their efforts trying to locate more ta-
kalie in the Kepler Mountains, where
some of the more recent documented
sightings over the years have been
made, and also the mountain ranges
to the south: they may have found
more - takahe colonies themselves,

That move was not surpris-
ing, as the Southland and Wal-
lace County Councils had pre-
viously decided to oppose
relocation of the herd outside
the park. .

Thie council listened to the ar-
guments for and against the re-
maoval of the deer from the park
— already well under way yes-

Board, Mr C. J. McFarlane, ex-
plained why the wapiti could not
be protected in the park.

Two iecreational hunters,

Taylor. said why they thought!
the deer should be retained in}
the park.

The council tock only 10 min-
utes (o deiermine its policy

- Support For
ohf. Wapiti

The Southland United Council yesterday
gave roaring support for the retention of wapiti
deer in the Fiordland National Park.

1o the Minister of Lands. Mr El-
worthy.

supports the retention of the wa-
piti in the park for recreational
and scientific purposes and
keeping the animal popula_tton
to a level that did not infringe
park values. : -

Messrs J. H, McKenzie and W. |

when the meeting reconvenedin |

He will be advised the council

The council decided that after

isfied the greater public inter-
::st is begsrt-served by the

retention of the wapiti herd."

e

1980, and the dangerous flying ones to the same month, but at Ohope.
3/3 ;a_,

B P S

Sir, — It must certainly be an fin-

dicaiion of justice starting 1o work
again when democratically elected rep-
resentatives of local councils pledge
full support for the retention of wapitiin
Fiordland. A big thark ybu is extended
to'the Southland United Council.
. “The likes of Mr C..J. McFarlane and
Mr L. Henderson, of the Southland
Parks and Reserves Board, have gone
te extremes (o prove their point. In the
last 15 months I have spent 31 days
camping on the ridges and valleys of
George and Bligh sounds. L have a large
collection of slides taken on these ridges
and valieys and wherever there was
deer sign. These slides were taken at
random and clearly illustrate that these
people have painted the worst possible
picture,

terday rhorning. ‘recognizing the wapiiLis long- I like and appreciate the birds and
The chairman of the South- | established in the Na- trees as much as 1 enjoy the wapiti and
‘and Parks and Reserves|tional Park area and being sat- believe 2 healthy environment support-

ing @ herd of wapiti is a most desirable
optimum.

All armchair conservationisis shoutd
spend a week or two in the heart of the
wapiti area before mouthing off. In ad-
dition, T would like to know where the
act of extermingtion fits into the um-
brella of conservation.

' justice, common sense and demoe-
racy win the day for the wapiti, 1 aleo

the afternoon. hope a close look is taken at the way the
\ It passed a two-pronged rese- Southiand Parks and Reserves Board is
‘ution, proposed by Cr H. L. sel up,

“with, which wiH be conveyed

P. Glaister

Wapiti Issuer7pfe, |

. Game Meats Ltd and former

‘gutting each other.

|

(PA)

Deer Mafkéfi;ﬁd_u-
‘.Shambles’ iso\

AUCKLAND

20

A deer farmer yesterday cailed for a

statutery board to be set u
export of venison.

Mr Hans Fitzi, a director of

vice-president of the New
Zealand Deer Farmers’ Asso-
ciation, said the international
market was in a shambles be-
cause of exporters under-

same

I would like a statutory
board with some teeth to give
exporters guidelines. The
board should have the power
te cancel export licences if I
they do not comply with the
guidelines. It would be far
more effective than creating
a8 monopoly selling author-
ey
* Mr Fitzi said the authority
could act as a single seller to
start off with until exporters’ |same

owW.

p to regulate the

market.

importers.”

guidelines had been drawn up, |
it would stop too many people
selling the same meat on the

“The Deer Farmers’ Asso- |
ciation has set up a Game In-
dustry Advisory Board and
also we have got an exporters’
council and there is some
communication between the
two bodies, but it is still at a
very early stage and how they
are going to work it I don’t

‘‘Unless exporters can have
some system or guidelines, 1
think they will do a lot of dam-
age in the market place. At
present it is a real shambles.
Too many people are trying to |
sell the same product to the

but it would seem they have been
more interested in trying to find jus-
tification to relocate takahe in the
heartof the wapitiareainan attempt
todestroy the interests of the hunting
fraternity and future generations of
New Zealand citizens.,

AS a recreational hunter I will be

happy to sit down with all parties

concerned to formulate 'a manage-

| ment plan for the retention of wapiti

as a recreational resource (as has
been directed by Government), and
also for the preservation of the ta-
! kahe within Fiordland National

Park,
S. L. G, Rees
Gore

—— SR

R R .. e




‘Wild Animal
<l ﬂReports

QUEENSTOWN

In a report to the Wild Animals Advisory

Committee, -

this week, Mr. J.

Von

Tunzleman, Forest Servlce officer-in-charge
at Te Anau, said ground operations had
continied in the Murchison Mountains
takahe areas resulting in 52 wild animals
being killed during the year, including one

male chamois,

Since mid-winter, hunters
and staff spent 33 days posi-
tioning and checking 175 stoat
traps. Aerial operations for
the same time accounted for
53 live and 27 dead deer.

In respect of chamois con-

* .trol, Mr Von Tunzleman said

six chamois were located and
destroyed on the coastal face
of Mt Pembroke and in the
headwaters of the John
0O’Groats river.

In his report about the lakes
district, Mr R. Martin, Forest
Service officer-in-charge at
Queenstown, said 80 goats
were destroyed in Cardrona
and another six on Mt Burke.

They were escaped domes-
tic goats (from a wild strain)
brought. in during the goat
farming boom.

In respect of thar, 20 had
been shot during an aerial
search-and-destroy oper-
ation. There had not been any
commercial activity this win-
ter, Mr Martin said.

A light deer population in-
crease had been noted in the
Hunter and Matukituki val-
leys.

.-Commercial operators had

. been advised and had taken
' some animals, and recrea-

tional "hunters had been en-
couraged but kill results had

kept to a minimum and night
shoots had been maintained.

Ferret farming had be-
come established and held
promise as against opossum
farming, Mr Maunder said.

With an outbreak of Tbin a
herd of cattle grazing in the
Waitahuna block of Berwick
forest in.early June, 217 opos-
sums had been caught for
post-mortem by Invermay
staff to try to establish wheth-
er or not the opossums were,
responsible for the outbreak.

None of the opossums test-
ed showed signs of the disease
and Mr Maunder said they
could only assume. that the
disease was brought in by
cattle.

not been good for the number |

- of permits issued.

Chamois, llke deer, would
increase over the next few

' years, Mr Martin' said, be-
cause they are not being com- .

mercially hunted and are only

, shot when encountered and

where no search time is re-
quired

Measurements were con-
tinuing on bird populations in
the region and the immediate
pest poisoning monitoring
showed an increase in popu-
Iation. The demand for hunt-
ing remained constant, Mr
Martin said. .

Recreational hunters were -

maintaining” good control in
the Caples/Greenstone recre-
ational hunting area but red

deer had become more notice-.

able in the Lower Dart Beans-
burn and Rockburn regions.

White tail deer were hold-

ing their population level.

With the ‘‘no shooting” em-
bargo on State forest south of
Chinaman’s Bluff, some of
those animals were more
readily seen.

In his report about the Ta-
panui district, Mr H. Maunder
said animal damage had been

QUEENSTOWN

The continuing deer
problem on Stewart Is-
land drew some strong
comments from Mr K.
W. Prior, Conservator
of Forests, Invercar-
gill, and chairman of
the Wild Animal Advi-
sory Committee, at the
committee’s meeting at
Mosgiel this week.

During discussion about the
reductions in deer numbers
there, following the Forest
Service 1080 poisoning cam-
paign almost two years ago,
Mr Prior said he was totaily

dissatisfied with the situa-
tion.

If deer were as bad as re-
search indicated, then the
conservancy should recom-
mend to the Minister of For-

ests, Mr Elworthy, that more

Deer Population Drops

s

In S Fiordland

QUEENSTOWN

In a survey operations report to the Wild Animals Advisory Committee meeting at Mosgiel
this week, Mr M. J. Slater, a forester at Invercargill, said deer had been drastically reduced in
the Grebe Valley, southern Fiordland, since the 1978 survey.

In 1876, the only opossum
sign recorded was in the
lower Jacquiery and Island
Lake area, but by last year,
they had colonized right down
the Borland road and were

. present in the Percy Valley.

Colonization-had been has-
tened by the Manapouri hydro
scheme road which provided
ready access,

In a summing up of the
Fiordland deer reduction -
numbers, Mr J. P. Harty, Dis-
trict Commissioner of Crown
Lands, Invercargill, and
former chairman of the
Fiordland National Park
Board said that six years ago,
about 18,000 deer were being
taken from the park, but this
year the number was about

The Fiordland National 4500

Park Board had subsequently
carried out control measures
accounting for 152 opossums.

In the Lake Hauroko-Eastern

Mountains region, deer had
been reduced by 66 per cent to
an gverall low density.
Pigs are there in low num-
* bers at the southern end of
Lake Hauroko on the true
right on the terraces and into
the lower Rata Burn, Mr Sla-
ter said.

—

action should be taken.

““There has been too much
shuffling about and I am not
going to shuffle about the deer
situation on Stewart Island o
he said.

In northern Stewart Island
there had been a substantial
reduction in deer densities to
the point where they were not
having any dramatic effect on
the vegetation.

The early 1080 poisoning
carried out along the northern
coastline accounted for the

In the Blue Mountains rec-
reational hunting area, be-
tween 1980 and last year, a 70
per cent reduction was in-
dicated, but that will be con-
firmed after a survey next
Summer.

If those results were cor-
rect, then Mr K. A. Mawhin-
ney, Forest Service senior
ranger at Invercargill, said
there was a strong likelihood
that hunter satisfaction would
decline.

Animal management
needed to be looked at sooner
than anticipated and baseline
data collection work had
started, he said.

The management of recre-
ational hunting areas had re-

Prior said, but everybody
seemed to be happy with the
Blue Mountains management
and, in Southiand, there had
been better acceptance.

In respect of the Wakatipu
recreational, hunting area in
the Caples-Greenstone Val-
leys, 22 submissions had been
received for the draft wild an-
imal control plan, with only
one from the Otago Catch-
ment Board being opposed to
the concept.

Following analysis of the
submissions, the final control
plan has been prepared and is
awaiting printing.

Mr Wallace Ramsay, chief
soil conservator for the Otago
Catchment Board, explained
the board’s concern about
weaknesses. in legislation
which enabled the area to be
gazetted before the board was
consulted. :

Mr Ramsay said a draft
land improvement manage-
ment plan prepared in agree-
ment with the neighbouring
runholder involved retiring
the high country of domestic

ceived some “'flak"’ from the stock.

New Zealand Deerstalkers-

Association through its presi-
dent, the chairman of the ad-
visory cor_nmlttee, Mr K. W.

Deer Problem

parts of the island.

A spokesman for th d r-
stalkers submitted that the
recreational hunters' contri-
bution had been under-
estimated. But Mr R. Tindal,
Forest Service officer-in-
charge on the island, said rec-
reational hunting parties
were only accounting for
about 60 animals a year in the
two trial areas.

The vegetation on the south
coast was much worse now

lowering of the numbers, and ﬁﬁgﬁ‘;&? g%ﬁ;ﬁs %e:t
subsequently, deer POPU- yawen oueof there.
lations had been held downby  Ground shooters had been

animal recovery and recrea--

tional hunting.

Post poisoning research
had continued on the south-
east coast where 300 deer had
been accounted for during the
1080 operations two years ago.

This was a problem area
where deer were coming back
to that region frurn other

‘unsuccessful In the region for

the past six years, Mr Tindal:

said.

Mr J. C. Aspinall, of Wa--

naka, said even if poison was

used on half of the island,

there would still be ample
deer for recreational hunters,
but only surveys would in-
_ dicate how successful they
had been.

Mr Prior said he would not ;
think of blanket poisoning on

' the island.

Summing up the implica- .

, tions of surveys, Mr K. A.
* Mawhinney, Forest Service
senior ranger in Invercargill,
said research showed deer
were returning to the south-

= -—

The catchment board relied
on the Forest Service to con-
trol the wild animals on those
retired lands.

o Bob McLean

OUR CONNECTIONS IN
WEST GERMANY AND
SOUTH KOREA REQUIRE

DEER VELVET
Cull Stags and Hinds
for processing
For a top competitive price
contact
L. R. McLEAN & CO
LTD
Opossum Skin Exporters
Wool Exporters
Wool Scourers
Phone 58-381

| AFTER HOURS

Phone 56-157

62457

In Island

€ t coastal dgrea between
Ocean Beach and Tikotatahi
Bay, near Port Adventure, inv
such numbers as to minlmlze
the expected results of re-
vegetation.

The Forest Research In-
stitute at Ilam, Christchurch,
had suggested there should be
another attempt at reducing
the animal density, he sald.

The matter had been fur-
ther complicated through re-
cent moves by Rakiura Maori
Land Inc for proposals to vest
other land in the research
area in the incorporation.

Forest Service personnel

Maori landowners about im-
plementing further resea[ch
into animal control.

Members of the Wild Anl
mal Advisory Committee
have twice inspected the die-
back problem on the Rata-Ka-
mabhi coastal forest on- the'ts-
land. Two years they
gained permission from the
then Minister of Lands, Mr
Young, to use 1080 nfora
trial test in the research area
of about 15km by half a kilo-
metre between Ocean Beach
and Tikotatahi Bay to reduce
the white-tailed deer and
opossums in the hope of sav-
ing the forest.

were hoping to negotiate with

TAIMEX

season.

Phone:

Ron Ussher
Johp Smith
Rod Knox
Cyril Heywood

TRADING

Taimex Trading Limited P.O. Box 1341 Dunedin Telephone 770-041°

DEER FARMERS
VELVET

Taimex Trading Ltd continue to buy all grades of
Velvet and will pay top market prlces throughout the

For expert adwce with no obligation or for sales.

Cromwell (0294) 50-263/50-502
Christchurch (03) 67-078/88-0521

Palmerston 324
Wakefield (054) 28- 63484




Thar Contro

draft wild animal
Canterbury which

a
control plan rmuth
will include a seetion on

-

mbers of the Wild Animal

= = —————

thar control.

Southland and Westiand
conservancy staff are in-
volved in this to ensure that
thar do not spread south to the
Mt ‘Aspiring national park.

“This was included in a re-
Port to the Southland con-
servancy by Forest Service
senior ranger, Mr K. A. Ma-
whinney of Invercargill, at
Mosgiel this week,

He also reported on prog-
ress made on the waterproof
1080 poison gel which had
withstood considerable rain

- and remained toxic.

Its palatability to animals
continued to be a problem in
spite of research d the
past year and field trials in
different partsof the country.

Animals act onsight as well
as pdour and taste, and little
progress has been made with
the screening of the odour
which occurred with the wa-
terproof gel, he said. °

Mr J. P. Harty, Invercar-
gill Commissioner of Crown

them periodically without

having to make special trips.
The suggestion that a radio

Controlled pen be tried in Ta-

kahe Valley had not been |

taken up. d

The low deer population in
the valley and the expense of
setting up the trial were con-
sidered to outweigh the likely
benefits, but Mr Harty
thought it would be well worth
while.

Packets of pigs in the lakes
district are concerning the
committee because of the ilje-
gal liberation of the pigs.

Mr R. Martin, Forest Sery.
ice officer at Queenstown,
made an extensive survey
throughout the Clutha and
Lindis valleys to assess the
numbers. |, ;

A meeting called to discuss
action included representa-
tives from Federated Farm-
€rs, Agriculture and Fish-
eries Department, Lands and
Survey and Forest Service.

t, Lands, moved that the com- Farmers hav% agree;i toﬁen— |'
visery Committee outside G. Hall (Conservg of mittee support the Forest Re- courage recreational hunting
oric Drakes cottage in Wildiife, Q(ueemownﬁ P. search Institute for its work and the situation will be
Berwick forest near Mos- Harty (Commissioner of indeveloping 1080 and alsothe watched and further action |

. They are, from left, at
k: Messrs P. Hollard
nistry of Agriculture and

terles, Danedin), J. €.
inall, (Wanaka Feder-

Crown Lands, Invercargiil),
T. Arthur (New Zealand

t
Dunedin. Seated in front

from left: Messrs K. W. Pri. |

Chemistry Division of Otago
University for its contribution
towards the use of attrac-
tants.

Two representatives of the

taken if necessary,

—

| Farmers Otago High or (Conservatory of Forests, Deerstalkers' Association at a
atry representative), F. the meeting voted against the =7y
o (Nokomal, Southiand I0vercargill and chairman of oo 2 aga [ !

erated Fa;mera High
rep), A. Waghomn
:hgelhﬂ Deerstalkers

the committee), W. Ram-
shaw (Otago Catchment

Mr Mawhinney said that, in
respect of capture pens in the

) Wrightson

Board, Dunedin), C. Acker - NN
ciation, Invercargill), (New Zealand Forest Serv. ‘ ‘ AL vy ) :f‘a"gi,’:;’g;?;,g Eg,mfgeﬁsfge : '/‘“ MA ;
avior (Lands and Survey ice, 1 Bl WRIGHTSON DEERHORN | with a current pén operator 4 .(?ERS |

I o had resulted in agreement for
' Wish to advise all farmers we require new seasons deer | the Forest Service to operate Contact: Ray Smith
2 b | it buyer will be available at the!| "'c™ O a trial basis for a e 2] gl
0 » -
a aln en factory corner of Annan and Tweed Streets, Invercargill from ' = . 'y
1pm to 4pm Fridays or by prior arrangement. | Ithad not proved viable for |
® For further information contact the following or your r ::he?: ;:;\éaotfe‘gw?:r ::O: c?nt:_!:)ue l
t, e remote region,
l d Publl c lm;{:fg:ﬁm 75-289 Invercargill but Forest Service and Wild-
an I Allan Bradiey 7746 Te Anau | life Service staff could check
Peter Nimmo 774-088 Dunedin
5 12 %9" | Nugent Dowling 7654 Alexandra
Secretary Island, of the Fiordiand f Murray A 36-043 Oamaru

mal Park, may -
¢ again,

iland in Doubtful
s first declared a
area’” in 1963 and
L that time on, closed
xeral public.
0 classified in order
the island’s special
lora and fauna be-

hat time it was be-
*er had never in-

e of a single deer
in 1965 but it could
ted to be destroyed.
'orest Service offi-
nated there were
deer on one small
* island.
iter and ground
as stepped up dur-
)s. Also, 1080 poison

soon be open io the

ice estimates that 1.4 deer
have been shot for every heli-
copter hour on the island.
Yesterday's board meeting
was toid that total eradication |
was no longer possible and
asked that the board change
its formal attitude to the is- |
land.

No Lessening

The Forest Service guaran- ||
teed that no lessening of effort |
to keep deer numbers to a .

minimum would be allowed,

The board decided to rec- ||
ommend that Forest officers ||
look at other islands in the |

park as alternative pristine
flora and fauna areas and to i
investigate what wounld be in-

/8, the Forest Serv-

volved in cancelling the spe-.|
cial area designation, |

|

| Large quantity of killing stags required. Present prices as ,

|

am

follows:

$3.50kg nett on hooks up to 27 months of age.

$3.00kg nett on hooks for older stags. = -

Minimum weight 35kg.

PHONE 7y
B. Monk Invercargill 75-384
B. Gallagher g MosshlrnsfiSma

e 1 T

(PA)

Fell @f: of { -
-~ Helicop

ter |

CHRISTCHURCH

A 17-year-old South Westland youth may

have opened his safe
helicopter while ¢

to his death on Saturda

ty belt to look out of a
deer before falling .
Yy morning, Constable |

Rodger Millard, of Haast, said last night.

Gerrard Scott had gone for
a ride with his cousin, pilot
James Scott, of K
and the shooter on a deers.

talking expedition, David
Het on.

At about 8.30am, the heli-
copter was flying over the
Paringa and Otoko rivers,
seeking deer, when one was
spotted.

The machine was making
sharp turns, chasing the
deer, when Mr James Scott
and Mr Hetherington sud-
denly found a door unlashed
and Gerrard Scott missing.

The helicopter immed-
iatély landed and Mr Heth-

erington began a ground |
search while Mr James Scott
flew to Paringa to telephone !
Constable Millard. ;

Constable Millard said last
night that 14 searchers had
gone into the area with tor-
ches and searched until one
o’clack yesterday m i
when they found Gerrad .
Scott’s body.

It was possible young Seott
had his belt to get a
better view of the deer chase
he said, but this was not cer-
tain

Tixe bedy was taken to:
Grey Hospital for a post-
mortem examination.




" Wapiti Po
Reve

In a complete reversal of licy, the
d National Parks andpoltgervea

has accepted a
arks A

National P

retained in the Fiordland National Park.

According to minutes of a

meeﬁng between the South- b i had “little option”" but |

!andboardandtheauthoﬂly

to accept the proposal
$o The Sl s e cause the Nationl Parks Au- |
m’a[- ity was -
i pencld &0 :rom::Yg body. Deerstalkers’

recommend to the Minister of

representatives
Lands, Mr Elworthy, that the cussed the same proposal
with the authority, and he said

policy of providing a recrea-
tional hunting area in the park

licy

"l

Bufea

ed

al from the
that wapiti be

Mr McKenzie said the
yesterday. .

Atits monthly meeting yes- | national secretary, Mr Shelby

{ terday, the board decided to| Grant,

{ simply acknowledge its most| The association is opposed
| recent letter from the associ- | to the board’s decision, now
ation, dated November 17, about a year old, to relocate

| That letter is the latest of a | the wapiti herd. That decision

, be-|

had  dis-

for wapiti should coiitinue for| Tey B2d fagreed not toblaw | | L2 HIer s e latest the | is in line with the Govern.
s the gaff'’ until the Minister, |

a further five years,

The public has always un- had considered it. .

board and the association’s ment's policy that national

The slanging match between the New Zealand Deerstalkers’
National Parks and Reserves Board over relocation of the Fiordl

derstood, and it is the board's Ample Time ;
e mmbeete Uikinimse Revised Control

in Fiordland. The board chair-|
man, Mr C. J. McFarlane, has

support for relocation of the!
animals,

of conditions. They were that:
® The area

| and I'm glad it’s being made
acknowledged ‘the board’s public,” he said.

! loss to the,cmmtryFﬂ we lost
According e minutes, the wapiti from Fiordland.
the pmposalfmretg:mrﬂg:g?d While it wouldn’t be tm;lg
for consideration by the Min- = say there are no hybrids, t
ister was subject to a number are a distinctive animal.

redefined ta ever, that if it came to the

~ “I think it would be a great

Plan Tabled

A revised wild animal control plan was
tabled with the Southland National Parks
and Reserves Board yesterday.

The plan, formulated by | *‘and that's slmost impos-

Mr McKenzie said, how-

parks should not sheiter in-
troduced flora or fauna,

Turned Blind Eye

Mr Grant's letter re-
iterated association claims
that the board, in bringing
dawn its decision to relocate
the herd, had turned a blind

eye (o public opposition and
“‘therefore hasnot discharged
its proper function to advise
the Government for policy-
making purposes,"

Once a satisfactory breed-
ing herd is brought out of the
park, the board intends to be-
gin an extermination pro-
gramme on the remaining wa-
piti.

‘‘There are many areas in
which we would agree and

take into accouhtexistingand = crunch between the wapiti . Zealand Forest Service | sible to police.’” he sald. “We
potential aregs of takahe m::ﬂ dt!;]e tatkaél:, thﬂem ::h;? and Fiordland park staff, will put d:atp?n the plan because
habitat and food sources, | W :ave 0 nt:aﬁve ' be presented to the board| we believe approved and
® The shooting season apply | cause they are a SP€  again early next year for final | trusted opossumers would be
for the whole 12 months, and = cies. approval. the best form of policing the

be open to all recreational |
ters }

® A scientific cotlm‘litteehe[ beginning of this year. A new

established to determine con-
clusively, and with public ac-
ceptance, that thereisnosuch |
thing as a wapiti which jus-
tifies a different policy.
@ The animals already re-
moved from the park should
be sold to provide income for |
the monitoring of the wapiti |
area; I

Members of the authority |
claimed that the thinking be- |
hind the proposal was to sug- |
gest to the Minister that the |
policy on relocation should |
stop, because of the effect on |'
the rest of New Zealand. |

According to the minutesof |
the meeting, this was sup-.
ported by Mr McFarlane, who
said most of the controversy
in _Sauthjanld had gmapbg
cause people saw w!
going out of the province.

"‘Mr McFarlane said he re-
alized that the board’s opposi-
tion was bad national parks
public relations, but he helda
firm view that the board could
not be seen to compromise,"’
the miinutes said.

When contacted last night
for further comment on the
propesal, Mr McFarlane did
not wish to discuss it. He said |
he understood the matter had
been taken in committee.

However, a well-known !
pro-wapiti member of the

board, Mr Jack
cKenzie, was prepared to
comment. He acknowledged
that the board's acceptance of /
the proposal was a ‘‘reversal
of policy.”

_ Authority
“I think the authority was
sentdown here to resolve this,
and thet was what they came

“Igathered that within that
five year period the problem
of whether or not we have wa- |
piti has to be solved, and also
the matter of the takahe. I be-
lieve both these matters could
be solved now, and the takahe
could be well taken care of. [ |
believe there are possibie ta- .
kahie habitats that haven't yet
been investigated.” =

It will eventually become

others where we would dis-
agree," the chairman, Mr J,
McFarlane, said. “But there
Was one aspect of the letter
that gave me some hope that
it was over.”

Wapiti Slanging Match
- Calms a Little

Association and the Southland
and wapiti herd calmed a little

However, Mr Grant's letter
said the asgociation was very
concerned with retention of
the herd, not protection.

The NZDA representation
on the board is through its af-
filiation to the Federated
Mountain Clubs of New Zea-
land. That body, with a mem-
bership of more than 50,000,
has a policy that the wapiti

d be managed at a level
which would not affect the en-
vironment.

Opposed

It is opposed to- either the
removal of the wapiti area or
the relocation of the herd to
any other area outside the
park.

son, said the FMC is con-

cerned that the *‘wapiti prob-
lem™ could be introduced to
another area. “That's why
they are opposed to re-
location," he said.

Board member, Mr D, Wil- | -

Mr L. Henderson said this

| wanted the animals out of the

. meant that at the end of the

Prime Minister, Mr Muldoon,

The removal of the wapitl
F

! . lace and would discourage

iordland began af the an appendix to Ime fm%-s goach ers from going there.”

. e : management plan for the| The board decided to ap-
ﬂmigdmmmsﬁa’imbeﬁ ri. prove that part of the plan on
decide isﬂmgig aluted Control of opossums in the | the grounds that approval of
et omm vestignted. |y, Chison Moo takahe | the Wildlife Service was also

Environmentalists  have  area was one area of the plan| gained for any introduction of
, which was discussed by yes- poison or traps,

because of the threal | terday’s meeting.

y claim is posed to vegeta-
%anﬂ the takahe. Deerstal-
kers, on the other hand, have

The plan Suggested that
commercial hunters be al-
lowed into the closed takahe

been fighting toretain thewa- | 5ren up 10 500 metres from the
piti, saying the hunting pro- |jaxe edge. 7

vided is a unique sporting ex- At one time, commercial

perience. { [hunters were allowed into the

. jBrea. They no longer are be-

A change of Government cause the Forest Service does

2 St {
Policy in July, this year, not believe opossum in-

festation is sufficient to war-
rant it and the Wildlife Serv-
ice, which is responsible for
| the rare birds, wants neither
Ppoison ner traps in the area.

“Wasted Resource”

two year removal contract,
the ““leftover wapiti” will re-
main in the park. This was de-
scribed at the time by the

The park's chief ranger, Mr
e Paul Green, told yesterday's

thought would work However, the park’s chief | Meeting of the Southland Na-
& = ————— | ranger, Mr Paul Green, told | tional Parks and Reserves
the board that some hunters | Board that those figures were
in the area icoked on the Mur- | 2ccurate to the end of Novern.
chisons as a ‘'wasted re. | ber.
source.” He believed there| The matter arose from a
was poaching going on in the | discussion with the Southland
area. conservator of forests for the
P —— " O New Zealand Forest Service,
Mr K. Prior, He questioned
the board on its insistence of
Fo D ' / - Iriemalqlug gltltt: the system of
censing helicopter oper-
lrs.t eer ! -ations for deer recovery in the
Killed | P
. | Almost all other parks al-
(PA) ASHBURTON | lowed ‘“‘open slather” oper-

ations to clear the introduced
deer from their areas, Mr Pri-

The first deer were killed |
yesterday at the Seafield'

venison and lamb processing |
factory near Ashburton.

The factory Is the first in
the South Island which spe-
cializes in the processing of
farm deer, Sixteen 5tags were
redady for slaughter as a trial
run. -
Boning-out of the venispn
carcasses will be done today
and killing will resume next
week.

Itis planned to start slaugh-
tering about 20 deer and grad-
ually increase to 80. The max-
imum capacity of the eight-
man chain will be 100,

.board's motives for contin-

or guestioned the Southland

uing with its block allocation
system.

Ensured Coverage
The board’s chairman, Mr
J.'McFarlane, said the board
stuck with the system be-

 hunted,

cause it ensured all areas
needing attention were
worked by the-catchers.

The board assigns its 10
blocks to operators who
change blocks each month,

thereby ensuring all areas are
Later in the meeting, board

member, Mr J. McKenzie,

Mr McFarlane was re-
ferring to a statement by Mr
Grant that the NZDA did not
Want protection of wapiti.
“It's the most constructive
point in all of the correspond-
ence, and I think it should be
2~tnowledged."”

asked what the position was
with the removal of wapiti by
the vaemment-conu'acted
consortium,
88 Wapiti

Mr Green said that 66 wa-
piti deer had been captured
and taken to the Govern-
ment's farm herd on the West
Coast. Eventually there are to
?e 200 prime wapiti on that
arm.

Of the 66 animals, 48 were
€ows and 18 bulls. The first
year of the consortlum’s two-
year contract will be ¢om-

also applied to other environ-
mental groups, “It's not that
they are opposed to control,
they just don't want the prob-
lem shifted anywhere else,"
he said,

for the NZDA stand.”

More Than 4500
Deer Captured

Between 4500 and 5000

deer have been captured by heii
operators in the Fiordiand

National Park in the past 12 months,

pleted on December 31.

“I can't say precisely how
many they have because the
farm stock is being contin-
ually reappraised,” Mr Green
told the meeting.

He said that the 10 ordinary
blocks were reallocated by
ballot recently. Only one op-
erator withdrew. The individ-
ual company resuits were not
open to the public, he said.

““That's not really support|"

T

Mr McFarlane said he was:
able to say the numbers were !
decreasing and “‘this is most
gratifying indeed.”

e
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There's money o Se made in daer.
There’s plenty of niistakes to be made ico.
That's why, at Wriglitson NMa, we're combining
everything we know alreacy about deer farming with a
new programime of vital research.
And offering what we're discovering to faermers like
you. ;
It’s ail part of our continuing Consultancy Service. An
active policy of giving farmers the kind of advice they
can put into profitable practice.
You can see this expertise in actics in our nationwide
velvet buying service, our deer auctiens, our
syndication and herd improvement services, our farm
feasibility studies.

| Better still, youcan learn and earn from it by calling on
us.

Contact cur deer speciziisis

Ray Smith Ph 78-243 invercargil
Alan Bradlay?745 Ts Anau.

EXCELLENCE THROUGH EXPERIENCE
Wrightson NMA wmu i all Livestock
ces

Wrightson NMA speciaiists in all livestock secvices. -
Comprehensive district representation: to service
the farmer for all his requirements.

Contact our Rep in your area.

Deer Farmers’ Association.
The association has been for-
tunate ir obtaining displays
from approximately 2¢ organ-
izations associated with the
deer industry. ’

The directors believe it is
essential that every visitor to |
the show pays a visit to the '
Centennial Hall to observe the
exhibits on display.

Velvet

An added attraction as part

of the Deer Farmers’ Associ- -

aticn pavilion activities, is the
inaugural veivet competition.
Entries have been received
and each eatry has inciuded a
photograph of the velvet still
on the animal with the eartag

/ number cearly visible and |
this has accompanied the en- |

try of the veijvet.

As an incentive to entrants,

) €ntrants in each
class wiil have their entry fee
reimbursed and the total
prize money will be $1500 in-
cluding a trophy

' The fact that the com-
Petition appears to be the first |

the top 10

velvet competition o ized
in New Zealand is sorgg:hat
of an achievement for. the lo-
! association. It is hoped
this competition will be a suc-
cess and becom
part of future S

cal

activities,

e an integral
ummer Show

. Was to continue to within a
- day of the shoot opening.

‘| also voiced their approval of

|| the date, with some hunters

|[too late.

Before settling on the peri-
od between March 20 and
April 10, the Landsand Survey
Department's administration
officer, Mr J. R. Fraser, dis-
cussed the matter with Mr
Jack McKenzie, a member of
the Southland Naticnal Parks
and Reserves Board, and a
keen recreational hunter.

Other hunters yesterday

the period. Last year there
was considerable dispute over

claiming the shoot was held

Mr W. B. Taylor, from
Gore, said yesterday he had
no argument with the timing
of the shoot. He was, how-
ever, concerned that helicop-
ter capture of live animals

———]

“That it should be only one
day is provocative and cra-
zy,"” he said.

Acceptable

MTr Alan Rodger, from Wa-
naka, who last vear tried to
organize an alternative pri-
vate shoot to that sanctioned
by the authorities, said the
dates were ‘‘quite accept-
able."

“I'm very pleased that it's
8oing to be a wapiti trophy
shoot, not just a trophy shoot,
because the various author-
ities have been trying to tell
us that there aren't any good
wapiti trophies there any
more," he said.

““This is an admission that
there are trophy animals
there, "

Both men expressed con-
cern, however, at a report in
last Friday’s Southland
Times which said the parks
board intended to begin an ex-
termination programme on
the wapiti remaining when
the capture consortium's re-
moval contract expires.

Contradiction

J

Daigety will again require a quantity of Stags sultable for
killing this season. A nett price per kg will be paid on.any
animal over 35kg nett weight

For further details con

. G. her Mossburn 53 5
B-0.Gallag Invercargill 75-384 -
78336

B. N. Monk Iy

7,

Deer Velvet

The new velvet com-
petition, organized the
Southland branch of the New
Zealand Deer Farmers Asso-
ciation, attracted consid-
erable interest in the Centen-
njal Hall.

This is the first competition
of its kind in New Zealand and
possibly in the world. It was
designed to encourage inter-
est in the breeding of deer and
the production of top quality
velvet.

The chairman of the South-
land branch of the NZDFA,
Mr P. Ryan said that the com-

petition had attracted 19 en- |

tries from as far away as the
Bay of Plenty and Canterbu-
ry, as well as from Southland
deer farmers,

Mr Ryan said that he was

more than satisfied with the l

support given by deer rarm-
ers and this had ensured that
/| the velvet competition would
remain a permanent event at
future shows.

The standard of the velvet
entered was considered to be
very high and a credit to the
entrants, Mr Ryan said.

The winner of the Red deer
class and recipient of the Wil-

R. Swann of Fairlie with Mr
H. Whyte of Invercargill sec-
ond. Third placing also went
to Mr Swann,

Today is Peoples Day and

p—

planned.

son Neill Ltd trophy was Mr

another full programme Iis,

This would be a direct con-
tradication to an announce-
ment by the Minister of
Lands, Mr Eiworthy, in July,
to the effect that the Govern-
ment caucus had agreed to a
management plan being
drawn up by the park board to

‘Wapiti Trophy Dates
s/ W elcomed

The dates of next year’s wapiti trophy sheot in the Fiordland
National Park have been received with satisfaction by deershooters.

control these remaining anij- -
mals, N

Mr Rodger said the board
was dreaming if it thought it |
could carry out a policy of ex- |
termination.”

-The board chairman, Mr C.
J. McFarlane, said yesterday
that members had not yet de-
cided what to do with the T
maining wapitj. i

"“Extermination isn’t prac- |
tical. Although the Act refers "
to extermination of red deer
and others, the practicalities
of that solution are impossible
toc overcome,”’ he said.

“The reality is that there
should be a level of control,
and this applies to red deer as
well as wapiti and everything
else, Most of the doubt revolv-
es around what that level of
control should be.”

Obstacle

Mr Taylor felt that there
was only one- obstacle to a
Management plan being pre-
pared and put into operation
right away — the consortium
with the contract to remove |
the wapiti. :

‘‘These four men are stand-
ing in the way of game man-
agement being commenced
right now,”’ he said.

“If the culling was done in
the field by taking the red |,
deer and hybrids out, the
preblem would be solveds We
(the NZ Deerstalkers’ Associ-
ation) have always wanted
these out of the park.’’

I

The chairman of the Southland branch
Association, Mr P. Ryan, with the winning red deer velvet entry by Mr R.
Swann of Fairlie, exhibited at the S

of the New Zealand Deer Farmers’

osuthland A and P show yesterday.
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. according to buyer Mr Allan |

Bradley, was this 5 set

worth more than $700. t

makes: the velvet partic-

. ularly good is the fact that it

| came from only a three-year-

| old hybrid deer. Mr Bradley |
says most deer do not reach ||
their full potential until they |
are eight to 10 years old. The
velvet is from a deer reared
by Mr Findlay Sutherland, of

' Eastern Bush.

I —

FARM VENISON 26/;/¢3

Dalgety New Zealand Limited, now wish to purchase Farm
Venison to the following schedule. Details are as follows :

FIRST GRADE: Under 2/ years. Lean Meat up to 85kg with
gaqgh :rtmsc!e conformation andnodefects— $3.50 per kg hook
weight.

2nd Grade: Over 2! years. Lean Meat over 65kg with good
muscle conformation $3.00 per kg.

Third ‘Grade: Overfat and damaged carcasses with poor
muscle conformation and/or defects — $2.50 per kg.

‘Manufacturing Grade: Aged animals including culled hinds,
old sktags and meat suitable only for manufacturers — $1.50
per kg.

IMPORTANT: Please note that thisisa straight out purchase
price. All byproducts remain for our account and we pay all
killing and processing charges. Payment will be made seven

| days after slaughter.

{Owners wishing to book killing space should contact:

B. G. Gallagher 53 Mossburn

B.N. Monk 75-384 Invercargill
79361

March 20 to April 10.

This was confirmed yester-
day by the Lands and Survey
Department. Applications for
the 24 blocks will close on
February 7 at 10am with the
commissioner of Crown lands
in Invercargill. -

Both the park headquarters
in Te Anau and the depart-
ment's office in Invercargill
may be contacted for appli-
cation forms. The ballot for
{the blocks will be drawn with-
in a fortnight of the closing
date.

Helicopter operations in
the area involving the remov-
al of live deer will continue
until one day before the shoot,
and resume immediately af-
terwards.

The shoot will be adver-
tised throughout the country
at intervals from Saturday,
December 18.

One Trophy
Conditions for the shoot are
basically the same as those in
force last year. Only one
trophy per person will be per-
mitted, with a maximum of

is the shoot itself.

Wapiti Shoot
“I”* Dates

Next year’s wapiti trophy shoot in the
Fiordland National Park will be held from

will be no limit on red deer
trophies.

The minimum number in a
party is two, but there is no
maximum limit. Last year
there were applications from
180 parties, representing 434
people. The 24 successful par-
ties included 91 individuals,
but only 73 actually turned up
to shoot.

Last year’s applications
were the highest on record.
The previous year there weré
426 people involved, and in
1980, there were 387. »

A briefing meeting will
take place in Te Anau the
night before the shoot begins.
This is confined to party
members actually taking part
in the shoot, and the only sub-
ject permitted for discussion

four trophies per party. There

] Wrightson

e R R

“_l'he best velvet of the season, '

s/

(PA) WELLINGTON

Horsemeat may have
been sold through a re-
tail Wairarapa butch-
ery, it was reported
yesterday.

Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries meat division staff
seized a large heart from the
shop-window of a Wairara
butcher 10 days ago. [

The Ministry is confident
further analysis will show itis
a horse’s heart, according to
the report. )

Wairarapa Ministry offi-
cials confirmed late on Mon-
day the Wallaceville test sta-
tion had found the heart not to
be that of a cow,

The station was seeking a
horse heart to make direct
comparison before releasing
its final finding.

Discovery of the heart fol-
lows a Ministry swoop on
Wairarapa butchers to stop il-
legal' sales of farm-killed
meat to the public and, in
some cases, to Wellington
butchers and restaurants.

Been Visited

All Wairarapa butcheries,
from Featherston to Wood-
ville, have been visited by
meat division inspectors, and
it is known there is at least
ohe case with the Crown Law
Office relating to the retail
sale of farm-killed meat.

DEER :
We are now accepting Deer
for slaughter at the Mossburn
Game Facility.

Enquiries to

P NMA

Alan Bradley
Phone: 7440 Te Anau
77960

|Deer Being

it

(Special) WELLI

Thirty-five deer, being im-
ported from Britain, are ex-
pected to arrive in New Zea-
land on Monday.

The deer will be held at the
Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries’ quadrantire station
at Silverstream.

The 28 red deer, six fallow
deer and one sika stag are
being imported by three
groups, and will be quar-
antined for 30 days.

An Ayrshire bull and seven’
horses will arrive from Brit-
ain with the deer.

SOUTHLAND

“ATTENTIONALLDEER FARMERS"

We are now accepting b
Mossburn Killing Plant.
For further inquiries and bookings contact

i

Phone 59-364 Invercargill -

ookings for deer for slaughter at

) erghtSr.;"‘
Fé!,NI"M\
i2)l |&
WRIGHTSON
DEERHORN:

Our Velvet Buyer wil
available at the factory
ner of Annan and
Streets, Invercargill,
day afternoon January
Thereafter Friday aftem
as usual. ) f
Enquiries ‘regarding el
and deer sales.

TELEPHONE: ]
A. Bradley 7440 Te &
Ray Smith 75-289 Inve

mmmsns1 |

A

1
14 |

«-MAF Sure Meat From Horse

The Meat Act 1981 outlaws
the sale of farm-killed or un-
graded meat and its being
processed by butchers, unless
supplied for farmers’ own
use.

Butchers handling meat on
farmers account must keep
separate records of the meat,
keep it separate from graded
works-killed meat and not
present it for public sale.

The conditions for selling
pet food are equally strict,
with the meat having to be
sourced from a pet food fac-
tory licensed to kill and pro-
cess the meat. .

There are several grades of
pet food, with that sold in cans
or rolls having to be sterilized
and fit for both human and an-
imal consumption.

Other pet food must be fit
for animal consumption and
must not be offered alongside
graded meat where con-
tamination could occur.

Not Marked

However, Ministry sources
say the heart seized recently
was ‘not ‘marked as either
horse meat or pet food and
that it came from a pet food
plant not licensed to kill at the
time. Although the plant was
normallly  licensed, up-
grading necessary at the time
the heart was found meant it
was not entitled to kill horses.

A Ministry regional veter-

inarian Mr Tom Dysart said
from Hastings that the Min-
istry did not believe it was a
cow’s heart but had “‘every
reason to believe that it is a
horse heart.”

He confirmed the pet food
plant from which the -heart
had come could not get a li-

was upgraded. i

Meat both graded and un-
graded, and even horsemeat,
was virtually unrecognizable
once turned into sausage
mince or wrapped in a vacu-
um pack with any grading
marks on the fat trimmed off,
Mr Dysart said.

In the light of the Austral-
ian horse meat and kangaroo
meat scandal the Ministry
took the problem very ser-
iously, as it put New Zea-
land’s public health and $2000
million meat exports at risk.

Firm Pressure

“It’s too easy for people to
use complacent talk and say it
couldn’t happen here. It did
happen in Australia and we
have been under firm pres-
sure from United States’ au-
thorities particularly to make
sure it could not happen
here,” Mr Dysart said.

The Ministry was also con-
cerned at recent comments
that farm meat tasted better
and indicating the hygiene re-
quirements of freezing works

cence to kill horses until it |.

were superfluous.

The rules were there to pro-
tect public health, the con-
sumer and exports, Mr Dy-
sart said. Consumers had a
right to expect the meat they
bought to be from the kind of
animal they expected and to
be clean and disease-free.

There was nothing to stop
“‘unscrupulous people’’ pass-
ing off meat and offal from
animals which had died of nat-
ural causes, Mr Dysart warn-
ed. i

Wairarapa was in particu-
_lar danger since tuberculosis
had a strong presence in pigs
and beef, he said. :

With Wairarapa’s Wai-
ngawa freezing works no long-
er killing pigs, the Ministry
was increasingly aware of
large-scale farm-killing of
pigs for sale illegally through
local butcheries. -

While the Ministry is not
trying to stop farmers eating
their own meat, spokesmen
say it must act to protect the
consumer . from misleading
meat sale practices and to en-
force laws aimed to protect
health and the economy.

A Featherston butcher, Mr
Maurice McNabb, has con-
firmed a heart was seized at
his butchery, and he says of
the case before the Ministry
that he wiil claim the heart

e

He said the heart had bes
displayed in the petfood
ner of his shop window a ong.
with pet-food sausages,

Mr McNabb said he would!
defend his case on the groungs
that Ministry officers had vie-|
ited his shop two weeks ear.
lier and seen large hearts in
another area of the shop and|
had not told him he could rgf
sell them.

Not Health Risk

Mr McNabb said he beliey
ed there was no way the heg
could have spread bacter]
other organisms posing 3
health risk to other meat
the window. 4

Mr Barry Gerrand, another
Featherston butcher {
president of the Wairaraps
branch of the Meat Retailers
Federation, knew of the horse
heart case and the campaj
against farm-killed meat.'g
believed it was in the inter-
ests of all butchers to ban|fja
gal sales.

Former federation 3
dent, Mr Max Stevensin.
Masterton, said his memp
and another Wairarapa
er were “dead against
killed meat being sold,’

Most killed and proces
sheepmeat into small-poik
for farmers but did so sens
rately and legally from
commercial operation,

belonged to a cow.

said.



(Owing to increased demand in export markets and some new
developments in cutting and packing techniques, the
Southland Farmers' Co-op Assn Ltd Export Department are
able to.offer the following schedule for deer slaughteredat the
Mossburn D.S.P.

This schedule is effective from Monday, February7 1983 for
the following week and thereafter will be reviewed on a
weekly basis.

GRADE AL $4.10/kg Carcass weight (lean up to 65kg)
GRADE AH $4.30/kg carcass weight (lean over 65kg)

GRADE AD $3.00/kg carcass weight (overfat animals)
GRADE AM $2.00/kg carcass weight (manufacturing)

The above prices, inclusive of all by-products, will be paid
seven days after slaughter.

The killing charge is $35.00 per head which will be payable
by the supplier and deducted from schedule proceeds at the
time of payment. NZDFA levy of 8c/kg will aiso be deducted
at this time unless we are otherwise instructed by suppliers.

As well as the above schedule, suppliers have the
alternative of owners accounts in which case an interim

payment will be made on the same basis as above.

Any adjustments to the schedule will be advertised and
enguiries regarding booking space and up-to-date schedule
levels should be directed to.

Evan Mackie Phone Business 81-929
Home 59-364
84238

£ Wrightson NMA
S/a/s3

VENISON SCHEDULE (RED DEER)

Owing to increased demand in export markets and some new
developments in cutting and packing techniques, Wrightson
NMA Ltd are able to offer the following schedule for deer
slaughtered at the Mossburn D.S.P.

This schedule is effective from Monday, February 71983 for
the following week and thereafter will be reviewed on a
weekly basis.

GRADE-AL $4.10/kg Carcass weight (lean up to 65kg)
GRADE AH $4.30/kg carcass weight (lean over 65kg)
GRADE AD $3.00/kg carcass weight (overfat animals)

Elicopter
-jCrashes

TE ANAU

Two men escaped injury when their
Hughes 300 helicopter became caught in a
deer net and crashed abeve Lake Alabaster,

Wednesday night.

The men, Mr Ray David
Nicholson, the pilot, aged 29,
of Te Anau, and Mr Alistair
Robert Borthwick, aged 22, of
Tuatapere, were on a deer re-
covery mission in the Holly-
ford Valley.

Police in Te Anau said-last
night they had apparently net-
ted a deer when the net caught
in the skids, causing the heli-
copter to crash. .

The machine was exten-
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in the Fiordland National Park, on

sively damaged, but the two
men were not hurt.
Yesterday, leaving Mr
Borthwick with the crashed
machine, Mr Nicholson made
his way down the mountain
slopes to get help, coming out
at Pyke Lodge about 3.30pm.
However, the alarm had
been raised yesterday morn-
ing by another member of the
team, who reported the heli-
copter overdue from its dee
recovery trip. :
Police were called about
11.30am and by 1.20pm had lo-
cated the crashed helicopter
in a valley above Lake Alabas-
ter. A
Constable’ T. Henderson
said he expected the crashed
helicopter would be lifted out
of the bush when it had been
cleared by the inspector of air
accidents.

| Butcher Had
Horsemeat

aken

Along

“"For Ride

(PA)

ROTORUA

A Kaingaroa Forest Service ranger was
jammed to the bonnet of a poacher’s get-
away vehicle during a 20km chase up Mt

Tarawera on Tuesday

About 11pm, rangers on pa- |
trol'disturbed a group of deer

poachers in the Waiotapu rec-
reational area. As the poa-
chers attempted to get away
in a four-wheel-drive vehicle,
Mr Stewart Henderson, of
Kaingaroa, was jammed be-
tween the vehicle's bonnet
and brush guard.

A high-speed 20km chase to
the top of Mt Tarawera fol-
lowed along winding, metal-
led forest roads.

The acting conservator of
forests, Rotorua, Mr C. A.
Skudder said yesterday the
chasing vehicle made radio
contact with police in Ro-

night.

torua, who dispatched cars to
the scene.

At the top of the mountain,
the pursued .vehicle was
stopped and it, along with sev- |
eral rifles, was confiscated.

Mr Skudder said that dur-
ing the chase, Mr Henderson |
was very frightened and ex-
tremely cold.

He was quite shaken, but
otherwise unhurt, yesterday.

The Waiotapu area has
been closed due to the firerisk
and because Sambur deer are
being monitored in the area.

Mr Skudder said the Forest
Service may refer to the
Crown Law Office to recom-
mend poaching charges.

eer Pen
»{Raided

TE ANAU

.. Two deer have been stolen
from:the pen on the Fiordland
coast.

_Police in Te Anau said last
night the deer.pen operator-
had flown over his pens in the
Preservation Inlet-Cunaris

“(PA)

WELLINGTON

A heart seized from the window of a
- Featherston butcher by the Minis of
Agriculture was horsemeat, the Ministry

said yesterday.

1 Sound area on Wednesday,

) A hind and fawn were seen
in one of the pens.

When he returned by float
plane on Thursday to pick up
the animals they were gone
and all that remained were

GRADE AM $2.00/kg carcass weight (manufacturing) It said it had referred the| who offered the heart for sale :
; : - 2 » footprints wi
The above prices, inclusive of all by-products, will be paid case to the Crown Law Office| Mr Maurice McNabb, could heer? taken S:;:rm‘;edfgzch:d
seven days after slaughter. after scientists at the Wal-| be fined more than $16,000. Police inquiries are contin-
The killing charge is §35.00 per head which will be payable laceville Research Station| - Atthetime thediscovery of uing and they said this was not
by the supplier and deducted from schedule proceeds at the confirmed the heart was from | the heart was reported in Wel- the first time deer have been
time of payment. N.Z.D.F.A. levy of 8c/kg will also be a horse. lington, Mr McNabb said he taken from deer pens. i
deducted at this time unless we are otherwise instructed by s would defend his case on the e e |
suppliers. : . Meat DhIVIS.lg‘IilmViter; grounds that the Ministry offl- s e
As well as the above schedule, suppliers will have the fl;lg;:a&s.\x.;;:‘lvzof thee seha;' cers had visited his shop two
alternatwe.of owners accounts in which case an interim three wiekls raoRvere conlz weeks earlier and seen large
payment will be made on the same basis as above. ] fident the heartg“;as not from | N€arts in another area of the
Any adjustments to the schedule will be advertised and | a cow. based on a visual ex.| Shop and not told him he could
enquiries regarding booking space and up-to-date schedule amination, but. sent the sus-| 1°L sell them.
levels should be directed to ( I L . Mr McNabb said the heart
pect heart and a cattle heart was on sale as pet food and
Phone Business 81-969 to the station for comparison. 1d h taminated >
Private ’ i ¥ Initial tests showed the souid, not Baye, contan nai
Allan Bradley " TeAnau7746 heart was not bovine but the| M3t for Buman corsumption
Ray Smith Invercargill 75-289 station then requested a woild berlaiming the heart to
; nown horse heart for com- ;
a . be bovine. -
?;;"s)glt‘c;vg_h that seized from| ““yo i1 not be contacted
= ) for comment on the Wallace-
If prosecuted, the butcher | viile findings.
< .
26[« $3 DEER FARMERS : et
' VELVET == e —— | o T
| TAIMEX TRADING LTD wish to buy all grades of velvet and 6/ EER’ ? /\
wti’ll} pay top market prices. For expert advice with no <3 2 SYNSiACil\'l/!]IENG SUUTHLAND >FARMERS
obligation or for sales. An.opportunity exists for investors interested in participating
PI-g)N EU o AR ;-9 Def:ll_' iym(iiicatilon ona well managed Southland Deer Farm. -
ray Ussher A e Anau or further details and inspection contact Broad, Christi - ON
?;’; %Ssﬁirgﬁsa A/H 50-502 Cromwell | Partners Phone 86-179, Invercargill. 54 lg‘;:;g i DEER AUCTION
n Smith 67- A/H 88-0521 Christchurch " s 5 N CE :
Rod Knox 24 i ROSEDALE SELLING CENTRE
Cyril Heywood 28-518 Wakefield TUSSOCK CREEK
TAIMEX TRADING LTD ' Tuesday, March 24, 1983
_ PO Box 1341, Dunedin
Phone 770-041 _ THE SOUTHLAND FARMERS CO-OPERATIVE
81181 : ASSOCIATION LTD wish to announce they are conducting a

Weaner Hind and Stag Auction at the Rosedale Selling
Pavilion, on Thursday March 24, 1983.

Entries for this sale are invited.

For further particulars contact = e
Mr Geoff Erskine . . . Phone?78-097 Invercargill
< xe. A OR
Mr Evan Mackie

Phone 59-364 Invercargill
84233
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~ Wapiti Dissatisfaction
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- establish areas of common

- location. As of last week, the
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- Endorsed by County

The Wallace County Council has again taken up the cudgels over the wapiti issue,

This follows a council meet-
ing yesterday, at which the
MP for Wallace, Mr D. A.
Angus, described the wapiti
relocation issue as a “stupid
exercise'” by the Minister of
Lands, Mr Elworthy.

The council was discussing
a letter from Mr Warren Tay-
lor, of Gore, expressing frus-
tration at the lack of action in
résponse to the requests that
wapiti be retained in Fiord-
land National Park, and re-
questing that the council
write to the Minister or the
Prime Minister, Mr Muldoon,
supporting this concern,

Mr Taylor said last year,
the council had resolved to
support protest against the
decision to relocate the Fiord-
land wapiti to another area of

New Zealand,

*'...largely because of this
support, Mr Muldoon agreed
to meet me to discuss the
matter. This meeting proved
to be fruitful as not only did
Mr Muldoon personally volun-
teer to discuss the problem in
Cabinet the following Mon-
day, but Mr Derek Angus was

trative detail in train, but are
frustrated in this by the in-
activity on the part of the Min-
ister. Perhaps the Minister
sees himself politically as
being in a 'no win' situation,
but we are not,” Mr Taylor
said.

Of more concern, he said,
was the apparent change in
the capture arrangements un-
der agreement between the
Crown and the capture con-
sortium.
~“*Atameetingin Te Anauin
late December 1981, the Min-
ister afgreed to let me have a
copy of the signed agreement
as it was ‘a public document.’
Shortly afterwards I learned

that no such agreement exist-
ed and that the arrangement
was held together by an ex-!
change of correspondence be- |
tween the Minister (or some-
one) and the consortium,

“1 understand the formal
agreement is dated July 8,
1982, which was one week be-
fore I met with Mr Muldoon
and obviously after the Min-
ister was made aware of very
strong objection to the pro-

successful the following day
in obtaining a Government
caucus decision to permit rec-
reational hunting under man-
agement in the park, subject
to the agreement with the
capture consortium running
its course until December 31,
1983," Mr Taylor said,
“Whitewash™

“Most of us were aware of
the degree of ‘whitewash’ in-
volved, but I had hoped we had
seen the conception of enlight-
ened thinking at last and that
the gestation period would not
approach that of an elephant,
or longer.”

Mr Taylor said following
the announcement of the
caucus decision last July 20,
the Minister advised the Na-
tional Parks Authority of the
decision by letter and met the
authority for further dis-
cussion.

The authority met a group
of local people in Gore and in
Invercargill in September to

agreement and to initiate ne-
gotiations regarding man-
aged huntinﬁ of wapiti in the
Fiordland National Park ag
an acceptable long-term park
activity. v
No Reply

"I am advised that immed-
iately following these meet-
ings, the authority wrote to
the Minister setting out its
Fecommendations, one of
which, 1 believe, was the au-
thority's opposition in re-

authority had not received a
reply, and no doubt the agy-
thority members are just as
concerned about thisasIam.
“I believe the authority is
anxious to have the whole
matter resolved and adminis- |

posal. I am left to wonder
what the situation would be
now if my meeting with Mr
Muldoon had taken place be-
fore July 6, 1982,"" Mr Taylor
said.

: Bulls
Referring to one of the

clauses in the agreement, Mr
Taylor said one of the require-
ments of the consortium was

July 1982 for the Minister to
acknowledge the opposition
and modify the capture oper-
ation after consultation with
interested parties. -

® The capture operation was
not now proceeding in terms
of the agreement.

@ The capture eperation for
relocation or for extermina-
tion within the park was a fail-
ure and should cease immed-
iately. )
® In spite of Park Board
statements to the contrary,
there are quality wapiti in the
park.

® The entire operation is now
almost 100 per cent a financial
operation of benefit to the
consortium,

Totally Opposed

“Lam totally opposed to the
exercise," Mr Angus told yes-

| terday's meeting.

“I intend to stop it when-
ever 1 get the chance but we
are stuck with a contract
which can't be completed un-
til the end of this year.”

Mr Angus said the South-
land Parks and- Reserves
Board was reluctant to accept
there would be a recreational
hunting area in the Fiordland
National Park.

"“They have failed to recog-
nize this directorate from the
authorities. We'll establish a
recreational hunting area in
the park, that will be no prob-
lem. The trouble will be find-

to supply a certain number of

maie animals.

“My information now is
that the Crown, since before
Christmas, has not required
any more male animals as al] |
breeding will be sired by im-|
ported pure-bred bulls, or byj
artificial insemination. This
effectively means that the
consortium may now keep all
male animals for them-
selves."

He said a further effect is!
that the consortium now had|
“full inducement"' to take out
wapiti bulls and quality hy-
brids, whereas under theorig-
inal arrangement they might
have been tempted to *‘over-
fly"" these animals, as their

capiure was a total loss to

them.
As an indication of this, Mr

Taylor presented the county |f

with a photograph of a set of |
antlers from a bull which was
captured in the wapiti area
last month by a member of
the consortium. He said the|
asking price for the bull was
$8000.

Mr Taylor said the events
that occurred after the coun-
cil first supported the protest,
indicated that:
® The Minister was stalling
and appeared not to be heed-
ing opposition.
® There was plenty of time !
between December 1981 and |

ing the boundaries between
the takahe and the wapiti.”

Earlier Mr Angus had sug- |
gested that the takahe and 1
other rare birds in the park
could be relocated on the red
tussock reserve at Gorge Hill,

Cr C. N. Tauri suggested |
that the Eglinton block near
Te Anau Downs could be a
suitable arez for the re-
location of the wapiti.

“The deer would be in
Southland, they could be eas-
ily managed and there are
possible tourist attractions,”
Cr Tauri said. :

Mr Angus said he would in-
vestigate the possibility.

Cr E. P. Wilding, said a lot
of questions raised by Mr Tay-
lor needed 15 be answered. He
said the original contract was *
now being abused by mem-
bers of the capture con-
sortium.

Mr Angus said he had al-
ready written to the Minister
asking that no more male’
deer be taken outof the park. |

The council resolved to!
send a telegram to the Min-
ister asking for the capture of
male deer to stop immed- |
iately. It will also write to Mr
Elworthy asking his policy on
the relocation of the deer.

-The council will also write
to the Southland Parks and
Reserves Board asking what
it is.doing to provide recrea-
tional hunting in Fiordland
National Park.

Venison 4
sales soon

Venison is expected to be available in some
Dunedin supermarkets within three months.

quality
venison
smallgoods, supplied by at
least two companies are

Both  export
venison and

expected to be onsale.

The Canterbury Venison
which began
selling the less expensive
cuts of export quality
venison in one Christ.
church supermarket on
Thursday, is looking at
product
throughout the  South

Company,

promoting the

Islan

A company marketing
spokesman said in Christ.

church yesterday

expects the products to be
on sale in Otago, through a
South Island promotion,
Island
markets are supplied.

before  North
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Wapiti

Wednesday.

The ballot for 24 parties t
shoot in the Fiordland Nati

Trophy Shoot

Ballot Held

When applications closed
lust Monday, 121 parties, rep-
resenting 458 hunters, had ap-
plied for shooting blocks.

Those who were successful
were: L. Hookes, Hamilton,
| Upper Glaisnock; G. Sinclair,
' Auckland, Catseye: Q. Han-

sen, Featherston, George
Sound; G. Teklenburg, Te
Kauwhata, Whitewater: D.
Curd, Gore, Worsley Stream:
| F. N. Ryan, Thornbury, Lake
Kathrya; T. J. Meikle, Oam-
aru, Lower Glaisnock: H. J.
Shaw, Te Anau, Stina Burn;
P. Hutton, Christchurch, Lu-
gar Burn; P. J. Anderson,
Wyndham, Wapiti River. D.

L. Payne, Dunedin, Bligh |

Sound; J. Mcllwrick, Lums-
den, Billy Burn; M. Freeman,
Te Anau, Looking Glass: W.
S. Murray, Stirling, George
River; B. Cornish, Dunedin,
Caswell Sound; B. W. Parker,
Dunedin, Hankinson — Loch
Burn; R. Hanock, Dunedin,
North-western; J. E. McGrif-
fin, Taradale, Charles Sound:
P. Breome, Ashburton, Large
Burn; B. L. Youngman, Te
Anau, Narrews Creek: G.
Bergamini, Timaru, Charles
Caswell; L. J. King, Timaru,
Doon River; S. Hall, Dunedin,
Mt Tanilbra; M. J. Whyte,
Christchurch, Mid Burn.

0 take part in this year's wapiti trophy
onal Park was held in

Inverecargill on

The trophy shoot will be
held from March 20 to April
10.

Winton Bridge
Club

A Winton Bridgel gub pairs

tch recently resulted:
m?ﬂorihlsouth: Dr T. Wilson and
Mr R. Gwatkin, 62.45 per cent, 1;
Mrs Young and Mrs Lilico, 62, 2;
Mr Gilkison and Mr° K. Dunlop,
61.09, 3; Mr R. Crowe and Mr
Carr, 80.73, 4.

East-west: Mr Simmersand Mr
Wheeley, 62.82 per cent, 1; Mrs J.
Scarlet and Mr H. Ryan, 61.08, 2;
Mr and Mrs R. Thomson, 60.27, 3;
Mr and Mrs L. Norris, 50.91, 4.

. opened early in December.

' Ltd,

The company has started
supplying the Supervalue
chain of supermarkets in
Christchurch  from its
Seafield plant  which

About half a tonne of
meat, including steaks,
mince, casseroles and
s_ausages. was sold on the
first day. The top steaks
fetched $7.89 a kilogram
the minee $3.99 a kilogram
and the casserole venison.
$6.79 a kilogram.

“In some cases -the
prices were lower than for
beef and were competitive
with other forms,” the

spokesman said. d
Recipes and cooking |
techniques have been dem.

onstrated alongside the |

sales counters by the
company.
SMALLGOODS

Meanwhile, Wilson Neill !
the Dunedin-based
company, should be selling
venison smallgoods in
Dunédin within ‘a few
months.

It will be the culmination
of a pilot marketing and
promotional scheme which
has been under way for |
some months, according to
the assistant general man.

“ager of the export division,
' .

Mr J. D.Seandrett.

He does not believe there
is sufficient demand in
Otago for the top quality
Venison products, 85 per-
cent of which have heen

- exported to West Germany

inthe past. ‘

“Because of test market. ,
ing that we did three years
2go, we are convinced
there is no substantial re.
tail market in New Zealand
for top quality steak lines,”
MrScandrett said.

“We will attempt fo
move into the lower end of

- the market, providing a

wider range of goods."

He believes there is a
small but steady demand .
for such items in Dunedin, -

. but the new lines will need

Promoting. :
._"“A promotional package -
1S being prepared, but the
whole thing will subject
to price. That will be the
key,"” Mr Scandrett said.
Through its Mossburn
factory, Wilson Neill pro-

- . cesses more than 200 deer

(10 tonmes of venison) a
week.  Although  West
Germany is by far fhe
strongest market, outlets
are being developed in
Australia, Japan and the

United States.




' had started in a small way,

b

|| club, and two other premises

f

legally-killed hogget meat
was seized at a Greymouth
hotel, and Ministry officlals
were led by the police to a
truckload of sheep offal,
which had been dumped be-
side a remote forestry road
outside Hokitika.

fheat vetinarian in
church, Mr. K. A. Thaisen

Raids in Hunt For
«4> Illegal Meat

CHRISTCHURCH:

Fifty food outlets on the West Coast and in South Canterbury were
visited by Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries officers yesterday in
their escalating war on illegal meat trading.

About 15 kilogrammes of il- | that we mean business."

the Greymouth hotel were

The pelts, guts and heads of | centinuing.
?boué dlz hoggets had been
ound dumped beside a forest- | spite of extensi
Ty road near Hokitika. b bt ey
a;g;md%rmaw;]mk gg trade, ‘‘some people ob-

1 . W viously have still not
reported it to the police. 4 ity

‘It had obviously been

Mr Thaisen said that in

about the blackmarket meat

message.”’ E
* Last Tuesday, about 200kg

Th ! dumped by a ti " : :
e Ministry's regional Mr ﬁadi b-Y“’ tip-truck,” sald | of illegally killed pork, with a

hrist- |-

value of about $1000, was

Inquirtes leading to the | seized at a restaurant in cen-

The 10-man committee,
headed by the director of envi-
ronmental forestry, Mr Ken
Miers, of Wellington, arrived
at Queenstown at midday on
Tuesday.

In the afternoon, the group
travelled by helicopter from
Birchdale Station into the Up-
per Caples, accompanied by
five members of the Forest

said the Ministry staff had

*'s'wwped at 2pm on 50 hotels
and other food outlets in West-

port, Greymouth, Hokitika,

on the West Coast, and Fairlle

(in South Canterbury.

| Mr Thaisen said the Min-

;istry had received ‘‘excel-
' lent” co-operation during the
Ir simultaneous visits, which
l /lasted only an hour and a-half,

“‘because people tend to use |,

| the telephone to ring around.”

Asked why such a big oper-
' ation had been mounted, Mr
- | Thaisen said: ‘‘We just want-
~'ed to show the flag, and show

seizure of hogget meat from

For Saleone

' More
F

ey e
DJ'—“"";_ b

(PA)

Raids

‘Meat

CHRISTCHURCH

The Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries is determined to stamp out the
illegal meat trade, especially in view of the
Australian Kangaroo meat export scandal.

The Australian operation

but had grown to the stage
where some of the meat was
being exported, the Min-
istry’s regional, meat veter-
inarian in Christchurch, Mr
K. A. Thaisen, said yesterday.

‘*Complaints to govern-
ment departments and others
were not acted on: We arenot
going to fall into that trap,”
said Mr Thaisen.

A butcher's shop, a private

|| were visited by Ministry offi-

|| day in the continuing search

' to receive any information

cials in Christchurch yester-

for illegal meat outlets.

No illegally kilied meat had
been found, however, a
spokesman said. 1
_ On Tuesday, about 200kg of
illegally killed pork, withare-
tail value of about $1000, was
seized at a Christchurch re-
staurant.

Ministry officials have also
found an unlicensed slaugh-
terhouse in the mearby
Katapoi-Rangiora  district.
The investigation was contin-
uing day by day, the spokes-
man said.

The Ministry was still keen

from the public.
Another Ministry veter-
|

inarian, Mr Ken Luckin, said
yesterday that there were a
number of ways in which
uninspected meat could reach
human food outlets.

‘‘Perhaps the most com-
mon is the illegal sale, either
direct to ‘te buyer who thinks
he is getting a bargain, or
through a third party, such as
an agent, shop or eating
house,’" said Mr Luckin.

*In each case, law-abiding
farmers, butchers and re-
staurateurs are disadvantag-
ed because the illegal sale
meat is produced with lower
overhead’ Pharges, such as
transport and abattoir runm-
ning costs/' he said.

There was also the problem
of substitution, especially
from processed meats, saus-
ages, and pies. )

Mr Luckin said that unins-
pected carcasses were read-
ily identifiable through the
use of branding in abattoirs
and export freezing works.

The abattoir brand is red,
and the export works brand
usually brown.

The brands were kept under
meat division control, and
were locked away at the end
of each day's processing.
Fresh carcasses also carried
grade stripes.

Mr Luckin said that stock
was inspected before and af-
\er slaughter, to detect dis-
€252,

Contamination by dirt,
faeces, or hair could occur
during dressing, processing,
or transport.of meat.

-

tral Christchurch.

HYBRIDSTAGS

€year ald maste;
stag, potential JPhdne ;
) 597
Key. D—jﬁ-iﬁ'! 841215?7

]

|
|

Service. They were the offi-
cer-in-charge at Queenstown
Mr R. K. Martin, Chris Main
and Kerry Mawhinney, forest
rangers of Invercargill, for-
ester Mike Cuddihy and Mike

Slater, aisv of Invercargill.

The committee was set up
two years ago to advise the
Minister of Forests on the set-
ting up and management of
recreational hunting areas.
This was its first field in-
spection of the Upper Caples,
Fraser Creek and Top, Fiat
area which was officially des-
ignated as a recreational
hunting area last year.

The committee spent Tues-
day and Wednesday nights at
the Upper Caples Hut dis-
cussing each night matters
arising from ‘the days' in-
spection, and other recrea-

Hunting Committee
42l Visits Caples

QUEENSTOWN

~ Members of the national recreational hunting advisory
coinmittee spent two days this week in the Upper Caples region at the
northern arm of Lake Wakatipu inspecting the fallow deer population
there, and the vegetation trend.

tional hunting areas and pro-
posed areas.

Yesterday, they walked out
to the new car park at Green-
stone Station on the shores of
Lake Wakatipu, and travelled

lake, back to Queenstown.

_ Last night a private meet-
ing was held in-Queenstown
between the committee,

Gore, Te Anau and the Waka-
tipu districts.

Discussion Expect,
Hunting Relation

between the NZ Recreational Hunting Council and the National
Recreational Hunting Advisory Committee is expected to be discussed at the annual conference
of the NZ Deerstalkers’ Association to Te Anau in June. '

The relationship

According to the national
secretary of the NZDA, Mr
Shelby Grant, the NZRHC
was set up two years ago as a
formal unit incorporating all
five hunting organizations in
the country.

It was designed to show
that a body of experts at no
cost to the taxpayer could pro-
vide as good an advisory serv-
ice to the Government as the
commitiee established for

that purpose.

Mr Grant said there was
some ill feeling between the
two because when nomi-
nations were made fo the ad-
visory committee from the
NZRHC, "they were consid-
ered not to be suitably repre-
sentative of the various or-
ganizations,

Gagged
*They were told that any
business of the advisory com-

N.Z world leader
in deer farming 77/

New Zealand is in the forefront of developing a new
domestic animal — the red deer, the closing session of
the international conference on the biology of deer
production was told in Dunedin yesterday.

Professor Roger Short,
of the Western Australian
University, said that while
red deer have long been
used in game parks, New
Zealand was among the
firsttofarm the animal.

He recalled visiting New
Zealand 13 years ago and
inspecting the country’s
only deer farm. Progress
since then has been stag-
gering, and
entrepreneurial efforts of
the farmers and scientists
have made the couniry a
world leader, he said.

During the conference,
researchers were able to
see the latest trials and
share information. Dele-
gates attended from 11
countries associated with
deer, from the game parks
of Scotland to the
rangeland herds of Alaska.

Although the papers
were generally of a scien-
tific nature, there were

several deer farmers
among the delegates.
Topics included animal

health, reproduction,
antlers, and products.

A paper delivered by Dr
Yun Cheung Kong, a
biochemist at the Chinese

University of Hong Kong,'

dealt with research into
antlers and deer by-
products in Chinese medi-
cine.

While wvelvet is best
known, 23 other body parts
are used in medications.
Ailments that are claimed
to be cured include goiter,

palpitations, dermatitis,
bleeding, diabetes, im-
potence, stress, painful

limbs, infertility and in-
somnia,

Dr Kong told the dele-
gates that the belief that
velvet is a  potent
aphodisiac is not without
foundation. Trials have
shown the blood flow is
increased, causing some
stimulation.

Although nothing definite
was decided at the confer-
ence, the organiser, Ken
Drew, said it is hoped
another will be held in two
or three years.

4 ‘._'i’:

mittee could not be discussed
or reported to their nomi-
nating organizations — they
were gagged,” he said.
“‘Because of the advisory

committee’s original intru-

sion into the setting of rules,
ethics and so on for hunting,
which had always been the
traditional role of elected
hunting representatives, it
was decided to form the five
organizations into one cohe-
sive unit.”" -

d On
ships

Lately however, Mr Grant
said the NZRHC understood
there had been some. dis-
cussion within the Govern-
ment itself of the need to re-
tain the advisory commitiee.
This was likely to generate
considerable discussion at the
codicil's annual meeting on
the last day of the NZDA con-
ference.

Wait-and-see

“As far as we are aware at
the moment, we have adopted

Grant said.

“Wehad a meeting (the two
bodies) in January and the ad-
visory committee undertook
to proyvide us with all reports
and documents that passed
over its table, and we agreed
to forward the same to it.

“‘In the last couple of weeks
we have received the first
copies of the committee's

minutes."”

Approval For

The Waliace
approved the

‘4pDeer Units

County Council has

first subdivision of an

1 economic farm unit into four economiec deer
1

units in the county. [
| - At yesterday's county|on the subdivision.

meeting, a scheme plan for
| the subdivision of a privately
owned farm in the Mararoa

in Te Anau and this has

e - | Angus said. o< |
Survey District was present-| ATEES PR o of 40 or 50 |

| "
: | other *‘landless people!” who |
The scheme proposeq 1o wanted land in the Te Anau |

subdivide the farm into four
sconomic deer units and gave |
details of four proposeﬁ pur- |

chasers.

The MP for Wallace, Mr D.
A. Angus, who attended the
meeting, said he hoped the

area but could not get it.

council would look favourably approved.

via the new Kinloch-Green-,
stone road at the head of the'

deerstalkers and other recre-
ational hunting organizations
from Invercargill, Wanaka, ,

a wait-and-see attitude,"”” Mr |

\Thereisashortageofland }

come a serious problem,"’ Mr i

'1
i
1
$
|

The council resolved to ap--|
prove the subdivision, subject |
to the condition that deer\
fences be erected on the prop-
erties before the title planbe |




- Red Deer Imported |
> From Britain

The foundation stock for the first purebred British red deer herd in Southiand arrived last
week.

Mr Robinson received the |
youngdeer on March 8 by road
transport after a further one

basis for a purebred British | month quarantine period at
herd as well as improving our | Silverstream in the Hutt Val-

" ¥ ley.
s;;;em R M Robinsen Understandably, at a lang-
The Tirst group of deer im- | ed cost of $10,000 each they
ported from these English | are being given preferential
the studs for commercial produc- | treatment. '
the need to look to Britain for tion ‘in New Zealand was| The main problem is that
genltically superior blood made in early 1982 by two| they have come from an Eng-
lines; Taupo deer farmers, Mr Bob | lish winter into a New Zea-
The Robinsons began their Deadman and Dr Whitley | land winter,
Cranbrook stud with only 14 Ottway. ; ““It will take them at least
in-calf hinds and in four years Mr Robinson negotiated| 12 months to acclimatize
has built up a 400 strong herd successfully with them to| themselves,” Mr Robinson
of red and hybrid deer on an 80 take two deer from their sec-| said,
hectare deer unit on their 800 | ;na consignment of 25 stags
hectare farm at Fortification, and 10 hinds which arrived in

from the renowned Warnham
Park stud.

“These will give us the

aset of velvet and a summer |
coat. ;
Mr Robinson said the aver-
age New Zealand red deer
Stag produced around 1.5 to |
three kilograms of velvet, *
The Warnham Park stags |
were renowned for their an-]
tlergr*wth—upm 48 points— |
with weights up to 11kg re—i
corded, .

It was this genetic materia]
he hoped would be infused into |
hinds selected from their own
herd he said, :

“‘These deer wil} putus five
to eg‘ijghr Years ahead in our
breeding programme,"” Mr
Robinson said,

Mr Robinson intends to

Since they began deer
farming in 1978, Fortification
deer farmers, Harold and
Norma Robinson have had
difficulty in buying what they
considered were top quality
velvet producing red deer
stags,

This deficiency in New Zea-
land herds convinced them of

The hind is in-calf to a 20
pointer three-year-old Wo-

Their aim is to eventually
run a herd of around 700 deer
ata stocking rate of eight per
hectare, )

The first importations of
British red deer were made
during the latter part of the
1800s and early 1900s and lib-
erations were made in many
parts of New Zealand,

These deer quickly estab-
lished themselves and soon
became sought after by
trophy hunters. Some of the
best trophies came from feral
herds in the upper reaches of
the Rakaia river in Canterbu-
ry and in the high country
around Wanaka,

However, itis generally ac-
cepted that the genetic capa-
bility of the New Zealand red
deer has been weakened since
those early importations and
with the advent of com.
mercial deer farming, farm-
ers have sought to improve
both venison and velvet Dro-
duction.

Many farmers have begun
cross-breeding programmes
using red desr, wapiti and elk.

Mr Robinson considers the
best future is still with red
deer, provided npew blood
lines can be introduced.

New Zealand inJ anuary after
an isolation and quarantine
period of six weeks in Britain,

burn Abbey stag and is due to
calf in May or June. The
Young stag has begun to grow

travel to Britain next year to
select additional purebred an-
imals for stud.

Te Anay To Ho
s Deerstalkers

Te Anau will be the venue for this year’s annual confereng
NZ Deerstaikers’ Association, from June 29 to July 2,

It will be held at the Fiord. | and the new Firearms Act, dustry to use in the
land Motor Lodge and be- | which is to be introduced to motions, and sop
tween 200 and 300 deleg Parliament next year. Sent overseas,
are expected 1o attend. In conj i i -

junction with the con

A number of Member. S of | ference the association is put-
Parliament have been inviteq ting out a new publication de-
to the conference, along with | sioned 1o stimulate interest in
Some Special guests, includ- the Te Anau area, and Fiord-

land National Park in particu-

ing NZ Forest Service, Lands
lar. )
““We are trying to point out

and Survey Department, and

National Parks Authori ty per-
to the public at large the rec-
reational potential of the

sonnel.
Guest speakers for the offi-
gglﬁg%eefgngthl;ﬂve Yet 10 Be | area, We don't think it has
: association's ici "
Secreiary, Mr Shelby Grant, E;mf:;’&?'md Souah, T
Sﬂ';j from Wellington yester- Other interested parties
- i th 2
Among the topics. for dis- f,,,f,’};;s Aﬁgﬂ?ﬂigﬁhﬂff;
volved in the publication. Ex-
tra copies will be printed for -
members of the tourist in-l:
—_—

cussion are the freeholding of
pastoral leases, the Wwapiti sit-
uation, recreational hunting

Dalgety IS

N

WANTED RED DEER
FOR PROCESSING
ALL PRICES NETT ON HOOKS

Premium $3.50

First Grade $3.20

Second Grade $2.75
l Manufacturing Grade $1.50
| For lurther details please contaet your nearest Dalgaif
Supervisor as listed helow -

INVERCARGILL: Barry Monk, Phone 75-384
GORE: Noel Harstonye! Phone 5228
DUNEDIN: Bruce Pugh, Phone 43-075,

For this reason he has im- e :

ported an in-calf hind from T Ao, L

the Duke of Bedford’s Woburn by s Vi .

Abbey stud and a spiker stag | ' -, L4t T S L

e 4 Ty Mt o' | Lﬂbllm \ 1
;1"-‘55 : : g 4-_ . o v o= %ﬁha 8685 acres 2200 stock units [[¢] i"
My - s b e ey ¥ : A ® i SRR | 5, 4 P Iwo ridy w ;. : 1
Settling lr‘:v tohthenr new Southland environment are two purebred British red deer impérted from the acres,‘ﬂge\r ?gﬁg{"}’;’ﬁ;g'{‘g&mml f,hed- Large bam, §
g i i - Price $380,000. ; :

Far
rblsTo Cease

Reluctance of farmers to bring forward deer will see the closure
within the next fortnight of Southern Lakes Venison Packers Ltd’s
slaughter facilities at Mossburn.

The Mossburn operation | closed within the next fort-

had been processing feral | night for the Killing of farm
deer for more than 20 years, | deer.

Deer are an asset to Ste ;
the Stewart Island County Counel, ae Tan Johnson, " T8, according to the Chalrman o

Mr Johnson's comments
Were made at thig week’s
council meeting when the

bring a few “‘out of the wood-
work’" but this had got little
response,

art Island *‘and they were
staying out of this ares "

thaz-bq rec%gnize the benefits
10 the island of hunters com-

The feral section of the Meeling 1o prepara

but about two ago ex- ) : . The company wants farm. I meet I can't see how he i » : ==

tended its faciiities to cater | plant will continue to operate. ers to let theig’ agents know COUncil criticized the South- McKenzie) can make cf:lr\:dql: m?{&iﬁ& u,“g’;g’é’f“s tqn s{?d' ice. TS for the Forest

for farm deer. Mr Scandrett said the com. just how many animals they land Catchment Board's sub- ments like that whep they've | pects of the islandea\;g?: ias- lc%h il will z o
Farmers have been re- | pany was interested in getting have for slaughter and if suf- MisSIons to the Forest Sepy. only been to one small place. | Proving and the money sper:t- issiog - Deil will ask for pes

mission to lodge ji5
missions later than the Margh
-3 deadline, '

—

deer through the plant but f
farmers were not bringing
stock forward.

One reason for this could be
the high price of velvet, with
many farmers preferring to-
keepstock for velvet growing.

Mr Scandrett said this was
a national trend this year and
the farmers should not take
the blame, He could see their
point of view in weighing up
their own prospects, i

The company had adver-
tised for animals hoping to

ice Wild Animal Contro] Plan.

Would  like ¢g
When the Board discussed rify

r

McKenzie 1o clarify his
PoInts,” Cr Munro said.

"b\iie dovr} 't have an erpsion
problem. eshould recognize Cr E. H. Hopki i

the importance of the healthy Southland o o3

animal-heal;hy forest con.| k e s

¢ept,” Cr Max Kershaw said.

icient were available the
plant might reopen towards E
theend o the season, perhap: the Submissions, jts chair-
about May, he said. . | man, Mr R. p_ McKenzie,
said the potentia] for more
—— " damage caysed by deer on the

island was “alarming,”

Cr Ian Munro said he
thought the Southland Catch.
ment Board was only going to
be involved ip the classifica-
tion of the water around Stew-

luctant to bring forward deer
for slaughter this season, with
fewer than 4000 processed na-
tionwide since early Novem-
ber. The season ends late in
May or early June.

Last season 13,500 deer
were slaughtered. -

The game meats manager
for Wilson Neill (export divi-
sion), which operates the
Mossburn plant, Mr John
Scandrett, said from Dunedin

| lastnight that the plant willbe

. Because of the strong fee]-
ufgs on the subject_. a special
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F a)llow Deer—Study
K

<At Ruakura

Research into the reproductive cycle of

farmed fallow deer

Ruakura Agricultural research centre.

. The work is aimed at in-
- vestigating the factors neces-
c sary ‘to adjust the breeding
- cycle of the deer.

_ Under New Zealand condi-
tions, most births occur in De-
cember. However, earlier

. fawning would be a big advan-
- tage to the deer farming in-
dustry because it would en-
. able better alignment of the
animal's feed requirements
with seasonal pasture growth.

Fallow deer make up about
14 per cent of farmed deer in
‘New Zealand. Most are
farmed in the North Istand
where large wild populations
exist.

The scientist in charge of
the fallow deer trials, Mr
Geoff Asher, said any suc-
cessful modification of an ani-
mal's breeding cycle depend-
ed on a sound understanding
of its reproductive biology.

He said a huge body of data

- existed on the reproductive
physiology of female sheep,
. cattle and goats and this had
laid the foundations for fur-

—— 1

X anhtson -
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! VENISON SCHEDULE
(REDDEER)
WRIGHTSON NMA LTD are
able to offer the following
schedule for deer slaughtered
at the Mossburn DSP. |
The schedule iseffective from |
Monday, March 21, 1983 for !
the following week and there- |
aflter will be reviewed on a

weekly basis.
Grade AL $4.50/kg Carcass

+ both male and female fallow

will begin soon at the

ther studies on other farmed
animals.

Little Effort

However, as deer farming
was a relative newcomer to
the agricultural scene, little
effort had so far gone into
monitoring reproductive
traits of the various species
and little was known about
their breeding cycle.

The Ruakura work will get

trials are likely to run at least
three seasons.

the onset of puberty and sub-
sequent oestrus cycles, the

oestrus cycles, and the num-
ber of uninterrupted oestrus
cycles'in one season. !

The scientists will also re- |
cord dates of conception, ovu-
lation and pregnancy rates,
and measure the duration and
variance of gestation.

Bucks

A further project is planned
to investigate the onset of
puberty in fallow bucks and
the seasonality of fertility.

“‘Once the basic aspects of
the reproductive biology of |

deer have been quantified, we
can lm{; at manipulating re-
production,' Mr Asher said.

fully under way at the peak of |
the rutting next month. The |

duration and variance of the |-

Allegedly fired -Queries'Oli Wapiti' ﬂ/fslvz

at-hehcopters
Rotorua (PA).?— ?A
42.year-old = unemployed
Matahi man appeared in
the Whakatane District
Court, charged with
shooting at a helicopter in

‘the Urewera National Park

on Monday.

Thompson Tuna ' was
charged with firing a .303
rifle at the Hughes 300
helicopter, owned by Mr
Noel N. B. Galloway, with
intent to cause danger to
the machine,

He entered no plea, axﬁd

his counsel, Mr W. H.
Jones, said the defendant
had told him the incident
occurred on a block of
Maori land and he thought
the helicopter was tres-

| passing.
Mr Asher said data collect- % 7
ed would include a record of |

Mr Jones said Tuna told
him he had warned the
pilot to leave the property,
before firing.

. Tuna was remanded un-
tii March 16, on bail of
$1,000 and a similar surety.

Area

Sir, — I was intrigued to read the
reference by Cr-Tauri to the Eglinton
block during the discussion by the
Wallace County Council on the wapiti
issue, reported in your paper on
March 4, 1983. I am aware of various
correspondence in 1979 among (inter
alia) the Commissioner of Crown
Lands, the MP for Awarua, Mr Aus-
tin, and a group of interested Te
Anau people, but was not aware that
the proposal is still ‘‘alive.”” Would
the Commissioner please advise
through this column if negotiations
are currently taking place in respect

of this land, and, if so, under which
section of the Land Act 1948 would
the land be disposed of.

Also, would the Conservator of
Forests or the Chairman of the
Southland Parks and Reserves
Board confirm that parties of depart-
mental employees are at present in
the wapiti area conducting a ‘‘sur-
vey,” and that these parties will
come out of the area on March 18, the
day before the official 1983 trophy
shoot commences? If the parties are
in the area could the public please be

advised of the purpose of the ‘‘sur-

vey,”’ if the parties are carrying
rifles, and if it is considered to be a
fair go for this activity to take place

Shot disables

helicopter ™~ |

ROTORUA (PA). — A deer recovery helicopter

operating in the Urewera National Park on Monday
-afternoon was hit and disabled by a rifle shot as it was
lifiing a deer from a clearing.

What is believed to have

He said future work in this
area would consider such
things as synchronizing
oestrus, increasing ovulation
rate by hormone therapy and
immunization, and advancing
the calving season.

This work, however, would |
not commence until the back- .

{| ground data on the biology of

reproduction had been col-
lectec!.

weisht (lean up to 65kg)
Grade AH $4.30/kg Carcass|:
weight (lean over 65kg)
Grade AD $3.40/kg Carcass
weight (overfat animals)
Grade AM $2.00/kg CarcassL
weight (manufacturing)

The killing charge is $35 per
head which will be payable by
the supplier and deducted
from schedule proceeds at the
time of pavment. NZDFA levy
of 8c/kg will also be deducted
.atthis time unless we are oth-
erwise instructed by sup-
pliers.

As well as the above sched-
ule; suppliers have the altern-
tive of owners account in
which case an interim pay-
ment will be made on the
same hasis as above.

-

EJ Wrightson NMA

VENISON SCHEDULE (RED DEER)

Owing to increased demand in export markets and some new
developments in cutting and packing techniques, Wrightson
NMA Ltd are able to offer the following schedule for deer
slaughtered at the Mosshurn D.S.P.

This schedule is effective from Monday, February 7 1983 for
the following week and thereafter will be reviewed on ap
weekly basis.

GRADE AL $4.10/kg Carcass weight (lean up to 65kg)
GRADE AH $4.30/kg carcass weight (lean over 65kg)
GRADE AD $3.00/kg carcass weight (overfat animals)
GRADE AM $2.00/kg carcass weight (manufacturing)

The above prices, inclusive of all by-products, will be paid
seven days after slaughter.

The killing charge is $35.00 per head which will be payable
by the suppiier and deducted from schedule proceeds at the
time of payment. N.Z.D.F.A. levy of Bc/kg will also be
deducted at this time unless we are otherwise instructed by
suppliers.

As well as the above schedule, suppliers will -have the
alternative of owners accounts in which case an interim
payment will be made on the same basis as above. :

Any adjustments to the schedule will be advertised and
enquiries regarding booking space and up-to-date schedule
levels should be directed to ‘ .

Phone Business 81-969

. Private
Allan Bradley . Te Anau 7746
Ray Smith llja‘ i3 Invercargill 75-289
96204

r—a

been a .303 bullet ripped
through the oil sump of the
Murupara-based Hughes |
300 helicopter while it was l
operating in the Waimana
Valley, near the village of |
Matahi.

According to the owner,
Mr Noel Galloway, of l

Murupara, the crew — Mr
G. Kane, the pilot, and Mr
W. Brown, the shooter —
were “lucky tobe alive.”

The bullet hit the
machine’s engine — under
the crew's seat — and Mr
Galloway said it was a race
against time for the pilot to
find a safe landing place.

“It's a wonder the
helicopter did not seize up
or explode,” he said. “The
men told me this guy just
stepped out of the bush
about 50 mefres away and
fired at the machine (from

: below).

“They saw him through
the smoke from the oil
pouring on to the engine
exhaust.”

Mr Kane flew the
machine — shedding a
clowd of oil smoke — to a
paddock near the Matahi
village. The helicopter was
still there yesterday unde
police guard. i -

Mr Galloway said: “‘If
that motor had not been
" there (under the crew’s
seat) someone would have
beendead.”

! INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY
i IN

during the week immediately prior

to the trophy shoot at a time when
disturbance of animals would frus-
trate the efforts of recreational hunt-
ers who will go into the area next
week at considerable expense and
with high expectations? \

If rifles are carried and an animal
of whatever species is shot, is any
‘compensation payable to the Crown
or to the Te Anau consortium?’’

Warren Taylor
Gore
[Asked to comment, the Commis-

sioner of Crown Lands, Mr J. P.
Harty, said: ‘“This department has

~not received any recent formal ap-

proach regarding the utilization of
the Eglinton block. The Land Settle-
ment Board proposes to develop this

« area for settlement of economic

farm units, but the final utilization of
the area will be determined by the
management plan which is currently
being prepared by the department.
The public have been invited to make
submissions to assist the department
in the preparation of the plan.

*“It is correct that a party of 10
people, made up of Forest Service
and park personnel, entered the wa-
piti area on March 14 and will come
out on March 19. The purpose of this
ground survey is aa attempt to as-
sess the number and type of animals
in the area during the roar. Rifles are
not being carried and any disturb-
ance is expected to be negligible. It
must be remembered that trampers
can walk through this area at any
time.

“A small New Zealand Forest
Service party undertook a routine
survey of pellet lines in the Catseye
area from March 10 to 16. Again, no
rifles were carried.”’] '

| VENISON SCHEDULE |
(RED DEER)

The Southland Farmers’ Co-
op Assn Lid Export Depart-
ment offer the following re-
vised schedule for deer
siaughtered at the Mossburn
DSP.
This schedule is effective
from Monday March 21, 1983
for the week following
Grade AL §4.5)/kg carcass
weight (lean up to 65kg)
Grade AH 3$4.30/kg carcass|
weight ((lean over 65kg) i
Grade AD 33.40/kg carcass
weight (overfat animals)
Grade AM $2.00/kg carcass
weight (manufacturing) "

The above prices, inclusive
of all by-products, will be paid
seven days after slaughter.

The usual Killing charge,
levy, and owners account op-
tions apply.

Further enquiries should be

lA;\r:jyladjuls]trl';lent's to the DEER FARMING ' directed to —
schedule will be advertised ! EVAN MACKIE
and enquiries i B : : An opportunity exists for investors to purchase deer and run
ing space and up-to-aate | VENISON SCHEDULE (RED DEER) ¥ on one of Phone business 81.929
!'schedule levels should be di- share basis. Home 59-364

SOUTHLAND FARMERS' CO-OP. ASSN LTD Export

them on one of Western Southiand’s top produt:}ng unitson a

39

4 - ‘ - ) . : i
| TR “gﬁ%’ﬁgn NMALtd. | Department offer the following schedule for deer slaughtered R further iformation wrileds K{ l 3181
4 : at the Mossburn DSP. ! ‘i 5
SI—QG%EI\EVREEE‘;ISF'ILL Thisschedule iseffective from Monday, February 14,1983 P423 TIMES I
: ‘| for the following week. A 92384 | —
oo Bradiey smor g TeAnau| | GRADE AL $4.10/kg — : = -
ay Smith 75-289Invercargill | GRADE AH $4.30/k 2 y : ,
817 | GRADE AD $3.00/ks e <3 HUGHES 269C HELICOPTER

GRADE AM $2.00/kg 7
The above prices, inclusive of all by-products, will be
paid seven days after slaughter.
Thekillingcharge is $35.00 per head which will be payable
by the supplier and deducted from schedule proceeds at the

ZK-HOF

The above helicopter, which has sustained a_ccidept
damage, is offeredfor sale by tender on an asis where is basis. l
Inspection may be carried out at 47 Henry Street, Te

time of payment. NZDFA levy of 8c/kg will also be deducted Anau. !
at this time unless weare otherwise instructed by suppliers. Tenders close with the undersigned at 4pm March 29,
As well as the above schedule, suppliers have the 1983

alternative of owners accounts in which case an interim
payment will be made on the same basis as above. '
Any adjustments to the schedule will be advertised and
enquiries regarding booking space and up-to-date schedule
' levels should be directed to:
EVAN MACKIE Phone Business 81-929
Home 59-364 -
84607

The highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

I. A. STRATHERN AND ASSOCIATES,
ID ,&? PO Box 5356,

HAMILTON

< P

9182
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Doubts On
- Wapr

The last article I wrote for
this newspaper was entitled
‘““‘Wapiti have place in Fiord-
land.”’

On July 21, 1982 this contention
was conceded by the Prime Minister,
Mr Muldoon. That same day the Min-
ister of Lands, Mr Elworthy, said
that the Southland National Parks
and Reserves Board should develop a
plan to allow a controlled number of
wapiti to remain in the Fiordland Na-
tional Park for recreational hunting,

This represented a major change
in direction by the Government and
was a red letter day for those of us
who had been involved in an almost
continuous 30-year struggle to retain
the resource— the only free ranging
herd of wapiti in the Southern Hemis-
phere— in this part of New Zealand, !

Although a sense of unease is de-
veloping over the matter I like to
take the positive view. We have won
this long battle and intend to see that
a high quality herd of wapiti is re-es-
tablished in this area of Fiordland.

There will be a need for vigilance.
Unwarranted demands for large
areas in the wapiti area for takahe
habitat, and red herrings like the
move to have Fiordiand declared a
World Heritage National Park — at

this stage — can well be regarded

with suspicion.

The effect of the deer industry on
the wild deer herds in New Zealand
could be compared to the probable
effect of a nuclear war on the human
race. Only those that have been well
hidden away have escaped the
holocaust. The effect on the sport of
hunting has been disastrous.

Thera ic gpather qide to the coin,
Mo« !
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By JACK McKENZIE,

member of the Southland National Parks and
Reserves Board,

of Leithen Downs, a

the presence of deer still continues
and it seems to me that the stoat gets
an easy ride.

A Tecent report quoting Mr G. W.
F. Thompson, MP for Horowhenua
and political head of the Wildlife
Service as saying that the wapiti re-
location programme had removed
much of the competition for the ta-
kahe’s food supply is evidence of the
confusion which exists about the wa-
piti and takahe areas. They are two
separate areas though a few takahe
live on the fringes of the wapiti area.
The great majority of the wapiti
caught so far, perhaps all of them,
will have been taken from areas that
have not seen a takahe in 100 years.

Fiordland Mystique

One of the greatest attractions in
Fiordland, for me anyway, is its
mystique. Even though they have
been domesticated and can be seen
on many farms, wapiti are still part
of that mystique. Equally so are the
rare birds. Though none of us would
like to see takahe die out, or be taken
away from the park, it seems ob-
vious that their only chance of sur-

H——— olmm e s,
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park and could carry out the breed-
ing and upgrading programme. The
contract was awarded to a Te Anau
based consortium.

Relocation

The fateful decision to proceed
with the project was announced in
one of his first decisions by the new
Minister of Lands and Forests, Mr
Elworthy on December 17, 1981. The
timing of the announcement, and the
fact the animals were to be removed
almost immediately without any re-
location area being selected made
many people very angry.

The storm raged for nearly seven
months. Mr Warren Taylor met the
Prime Minister Mr Muldoon, in July.
After a discussion with his col-
leagues Mr Muldoon issued a state-
ment which had the effect of defus-
ing the matter.

The National Parks and Reserves
Authority visited the south in Sep-
tember largely to satisfy a wish by
the Minister that they should in-

vestigate the wapiti matter and re-
port back to him. While in the district
they twice met representatives of

e
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Anau, from Fiordland stock. It

kilos. At this weight it would be

n el - 1 o~ his
Thismagnificent buil wapiti was bred by Mr Ev

R 6%,
an Meredith, of Te
is thought to weigh about 450 .

nearly twice the weight of a red

deer and in the top bracket for American wapiti,

Rodger, of Wanaka, that he was pre-
pared to carry on the capture pro-
gramme for the next two summers.
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scarred by earthguakes. Hunters say
that the country is poor, as have been
the deer and trophies taken there. It -
is over-run with goats. Many farms

©'ptine fraternity. The wapiti If thap is so then the second summer
N “fimeirround the area and I am told they
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Fuel contamination
Erobably caused a fatal
elicopter accident
near Milford Sound in
1979, the chief inspector
of air accidents, Mr R.
Chippindale has said in
a report.

As well, one of the occu-
pants was not wearing the
prescribed safety harness,and
this could have affected his
chances of survival.

The accident report has
just been released.

Deer shooter, Mr Alan
MacDonald died from his in-
juries a few hours after the
accident. The pilot and owner
of the Hughes 339HS hellcop-
ter, Mr Robert David Rich-
| ardson received serious in-
! juries and was rescued two
i days later.
|  The accident occurred a
| few kilometres south-west ot
Milford Sound on August 12,
1979 while the helicopter was
on a deer recovery expedi-
| tion.

i

Wa

Contam

Outlining the facts leading
up to the accident, Mr Chippi-
dale said the aircraft left Te
Aau at about 10am: It re-
fuelled first at Cascade and
again about 3.2 kilometres
from the accident site.

While flying down the Ar-

| thur river, about 24 to 30 met-

res above the ground at 40 to
60 knots, the red ‘‘engine out’
warning light came on.

The pilot looked for a suit-
able forced landing area.
Lake Ada lay directly ahead
and a steep cliff to the left.

An attempt was made 1o
mangeuvre the helicopter toa
small beach beside theriver.

After the aircraft hit the
ground the shooter set up the
emergency location trans-
mitter and protected the pilot
with a ‘‘space’ blanket and
two deer bags. He then cov-
ered himsell,

During the night the shoot-
er died and the pilot remained
immobilized until he was
found by the pilot of a search-
ing helicopter about 51 hours

ination Blamed

Medical evidence showed
the shooter's injuries were
consistent with his being
thrown from the aircraft
when he slipped through his
improvised harness during
impact. They precluded any
chance of survival unless he
had been rescued shortly af-
ter the accident.

The pilot's injuries were
consistent with being secure-
ly held in by a full harness as
the helicopter collided with
the ground and then being
thrown clear as the harness
came undone during the air-
craft's rebound.

His chances of survival
were significantly enhanced
by the actions of the shooter in
covering him before the onset
of heavy rain and snow show-
ers.

The pilot had made report-
ing arrangements with his
wife. She was not unduly con-
cerned when the first sched-
ule was missed as it was only
two hours after departure.

When the third schedule on

the morning of August 13 was

not kept, she contacted a

Fiordland National Park

ranger who referred the mat-

ter to the Te Anau police.
No Reply

The Christchurch Rescue
Co-ordination Centre was ad-
vised but did not reply that
day.

The first search aircraft
was tasked at about 1.45pm on
August 14.

Referring to the helicopter,
Mr Chippindale said the own-
er had experienced some
problems with water con-
tamination in the fuel filter
bowl. He had taken the pre-
cautionary measure of drain-
ing water from the bowl more
often than was normal.”

The bowl had been drained
only six hours flying time be-
fore the accident, but it con-
tained a significant amount of
water when opened at the ac-
cident site.’

Contrary to Instructions

In his conclusions, Mr Chip-
pindale said the pilot's meth-

od of draining the aircraft’s

later.

Council yesterday unanimously decided t
oppose the Government’s recently announced policy on tst:e presencg

of wapiti in the Fiordland National Park.

Gov’t Policy On |
p]%% Opposed

The Southland Unit:

The substance of the policy
was that wapiti be allowed to
remain in the park for another
five years, during which time
recreational shooting would
be allowed all year round.

They will be subject to se-
lective control measures
aimed at enhancing opportu-
nities for recreational hunt-
ing. during the five years the
wapiti area would be re-ex-
amined and, if necessary, re-
defined. A special scientific
committee will monitor the

. ‘'events of the period on nation-
| al park values.

A written report on the pol-
icy was prepared for the coun-
cil by the principal officer, Mr
P. W. Jones. He said that un-

less somebody was prepared
to stand up and oppose the pol-
icy, it could become per-
manent,

He suggested that the Gov-
ernment was being inconsist-
ent in its attitude towards the
animals. They had ori%}naﬂy
been a gift from the United
States Government, and as
such, Mr Jones said, they
should remain in this country
in perpetuity.

Cr R. D. McKenzie said it
was evident there was no
chance of completely eradi-
cating the animals, and no
other area was willing to take
the responsibility which re-
location would mean.

“If all the wapiti-type ani-
mals were taken out during

Supply Of
qur
Corig

A conting
for slaughtering been re-
ceived by the Southern Lakes
Venison Packers Ltd Moss-
burn plant. )

The company initially ex-
pected to curtail its slaughter-
ing season by the end of last
month because of a low de-
mand for killing space.

However, since the com-
pany announced that in-
tention, a continued supply of
animals has been put forward
for slaughter. %

The game meats manager
of the export division of Wil-
son Neill Ltd, Mr John Scan-
drett, said from Dunedin yes-
terday slaughtering would

es

two or three weeks.

That would mean the
slaughtering season would not
be much shorter than last sea-
son after all.

But he said he expected the
kill would be down at least 25
per cent on the 3200 total last
season.

sifoply of deer |

continue for at least another |

‘| in the specified area, but if '

the next five years there's no
doubt what would happen. I
don’t think this is desirable,”’
he said.

The council’s chairman, Cr
C. E. Bowmar, said he was
surprised at the attitude of the
National .Parks Authority.
The new Government policy
was almost identical to sug-
gestions made to the Minister
of Lands, Mr Elworthy, by
this body. ;

_ “I'm somewhat amazed at
its stance,’”’ Mr Bowmar said.
“I chought the members
had it clearly demonstrated to
‘them last year what South-
landers felt about the future
of the wapiti in Fiordland.

““Very Opposed”

“I don’t think it would be
too difficult to manage them

vince the inheritance it had,
and still wants.”’

_Cr E. P. Wilding said that
since the first wapiti had ar-
rived in New Zealand, the ani-
mal had developed into a dis-
tinctive strain. ‘

‘It’s bureaucracy, reaLﬁy
and truly, at work and I would !
oppose this policy very
strongly. It's nothing but put- ¢
ting off the evil day and dimin- |
ishing the herd in the pro- |
cess,”’ he said.

Cr H. L. Smith said the
united council should point |
out that what was required
was maintenance of the pre-
sent herd under a properly'
managed plan. {

“That necessarily takes
into account the presence of
superior type animals to
maintain the .quality of the
herd, and this would probably
mean doing away with year |
round shooting,’’ he said.

Highest Authority

Originally, the council de-|
cided to write letters of oppo-
sition to the NPA, the Min-
ister of Lands and the Labour
spokesman on lands. Cr Bow-
mar was not happy with this,
however, and he moved that
the protest should go to the
highest authority possible —
the Prime Minister.

This was eventually
adopted as a course of action,
with copies going to the afore-
mentioned people.

this is the' Government’s pol- |
icy then I would be very op- |
posed to it. We must be
strong, and demand that the

wapiti be retained in Flord-

{ (land and managed in a man-
. | ner which will give to the pro- |

For

fuel filter bowl was contrary
to the instructions relating to
disturbing the fuel system.

His use of a hydraulic filter
to remove contaminants
when refuelling out in the
field was unsatisfactory.

‘Nor was refuelling with
aviation kerosene which was
displaced
stocks by unfiltered bleed air |
from the helicopter's engine
compressor an approved sys-
tem. It included a potential
for contaminating the kero-
sene with water.

The probable cause of the
accident was the loss of the
aircraft’s engine power due to
fuel contamination when it
was flying over terrain unsui-

table for a forced landing.

The pilot’s reporting ar-
rangement was & common
sense alerting system for in-
itiating search and rescue ac-
tion in an area almost devoid
of Civil Aviation Division fa-
cilities.

The response of the RCC co-
ordinator to notification by

Crash

police that an aircraft was al-
ready 24 hours overdue was
unreasonably tardy.

Mr Chippindale said the pi-

lot was invited to make repre-
sentations and raised the fol-
lowing points:

@ He was operating the heli-

from drummed | copter too close to the min-

imum speeds to hold a reason-
able chance of a successful
auto-rotational landing in the
area of his operation.

@ The absence of suitable wa-
ter drains in the fuel system
was due to the delay in the
supply of ordered parts.

@ No suitable harness had yet
been devised to hold a shooter
securely while giving him the
necessary freedom to aim ac-
curately and shoot quickly at
fleeing game.

@ The harness fitted to the pi-
lot's seat was frequently
knocked undone in flight and
he recalled the same action
oceurring during the accident
sequence.

S

Wapiti Hunters
«ifs Delayed

rce south-westerlies in Fiordiand on
ed some of the hunting parties in the
the field yesterday. - -

Saturday and

A total of 95 participants
4 were originally balloted for
the 24 blocks, and about 80
were due to go into the blocks
{from yesterday.

A Driefing in Te Anau on
Saturday night was attended
by 70 hunters and the rest will
be briefed as they arrivein Te
Anau later this week.

Senior ranger, Ted Atkin-
son, said last night the hunt-
ers involved in the trophy
'shoot had generally been well
informed and appreciative of
the efforts involved in running
a trophy shoot.

Several parties who had
planned to go into their blocks
vesterday were foiled by the

' strong south-westerlies which |

| pounded the area all day.
Most parties going into the

| eastern blocks were able t0 g0

{ into the field.

Two Killed

I g /Lg;gash '
(PA) ELLINGTON

Two people were killed
when a helicopter crashed on
takeoff near Taupo last night.

They were the pilot, Joseph'
Charles Keeley, aged 35, and,
his passenger Miss Rose
Westerman, aged 22, both of
Taupe, Rotorua police said.

The Hughes 500D helicopter’
\| was taking off from a Taupe
farmlet at 8.10pm when the
accident occurred. A police
spokesman was unsure where |
the helicopter was going.

Police said an inspector of |
air accidents would be at the
scene this morning.

Strong and at times gale fo
yesterday prevent
wapiti trophy shoot from going into

Strong winds early yester-
day morning caused one of
Waterwings Airways float
planes to slip its mooring and
go on to the shore of Lake Te
Anau. The operator, Mr Chris
Wwillett, said the plane was
only superficially dami

Deer hgl_'aﬁ

TE ANAU

and was back on its moorings
yesterday.

He expected it would be
back in service in about two
days. )

In the meantime, he was
operating his service with one
float plane:

|

Extension

t

Deer slaughtering facilities at the

Southern Lakes Venison Packers Lid
Mossburn plant are expected to remain open
until the middie of next month.

The company initially ex-
pected slaughtering would
cease by the end of this month
because of the low demand for
killing space.

However, more animals
have come forward since the
company announced its in-
tention and the facilities will
remain open for a few weeks
yet.

The game meats manager
of the export division of Wil-

' son Neill Ltd, Mr John Scan-
drett, said from Dunedin yes-
terday slaughtering was
under review on a weekly

basis.

But he said he expected the
facilities would be oper-
ational for at least two weeks

after the Easter break.
Slaughtering continued un-
til the end of May last season.

High Price
It is thought the high price |
of velvet has encouraged
farmers to retain their stock.

A small seasonal work-
force is employed to handle
the slaughtering.

The factory will remain |
open to process feral deer. |

Wilson Neill and Alpine
Helicopters Ltd hold 52 per
cent of the shares in the Moss-
burn-based company. The re-
mainder is held by Seuthland
Farmiers' Co-operative Asso-
ciation Ltd and Wrightson
NMA Ltd.
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- Deer Control
ort :
aid : , @
X okk: Discussed
o . WANAKA
liz 'Deer numbers would rise throughout the
g Southland forest conservancy, should there

be a sustained reduction in commercial
recovery operations, the Otago National

The board was considering
areply from Mr M. J. Cuddihy
of the New Zealand Forest
Service, based in Invercar-
| gill, to a question raised by
the board.

Mr Cuddiby said that if deer
numbers increased to the
point where Forest Service
control action was necessary,
bearing in mind financial lim-
itations, control would be un-
dertaken according to a set of
regionally determined prior-
ities.

Establishment of those pri-
orities would be a matter for
the Forest Service in cop-
| sultation with the park
' boards, Mr Cuddihy said.

Commercial hunting pres-
sure had been maintained

g8 . REREFEIHSRAR_FRIER

Parks and Reserves Board heard on Friday.

since the 1977-78 survey of the:
park and on that basis, popu-
lation densities could be ex-
pected to be even lower than
the low levels recorded then.

The control plan for the
park prescribed a 10-year re-
measurement cycle.

‘‘Qur experience has been
that that time period will re-
main adequate for vegetation,
where changes are slow,” he
said. S

Animal populations could

increase or decrease more -

rapidly so the general policy
was to reassess wild animal
populations on a five-year
basis.

A wild animal survey wiil

be programmed for the park
for next summer, Mr Cuddihy
said.

— e e e —— e ——

SA .

This 10-point hybrid head is
one of the better trophies to
come out of Flordland in the
wapitl trophy shoot this year.
The successful hunter, Mr
Piki Amo Amo, of Te Anau,
described the head as of
medium quality. He shot it
this week in the Stina Burn,

an area where he shot a bet- |

ter quality trophy in 1875. Mr
Amo Amo plans to have the
trophy mounted. The shoot
finishes this weekend.

-

" First Annual
RED DEER FAWN AUCTION

Account
: MARANOA
(1.B. & J.W. Spiers)

apd Associates and by invitation entries a/c of:

DUNROBIN STAG RANGE, Mosburn, Southland
DEER ENTERPRISES (Mr and Mrs R. Herrick’s property)
i Tautane Stud, Onga Onga, C.H.B.
STEVENSON AND LEE, Waipukurau

PORANGAHAU DEER FARM
(J.S. Tully and Co:, Porangahau)

to be held on the property —

‘MARANOA’, Takapau
on Tuesday, May 17, 1983, at 1 .30pm
An exceptional yarding of 280/Red Deer fawns
cemprising.— :
~ 135 farm born and bred weaner hinds
__ 145 farm born and bred weaner stags -
280 Will be offerd.

Other entries include:— =

40 18 month hinds alc Stevenson & Lee,

'+ Waipukurau, (Well grown attractive hinds).

13 18 month hinds alc Deer Enterprises (Mr and
Mrs R. Herrick's property) Onga Onga, CHB.
(Well grown attractive hinds).

6 Mixed age hinds (good mouths).
! .. 8 Mixed age hinds (low sound rmouths).
8 Mixed age hinds (didn’t rear fawns last year).

22

Totoal Deer: 355

Auctioneers Comments: -
“Ail fawns are T.B. tested, farm born and bred capital
stoek from specially selected base hinds from Criffel
Game Park Ltd, Mararoa Station Ltd. Papamoa, Te
Awarua (8. Jennings. Southland), Dunrobin Stag
Range (Moesburn, Southlandj, West Dome Station
(Southland). Sired by top Rakaia and Dunrobin Stag
Range master stags. Fawns have been drenched and
handled regularly and have aise been vaccinated with
5 in 1 vaccines. Fawns are all used to eating grain
(maize and barley) and hay. Average fawn weights will
be announced on day of Auction, - S
All' hinds are T.B. tested and have been running with
top master stags. We' confidently recommend this
yarding to buyers requiring genuine quality farm deer.

i For further information please contact:

‘ David Ward 750-161 Hastings after hours, or
., HBF Dalgety Ltd  66-116 Hastings business, or
; lan Spiers 38 Takapau (AN

2% rebate commission will be paid to non-
participating companies: purchasing deer at this
Auction. Light luncheon available.

I = = N VT e R e
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Thursday night. «

1 Mr Yeates was ‘a3 very

good, long-term employee" of
Alpine Helicopters, which
employed himasa deer hunt-
er, Mr Spary said.

The Hughes 500 Alpine heli-
copter Wwas carrying Mr
Yeates back to the company's
base ship, the Ranganui, after
| a day's hunting. It crashed at
Crooked Arm, in Doubtful
Sound.

The Te Anau police were
notified at 9.30 on Thursday
night that the helicopter was
overdue. )

At first light yesterday, a
.| search was activated by the

L —

g = k-' -

«“He was a very, very fine man.”’ ﬁ%%ms;mry, general
: ~year

manager of Alpine Helicopters, said last night
Geofirey Yeates, of Te Anau, who

Rescue Co-ordination Centre |
in Christchurch, using local
craft and operators.

The crashed craft was
found only 11 minutes after
the search began, when a sig-
nal from its emergency loca-
tor transmitter beacon was
picked up.

‘Location of the helicopter
was further helped by a fire,
lit by the pilot, 25-year-old
Stuart John Feaver.

Mr Feaver, another Te
Anau employee of Alpine
Helicopters, received a bro-

ken ankle, severe bruising
about his right eye and bruis-
ing about the rib cage in the
crash. He was taken to the Te
Anau Medical Centre, treated

! and discharged.

An inspector of air acci-“
dents will investigate the
crash site today. (

-old Colin

was killed in a helicopter crash on

Mr Spary said that until his
findings were released, the
cause of the accident would
not be known.

Mr Feaver was also the pi-
lot of ahelicopter involved in
a fanl crash between
Waiohai and Ruatahuma, in
the eastzrn Bay of Plenty, on
June 8, 981.

Two Hrmer Te Anau men,
BernardCyril te Moana-Nui-
a-Kiwa Hilroy and John Red-
mond Githrie, were killed in
that crah.

Mr Fewver received serious
head ancchest injuries.

500 helicopter, which
crashed at Crooked Arm, in

night, killing Mr Colin

ver, also of Te Anau recelv

minor injuries.

1 b e e

rey Yeates, of Te Anau. The |
pilot, Mr Siuart John Fea- :

.-'l‘he wreckage of the Hughes [

Doubtful Sound, on Thursdar |

|



7/4 h Fourth

| Annual ,
RED DEER FAWN AUCTION

Account
CENTRAL GAME PARTNERSHIP
and by invitation entriesg account of:
MR D.C. MALING (Haunui Farm), Wanstead

MR B. LINDEMAN, KALIMNA LODGE RED DEER STUD,
) A Greenmeadows, H.B,

SKAGEN DEER (Bruce and Clint Thomsen). Takapau.

e e L

TANIWHA GAME FARM (B.E. & R. Mabin),
Sot + Taniwha, Waipukuray
Bo to be held on the property —
Na ‘TANIWHA’, Waipukurau ‘
ret | | on Wednesday, May 18, 1983, at 1.30pm *
Acci | ' /An exceptional yarding of 335 Red Deer Fawns will be |
m offered comprising:— ' |
1 Sep! | 175 farm born and bred weaner hinds I’ }
D The - 160 farm born and bred,weaner stags
D 335 !
mg Auctioneers Comments: _
olicy All fawns offered.are farm born and bred capital stock
ional | from specizally selected base hinds from Criffel Game {
OT Wi | Park Ltd, Mararoa Station Ltd, Mt Peel Station and
 furt { Dunrobin Stag Range, and other well known South
The | Island properties.
erste | All fawns are T.B. tested, drenched and handled
m regularly, sired by top master stags, vaccinated with 5
" Fig i1 1 vaccine and Salmonella vaccines. All fawns are
han, extremely quiet and used to handling and have been
ckal fed concentrates je, grain and hay on a regular basis. k.
uppé We confidently recommend this yarding to buyers
nimn: fequiring genuine quality farm deer.
u:c; For further information please contact: ,
T €t David Ward _' 750-161 Hastings after hours, or
ster: HBF Daigety Ltd  66-116 business hours. -
f% { 2% rebate commission will be paid to non- .
ake particinating companies purchasing deer at this
ote: Auction. Light luncheon available,
abit
) Tk
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Area Possible

agement areg gn
and the takshe habitat,
€ “'Al the end of 1y fivi

tives could be met| tria; ional Parks 4.
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: uclaring the herd, he said.
on long- 1 spite of Mr Elworthy*
Elworthy assurances, the conferenjé:
tarried a remit from the Wal-
Igc_e and Clutha electorates

term policy,’

" Mr
¥ said, ;
national park valyes

AS a result of sﬂstéined na-
tiona]

| formati
| Management area in the
will be investigated,

The remit criticized the |
A committee fias been set

“‘apparent lack of action on |

i he part of the Minister of

D to review fro s b that area should not be Up-| Lands and Forests™ in imple-

et el ation dur- Eraded by the introduction of mentinga National caucys de-

mits will pesd atil}ntmg Per-| high quality livestock,”" the| cision Fequiring management

The Commitis Wl!ﬁ‘ ol Minister saiqd, of Wapiti in the park for recre-
‘on the effect ofa wapiti man. A contraet is being_ Carried i gél:]rggilsh;;la[;ng Baer DECEI‘TE- |

piti Managemeﬁﬂ”

{_

'Deer Farming Ente
rbe New Era

‘Southland deer farmer
deer farmer representatives on the Game I
Formal legisiation to estab-

lish the new body is expected
in' the next few weeks and,
when formed, the Game In-
dustry Board will attempt to:

co-ordinate the
all farmed deer

industry,
The principal function

also monitor the qual

exporters
around 500 tonnes

economy or scale to carry o

New to exporting and virtual
none have experience in ma
farmed venison "
said.

Mr Whyte has

the board will be to issue and
control export licences, as a
positive means of Strength-
ening the export of deer prod- h
uc{sngr Whg(tle said. It would | Board would be the beginning

standards of such products,
"'At the moment we have 70 : :
chasing  after | Viewasa farmer, I believe we

of product

{ | @nd none of them have the
this function efficiently. Also, -
most of these exporters are | Price
keting Venison, let alone
Mr Whyte | Cass.

been actively | the farmed deer indusiry has

rs

By JOHN CUTT, Agricultural Editor

and businessman, Mr Herby Whyte, has been appointed one of five
ndustry Board, $00n to be formed,
Up 2 Game Industry Board. |.Ltd, a specialty agricultural
Mr Whyte is the only South equipment importing and dis-
Island deer farmers’ repre- | tribution company, which last
sentative, along with four | vear extended its operations |
from the North Island, ap- t0 Australia. b
pointed by the new Zealand By growing on leased
Deet Farmers' Association. | blocks I found where potatoes .
; Erew best,” he said. “The || )
Ryal Bush-Lochiel area con- | e |
sistently produced the best "- S |
Crops-so that was where I con- e :
centrated my operations and -
eventually took up several . \
long term leases with the op- Al ._}
tion to buy. " “?'5 a
That was back in 1971, &
In order to spell the blocks o WS
r'om continuous potato cropp-
ing, Mr Whyte began to grow Mr Herby Whyte
cereals. Crop rotations are |mercial red deer herd and§
now potatoes from grass for |elite breeding herd. _
one year, followed by two This elite herd COonsisig
€rops of wheat, one of oats |animals that have been
and back into grass, lected for such traits as
“This was quite profitable weight growth rates
in the early 1970s when costs months, looks, confor
were relatively low. But by |and animals that are 1
the mid to late 1970s inflation | type, Stags are asses
went ahead of our income and | three and four years of
we also began-to experience |both their velvet producg
an increasing disease prob- |and growth rate,

of

Confident

Mr Whyté said he was con-
fident that the Game Industry

ity | of a new era in the New Zea.
land farmed deer industry. _
“From my own point of

A,

should be able to maintain our
Present prices, or better, for
venison.""
Last season the average
for venison was around
$4.10 to $4.50 a kilogram, Mr
Whyte said. By-products re-
turned around $50 per car-

Ut

ly
=

Mr Whyte's involvement in

- | lem in the crops. Asa further move to o ‘
promoting - deer farming in | been the natural result of his | “ugy | began to look for |ue a planned improven
Southland for several years | philosophy of achieving the
and has been th

tion three years ago.

Concern

has
in the industry's
united determination to come
together to sort out mutual

all parties involved in the deer
industry,"” Mr Whyte said.

A Game Export Advisory
Committee was Sel up some

tatives and four representa-

tives of game industry pro-

|| €essors and exporters.

,]' This was a ligison com- |
1mlttee designed to sort out

i\ eachother’s problems, and in-
vestigate proposals to put be-
fore Government for legisla-

il tion to be brought down to set

—.

€ secretary of
the Southland Deer Farmers’
Association since its forma-

I ngineering a renticeship in
Over a period of time, the f g app 5
New Zeqland Deer Farmers'

something that would gi

P better returns out of
through the most efficient and than that from shee;g)mor tion, a number of Ca
economical use of the re- cattle.” wapiti and elk were imporg ‘
| Sources of land and capital, ] in 1981. These were Joined [
This philosophy developed Research month by a second import
while he was completing an

The fattening of several :;o;l'esor 10, nine-month §
hundred cattle and the re- : . b
[ aring of two-tooth ewes had hegﬁr g{’effedsa’d lgf elk b
been a part of his overall farm eve“ bett e ety
operation for the best part of 1 er _converters g
10 years. gr:qss than red deer,
The decision to convert his 3

nvercargill. At the same
time he was also growing po-

Mr Whyte quickly came to

realize that a good return was | Sheep and beef area into deer
possible from potatoes pro- | Was made in ‘T‘:S' a}‘ler he had manager, Mr Geor:
viding the operation was | Seen the results of research

mechanized. He therefore im-
Ported specialized equipment
and began to grow large acre-

work at Invermay. anAqstra_llanwhohasw
This research yhad shown foylggtbs;?;e ligeg
that deer were twice as hilosophy  ang o
efficient converters of grass pl jorobny and  are -
10 lean red meat as sheep or | P gte[!h}( 1 ine with each off
cattle. The financial returns | 'S thinking," he said.
possible from farmed deer
were alse estimated to be at P"'ﬂtable
least twice that gained from | “‘Ibelieve We can produgceg
other livestock. profitable quality red m
The sale of the cattle and | product from £rass with d
sheep enabled him to move | that doesn’t have any
quickly into a deer breeding | petitors, No other coun
operation.

Company

From only a few acres, he
gradually increased the area
in potatoes to around 90 hec-
tares grown on leased land
over a wide part of the pro-
vince,

The unavailability of the
Machinery in New Zealand
that he required to plant and
harvest this acreage, led to
the formation of Farmrite

Although there were com
tries with large deer herds,
they were years behind Neg'
Zealand in terms of t
nology and practical e
rience and breeding, he
Deer farming was a upj
New Zealand industry and e
could not see it being over :
taken byanyothercountry
il at least the turn of the ceg:
| tury, ;
| *"And we know we are abj
! to command a high price fo
'the products on the wo
| markets through a unite
strong marketing front,” §
| said.

Mr Whyte hasclose to 360ha
runming a large scale com-

| “Deer products should b
| promoted at the price
can command," he said. *
Game Industry Board wil
deavour to see that this
done to the benefit of the deer
farmers and the country.
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Establishing wapitl in
ldea,”

Park was a ‘‘good

Plan for Wapiti
3. Supported

the Fiordland National

a defined area of
the vice-president

Deerstalkers’ Association, Mr John Bamford,

ir Bamford was replying
an announcement at the
2kend by the Minister of
wds, Mr Elworthy, that the
ectives of both hunters and
ronmentalists could be
t by the establishment ofa
piti herd in a defined area
the park, in numbers con-
lled in such a way as to
ve a negligible impact on
» patural ecosystems and
tional park values.
Mr Bamford greeted the
nouncement with ' ‘guarded
timism.""
Upgrading the wapiti and
tting them into a defined
ea in the park was some-
ing the recreational hunters
«d been seeking for four to
ye years, he said.
However, the association
as guarded in its optimism
at this would happen be-
yuse of problems in the past
ith the Southland Parks and
eserves Board.
] have no faith in the abili-
y of the board to reflect pub-
¢ opinion,”” Mr Bamford

aid.

“Until the Minister or the
National Parks) Authority
an get the board to come info
ne withwhat they are saying

we have got to be guarded.

““The Minister has the pow-
er to direct the board but he
hasn’t shown a willingness to
do this at this stage,” Mr
Bamford said.

Also, he said, the recrea-
tional hunters were not con-
vinced of the need for the
committee set up to review
the wapiti situation during a
five-year period.

Already Available

Mr Bamford said the infor-
mation to be gained by such a
study was already available
through the Forest Service
Research Institute and local
knowledge, especially from
the Southland conservancy of
the New Zealand Forest Serv-
ice.

He felt the commitiee was
a waste of time and a *‘fob
off."”

The Recreational Hunting

of the New Zealand
said last night.

piti area was foolish. |
The bird would not survive
against the predators, hesaid.
The two areas — the wapiti
and takahe — did not clash at
present as. they were divided
by the middle fiord.
However, there were
moves to reduce the size of
the wapiti area and the associ-
ation would be guarded in its
approach to that, he said.
There was talk of a line
being drawn along the divide’
which takes virtually all of
the eastern watershed out of
the wapitl area.
*“That is not acceptable."”
Mr Bamford said he wanted!
to thank the Minister for what
he was trying to doin anawk-
ward situation. It was diffi-|
cult for the Minister to move, !
and that was why it was going |
to take a long time to sort the
matter out.

Council has been asked to
nominate somebody to the
committee but has not doneso
at this stage.

“It probably will, but it is

not certain it will go along |

with it," Mr Bamford said.
Other parties to serve on

the committee had already

|put forward their nomi-

nations.
“We have had five-year
type periods before, and al
was lost at the end of it."”
Animal numbers were get-
ting low, and the wapiti num-
bers were even lower.
Protection
He did not think the wapiti
herd could stand a five-year
lapse without some sort of
protection on the shooting of
the animal.
" This protection should take

of a park board policy such as
shooting the red deer and

leaving the wapiti until an |

area was defined.
<] don't think the herd can

years,'' Mr Bamford said.
The association’s national
executive will meet with the

| park board on June 29, in Te

‘Anau, and Mr Bamford said
he was hopeful some good

the form of the enforcement |-

A strong campaigner to|
keep the wapiti in the park,
Mr Warren Taylor, of Gore,
also complimented El-
worthy for * ‘making sense"" of |
the issue.

-
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By Graeme Colman

Court punishment
meted out to a man
who last month shot
down a helicopter is
enraging the
country’s airborne
deer hunters.

They say the sentence
is too light to “make the
skies safe’.

And they're saying if
,the men on the ground
are going to “win" in
court, then the men in

4 the air are going to start

shooting back.
Unemployed 4l-year-
old Thompson Tuna, of
Waimana, has been fined
$500 and ordered fo pay
$20 court costs and $4056
restitution for firing a
.303 rifle at a Hughes 300
helicopter on March 7.

The sentence was
handed down by Judge D.
B. Wilson in the
Whakatane District Court
when he found Tuna guil-
ty of firing the rifle “with
intent to cause danger"
to the aircraft.

|
]

. Wapiti Programme
3kk: Not Notified

TE ANAU

!
l The chief ranger of the Fiordland National Park, Mr Paul Green,

has had no official notification of the propoesal to reintroduce an
upgraded strain of wapiti to the wapiti management area of the park.

stand a holding period of five |

The proposal was made by
the Minister of Lands and
| Forests, Mr Elworthy, to the

National Party's Otago-

Southland conference in

Dunedin last Saturday.

Mr Green said that the pro-
' posal would no doubt be in-
vestigated by the committee

set up to undertake a five-
year study of the long-term
policy to be adopted for the fu-
ture of the wapiti.

The committee will com-
prise representatives from
the Forest Service, Landsand
Survey Department, South-
land National Parks and Re-

would come from this meet-

be

serves Board, New Zealand
Deerstalkers’ Association
and the Wildlife Service.
The study period will begin
when the commercial heli-
copter wapiti relocation pro-

ject finishes on December 31. °

Mr Green said that after

this date, recreational hunt-

ing of all types of deer would
permitted in the wapiti

formatio
Sought

n Shooting

As of last night, no informa-
tion had been received re
garding the Anzac weekend |
shooting of a stud red deer
hind at Criffel game park,
near Wanaka.

The $2000 hind was found
dead about two days after it
had been shot with a high pow-
ered rifle, [t was the only ani-
mal Injured among the 3000
herd on the three farms that,

| comprise the game park.

The manager of the game

night
ing
with the aid of a spotlight. He
knew of no motive for the
shooting, and no meat had
been taken from the six-year-
old animal. !

There was no precedent for
the killing, he said.

A $1000 reward has been of-
fered by the game park for in-

formation supplied to Wa-
naka’s Semnior Constable
Pierson, which results in the
conviction of the person or

i‘persons involved.

ing.
He agreed that the takahe

should have first prierity for 1

food and habitat, and for
people to talk about re-
locating the bird into the Wa

———

| block all year round. Helicop-
ter operations would be re-
stricted to the capture of red
deer and hybrid species only.
Applications for hunting
permits would be processed
through the usual channels at
| Fiordland National Park

HOPPER |
"HUNTERS
'ENRAGED!

Threat 1o shoot back

But the helicopter’s
pilot, 29-year-old father
of four Gordon Kane told
Truth: “The sentence is
too light. I've talked with
deer recovery operators

t the country
and they say this guy
(Tuna) has got off sweeL.”

Mr Kane said the shot
Tuna fired into the heli-
copter, flying 100 metres
above him at Matahi, in
hill country 490 Kkilo-
metres south west of
Whakatane, could have
killed.

. The bullet penetrated
the oil sump — and more
than three quarts of oil

out on to the hot
exhaust system.

Bullet and engine cas-
ing fragments stopped
the piston engine.

Higher

“If that bullet had gone
a little higher it would
have gone through our
backs,” Mr Kane  told
Truth.

He had talked with the
Commissioner of Police
and the Director of Civil
Aviation before charges
were laid against Tuna
— and claimed both said
the gunman would be
“taken to the cleaners”.

“The charges should
have been a lot more
serious. Our lives were
endangered,” Mr Kane
said.

It was the first charge

1aid relating to a shooting
in which a helicopter had
been shot down.

In other incidents
pilots had been shot at —
but had kept flying.

Said Mr Kane, a pilot
for six years and now
flying tourists at Fox
Glacier: “A lot of the
(deer recovery) pilots
were watching this as a
test case.

“The police have often
said that if someone fired
at an aircraft and
brought it down the
charge would be at-
tempted murder. ;

“Now this guy (Tuna)
has got a fine and a
‘please pay to fix it'.

“I'm concerned about
what might happen new.

“Up till. now the re-
covery operators haven't
fired back. Now the per-|
son on the ground seems
to be the winner, and
there is talk in the pubs
of shooting back.”

Truth could not obtain
comment from Civil
Aviation last week onf
whether it was still in-
vestigating the chopper
downing and whether
further charges against
Tuna were being comn-
sidered under the Civil
Aviation Regulations
(1953).

The regulations make
it an offence for anyone
to act in a way which af-
fects the safety of an air-
craft or its crew.

park, Mr Les Smith, said last |
he suspected the shoot- |
had taken place at nignt, |

t‘.
|

| headquarters, Mr Green said.




! the New Zealand Deer Farm-

eer Indu

stry Has

= (yood Record

Deerfarming now had an ““air of confidence”

form of farm diversification,
The retiring president of

ers' Association, Mr Bernard

indicators of the confidence | necessary to avoid recovery
that there now was in the in- t : (
dustry. The limited amount of | ture deductions severely in-

of the development expendi-

as it consolidated its position as an acceptable

ing with Wapiti wouid also be
seen in the carcass weight of |
slaughtered ‘deer as well as ’

[

SOUTHLAND

B e e e S e L e e

ROSEDALE DEER SALE
THE 4TH AUCTION SALE OF SELECTED

FARM RED DEER
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meeting in Wellington, yes selling for  satis y dispozals’ Tead similarly | New Zealand now is no valid .
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"LIGHT LUNCHEON AVAILABLE
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:

All the above stock will be TB tested before the sale and
interested buyers may inspect the offering from 1lam on the
day of sale.

All deer have been selected from top South Island Deer
.| Properties and can be recommended to intending purchasers,

For further inquiries contact
SOUTHLAND FARMERS' CO-OP ASSN LTD
Phone 81-929 | nvercargill
;AFTER HOURS

Geoff Erskine
Evan Mackie

Government had altered the
taxation requirements for
syndicates of more than six
people and had subtly and sen-
isibly modified the provisions
regarding stepping stone
farmers by exempting those
on their first move only.

Tuberculosis

The TB problem in farmed |
deer was also of concern to : f
the association. In spite of the |
informationon TB, Mr Pinney r

lems.”" Mr Pinney concluded.

important part in the estab-
lishment of the industry, he
said.

“The restraints on city in-
vestment have meant that
most of the impetus for pre-
sent and future capital in-
vestment is now coming from
the farming community it-
self.

“To be fair, there is a feel-
ing in some farming areas
that this is where the main
drive should come from any-
way."”

Mr Pinney said he did not
| entirely accept that view, and

considered there was room
for a mix of both city and rur- | ““The NZDFA has not wa-

.| al involvement. vered in its pursuit of this ob-
“'In fact one can argue that ;“eﬂ“’e-" he S:ﬂ- “and has e ' -
(| this mix is highly desirable in | kept up pressure in con-:

that it Earcesga c!iroser rapport | junction with Federated. DEER HUNTERS ’
between the two sectors, | Farmers to establish com.. Game Recovery Ltd An-|’
which, sadly to say, have been | Pulsory testing, | " hounce the results of the Hunt-
steadily moving further and “The industry cannot af-. ing Competition which took

further apart in recent years. | ford to carry on any longer " Place over the Roaring Sea-
‘| Anything which bonds a com- | With some of the sloppy atti- SOl s i
munity must be preferable to | tudes towards the eradication Ist. Hunter with most weight
systems which divide it,”” he | of this disease, Whilst we ap- J. Tuuta, Tuatapere

78-097 Invercargill
59-364 Invercargill \
23990

considered there was stiil
some uncertainty
deerfarmers- about
pulsory TB testing.

Auctions

among
com-: !

DEER AUCTION
CANADIAN ELK NEW ZEALAND WAPITI X

Account Criffel Game Park, Wanaka
i on Tuesday, June 21, at 1pm.

2 .m0 SSRREERT R dRe BERPRA NSO DR A0, 0 ERESERE

' The following Stock will be offered:
14
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ﬁi Following the August 1982 :‘s':lrhy aci:s e;tgb]en{:) rov%wep r? s Renwick) 10 g{;):gner Wapiti X Hinds up to 85 kg LW (to be sold in
budget, which was aimed at testi d era- Agent — V. Stuart : ;
. reforming the taxation sys- | GEeXires for lesting and era. s 2 M) ath Wapiti X Hinds (to be soldings)
5 tem as it affected city in- apparently highly infectious 3rd. Hunter with most weight 20 MJA RedHinds (o besoldinﬁ; )
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= the “contradictions and M-l are  certified clear fore Hunter with Heaviest Deer imported Canadian Elk out of New Zealand Wapati have been
"[. _lustices which the budget im- being landed on the pre rty | Murray Latta, offered for sale and as seen by live weights above they are
: posed. . . | can certainly help. Boi the ' Edendale truly a magnificent example of the cross, All weaners have
pri Mr Pinney said the associ- | yrap and the NZDFAca \lso Agent V. Mahon | been weaned for 8 weeks and fed under cover. All stock can be
E ation had been particularly | help deerfarmers chec, the Game Recovery Litd thank all; thoroughly recommended to intending purchasers,
ol y F°ﬂ‘39i‘g$§ a:-;?e "“"gﬁﬁf ;‘;:1 disease status of herds v ich Hunters who took part in the | Enguries to:
| rospec uses have deer for sale."

above Competition. N. J. Dowling, Livestock Manager |
S WRIGHTSON NMA LTD, Alexandra Phone 8029
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Green holds a wild young
hind captured on farmland at
Rakauhauka yesterday.

————f

Helicopter pilot Mr Trevor

#

too.

Wwild deer have been
‘spotted living far from their
more recognized habitats in
the bush areas of Southland,
on the outskirts of Invercar-

ill.
s They have been seen in the
Awarua Bay area around Sea-
ward Bush, off Tiwairoad and
in the peat bogs around Maka-
rewa and Rakauhauka.

The operator of a live deer
capture business using heli-
copters, Mr John Dennis, said
he knew of at least four or five
wild deer living at Seawafd
Bush at the moment. He said
he thought the attraction
could be the number of deer
farms in the area.

Mr Dennis’s firm has been

capturing 10 to 15 wild deer in

! the vicinity of Invercargill
| every year since 1874 ’

He said the amazing thing

to him was how they had got

there and lived right on the

| door step of the city without
anyone knowing about them.

One deer caught recently
had been living in a patch of
choumoellier and using it as
cover from the surrounding
area.

Another had been running
up and down the back fence of
a deer farm near Seaward
Bush at night. -

The deer living in the
Rakauhauka and Makarewa
areas must have come from

efr loe
= To City

Not only people are moving from the

country to the city in greater numbers in
modern times — the trend affects wild deer

the Hokonui hills, he said. To
do this they would haye had to
cross large areas of farm
land, probably moving at
night.

—

Pet f

Farmers th

|| They have to ask them-

| selves whether they want a
;new challenge, will they ac-
| | cept the risk and what does
! ' the family think about it.
| All this should be assessed
« I{ in a written list of the objec-
| tives, the positive and nega-
tive aspects, the cost of get-
' ting started and the likely
returns.

This was the initial formula
offered would-be deer farm-
ers by Mr Ewan Talbot, a
Ministry of Agriculture advis-
er of Alexandra, at a seminar

, 0N game-raising in Wanaka
this week. ;
_ He said it was important to-
', | find out how the family view-'
ed such a venture because it
was going to be heavily in-
volved.

After the key questions had
been resolved, the farmer
.couid go on to look at the eco-
nomic side, and the limita--
tions imposed by land, labour
and finance.

All Information

_Mr Talbot suggested the as- :
piring deer breeder collect all
the information possible from
all sources, not just from Min-
istry experts or field days.

Dr Geoff: Moore, of the In-
vermay research centre,
gave the audience of nearly 80
people some details of antler
comparisons and the in-
troduction of wapiti strains in
| the red deer herds to increase
| the production of velvet.

He said that in the United
[States wapiti produced up to
| four times as much velvet as
{red deer, while the Korean
. market put a premium of 200
| to 300 per cent on wapiti vel-
vet.
| He suggested that in New
' Zealand, after allowing for

Aspiring Breeders’
List Suggested

WANAKA

g of diversifying into deer breeding should settle

extra feed and other costs,
wapiti strains might giveare-
turn of $168 in antler velvet
for every $100 earned from
red deer. !
Prevention

Mr Gilbert Van Reenon, a
Wanaka veterinarian, urged
deer farmers to go for pre-
vention rather than cure in

three questions before starting to work on the figures.

their attitude to animal
health. - -

He said disease and in-
fections developed much
more rapidly in game than in |
domestic stock and some .
treatments such as drenches
which were effective on cattle
and sheep did not work on
deer:

Pet Foo

processed in a larg

Southland and Otago.

MISLTY O Agricuiure ana r1sn-
eries inspectors have uncovered &
processing and distribution operation
which has been supplying illegal pet
food to retail outlets from Oamaru to
Invercargill, and in Central Otago.

As a result of these intensive in-
vestigations during the past three
weeks, the prosecution of one person
is pending for allegedly processing pet
food on unlicensed premises.

““Tonnes" of pet food had been re-
covered, the supervising inspector of
the MAF's meat division in Otago, Mr

David Gowan, said in Invercargill last
night.

The operation had been ‘‘fairly
jarge’’ and well set up, hesaid. He had
been ‘“somewhat amazed" by the
amount of meat involved.

While tests on meat seized had not
been completed, he believed the ma-
jority was horse flesh. There.was also
meat from cattle beasts.

Mr Gowan -warned retailers to
check that all meat they handied had
been processed on licensed premises.
He said that, unfortunately, in this

d Supplies Seized

e-scale illegal operation has been marketed throughout

case, it appeared that retailers had
been selling the pet food, believing “in
all innocence’ that it had been pro-
cessed on licensed premises.

The meat processed illegally had
been retailed through three shops in
the Invercargill area, he said.

There are no plans to prosecute lo-
cal retailers, but Mr Gowan warned
that retailers, for their own good,
<hould know they could be prosecuted

' for having uninspected meat on their
premises.
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Opens Tonight

. open the 35th annual conference of the

New Zealand

' Deerstalkers’ Association in Te Anau tonight.

The MP for Wallace, Mr Derek Angus, will officially [
|

Between 200 and 300 deé-
tes are expected to attend
tehgz four-day meeting, which
is being held at the
‘Fiordland Motor Lodge.
. As well as a long list of
|remits, about 15 supplemen-
tary discussion papers and
‘reports will be presented,
‘along with the annual re-
ports from the wapiti com-
‘mittee and the national
'president, Mr -J. B.

tative of the Rakiura Maori
Land Trust.
Arms Statistics

One of the more contro-
versial topics for discussion
will be a paper on police
firearms statistics. It covers
six months research by the
NZDA into the validity and
accuracy of police offences
reported involving firearms
abuse.

Henderson.
| Conference business will ||
‘occupy all of tomorrow |
morning. In the afternoon |
delegates will be able to take
1a launch trip around Lakel
iTe Anau, before resuming |
|their business in the even- |
ling.

All of Friday and Saturday
will be taken up with confer-
ence matters, which are ex-

pected to be completed by | -

5.30pm on Saturday.
Guest speakers will in-

clude the chairman of the NZ |

-National Parks Authority, |

‘Mr D. Thom:; the conservator

,of forests for Southland, Mr
Keith Pryor; and a represen-

e el

J

A SNOWY landscape which | and Reserves Bust

Anau yesterday. ¢ %«3
Before the openin _the
the New Zealand Deer-|NZDA's annual conference

stalkers' Association and the |last night, the two bodies
{Souﬁuand National Parks | met

prompted many anxious in-
quiries into the state of the
roads greeted members of

| hunting advisory committee |
| “seem willing or capable” of |

Te| ive atﬁtud&s towards game
control in the Fiordland
Naticnal Park.

the chairman of the parks
2 board, Mr C. J. McFarlane:
to discuss their respect- | board

Among the remits is one:
which brings attention to the
ongoing destruction happen- !
ing to hunters’ vehicles at

parks and recreational hunt-
ing areas.

The
neither

the national recreational

preventing this vandalism,

The report of the wapiti ;

‘committee, prepared by
[national vice-president, Mr
rJ. C. Bamford, condemns

totally the “meanderings of |

‘the Minister of Forests, Mr
Elworthy, and his adminis.
tration in their misguided

efforts to commercialize and |
relocate the only herd of !

American elk in the
Southern Hemisphere.”
These efforts, the report
Says, are against advice from

conservationists, ree-|

reational hunters and some

departments within the Gov- |

ernment itself:

A report is to be presented
Iby the national hig game
{trophy committee outlining

the finalization of the print-
ing of the first “New Zealand

car parks within forest|

ZDA contends that |
¢ NZ Forest Ser-|
vice, the Government nor|

The report was addressed
to the NZDA’s annual con-
| ference which opened in Te
' Anau yesterday.

“We are sure no one else
advocates such a bizarre
undertaking and our stand is
adamant that no liberation
should take place,” said the
executive.

‘“The wapiti area of
Fiordiand should be the site
for any efforts to tap the
recreational value of our
New Zealand wapiti.”

The executive recorded its
appreciation of the open con-
tact prevailing between it
and personnel from the

Big Game Trophy Record
(Book,” due for release in the
|near future. L

From left,

member, Mr Les !

Henderson; national
retary of the NZDA, Mr
Shelby Grant; national
president of the NZDA, Mr
John Henderson; and the
national vice-president,

Lands and Survey Depart-

. ment and the National Parks

Authority.

.

‘e

The wapiti relocation pbliey now appears to be the personal
Forests, Mr Elworthy, backed by his advi
of the national executive of the New

“Regretfully, we can not
report a similar state of af
fairs with respect to the head
office of the Forest Service.
One meeting with the Minis-
ter of Lands and Forests was
arranged (during the vear)
only after persistent re-
quests on our part, and our
efforts to plead with him to
reverse his policy with re-
speet to wapiti relocation
were denied,” the report
said.

On the international
scene, the NZDA last year
gained membership of the
prestigious Safari Club In-
ternational — an affiliation
which has seen that organiz-
ation publish a number of
NZDA views and policies,

“The organization’s con-

VISOry committee, acco
Zealand Deerstalkers Association.

tact with SCI is seen as a
means of reinforcing our ties
with the international hunt-
ing and shocting fraternity,”
said the report.

The association was in-
vited by the Invermay Agri-
cultural Research. Centre to
take part in the first inter-
national conference on the
biclogy of deer last
February. Mr J, A. Anderson
and the NZDA's executive
officer attended.

Interest

The conference has al-
ready produced interest
from highly respected re-
searchers wishing to come to
this country and undertake
game animal studies for the
direct benefit of the NZDA_

sSee-

o

Mr John Bamford

f—= T

Hitting
Wrong

policy of the Mimstel
rding to the annual rep

While the numb
NZDA branches has
maintained or increa 55
ing the past year, thg
-concern among the ¢
tive about actual me|
ship numbers. |

“Both Motueka hJ;
and Rangiora sub-bs
continue to develop an¢
pleasing to welcome
forts of Palmerston (Sl
to go it alone by applyin
incorporation.

“The Twizel branch ig
solidating and addressi}
self to a future incorpon
as the Waitaki branch, 4
new group to be know
the Waikaremoana |
in the process of forma
the report said.

However, the associal
which showed a loss of §
in the last year, is
see membership of indj
ual branches increass,

*“Crucial Base”

“Membership will

be the crucial base on wh

Target
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Members of the New Zea-
land Deerstalkers Associ-
ation were hitting the wrong
farget in shooting at the

trend in numbers ma
branches are reporting in

ber to make §
effort to recruit one pf
member in the coming

Southland National Parks and
Reserves Board, according to
the chairman of the board, Mr
Jim McFariand.

Addressing the associ-
ations 31st annual conference
in Te Anau last night, Mr
McFarland said the function
of the board was to assist in
policy formation within the
constraints of the National
Parks Act.

: The board h\x:;s not in] the
usiness of ¢ in, icy, ;
but worked withi it <" |

The business of pc!icy[
formation in national parks |
was now complex and con- |
voluted with large numbers of !
people, organizations and
bodies involved, Mr McFar-
land said.

Under the terms of the 1980
Act, policies must be ex-
pressed through management
plans which resulted from
public comment being pro-
cessed by the board and the
Commissioner of Crown
Lands. These submissions
Were presented to the Nation-
al Parks and Reserves Auy-
thority which presented its
conclusions to the Minister,

With respect to the wapiti
issue, he said, the board was
guided by the Fiordland Na-
tional Park management plan
of 1981 which referred to the
extermination of introduced
animals within the park and it
was this provision which up-
set association members,

Mr McFarland said the wa-
piti issue was not the only con-
cern of the board and matters
such as the Milford road, the
proposed incorporation of
part of the Wajtutu State for-
est into the Fiordland Nation-

al Park and the export of wa-

ter from Deep Cove where

other immediate concerns of |

the board.

R ——

tation could fan
tially,” the report said,

RGI% ancep
v370 Be
4/ ?/Considered

The national executivel
the NZDA is to consider
advantages of having theg|
cept of recreational hupyl
areas (RHA) changed tod
of Recreational Games Hed
(RGH), within a definedan

At present, RHAs are of
fined to State forests, anda
animals straying outsideog
Crown or privately owr
land can be freely cg
mercialized. |

Members at the asg
ation’s conference in Te
on Saturday were told that
management purposes.
area contining the. RGH
would  still have definj
boundaries, but in a broads
sense than the present RHA

Members at the confereng
believe the recreational cof

I cept should be changed fr
the land to the animal.
S ST T




ntific committee
ce given
terday by

ot for three hours at
au with members of
outhland National
and Reserves Board in
3 clear up the attitude
 towards the question
siti in the Fiordland
al Park. !
national president, Mr
Henderson, said the |
believed some of the

of reference to be
y narrow.” It also
d, contrary to what the
understood, that the!
ific committee was to !
the capacity of a man- |
nt committee.

; was taken up by the
ial vice-president, Mr
Bamford, who asked if
s true that a manage-
committee was going
set up under the con-
f the board.

. board chairman, Mr
vicFarlane, replied that
s not, and that manage- |
of the park was done |
he Lands and Survey !
riment. |
Delay Taetic |
- Bamford said the
A saw the scientific
nittee as a delay tactic
ob uﬁ"'another Japse of

years.

Ve've had these five year |
ods before and always |
i!_;;.s‘i;_t)_«:iati:::n has lost out,”

'm opposed to the whole
up. If the recreational
ters can't be involved in
e type of management of
area then I don't think
e is anything in it for

he NZDA has made a
rination to the scientific
imittee, but it has yet to
approved by the annual
ference, which opened in
Anau last night. _
I+ Henderson said there |

med to be a problem with i

interpretation of the
‘k to be
imittee.
“anky|1
We will be lucky if any
ults are produced at all,”
said, referring to a re-

ef

A

Concern at the compositi
to Fiordland wap

the New Zealand Deerstalkers
association’s execu-| quirement in the terms of

done by the ]

proposed

erence Terms
Concern

on and terms of ‘reference of the
to monitor the five-year period of
iti from 1984, was expressed
’ Association.

a lot of people will interpret

reference that the committee| it-

report regularly to the Min-
ister of Lands.

“Nowhere does it show
that the committee will
make any difference to
what's physically going to go
on in Fiordland in the next
five years. I think this is how

like to see achiev

Mr McFarlane said the es-
tablishment of the com-
mittee had been decided by
the Minister. If the NZDA
could not accept this, then it
should put in writing an
alternative which it would

|

There will be widely differing pui
animal control plan for Stewart Island,
of Forests (Southland), Mr K.

Speaking at the 31st confer-
ence of the New Zealand
. Deerstalkers Association in
Te Anau yesterday, Mr Prior
said the draft was being pre-
pared by a Southland con-

\ greement to Review

Management Plan

30

The Southland National Parks and Reserv

management plan for Fierdland National Park in terms of its policy

plants.

This was the resultof a near
three hour discussion with ex-
ecutive members of the New
Zealand Deerstalkers’ Asso-
ciation in Te Anau.

The proposed review will
rieed the consent of the South-
land conservator of forests,
Mr K. Pryor, whose depart-
ment drew up the manage-
ment plan. A hastily convened
“meeting within the meet-
ing* of the parks board
showed there was no opposi-
tion to the idea from mem-
bers. 1

It was eventually suggested
by the board chairman, Mr [ed
J. McFarlane, in reply to the
vice-president of NZDA, Mr
J. C. Bamford, who expressed
disappointment that after
such protracted discussion no
resolutions had come for-
ward.

The NZDA's main concern
was the future of recreational
hunting in Fiordland when the
capture consortium operating
there ends its contract with
the -Government in Decem-

T.

Mr Bamford said the
board's policy seemed ta be
one of having a wapiti area
free of all animals, something
not acceptable to the NZDA.

“Would the board accept,
as part of its management
plan, a moderate number of
animals in the wapiti area?”
he asked.

The Commissioner of
Crown Lands for Southland,
Mr J. P. Harty, replied that
policy was a matter for the
Minister (of Eands) and it was
up to his department and the
board to interpret and carry it
out, not to set it.

The national president of

the NZDA, Mr J. B. Hender- -

son, agreed that both parties
‘were largely talking about
the interpretation of words.”

*There will be a remnant of
deer in the park (after the
consortium pulls out). We
want to make sure that they
are going to be made avail-
able to recreational hunters,”
he said.

““The alternative is that we
will continue to lobby igno-
rant politicians who will con-
tinue to make the same yo-yo
decisions they havein the past
few years."

Mr McFarlane said that
while extermination of in-

troduced animals was a re-
quirement of the National
Parks Act, the board had ac-
cepted it was not peossible to
achieve that end.

Board member, Mr Les
Henderson asked why the
NZDA did not encourage hunt-
ers o to go into some of the
more remote areas of the
park instead of concentrating
on the “*wapiti area."’

Mr Henderson replied that
people could not be forced to
go into these areas if the only
animals available to them
were *‘miserable red deer.”
They needed some kind of in-
centive in the way of trophies
to hang on the wall before
they would move to new ter-
ritory.

Added to this, it was be-
coming increasingly expen-
sive for North Islanders to
come south to hunt, and when

they did get here, the wapitl

20(6

Mr Henderson was speak-
ine at a meeting between the
NZDA and the Southland Na-
tional Parks and Reserves
Board in Te Anau, before the
NZDA's annual conference
which started last night.

“What's going on now is the
worst that's ever happened in
this saga. .

“Allowing commercial op-
erators to take animals (out
of the park) at the expense of
the public is contrary to the
s‘\pirit of the National Parks
Act.

Mr Henderson said it was
only with difficulty that the
Minister of Lands (Mr El-
worthy) was persuaded to al-
low a trophy shoot there this
year. -

“Ridiculous”

.| *“We don't blame the board
for this ridiculous policy of re-

e deer in Fiordland Nati

victims,” the national presi
Association, Mr*J. B.

€3

Board yesterday agreed to publicly reviewits

area was among the easiest to
enter, being accessible from
the lake front.

Mr McFarlane said yihat
even if there were 500 animals
{eft in the wapiti area after
December; it would not worry
him if they were wapiti or red
deer.

<1 think, however, it would
be quite improper for us tode-
¢lare purselves one way or an-
other on the retention of ani-
mals in the wapiti area,’” he
said.

A review of the manage-
ment plan in respect of in-
troduced animals would allow
the NZDA to make sub-

missions along the lines sug:
gested by Mr Bamford
through the proper channels.
The board would then consid-
er any such submissions along
with others which sucha re-
view would produce:

on introduced animals and

W. Prior.

servancy and to date replies
have been received from se-
fected organizations.

On completion of the draft,
it will be submitted to the pub-
lic for cominent,

**Fairly comprehensive an-
imal and vegetation surveys
have been completed over
most of the island,” Mr Prior
said.

“In one area, white-tailed
deer were considered to be
causing unacceptable dam-
age to vegetation. This in turn
became the site of Forest Re-
search Institute investiga-
tions involving the use of poi-
son.”

.

Investigation
Subsequently, Mr Prior

would be the supplementary
document on wild animal con-
trol, also prepared by the NZ
Forest Service.

Mr McFarlane also sought
an assurance from the NZDA
that the term "‘game manage-
ment” inits (the NZDA) opin-
jon, did not mean a Ppro-
liferation of animals.

It would be most helpful if
the deerstalkers association
could come up with a state-
ment assuring us that it
doesn't agree with that. Such
an attitude hasn't come |
through on the local scene,”
he said.

earlier described this term as
well known overseas, said it
meant the exact opposite.
“We have never envisaged
in Fiordland National Park
anything but a very tightly
screwed down population of

included in the review

Victims of Deer
jsmanagement

onal Park have been very poorly
mismanaged by administrators over the years and we have been the
dent of the New Zealand Deerstalkers’
claimed yesterday.

Henderson,

location but at no stage did it
ever make any sense 1o us.

“The NZDA wasn't pre-
pared to stick its neck on the
block and risk the wrathof the
environmental movement by
supporting the relocation of a
wild animal somewhere else
in New Zealand.

“We didn’t believe the pub-
lic would accept this. We
would have been faced with
disaster if we'd gone along
with it."

Mr Henderson said he still
believed the NZDA had taken
the right course of action, and
history would proye it right.

In spite of his eriticism of
animal management in Fiord-
land Natioral Park, he said
the NZDA had never been hos-
tile to national parks adminis-
tration.

‘“Apart from minor con-

animals,’”” he said.

frontations, like this, we have
been strong proponents of na-
tional parks.

Game Management
*Wishing the animals away
was never going to help them.
All we wanted was some kind
of game management which
was hostile to many adminis-
trators. It's a well known

term overseas,”” he said.

It doesn’t imply any de-

Mr Henderson, who had ||

said, 2 proposal by the Nation-
al Recreational Hunting Advi-
sory Committee for a recrea-
tional hunting area led to an
investigation and report on
| State forests in the northern

Addressing members of the
35th conference of the New
Zealand Deerstalkers’ Asso-
_eiation in Te Anau yesterday,
the president of the society,
! Mr Rewi Fife, said there was
noneed for the Stewart Island
plan to either maintain or es-
tablish deer control on the
society’s land.

i

blic views on the draft wild
according to the Conservator

“Differing Views On
.}}» Control Plan

TE ANAU

half of the isiand.

A decision on this is being
held over until completion of
the wild animal control plan |
for the whole island.  «

“1t is already clear that
there will be widely differing
views by the public. This
could lead to conflict. It is
necessary that the variousin-
terested groups have organi-
zation to present and support
their interest. In my opinion,
it is equally important that
balanced objectives, if not to-
tally satisfactory to any one |
group, be accepted,”” Mr Pri-
or said. :

During an open forum, con-
cern was expressed by an
NZDA member about ecolo-
gical zones existing in recrea-
tional hunting areas.

Mr Prior assured the con-
ference there is no danger of
'such zones being introduced

Inclusion To
- B; / Resisted

The Rakiura Maori Land Incorporation
will resist any suggestion of compulsory
inclusion of the society’s land in the wild

| animal control plan for Stewart Island.

in existing hunting areas. |

‘TE ANAU

hunters themselves in main-
taining hunting pressure on
the deer. =y

Hunting
There was an increasin
number of people wanting t
hunt on the society’s land, es-
pecially in April when hunters!
were having to be turned

“The Crown might need it
with theirs to help set values,
but we know our values,” he
said.

““The Crown needs to identi-
{y its priorities on wild ani-
mals as seen against other
uses of its land. It has to deal
with the public interest. We
do not have this problem,
working as we do for our-
selves and our land."”

The Rakiura Maori Land
lpcprpora{ion allows recrea-
tional hunting on blocks of its
land in the Lords river area of
Stewart Island.

Mr Fife emphasized that
the private recreational hunt-
ing use of the land was only
| possible through the efforts of

away.

“This would suggest that
the greatest desire of the rec-
reational hunter is the trophy
nead. We do not mind this atti-
tude, providing that a certain
percentage of deer are
bagged."”
Mr Fife said that if hunters
allowed too many deer to
‘“pass their sights” then it
was their sport which would
suffer ultimately.

“‘Hunters have the opper-
tunity to control deer to our
satisfaction but in the eventof
not bothering to take advan-

we, as the land controlling au-
thority, would have no eption
but to seek alternative c_ontrol

tage of this opportunity, then| .

'methods,” he said.

gree of proliferation, but
means the exact opposite. We
Have never envisaged in
Fiordland National Park any-

ed  down population of ani-
mals.”’
The NZDA believed every-

extinction which, Mr Hender-
son said, would probably nev-
er occur anyway.

thing buta very tightly screw-!

one could be satisfied with},
some level of control short of
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' Zealand’s

In Da

Henderson. .

In his annual report given
at the 35th conference of the
NZDA in Te Anau on Satur-
day, Mr Henderson said that
‘‘glib-tongued  entrepre-
neurs" were selling the gim-
mick of New Zealand under
the guise of the necessity to
develop commercial and,
more especially, tourist ac-
tivities. .

Mr Henderson said New
fish and game
sportsmen had, for more than
100 years, enjoyed a blessing
almost’ unigue in today's
world — the right to hunt and
fish publicly-owned resources
at modest cost.

In most other countries, he
said, the right to hunt was re-
served for those with money
or social status.

Abandoned System

‘It was no accident that our
pioneer forefathers left be-
hind them in Britain that per-
nicious system that awards
the ownership of fish and
wildlife to the land occupier
as his exclusive property to be

used by him at his pleasure
and sold by him at his price
and convenience.

““Early New Zealanders
were determined to desert the
feudal trappings, the snobbe-
ry and the cult of privilege.
And desert them they most
certainly did, in order to pre-
sent us with a legacy second-
to-none of which we should not
only be proud, but extremely
jealous.” i

Mr Henderson said there
would be nothing more dam-
aging to New Zealand society
than the injection of private
wealth and privilege.

‘‘Similarly, if we allow the
trend to develop where the
millionaire tourist is wooed,
we are inviting him to de-
mand that anit-social level of
opulence he is accustomed to.
extracting from stricken so-
cieties hidden behind the fa-
cade of Cannes or a' Monte
Carlo or a Las Vegas.

“In next to no time our
lands, especially those associ-
ated with the pleasant scene
of the recreational resort,
along with many other social
values and traditional rights,
will be seized from our con-
trol and priced out of the |
reach of New Zealanders by |
the familiar racketeers and
their clicking turnstiles that
have ruined so much of the
earth and alienated so much
of the good life from ordinary
people,” Mr Henderson said. [

Protection !

Protection from such dam- |
aging influences could be
achieved in the long term by
proper Government action ||
and legal safeguards. How-
ever, Mr Henderson said, the |/
main danger was the fact that
New Zealand had a '‘money-
grabbing Government, domi-
nated by men who have long

dollar signs.”’ He said these
men were prepared to convert
anything to cash in return for
the irretrievable loss, often to
foreign-interests, of public re-
sources including fish, wild-
life, minerals, land, water
and the social values associ-
ated with them.

Already in this country, the
right to hunt wild animals
could and was being sold with
impunity, and the $1000
trophy was now part of the
New Zealand scene.

Mr Henderson said even the
New Zealand hunter’s rights
on Crown land, comprising
national and forest parks to-
gether with recreational hunt-

ing areas, were threatened.

Public Ownershy
Policy Reaffirm5a

Members of the New Zealand Deerstalkers’ Association on
Saturday reaffirmed the association’s policy of favouring the public
ownership of wildlife, during its weekend conference at Te Anau.

The conference condemned
any attempt to create privi-
leged hunting preserves
and/or exclusive access to the
publicly-owned fish and wild-
life assets of New Zealand.

The reaffirmation came af-
ter the retiring president of
the NZDA, Mr J. B. Hender-
son, delivered his annual re-
port in which mention was
made of the Manawatu farm-
ers consortium which had
been given sole rights to the
shooting of sambar deer.

Criticism was directed by
some NZDA members to-
wards the National Recrea-

tional Hunting Advisory Com-

nger of Losing
‘e Right to Hunt

The average New Zealander is in danger of losing his right to hunt and shoot in this country,
according to the outgoing president of the New Zealand Deerstalkers’ Association, Mr J. B.

He reported the case of a
recent total ban placed on
shooting or capturing sambar
deer anywhere in New Zea-
land, on the grounds that the
species was dying out and
needed protection.

However, farmers in the
North Island began to com-
plain of crop damage caused
by the sambar, and the Min-
ister of Lands ‘ ‘signed away’'
to a consortium of farmers,
the sole right to take sambar
deer and to use and sell them
for safari hunting purposes.

*‘So the calculated insult is
delivered and the public own-
ership of wildlife takes anoth-
er lurch down the tubes, as
this ghastly precedent is set

not by accident but by de-

mittee which originally
advised the Minister of Lands
and Forests, Mr Elworthy, to
ban all shooting of sambar
deer. They were unhappy that
the ban had been lifted to the
extent that some farmers
were now provileged in that
they could shoot the deer by
reason of alleged defence of
their properties.

Five members of this com-
mittee are members of the
NZDA, three of them also
having been former national
presidents of the association.

‘‘How can these men repre-
sent the NZDA and sit on a
government policy-making

|

sign,” Mr Henderson said.

“If you want to shoot a sam-
bar without committing a
criminal act, you can pay cne
of a number of privileged
farmers whatever price he
chooses and thus buy your
way out of prosecution — and
that is the only way you will
legally shoot a sambar.

““That ought to make them
worth a packet eh! Perhaps
$1000 a stag if you have the
money or maybe a tourist
hunter will find $2000?""

Mr Henderson concluded
his speech by attacking the
Government for its intrusion
into the sport of hunting after
having guaranteed not to in-
terfere with sports adminis-
tration.

Telegram
Sent To

Mi%éter _

The Ne gDeerstal-
kers' Association has sent a
telegram to the Minister of
Lands and Forests, Mr El- |
worthy, calling for an immed-
iate halt to live capture oper-
ations by the consortium
working in the Fiordland Na-
tional Park wapiti area.

Speaking at the NZDA con-
ference in Te Anau on Satur- |
day, Mr Warren Taylor, of
Gore, said the Government’s
contract with the consortium
ended at the end of this year.
While it had looked as though
the contract would be re-
newed for a further three
years, the NZDA had suc-
ceeded in halting the capture
of the deer until the end of the
December. ;

A breeding programme for
a relocation herd is to be con-
tinued until 1986.

‘“The Minister has in-
dicated the possibility that’
the wapiti will be relocated
back in the park,"” Mr Taylor
said. )

‘It is absolute nonsense to
continue with the live capture
in the park. Leave them'
where they are.”

Members at the conference
also asked the national execu-
tive of the NZDA to consider
formulating a policy for the
release of captured wapiti-
type animals into the wapiti
area.

committee and come out with -
such things that are dia-
metrically opposed to this as-
sociation's beliefs,”” Mr A.
Frampton, of the Wellington
branch, asked the conference.

“] think the NZDA should !
ask these five members
whose side they are on, and if |
they continue to go against the
interests of the NZDA, they
should be asked to resign
from this association.’’

Contact Minister

The conference resolved to
direct the national executive
of the NZDA to contact the
Minister and object to the de-
viation of the moratorium al-
lowing the killing of sambar
deer, until such time as the
ban had run its course.

The national executive is
also to write to the five associ-
ation members of the com-
mittee reminding them of the
moral obligations member-
shipof the NZDA impose upon
them and requesting them tc
adhere to, and promote, the
policies of the association.

Items in Brief

Items in brief from the con-
ference included:

OFFICERS: Mr John Bam-
ford, of the South Otago
branch, has been elected na-
tional president of the NZDA.
The new vice-president of the
erganization is*Mr David Hod-
der, of North Canterbury.

*CONFERENCE: The 1984
New Zealand Deerstalkers’
Association annual confer- |
enceis to be held in Oamaru. |

=i .

Offence Reports
A “Misleading’

““Misleading” statements in the media |
on firearms offences is having an adverse |
effect on hunters, according to members of
the New Zealand Deetstalkers’ Association.

In a paper presented at the
association's conference in
Te Anau on Saturday, the na-
tional secretary of the NZDA,
Mr Shelby Grant, drew theau-
dience’s attention to a news-
paper report which quoted the
Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lce as saying there were 1600
gun-related offences in New
Zealand each year.

However, Mr Shelby said
this was misleading, as there
were not 1600 separate in-
stances each year, since one
incident could result in as
many as four different of-

fences.

Reclassification

*“The statistics used by the
Deputy Gommissioner are for

éémpaign To
4/ Fight

A national campaign has been launched by
~the New Zealand Deerstalkers’ Association’
to fight the Government’s intention to allow
Crown pastoral lease land to be reclassified
as renewable leasehold.
The NZDA'’s conference in
.Te Anau on Saturday, believ-
.ed this move was a political
‘one which effectively dis-
'inherited New Zealanders of
-up to 3.5 million hectares of
:public land in favour of a few
hundred lessees currently
paying ‘‘perppercorn’’ rent-
:als.

Mr Mark Dunajtschik, of
the Wellington branch of the
NZDA, described the in- |

:tended reclassification as the |
imost. important issue affect- !
ing the association.

He suggested the estab-
lishiment of a fund to help fight
the cause, pledging to himself
to give $1 for every $1 raised
by NZDA, regardless of the’
upper limit. h

National executive mem-
ber, Mr David Hodder, told
the conference that if theland,
was reclassified, about one
quarter’ of the South Island
would be ‘‘up for grabs.”

‘“Not only is there the ques-
tion of the land itself, but such
a move would'seriously affect
'land access to most of our:
‘hunting, tramping and climb-
‘ing country,”” Mr Hodder
-said. g

‘“Gross Contradictions’’

The NZDA called upon the
Minister of Lands and For-
ests, Mr Elworthy, to account
for the ‘‘gross con-
tradictions’’ of his policy
thrust with respect to all past
protestations of the need to
protect this land.

Mr Hodder said vast- s
of public money had b
spent on this land for the pg
poses of rehabilitation
the ravages of more than
years of burning and oy
grazing by domestic stockl

About §2000 was pledged|
association members for:
Jund. = J

an in-house indication of the
police force work-load, *' Mr
Shelby said.

“What is the Deputy Com-
missioner deing using statis-
tics like these in & govern- -
ment statement . . . The use of
statistics by any Government
department must be gual- -
itative and give a true in-:
dication of the state of af-
fairs.” ¥

The conference was told"
that in 1980, there were only
361 charges laid arising from
offences related to firearms:

‘A remit was passed urging
the Government to take more
notice of the association’s pol-
icy on firearms.

I




‘ome Members Back
In 1952

onal Parks Board and the National
of considerable personal concern
the MP for Wallace,
al conference of the New Zealand

?oiélé’s

The roles of both the Nati
parks Authority had been areas
juring his period in Parliament,
g the 3lst annu

;aid in openin
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Mr Derek Angus,

Deerstalkers’ Association in Te Anau last night.

Mr Angus said the National
irks Act of 1980 should have
ralded a new adminis-
ative structure for New
aland's national parks and
Serves.
The concept of the new leg-
ation was one of a partner-
ip between the National
arks and Reserves Author-
7 and the 12 National Parks
il Reserves Boards on the
e hand, and the Department
Lands and Survey and the
inister of Lands on the oth-

However, Mr Angus said
ere could be some members
1 the authority — and there
ere undoubtedly -members
1 the Southland National
arks and Reserves Board —
ho were looking at their ad-
\inistrative responsibilities
; terms of the 1952 act, and.
sho had not been prepared (o
nift to the principles and
ims of the 1980 act.

' believe that if these
jeaple are not prepared to ad-
ninister their responsibilities
15 directed by the Govern-

nient, then they should resign
'rom these positions and
make way for people who are
more in tune to local issues
and who are prepared to be
gpuided in some way by the

ublic opinion expressed on
issues of cancern.’

Waplitl

Speaking on the wapiti is-
sue, Mr Angus outlined the
proposal to setup a seientific
team, drawn from a number
of sources, to determine
whether the wapiti was a
manageable, recreational re-
source taking into account the
habitat requirements of the
takahe.

The most important factor

was whether enough animals
with wapiti characteristics
remained to insure that they
could re-assert themselves as
the dominanthunting animai.

Mr Angus said the task
would be difficult as of the
1250 animais taken by the
commercial consortium, only
123 were regarded as pre-
dominantly of wapiti blood.

“*The capture and up-
grading of wapiti for the pos-
sible establishment of a sec-
ond wapiti herd must be
considered as part of the total
wapiti issue. While all cap-
ture of wapiti ends as of De-
cember 31, theupgrading with
Canadian wapiti blood is to
continue until the end of
1986.™" .

Mr Angus said the Forest
Research Institute’s report

on the suitability of the West

Nelson area, surveyed last!
summer, would be critical in '

deciding whether a second
wapiti nerd would be estab-
lished or not.

Members should welcome '

the recent siatements made
by the Minister of Lands, Mr
Elworthy, that if a wapit
management area was cre-
ated in Fiordiand, then there

was no reason why animalsin |
that area should not be up-’

graded by the introduction of
high quality livestock.

“Close”

“T think you will all agree
that at last our Minister isget-
ting close to what is wanted to
preseryethe Fiordiand wapiti

they ought to be."
Mr Angus said he was in no
doubt the objectives of both

herd and in the place where|
|
f

hunters and environmental-

lishment of a wapiti herd ina!
defined area of the park.
This represented a com-
mon sense approach tea prob-
lem that had caused a lotof ill
feeling throughout the coun-
try for a long time.
“Granted the wapiti are in-
troduced animals— theyarea
recreational resource located|
in an area set aside for the
recreation and enjoyment of
the public. Granted that inex-
cessive numbers the animals
can damage the vegetation in
the park, but the helicopter
has given the park authorities
the tool to keep animal num-
bers to prescribed limits, If a
special area is set aside for
them, the animals from out-
side that area can be con-
trolled or killed and those
within it strictly controlled,” |
Mr Aagus said, :

ists could be met by the estab- !
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Deer Auction
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=t Near Wanaka

WANAKA

Thestag

Zealand wapiti cow, fetched top
Wanaka yesterday.

y wasbought by Mr R. Olderman, of
Taupo, who also paid the top price of $7000
each for a pen of four weaner female

The auction, at the Criffel Game Park, was
the first time deer farmers have had the op-
portunity to bid for the offspring of Canadian
and domestic wapiti cross.

es.

The 26 lots brought a total of $424,000, or an

average price of

Mr N, J. Dowling, of Wrightson NMA in Al-

exandra, who did the selling with Mr E.
Mackie, of Southland Farmers Co-o0p, Inver-
cargill, said the result was'‘very good, over-

-all.”

Buyers from the North Isiand were well

represented in

an attendance of more than

300 at the sale and interest in the stags was

i greater than expected.

R ———

——

Vote of No Confidence

In Parks Board "

A vote of no confidence in the Southland National Parks and Reserves Board was expressed

in a remit passed unanimously at the New Zealand Deerstalkers Association conference in Te

Anau last night.

The remit, moved by Mr
Warren Taylor, of Gore,
asked the conference to note
with dismay the continuation
of the belligerent policy of the
board, including its stated in-
tention to reintroduce the
shooting of all red deer and
wapiti in the wapiti area..

This, the remit said, was in
.defiance of a massive display
of public opinion, reasonable
and realistic approaches from
the National Parks Authority
and local bodies, and favour-
able decisions and under-
takings from the Government
and the Labour opposition.

The conference resolved to
work with Government ad-
ministration other than the
Southland National Parks and
Reserves Board in the imple-
mentation of animal manage-
ment, habitat conservation
and research activities in re-
lation to the future of the wa-
piti area.

In moving the remit, Mr
Taylor told the conference
that having regard to the
board’s past performance in
administering selective cul-
ling operations, he could not
trust it to embark on a proper
selective - culling operation
without direction. .

“This remit is basically a
vote of no confidence in the
Southland National Parks and
Reserves Board,” he said.

The conference also re-
ceived a report from the
NZDA wapiti committee, pre-
pared by Mr John Bamford of

the South Otago branch.

Mr Bamford said the Prime
Minister, Mr Muldoon, the
Minister of Lands, Mr El-
worthy, the National Parks
and -Reserves Authority, the
Labour Party, the Southland,
Wallace and Clutha county
councils and the Southland
United Council had all said
wapiti had a place in the
Fiordland National Park.
However, the Southland Na-
tional Parks and Reserves
Board has said they have not
got any place there.

“The chairman, Mr C. J.
McFarlane, and the board are
indeed ignoring stated policy
decisions with regard to wa-
piti relocation,"” Mr Bamford
said. :

“They are protected by
their appointment to this
board and the only interest
they have in wapiti in the park
is to see they are eradicated.’’

Mr Bamford said the NZDA
was “‘appalled” to find terms
of reference and composition
of the scientific committee to
be set up by the Department
of Lands and Survey were far
removed from what the asso-
ciation had envisaged.

Rejected
The conference was told Mr
Elworthy had rejected objec-
tions to the terms of reference
made by the NZDA and it also
disallowed alternative terms

put forward by the associ-
ation. :

tablished for a term of five
years from January 1, 1984.

Generally, it will oversee
and advise the Minister
through the National Parks
and Reserves Board on the
implementation of interim se-
lective wild animal control
measures. These measures
will be aimed at maintaining
the opportunities for recrea-
tional hunting of wapiti-type
deer in the Fiordland Nation-
al Park.

“It is my view, and this is
shared by a number of others,
that NZDA should in no way
endorse this committee, with
the present composition and
terms of reference,” Mr
Bamford said.

The authority, he said,
must be viewed with suspi-
cion after the report of the
“leaked in committee min-
utes’’ from the meeting of the
National Parks Authority and
the Southland National Parks
and Reserves Board of Sep-
tember 17 last year. .

“The NPA leaked minutes
indicated that the aim is to
prove no wapiti qualify.”

Committee
However, Mr Bob Badland,
of the Thames Valley branch,
said the NZDA should recog-
nize the importance of the sci-
entific committee and pursue
the nomination of an associ-
ation member to the com-
mittee.

After further discussion,

The committee is to be es-

Mr Taylor moved that the

Remits Passed

On Helicopters |

i gf’fnree remits dealing with helicopter |
hunting were passed at the New Zealand |

Deerstalkers’ Association conferenceheldin

Te Anau on Saturday.

| hunters to a national hunting

|
conference find the scientific |
committee_and its terms of
reference acceptable, provid-
ed a management advisory !
commitiee was appointed. |

This committee would ad- |
vise on the management of
wapiti recreational huntingat
the local level during the term
of the scientific committee.

“If the setting up of the
management committee is
not appreved, then we must!
oppose the terms of reference |
of the scientific committee.”

Mr Taylor proposed that|
the management advisory |
committee would consist of |
one representative from the |
Lands and Survey Depari-
ment, two from the Forest
Service, and four from the
users.

The management com-
mittee would advise on tl:leI
management of recreational |
hunting of wapiti in the wapiti |
area during the term of the
scientific committee. I

It would also advise on the '
method and extent of selec- |
tive culling operations in the
wapiti area, periodicaly as-
sess and report to the author-
ity on the condition of the wa-
piti herd, and formulate
-management plans. :
Mr Tayior said he was con
cerned about the fate of the
management and relocation
of the wapiti herd between the
date of the termination of the
deer capture consortium
agreement on December 3
1986, and the end of the term
of office of the scientific com-
| mittee.

. Mr Taylor's mation was ac-
cepted and passed.

Other remits passed at the
conference included:

MEMBERSHIP: The
NZDA is to set up a working
group to look at possible op-
portunities for the estab- |
iishment of compulsory mem- |
bership of all New Zealand

organization. A report from

the group will be presented to

the 1984 conference.
MYXOMATOSIS: The as-.

eld

Al weaner stag, the progeny of a Canadian elk bull and a New
s hed to price of $12,600 at a deer auction near

The elk-wapiti cross lines were offered in

jots of three and four,

with the successful bid-

der having the option of one or the lot.

Top Stags
Mr Olderman bought some of
at $6500 to $7000, but the second

$12,500 for the weaner heavyweights

the top stags

-best price of

was paid

by Mr R. W. Jennings, of Awarua.

One lot of seven stags, which
two highest-priced of the
of $53,500.

included the

sale, fetched a total

Most of the elk-wapiti offerings weat up

quickly in $100 bounds.

A pen of five wapiti weaner females from
all-New Zealand stock went at $4200 apiece to

southland Farm Produce.

One asked that the associ-
ation request Governmentac-
tion to stop all helicopter
shooting and live capture o
deer, chamois and thar in the
watersheds of the South Is-
land rivers, flowing into most
of the southern, eastern and
northern coasts of the island,
for the next five years.

This remit was submitted
by the Southern Lakes branch
of the NZDA.

The second remit, sub-
mitted by the North Canterbu-
ry branch of the NZDA, asked
the national executive to in-
crease its efforts to have the
Forest Service implement a
system whereby itcan control
iilegal helicopter hunting in
recreational hunting areas.

Red Deer Ban

The association also in-
tends pressing for a total ban
on helicopter hunting of red
deer in the Rakaia watershed.

The conference was told by
a member of the Ashburton
branch, which presented a re-
mit asking for the ban, thatin
view of the historical and
gene pool values of the Rakaia
deer herd and because of its
extremely low numbers, the
control of red deer was no

longer required.

This remit was specifically
directed at red deer because
it was felt there would be no

1| chance of a helicopter hunting

ban if thar and chamois were |
also included.

Extermination
in Policy
417 1€3 -
hel extermination of in-

troduced animals in New Zea-
land’s national parks mustre-
main the primary policy of
the National Parks Authority,
the New Zeajand Deerstal-
kers' Association was told on
Saturday.

Addressing the 35th confer-

ence of the NZDA in Te Anau
at the weekend, the chairman
of the NPA, Mr David Thom,
said the weight of history, leg- 5
islation and scientific re-!
search all led collectively to
the fact that the authority had |

termination policy.

Mr Thom said -he hoped r
both deer humi:ﬁ organiza-
tions and national parks au-
thorities would come together
to look at the issue of in-~
troduced animal control dur-
ing the next 10 years.

sociation reaffirms its policy |

of opposition to the in-! -
| troduction of myxomatosis. |
VANDALISM: Concern

was expressed at the growing’
incidence ‘of road end van-
dalism to motor vehicles ina!
remit moved by the Welling-
ton branch. The national sec-
retary is to write to the rela-
five Government agencies
expressing the NZDA's con-
cern. Members have also
placed themselves at the dis-
posal of the police to help in
| this area: }

“no room to move'’ on its ex-| -
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" |NZDFA Recommends

Tb Policy "/**
olicy
Tuberculosis in farm deer is of concern to
every responsible deer farmer. In
to this, the council of the New Zealand Deer

Farmers’ Association has issued a policy
statement and recommendations for Th

control.
In view of a greater volume

of tuberculin testing over the

past year, post mortem in-
| spection of farm deer at deer
' siaughter premises, and a
concerted research effort by
| the animal health division of
the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries, the council
considersitis timely to assess
the incidence of the disease
and to reaffirm the industry
approach to combating it.

The MAF has listed 107
deer herds as being infected
with Th. Since April 1982
nearly 40,000 deer have been
tuberculin tested and 649 re-
actors detected, giving a
prevalence rate of 1.6 per
cent, considered to be a low
rate.

Because of the so far, low
rate of incidence and prob-
lems associated with the sen-
sitivity of the tuberculin test,
the MAF considers the test to
be a means of controlling the
spread of Tb in deer and re-
ducing the incidence, rather
than a tool capable of eradi-

herd test should be carried out
once a year and infected herds
should be tested at three-
monthiy intervals and again

within 30 days before any herd

movement away from the
farm.

There are certain pre-
cautions that buyers can take
to help prevent the spread of
Tb.

Buyers should not take de-
livery of deer without first ob-
taining a certificate signed by
2 veterinarian conf
that the deer have been Tb
tested with a negative reac-
tion.

Test certificates should
quote the deer tag numbers
and claims that deer which
cannot be individually identi-
fied have been tested, should
be treated with caution.

Buyers should also check
whether the vendor's proper-
ty is subject to a Disease Con-
trol Place Notice. The onus is
on the buyer to inquire wheth-
er such a notice exists, not the
vendor.

Deer Sales

| cafing it. :
{ Factor
This factor, plus the MAF
assessment that Tb does not
represent a major economic
consideration, counts against
a Government funded com-
pulsory scheme being in-
troduced in the near future,
Nevertheless the NZDFA
councii considers the present
' voluntary scheme will at least
' cortain Tb in deer while more
accurate methods of diagnos-
{ ing the disease are sought,
provided deer farmers follow
the council’s recommenda-
| tions.

The councij states that deer
farmers who do not test for Th
take the risk of Tb spreading
through their herd unde-

* Where deer sales are held,
at which invitation entries are
invited from other breeders,
these should be held at Thiree
properties.

Deer should not be accept-
ed for auction unless accom-
panied by a certificate of
negative tuberculin test.
Selling agents should be

able to inform prospective
buyers of the Tb status of the
vendors on whose behalf they
are acting.

Deer transport crates
should be thoroughly washed

between loads especially

where deer being moved have
Come from a property under a

DCP notice.

RELATIVEANIMAL DENSITIES IN
THE GREBE CATCHMENTS AND
LAKE HAUROKO
(EASTERN PRINCESS MOUNTAINS)

the
potential for good profits from domestic deer
production. On his 40 hectare farm at
Goulburn, on the southern tablelands of New
South Wales, he runs abont 160 deer and
intends to number to 500. Com-
mercial interest in deer is growing in Aust
venison Dringing shan a2 o icer farms with
ve n ing about $A7 a kg. Accordi to
Mr White, this is about seven times the
current return from beef — from animals that
can produce as much meat a hectare as either
sheep or cattle. !

tected.

Handling infected deer,

. particularly in confined l
spaces, such as deer yards, '
carries the potential threat of .
hurnan infection.

The council reminds deer
farmers that New Zealand en-
joys a reputation for hi
standards of animal health in
food importing countries and
the venison industry must not
be seen to be falling behind in
maintaining this standard,

Where deer are found to be
Tb infected during post mor-
tem inspection at a deer |
slaughter premise, noex grat- ||
ia compensation is payable.

The NZDFA council recom-

| mends that g complete deer ||

| wild

count established by the form- !
er Fiordland National Park |
Board for wild anima! control
measures is to be wound up
with the purchase of a field ra-
dio to be used in introduced |
animal control.

Approval for the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands, Mr J.
P. Harty, to do this, wasgiven
at yesterday's meeting of the
Southland National Parksand |
Reserves Board.

In a memorandum to the

Animal |
Account !
|
|

T:V"%?ﬁgp

This report by Peter Willemse is now available from the
Conservator of Forests, 5th Floor, State Insurance Building,
Don Street, Invercargill or by mail at the prepaid price of
$2.00 plus 50 cents for postage and packing.

A copy is available for inspection at the NZFS offices at
Invercargill, Dunedin, Tapanui and Tuatapere.

K. W. PRIOR
Conservat_or of Forests

27[cks -

MOUNTAIN FOREST _
REGIONAL MANAGEMENT PLAN

All Operator
*#Retained

All operators of helicopter venison
recovery in Fierdland National Park have;
been retained for  the 1983-84 year and no
Ne€W applicants have been approved.

This was decided by the | it was favoured b |
geum!and g}atlonai Parksand | operators. Y fostos
heserves Board at its mest- Mr Harty’ t ol
ing last Friday after consid: | thar empha"siss isr?: r1iw.-

eration of a report from the mal capture bec
of ¢ ause the
Commissioner of Crown | has remained :-oelanip

Lands for Southland, Mr J_ P. stable compared with that
Harty. venispn. The total num ber|

When submissions on heli. | @nimals taken between [
copter animal recovery | cember, 1982, and May §
closed on June 20, 11 appli- | 1983, in either form, was 21§
cations had been received. All | excluding those which can
Six of those already licensed | out of the wapiti area, wii
reapplied, along with three | numbered 551
more from Otago-Southland| The wapiti area had to
and two from the West Coast | considered Separately
(Haast and Hokitika).

board, Mr Harty noted thatall |

A PREVIEW
commitments against the ac- |

count have been met and a This plan prepared by the New Zealand Forest Service,
balance of $1880 remained. Southland Conservancy is nowavailable from the Conservator
——————— ——— of Forests, 5th Floor, State Insurance Building, Don Street,
Invercargill or a copy will be forwarded by mailat the prepaid

price of $3.50 plus 50 cents for postage and packing.

the other blocks.
K. W. PRIOR id it appean
Conservator of Forests Of these, four favoured the asri\gll"rg;nl';nslf;g li alg
system of block allocation - b

| i . i . 14!_)4}69 three wanted ODER Cot- lowing the withdrawal of

g a
petition and the remainder glggiqa?gs;;&;}:%]eﬂ
sgaied 10 preference for ei- the past for recovery. of m
tet. _ deer and hybrid animals, |

The rotating block bailot The new season starts
system has been in operation | September 1, From then und
| hace December, 1982, with| Aprit 30, 1984 rotation
the exception of the winter | bioek system will be in opes
months when it was open sia- ation, and from May 1 to A
ther. Because of the flex- Bust 31, 1984, the open sysie
| i | ibility offered by this SYsStém, | as experienced this season,




ymall farm viable
vith deer farming

Faced with a choice between a high return operation or
yving to a larger property to remain viable, Pukepito farmer

aig Rutherford opted

ying off.

ith 104 hectares (260
>s) and no cash sur-
es, his approach to the
r farming venture has
1 cautious. It started
' years ago when a
1d- suggested a
nership. The deer
1d run on Craig’s farm;
friend would buy most
he deer, with a 50/50
.of the progeny.

e first deer arrived
e years ago and by the
of the season 20 had
1 purchased.’ With all
weaner stags sold this
» the total now stands at
- 37 hinds, 20 stags and 9
s,

‘aig admits he is not a
cal Otago deer farmer,
they are usunally well
blished and looking for
breaks. For him the
r are a means to an end
larger farm. With the
matic rise in the price
live farmed deer, the
?m could soon be real-

ut he said during the

three years he had
t up a wealth of experi-
e in deer husbandry and
cep appreciation of the
mals. If prices held
re was the option of
ying put and expanding
deer farming operation.
t this stage the four
tare (10 acre) unit and

four hectare planned
ension had little impact
the sheep farming plan.
ce the sheep numbers
i to be reduced, the
iture would be
ssessed and the future
icy made.

HANDLING
Nhile deer numbers had
ilt up he had learnt how
handle them. They were
nilar to cattle, (_)gly they

- -

3

ad td be worked with more
care and quietly. He felt
with 1,000 breeding ewes
and 200 replacements he
had the time to look after a
significantly increased
deer herd. He had even
considered making the
whole farm into a large
deer unit, with sheep used
to tidy up paddocks and the
steeper pinches. .

The deer numbers had
increased to the point
where sales could be made
and this year 20 mixed age
stags had cut $1,600 worth
of velvet (they are still
voung). So, after a period

of high capital cost, the

venture was starting to
show areturn.

His own establishment
costs had been low. With
the partnership deal and
building up slowly, his
share of the stock and the
fencing had cost about
$12,000. Based on present
costs for stock and mate-
rials this figure today
would be about $50,000.

LONG ASSOCIATION

Craig’s association with
deer goes back to his days
mustering above Queens-
town. On some of the sta-
tions there were a lot of
deer and poaching was in-
evitable.

It was in the late 1960s
and early 70s,before deer
farming was legalised.
While live capture was still
to come, shooting for
venison was a growing
business.

One station owner de-
cided to remove most of the
deer from his property
before the poachers took
over. In about 10 days 1,000
deer were killed. It was a
highly organised operation,
using  helicopters and

or deer farming. The move seems to be

/6 //¢>

hunters on foot, one of the
architects of the plan was
helicopter  pilot, Tim
Wallis

Born and raised on Inch ||
Clutha, - Craig worked . on ||

the home farm for a year
before taking up a job at

Walter Peak Station. From |

there he took on a range of
work such as mustering,

fencing, and lambing on |

properties throughout
Otago and Southland. He

eventually returned to the |

home farm and in
partnership  with  his
brother ran a dairying and
sheep operation.  This
partnership ended six
,years ago when Craig and
his wife Michele moved to

the present farm at
"Pukepito.
FUTURE
Future plans would prob-

ably concentrate on breed-
ing stock. Although there
was good money in the
velvet, the bigger stags
were hard on fences, and
they also seemed more dif-
ficnlt to winter.

But, as he would need
breeding stags, it seemed
to be worth kee})_ing a few
exira animals for velvet.
ing. All the weaner stags
were sold thisseason.

All the stags had been

kept in a shed this winter !

and fed on 1.2kg of oats |

each with as much meadow
hay as they could eat. The
hinds were wintered on
grass with about .8kg of
oats and meadow hay.
They calved in late Nov-
ember or early December.
The fawns were also win-

tered on grass, with .5kg of _

oats and hay.

The existing facilities
could handle at least 100
animals without much
extra effort.

'T_hirteen years ago Craig
| Rutherford was hunting

deer — now he is farming
them on his small Pukepito
‘farm. Deer could make the
‘unit viable or make enough
‘to finance him into a larger
{ property. Helping him feed
‘the red deer hinds are
‘Jeremy (4), . his wife
‘Michele, and young Rhys is
in the back-pack.

e e S e S ey

Deer prices rocket

As-the number of deer for sale dries fip,
prices for in-calf hinds have rocketed from

a viable $1,200 12_months ago,

to a

speculative $2,400 on ﬁday’s market.

The $2,400 mark is for top
animals, and sales of 18
month in-calf red deer
hinds have averaged about
$2,000in recent months.

Stock agents dealing in
deer said that when more
deer were available ordi-
nary animals were still
selling for about $1,800.

They agreed the market
had taken off in the past
two months to the point that
helicopter-caught animals
were commanding high
prices, and some vendors
were selling forward.

Yet the great strength of
the market was the peopie
wanting to get into deer
farming. They were farm-
ers who saw deer as a long
term diversification.

They said good gquality
mixed aged hinds were
selling for $2,000 to $2,200
with lighter anmimals from
$1,700 to $1,900. Aged
animals with  failing
motths had jumped in
value in recent wetks and
were now making {1,000 to

. $1,200. These were animals

which could be expected to

' breed for another twoyears

ob easier country.

, their first taste o

Weaner hinds = were
making $1,000 to $1,500 and
some farmers selling
forward for delivery in
April were getting $1,200 to
$1,400. ild captured
weaner hinds were worth
about $800 and mixed aged
hinds $1,500 to $1,600.

The high prices for
breeding stock had lifted
the value of stags. These
were mak‘mﬁ $120 to 3200 as
weaners with older animals
valued at $250 to $350. Quite
a few farmers were getting
deer
farming (and havinighsorpe-
thing to put behind the high
fences) by starting off with
afew stags.

DIVERSIFICATION

Diversification seemed to
be the main reason for the
interest and it was coming
from a wide section of the
farming community. It was
no longer the wealthy look-
ing for tax breaks, but
more the average farmer
worried by the state of the
lamb.and mutton markets.

" The agents felt the pre-
sence of North Island
buyers had helped fuel the
present boom. Many farm.

ers had been putting up
their deer fences and were
now looking for the deer.

Others saw the venfture
as a retirement plan.
Rahter than buy more land
for a son, they had set up a
deer farm. In the future
they would ease out of the
main farming operation
and as sons took over, the
deer farming provided
another interest and in-
come.

INVESTMENT

As a business venture
people buying deer at the
present price would have to
rely on livestock sales
staying at the same level
for several years, accord-
ing to Balclutha MAF farm
advisor, Joe Clough. .

But he said there were
factors other than profits
and these included tax
advantages, _diversifica-
tion, and a love of the
animals..

It was not easy to
diversify out of sheep or
cattle on Otago hill country.
But deer farming was able
to be slotted into hill
country operation with few

extra management
changes. With a few
changes in fencing, the
farmers’ facilities and

expertise could be adapted
to handle deer. It was not
like horticulture, which

required major readjust-
ments. !

The typical deer farmer
was generally well set up
and financially able to af-
ford the risk of the present
high prices. Over the pre-
vious five years there had
been 25 deer farmers in
Otago. Most started off
with a few animals and
built up. Over the past 12
months there had been a
quite dramatic increase in
the numbers of new farm-
ers. '

Otago and Southland had
been fortunate in the cali-
bre of people leading the
industry and over the years
management  techniques
had been developed, along
with recording and selec-
tion. The aquality of
southern deer was cer-
tainly appreciated by North
Island deer farmers.

He doubted if the present
high prices were related to
quality, and feit they were
the result of supply and
demand. One of the
strongest indications that
the current demand would
last was the presence in the
field of the . traditional
farming money sources.
Stock and station agencies
were setting up deer repre-
sentatives, as they realised
the potential of the in-
dustry.
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Time still right
for deer farming

The time is right to begin deer farming as quality breeding stock and
quality velvet will be in demand for at least a decade and the venison
industry will go from strength to strength.

This advice was given in
an address to an East
Otago farm diversification
seminar by the managing
director of Alpine Helicop-
ters, Tim Wallis.

He said the live deer
market was changing from
an investor market to a
farmer dominated market,
but he conceded that
present prices indicated
there was still a
speculative element
operating.

“Even after about 10
years the total farmed deer
population will still only be
a fraction of the sheep and
cattle numbers, so 1 believe
that there will be a
speculative element in the
industry until such time as
the desired number of
breeding hinds becomes
stable and their value is
based on the worth of the
venison and velvet, rather
than the ‘special demand’
price as at present.”

He said ‘live deer prices
at May: 10 this year -saw
good quality red hinds
making $1,200-81,500,
weaner hinds were making
$800 to $1.000, and weaner
stags between $130 and
$200. Velvet stags were
making about 50% to 75%
above meat value,

By-June 23, in Southland,
prices soared to $2,500 for
top 18 month 'hinds, and
$1,700 for top weaner hinds.

SCHEDULE

The venison schedule for
farm deer at the game
packing houses was $3.70 a
kg and for feral animals the
ratewas$3akg.

Beef was $1.60 to 31.70 a
kg, and lamb with the SMP
was $145 a kg Lamb
without the SMP, but still
subsidised, was $1.14 a kg,
and its real value about 80c
to®0cakg. 7

Prices for velvet super A
and A grades averaged $110
a kg, with higher prices for
bulk lines.

Criffel Park deer farm
grossed just on $200,000 for
velvet from 3540 mature
stags in the 1982/83 season.
On 100 hectares, of which 60
hectares was under irriga-
tion, there was a gross

return of $2,000 per
hectare.
Tim Wallis itemised

other advantages and facts
about farming red deer. He
said there were now nearly
2,500 deer farms in New
Zealand.

The ewe eguivalent
factor for a mature hind
was about two s.u. while
that of a mature stag was
gbout two to two-and-a-haif

s.u. The labour input was
low and could be compared
with running cattle.

While boundary fenei
needed the two-metre hig
netting, internal feneing
could utilise existing fences
with hot wires along the
top.

The average calving was
about 85 percent, but some
properties were getting
nearer 95 percent. Deer
were hardy animals with
good disease resistance.

They were efficient

grazers with a high con-
version factor of pasture to
meat. The deer carcass
was fat free and very ac-
ceptable on world markets.
. Each breeding hind could
expect to breed up to 10
fawns, while each stag
could be expected to pro-
duce about 10 to 12 crops of
velvet.

 He said deer farming of-
fered true diversification
for the stock farmer. Deer
could use the same land
and pasture as sheep and
caftle and in fact could
graze alongside  them.
Winter feeding was the
same and good quality
meadow was quite ade-
quate.

Stags have three market
outlets for the .producer.
These. were live sales,
velvet production, venison
production. The hinds have
two market outlets, live
sales and venison produc-
tion, SR

DISADVANTAGES

He admitted deer did
have some disadvantages.
Jhe hinds usually gave
birth between late Nov-
ember and early January,
and on the east coast of
New Zealand from North
Otago to Northland, there
was the risk of drought.

five men (including a
veterinarian) were ahle to
velvet 70 stags in _three

‘hours.

WORLD LEADER

He said New Zealand was
seen as a world leader in
the domestication of a new
species of farm animal.
This had been brought
about by the deer farmers
and the researchers. About
75 percent of deer research
was being carried out at
Invermay, with the balance
at the other agricultural
research institutes.

. Present research work
included selection and im-
provements by breeding
and ~ the
hybridisation between red
deer and wapiti. Re-
searchers were looking at
advancing the breeding
season and the growth of
voung stock through winter
and there were hopes of
improving weaning per-
centages and minimising
disease losses. Other work
included attempts to take
two crops of quality velvet
from stagseach year.

potential ~ for |

—

—

Farmers without irrigation
had to be prepared for this
possibility.

Tuberculosis could be a
problem and was difficult
to eradicate. Buyers were
well advised to ensure they
were purchasing Th tested
animals.

Fresh captured feral
hinds mated in the wild, in
their first year could have a
calving rate about 20 to 50
percent lower than farm
bred hinds. A range of
problems associated with
the feral deer did not flow
on to their farm bred off-

spring.

He said that yards and
raceway design were im.
portant, as was good
stockmanship. This .
became critical at velvet.
ing. On his Criffel property |
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Study urges

huntiﬂg areas|
for novices

Recreational hunting areas (RHA) are working, but the RHA concept

could be broadened to provide for novice and less-successful hunters in more

easily-accessible areas, according to a study just completed by Lincoln

College.

The study was carried
out by the parks and rec-
reation section of the De-
Ertment of Horticulture,

ndscape and Parks at’

the college.
Titled ““The Recreational
Hunter: Central North

| Island Study’’, the report is

on research carried out by
Lincoln College under
contract to the New Zea-
land Forest Service.

Ms Kathryn Groome, a
researcher, and Mr David
Simmons and Mr Lester
Clarke, lecturers in parks

.-and recreation, carried out

the study and produced the

regort.

. One purpose of the study
was to examine whether
the possible increase in
hunting in a RHA was
compatable with
existing recreational uses
of the Kaimanawa and
Kaweka forest parks.

The study concludes that
given existing use pat-
terns, the Kaimanawa
seems fo be fulfilling RHA

| objectives.

‘The broader base and

" intensity of interest in
! hunting in the two forest

parks  indicates that
younger and less-
experienced hunters are
being attracted there,” the
study said.

“However, the role and
management requirements
of the forest service in

RHA is not understood by

Both studies have arisen
from issues concerning the
management and future
directions of RHA.

This latest study was
intended to gauge the pres-
ent status of recreational
hunting in the central
North Island and seek
hunters’ attitudes and opi-
nions. Central North Island
hunters were compared
with those in the Can-
terbury region to offer di-
rection for future RHA
policy.

Intention

Another intention was 'to
guide recreational hunting
management and plannin

of aimanawa an
Kaweka forest parks by
providing public input.

Three surveys were car-
ried out for the study:
Involving forest park
users. permit hunters and
rifle owners.

Forest users were given
guestionnaires on entering
or leaving the parks in
January and at Easter last

year. ‘

Fifteen hundred ques-
tionnaires were sent to
random samples of hunters
with permits to hunt on
public lands in the central
North Island, and rifle
owners in  Auckland,
Rotorua and Napier, be-
tween February and May
last year.
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RHA offers opportunities
for hunters who may have
different objectives and

different experience.”
Successful hunting is
seen by the survey to be

eentral to hunters’ con-
tinued motivation to hunt.

“The more experienced
and skilful hunters seem
able to take game animals,
even where animal num-
bers are controlled by
other means,” according to
the study. -

If new and
successful hunters are to
be encouraged, a range of
hunfing  opportunities
should be provided.
future RHA the concept
could be breadened fo in-
clude easier game species,
such as rabbits and goats,
and hunting clubs could do
more (o
train novice hunters.

“Also, existing or future
RHA. may require higher’
animal numbers for recre-

ational hunting to maintain
numerical strength. Con-
siderable interaction be-
tween hunters and others
using the forest rks
suggests - a general un-

derstanding between the

groups.

“QOther  forest users
showing an interest in
hunting could be a valuable
source of recruits for the
sport ' because they un-
erstand and are skilled in
Jhe back country,” the
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However, all use groups
saw increased information,
signposting and  track
mar ineg]:srequire_n@ents;

“Levels of providing fa-
cilities will partly: de

agement policies,” ac
cording to thestudy. ¢
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Forest Service Ou

QUEENSTOWN

The extermination
the goat population|P

the Mount Aspirin:

ytional Park is one
‘the priorities of the
1kes region wild ani-
al control five year

an.

CThe plad, which

33-88, was presented to

estry seminar in Queens-

yn yesterday.

While the plan has specific
jectives for wild animal
ntrol, it also aims to en-
urage and direct commer-
1] and recreational bunt-
g within the region, as

-

Helicopter hunting of deerins
he past 12 months, the Director-

)’ Neill, says.

his annual report, re-
ed this month, Mr
eill said only 49 of the 67
copter hunters with li-
es to operate in state
sts were using them.
he downturn was due to
easonal winds which re-
ed flying time, high oper-
g costs, low financial re-
15 and low numbers of
- present in most hunting
3S.
owever, deer farmers
e continuing to pay high
es for animals obtained
ive-capture methods. The
blishment of deer
ghter premises and the
d increase in wapiti and
deer farming were indi-
oms of continuing devel-
ent and growth in the
1stry.

co-
finates wild animal con-
1 within the Lakes region
the Southland Conserv-
cy of the NZ Forest Ser-
e and covers the period

)rop in

means of achieving those
objectives. It also seeks to
romote hunting as a rec
reational activity within the
region.

Research will be carried
out into aspects of animal
and plant ecology and the
interaction between the two,
long term and animal veg-
etation trends and tech-
nigues for improving con-
trol.

The plan notes that the
commercial recovery of
deer, thar and chamois by
helicopter has largely re-
sulted in an effective level of
control. The Forest Service’s
control activity is directed at
animals or areas which are
not used by commercial and
recreational hunters or
where a reduction is re-
guired (o levels below that

g

a

which is commercially vi-
ahle.

The rationale for reducing
the thar population to low
levels is based on the protec-
tion of soil and water, as well
as the need to prevent the
colonization of Mount As-
piring National Park south
of the Haast highway.

The Forest Service is
monitoring the thar levels
and where necessary will
undertake search and de-
stroy operations, the first
priority being the Wanaka
and Hawea catchments.

Commercial and rec-
reational hunters will be en-
couraged to recover thar, the
Forest Service providing the
latter with informafion of
the animal’s distribution and
habits.

————

_High goat densities in the

Helicop
Deer Hunting

tate forests has declined during
General of Forests, Mr G. M.

Shotover population at a low

Shotover catchment poise a
soil and water erosion haz-
ard. ¢
Goats were introduced to
the Shotover region in the
1800’s and flourished in that
environment. Although Gov-
ernment control operations
began in the 1940s, they were
spasmodic until 1970.

However, since 1870 70,000
goats have been destroyed
and since 1975 the annual
kill rate has been established
at between 1500 and 4000.

The primary method of
goat control in the region
will be ground and aerial
hunting by the Forest Ser-
vice, while recreational and
commercial hunting will
continue to be enco

The first priorities for goat
control will be holding the

level, reducing and if poss-
ible preventing further infil-
{ration into the park, reduc-
ing to low levels the popu-
lation in Mount Aspiring
Park and containing the
small populations west of
Lake Wakatipu.

The second priority will be
the extermination of goats
within the park.

Fallow Deer

The plan’s preseription for
the control of fallow deer is
to implement the Wakatipu
recreational hunting area
wild animal control plan, to
monitor the density and dis-
tribution of the animal out-
side the recreational area
and to introduce control ac-
tion, of colonization of
Mount Aspiring park seems
likely or if there is a threat

to water and soil values.

—=

The density and distri-
bution of whitetail and red
deer will also be monitored
and they will be removed as
they are encountered during
other control duties.

The presence of chamois
will also be monitored and
commereial and recreational
hunting of ‘the animal en-
couraged. T

Chamois will be removed
from the national park as
they are encountered and
the plan proposes to prevent
their southward infiltration
into Fiordland National Park
and to remove them com-
pletely from the Remark-
ables mountains using heli-

copters. -

In the region commercial
hunting of possums, which
have had a low impact on the

tlines Animal Control Plans

the region, will be encour-

aged.

While the densities of the
red-necked wallaby in the
region are low, the plan pro-
vides for their extermination
thl_-ough ground hunting and
poisoning operations.

_ There are also proposals to
remove wild pigs within
state forest and national
park areas in the district and
to encourage commercial

.and recreationa! hunting in

other areas as the first
means of control.

Control operations sgainst
rabbits, using shoofing and
poisoning techrmiques, wil
also be employed where
necessary. The plan notes
that while the rabbit is pres-
ent throughout the region it
state forests in small num-

beech dominated forest of |
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 Care Ensures Painless

have also been recorded in
areas where the New Zea-
land Forest Service has been
practising wild animal con-
trol, Mr O'Neill said.

Major advances had been
achieved in the use of
poisons, especially in the
Motu catchment in the Bay
of Plenty area, where ftrials
by the Forest Research Insti-
tute had proved as success-

reducing goat numbers.

“Poisoning could possibly
replace hunting, where
population levels are high,”
Mr O'Neill said.

New Hunting Areas

Three new recreational
hunting areas in state for-
ests were gazetted last year,
bringing the national total to

Opeg
Hu

nine.
_ Recreational hunting _in

slather

& &3{

ing’

Plans to allow year-round hunting of

yapiti in Fiordland
ecipe for disaster,”

National Park are “a
according to a mem-

yer of the Southland National Parks and

Reserves Board, Mr

peaking about the draft
d animal control plan for
 park at last night's board
oting, Mr McKenzie said
> recommendation that
creational hunting of
piti and other species of
er should be allowed all
ar was “‘open slather hunt-
’7’

“The public must be made
are of this danger or I can
> that the hunting re-
irce will be lost to the
mtry,” Mr McKenzie said.

J. McKenzie. \

The board’s chairman, Mr
C. J. McFarlane, said the
clauses in the plan which Mr
McKenzie objected to were
the result of an agreement
between the National Parks
and Reserves Authority and
the New Zealand Deer-
stalkers' Association.

The plan was released for
public comment last month
and a sub-committee with
representatives from the
New Zealand Forest Service
and the Department of
Lands and Survey is to be set
up to consider the sub-
missions.

Having a joint committee
should speed up the process,
so approval of the plan could
be given by the end of the
vear, Mr McFarlane said.

areas under Forest Service
control are supervised by
the National Recreational
Hunting Advisory Com-
mittee, which maintains a

balance between rec-

reational and commercial

shooters. _
The committee also!

“champions opportunities
for recreational hunters on
appropriate land,” Mr

ful as ground hunting in

O'Neill said. i

| H;md Stole_h

FromjFarm
HAG
A hind, v at $3000,|
has been stolen fiom a farm

| vet antler."”

at Pukemaori.

Constable K. R. Robinson,
 of Tuatapere, said last night
| the theft took place some
] time between November 8

and 12.

The hind, a high-bred
wapiti-red deer cross, had no
ear mMarkings.

The ‘police would like to
hear from anybody who may

be able to help them in their |

Invermay scientist, Dr Pe-
ter Fennessy said the whole
operation must be carried out
with a minimum of disturb-
ance and stress to the stag.
Only as many people as were
essential to do the job safely
'should be involved in the oper-
ation.

“Depending on the size of
yards, no more than 30 to 50
adult stags should be yarded
together for velveting,” he
said.

*‘If the stags are too closely
confined, they are likely to
stand on their hind legs and
box each other with their fore
legs, causing damage to vel-

Dr Fennessy said it was
best to draft a large number
of velveting stags into small-
er groups as they cast their
old antler stubs.

The stags should be divided
into groups in the order in
which they become ready for

1| velvet removal. This reduces

the frequency of yarding and
the possibility of velvet antler
damage.

Removal of velvet antler from deer is a simple and
animals are handled quietly and an adequate degree of pa

Yarding of stags for velvet-
ing is best done quietly and in
cool settled weather condi-
tions.

Stags which become ex-
cited should be left alone to
settle down before any at-
tempt is made to tranquillize
them. A small, dark pen per-
mits easier tranquillization of
wilder stags.

Dr Fennessy said tranquil-
lizer darts should not be used
in the paddock because an ex-
cited animal took longer to
succumnb, and higher dose
rates were usually needed.

The tranquillizer com-
monly used on stags for vel-
veting is xylazine (Rompun).
Low dose rates are very effec-
tive on quiet stags, but higher
dose rates are needed for
more excited stags.

Dose rates of 0.75ml per
100kg of five per cent Rompun
or 1.5ml per 100kg of two per
cent Rompun given
tramuscularly, have proved
effective, Dr Fennessy said.

“For quiet stags a 23 gauge

investigation into the theft.

—

needle can be used to inject
Rompun into the neck,"” he
said.
Tranquillized

“If the stag is injected in
the rump, an 18 gauge needle
is suitable. Stags injected in-
tramuscularly take about 15

in-.

minutes to become suf-
ficiently tranqullized."

Dr Fennessy said when
stags were quiet enough to be
heid by the head, Rompun
could be given intravenously
into a jugulasr vein at a third
of the dose rates given in-
tramuscularly. The tranquil-
lizer would take effect very
quickly, thus saving time.

After injection, stags
should be left alone in an un-
crowded pen. Noise must be
kept to an absolute minimum
to ensure they relax and the
tranguilizer takes effect
quickly.

Once the tranguillizer has
taken effect the local anaes-
thetic is given, and several
minutes must be allowed af-
ter injection.

Dr Fennessy said no stand-

| ard velveting procedure could

be recommended. The system
and choice of drugs depended
on the circumstances and on
the experience and prefer-
ences of the farmer and the
veterinarian, he-said.

Tourniquet
' Before removing velvet an-
itlers a tourniquet should be
applied to stags older than
 spikers.

' Twine or elastic could be
wrapped around the outside of
each pedicle, crossing over
between the pedicles to form
a ﬁgure of eight, Dr Fennessy

. said.

M Velvet Removal

ainless operation, so long as the
killer is used.

“The antlers-are—cut one
centimetre above the pedicle,
using a medium toothed saw,
such asa meat saw,” he said.

‘“The saw should be kept
sharp and disinfected regu-
larly. Tourniquets can usually
be removed five to 10 minutes
after the velvet antler has

been sawn off."

Dr Fennessy said it wasim-
portant that the cut be clear of
the coronet so that the pedicle
was not damaged. Research
at Invermay had suggested
that damage to the coronet af-
fected subsequent yelveting
yields.

Freeze

Once the velvet antler has
been removed it should be
held upside down. This pre-
vents blood loss from the cut
end. .

The velvet should then be
hung on a rack to cool, sealed
in a plastic bagand placedina
freezer as soon as possible.

Dr Fennessy said records
of the weights of antlers cut
from individual stags should
be kept.

These would be important
in selecting animals for
breeding, continued velvet-
ing, sale or slaughter and
evaluation of fi g man-
agement.
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0 Trespassers

Trampers and deer stalkers who venture on to land owned by
next to the Waitutu State Forest, are

the Waitutu Incorporation,
trespassing, and will be prosecuted.

The incorporation ha
tried to keep the public off
its land for three or four
years but is making a new
effort after finding fresh evi-
dence of illegal deer stalking
and camp fires, its chair-

hut's book that hunters have
been shoofing deer on the
incorporation’s land, Mrs

S | giving. access to the Maori
land on the other side, and it
is clear from entries in the

altogether,” Mrs Murdoch
said

Smm‘mcfmgh the review of the !
te forest’s management

plan lists the incorporation’s
coastal strip as the main

The president of the
sociation, Mr John Bamford,
yesterday took issue with

Stalkers Against Ye
Round Huntin

Year round hunting of wapiti in Fiordland National Park
would never be agreed to by the New Zealand Deerstalkers'

Association.
as-| Board, Mr C. J. McFarlane,

that the deerstalkers had
agreed to deer control

man, Mrs Koa Murdoch, said

Murdoch said.
Dog’s paw marks have

yeaﬁs;l o o i been found in the bush.
y a ce|  «qha its issued by the
to trap deer for live recovery kel 5

on the privately-owned land,
and the husband of one of
the owners is ailowed to
hunt pigs, but no-one has
been given permission to
shoot deer there.

Mrs Murdoch believed
most of the trespassing is
done by deerstalkers with
permits granted by the New
Zealand Forest Service to
hunt in the adjoining
Waitutu State Forest.

Hut

There is a forest service
hut on the Wairaurahiri
river with a swing bridge

¥

i doing it, would they?” she

forest service do say not to
£0 on to our land, but with
the hut and the bridge there,
hunters aren’t going to stru-

the state forest when our

The incorporation has ap-
proached the forest service
and asked to have the hut
moved, without success.

Signs

Metal signs warning,

have been either torn down
or shot full of bullet holes,
Mrs Murdoch said.

- “It must have been done
by the people the forest ser-
V.ce issues permits to — our
own people wouldn't be

Incorporation members|:

area for recreational use in

remarks made by the chair-

ggle two miles up the river o
land is right there,” she said.|

against trespassing which! —(PA)—

were put up three years ago/

the Waitutu, this situation
had arisen without the per-
mission of the owners.

,man of the Southland
National Parks and Reser\{es

clauses incorporated in the
recently released draft wiid
animal control plan for the

Although the Maori land
adjoined the state forest, it
was completely separate
from it, Mrs Murdoch said.

HELICOPTER
‘BLOWN UP

“TAURANGA -
An explosive device blew up a Hughes
300 helicopter at the Opotiki aerodome
early yesterday morning. it
A Department of Labour |jointly owned by Mr
explosive expert is assisting | Mullooly and his pariner in
the inguiry, but no lead on |Easter Helicopters Ltd, Mr
who might have been re- |Lou Lawrence. _—
isponsible has been estab-
“We have nothing to go on

park.

“We did not agree to vear
i round hunting, and we don't
{endorse the continuation of
{ the status quo,” Mr Bamford
| said.

The association wanted an
initial no-hunting period for
wapiti so the scientific adyis-
ory committee, which is to
be set up to advise the Minis-
ter of Lands on control
measures for the deer, could
assess the situation.

But it was opposed to com-
mercial helicopter hunting
of wapiti in the park under
any circumstances, he said.

The draft plan proposes to
allow the commercial hunt-
ing of wapiti in areas where
-| recreational hunters are un-
able to keep deer numbers
4 down to a satisfactory level,

Endorsed

hi &""3

Mr N.D. R. McKerchar, a
the chairman of the Nationg
Parks and Reserves Aul
ority, Mr D. A. Thom, E
August, to discuss the pg
posed scientific adviso
committee,

They agreed to the cogl
mittee’s formation, but g
to any of the guidelines i
corporated in the draft cog
trol plan, Mr Bamford sai

He had been told that m
guidelines had been dray
up and although somsl
suggestions had been eirg
lated at the meeting, thes
had not been accepted.

Mr McFarlane had ¢
ported {0 the Septembe
meeting of the Parks ap
Reserves Board that the
draft plan “was accepted &
reasonable by all parties)!
He could not be reaches
for comment last night.

&T inds Need f |1

Good
Pasture

Deear farmers should at-
tempt to maintain good qual-
ity pasture for lactating
hinds during summer. i

‘This is the advice of Mr
Geoff Asher, a scientist at
the Ruakura Agricultural
Research Centre,

Mr Asher said deer

farmers should keep their
_pasture short before fawn-

were worried about damage |
Icaused by trespassers who!
| lit fires on their land, and|
, the possibility that “trigger
happy” hunters might shoot
someone.
| They will not be granting
any permits for members of
: the public to have access to
| their land.
Lost Patience

at all,” Senior Sergeant B.
Guy, of Opotiki, said last
night. i _
The police and the helicop- .
ter's joint owner, Mr Dennis |
‘Mullooly, aged 28, ruled out
any link between the blast |
.and reports of ground
hunters shooting at deer re-

r
|

| covery helicopters in the |

, central North Isiand.

| “Idon’t want to be seen to
I be waving the big stick, but

we've lost patience with
! people. We hope to keep

“The atmosphere at,
Opotiki between the groups |
is one of co-operation,” Mr

available for public inspection,

i Mullooly said.
ing, then allow it to become | P°°P!® Off our land Muoolwsaid o ed thel
V. i . front of the machine and
“However, some areas damaged two main rotors
should be allowed to go with flying shrapnel. !
‘rank, to provide the new- “There is no way I eouldj
 born fawns with a place to have survived if I had been |
hide in,” he said. in the air,” Mr Mullooly
“This can be done by cut- | said. : "
ting off areas in the paddock | “I would have been history
with an electric fence.” - . . The cabin’s perspex has
Mr Asher said different been blown out and my seat
fawning groups should be “has just disappeared. ]
separated by fawn-proof “The instrument panel is
fences to prevent the fawns hanging out the front.”
getting into the. wrong The 4am blast came 90
group. minutes before Mr Mullooly
He also recommended that intended to begin deer recov-
farmers vaccinate the hinds ery work.
with five-in-one vaccine | * "I didn’t think I had any
about six weeks before the enemies, but obviously, I've
onset of fawning. This would got one,” he said. Ad
probably pass on immunity The $120,000 machine is
from clostridial di - -
from the hind to the fawn. =
“Farmers in areas prone
to leptospriosis should also. DRAFT WILD ANIMAL PLA
% faaion serit
e b g 0 FOR STEWART ISLAND
said. This plan written by Senior Ran
rK. A, M nney
the Southland Conservancy of the NfeForest Sef:gé is nos:

plan sets out control measures for Wild Animals
all land on Stewart Island. Public comment is invited, (,'1031:;
date for receipt of comments is January 31, 1984,

Copies may be

purchased

from th nserva
Forests, NZ Forest Service, Priv S e

Bih flos eyt
19 [uf€3

tage and i
Bugi!ding.]gg

ate Bag, Invercargill at $2
g or from the NZF'S,

n Street, Invercargill.

K. W. PRIOR,
Conservator of Forests

72844

| may be removed from Lake

| Notice to Farmers

WESTERN DEER
FARMERS
DISCUSSION GROUP

Annual General Meeting. The
AGM of the group will be held
Wednesday November 23,
8pm at the Lion Hotel, Main
St, Otautau, Guest speaker
¢ Will be Mr Tim Wallace of Al-
) pine Helicopters. All inter-

ested walcome to attend,
A nﬁ;
76290

e

- !
Would the owner of the boat
which is sited at Lake Innes in
Waitutu Forest, please con-
tact the District Ranger, NZ!
Forest Service, Tuatapere.
Phone 15 or 228 after hours.
If contact is not made by
November 30 1983 the boat

Innes at any time after that
date and may be sold todefray
removal expenses.
- T. R. Pellett,
District Ranger

72867

At the last meeting of the
. Southland board on Tuesday
{night, Mr Jack McKenzie,
| said the new plans for wapiti |
control were “a recipe for |
disaster” and amounted to i
“open slather hunting,” and
Mr Bamford yesterday en-|
dorsed these remarks. i

to the plan, which will be

with representation from the

L
\
1
1 completely unacceptable.
The "board is out of touch
with public opinion and Gov- {
ernment policy on this mat-
ter,” Mr Bamford said.
He criticized the board for
continuing to take iSsue with
the MP for Wallace, Mr
Derek Angus, for remarks
he made about it at the
NZDA conferenee in July.
“The beard - should stop
criticizing Mr Angus and
start taking notice of what
he said.
Management Plan
“The wild animal control| '
plan is part of the park’s i
management plan and must|
be clear and precise. It/
should® reflect public
opinion, not just the views of
the Parks and Reserves
Board,” Mr Bamford said.
He and two other members
of his association had met
Mr McFarlane, the Director-
General of Lands, Mr P. H.

and the Department of
Lands and Survey.

=

| The association will be|;
| putting in written objections

| considered by a committee|

!l New Zealand Forest Service| !

“The wapiti section of the|
plan in its present form is|

| branch of the New

| whose members accum

|| tween producers throughol

| the standard of velvet it

J\l w Trophie
|Y"fbor Velvet
Competition
Entries are being called}
the Southland branch
New Zealand Deer Fa
' | Association for the New
land Deer Velvet Com

being held at this yey
Southland A and P Sump
Show.

This is the second year
the competition has been ¢
and attracted more than ]
entries last year as well
considerable public interest
Three major awards willly
at stake. {
The Wilson Neill Red D
Trophy will be awarded
the best pure red deer
and the Wrightson NMA Al
Comers’ Trophy which isop
to all breeds of deer, wil b
awarded for velvet which
superior in its class,

In order to make the velys
competition a truly nationg
event, a Challenge Shield wif
be awarded this year, for
first time, to the prov

Deer Farmers’ Assaci

the most points in the two yel
vet sections, ]
The Southland branch
fopeful this new trophy will
provide friendly rivalry be.

the country and bring prssﬂﬁ
1o the area as an indicationy

farmers are able to produce,

Entries close with the|
Southland Deer Farmers’ As-
sociation, PO Box 844, Inver.

C. Lucas, his assistant, Mr KI.J
J. Cooper, the director o
national parks a_l}gi reserves,

cargill, on November 30,




Vapi
Impo

i Herd
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tant

The Southland United Council is seek-

1g a firm assurance
ands, Mr Elworthy,
e returned with

from the Minister of

that selected wapiti

a minimum of delay to

1eir established Fiordland habitat once

ulling is complete.
t its meeting csi'lwterday'
united coun
the maintenance, devel-
ent and management of
apiti herd in a se
. of Fiordland was of
me importance to the
on and the nation.”
eps should be taken to
troduce wapiti to Fiord-
1 under a management
1 ag soon as the wapiti
sortium’s capture pro-
mme finished in about a
1th’s time. d
1 a report entitled
apiti: The Southland
wpoint,” the eouncﬂrec
mended the recognition
 new wapiti area, consist-
of the portion of the
sting wapiti area north of
Te Anau-George Sound
ck.
‘his area was where the
in numbers and best qual-
of wapiti were before the
ture pi e started.

"he southern portion of.

» existing wapiti® area
>uld be managed as a
ffer zone between the
piti and the takahe area,

lected | maintained « to protect the

Constant helicopter pres-
sure on the Murchison
Mountains and the adjacent
area to the west should be

takahe from deer of any
species and to minimize
hybridization.

Y‘I‘he report also said that:

© The upgraded animals
must be released somewhere
and problems of vegetation
damage and hybridization
will be inevitable whatever
area is chosen.

@ If the genetic upgrading
D e can be done now
at little cost to the Crown, it
can be done as necessary in
future, as part of the ongoing
herd management pro-

gramme.

® Helicopters provided the

means to confrol all deer to

levels acceptable anywhere

in Fiordland.

@ The wapiti management
; can be

icy of extermination of intro-
duced animals under the
National Parks Act.

> report said.
L]

il

WOODHILL
DEER ESTATE

Great Majority
The report said the great
majority of Southland people
wished to see a viable wapiti
herd retained in a suitable

area of Fiordland National _

Park because the wapiti
were ed as South-
land’s heritage and because
a much smaller group

the wapiti for recreational
| hunting.

Extensive ‘deer barn
plus sale pavilion.
AUCTION: 2.30pm on

MONDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1983.
To arrange inspection, phone 8761 Halensvlille: AH 8147,-774-969 Auckiand: AH 602-878.

NEW ZEALAND LTD.

e

MREINZ

T T

" There has been some delay
in formalizing the regulations
for the Game Industry Board,
but the final draft regulations
were approved by the New
Zealand Deer Farmers’ Asso-
ciation council and the Game
Expart Advisory Committee
on October 28.

Provided there are no fur-
ther bureaucratic holdups,
the regulations are expected
to be gazetted this month.

The need for funding the
board in its formative years
while it develops the market-
ing of farm deer products, had
been seen as a priority by the
NZDFA council and the
majority of its members, the
association’s president, Mr
John Burrowes said.

A collection is already
being made on venison but
while throughputs are limited
no significant increase in this
levy can be contemplated.

Mr Burrowes said the
NZDFA council and the Game
Export Advisory Committe=2
were committed to the collec-
tion of a velvet levy.

Collected

This has been set at $2 per
kg green weight and will be
collected from producers
when the velvet is purchased
and acceunted for by the buy-
ers at the game packing i
houses.

‘‘At this level, the velvet

Deer farmers are
kilogram of green weight of velvet to assist
in financing the Game Industry Board.

| Veﬁ@ei Levy
Approved

to be levied $2 per

cent of the return to the pro-
ducer as does the venison
levy,"” Mr Burrowes said.

He expected farmers would
support the levy which is ex-
pected to receive statutory
approval early in the velvet
Season.

He also expected the major
companies In the industry
would co-operate in assisting
to collect the levy as they had
done with the venison levy. -

levy represents a similar pro-

Established Deer
Property, Helensville
48.980ha = Fully developed
deer farm and selling

. complex

All permanent fencing, and deer heandling
facilities. A most attractive property, with a
balance of highly fertile level land and the
remainder easy unduiating.
IMPROVEMENTS: Modern split stone home,
and an older type WB homestead.

. with mezzanine fioor

portion of the order of two per

2 The Southland Times, Thursday, October 27, 1983.

Wild Animal Plan

‘Public Comment ¢

2+MNqnvited

Public comment has been invited on
the draft wild animal control plan for
Stewart Island recently released by the

New Zealand Forest Service.

The objective of the plan is
‘to control wild animal popu-
lations at a level which will
allow the natural values of
the land to be maintained.
The natural land value
levels, the draft says, are
those determined by the land
controlling authorities with
statutory responsibilities for
land use.

The draft lists eight differ-
ent aims:
® To reduce wild animal
populations within nature
and scenic reserves to the
lowest possible level.

@® To maintain whitetailed
deer populations within the
northern State forest to pro-
vide for recreational hunt-

mg. ;

@ To protect kakapo habitat
against wild animal damage
should a conflicting relation-
ship be shown to exist.

@ To protect other rare
species from wild animal
depredation.

® To keep the islands of
Paterson Inlet free from wild
animals.

@ To eradicate opossums
from Codfish _Island.

® To control wild animals
on private and Crown lease- |
hold land at levels which do/
not affect adjacent land
values.

@® To prevent the possibility -
of the introduction of new!

ready occupied by that
species. i
The methods suggested in -
the plan to attain its objec-
tive are to direct commereial
and recreational ‘hunting to
achieve maximum effect, to -
undertake control pro-:
grammes using State forest
resources where commercial
and recreational hunting
cannot achieve the objective,
to undertake research and to
liaise with private land
owners and Crown land
lessees, Government depart-
ments and local authorities
and user groups. |
“Constant Review”’
“The plan is considered as |
under constant review and
the need to make major |
changes will also require !
that the public be given the ;

Deer Farmers To

Hold Seminar

The. Southland Branch of the New Zealand Deer Farmers’

Association is to hold a seminar in Winton next Wednesday.

The seminar which will be
held at the Central.South-
Jland Lodge will cover the

e

site,

—

il industry board regula

i f velvet, fawning| also be shown. '
s S ' The seminar will begin at

on game industry board| 8pm.

management and progress

negotiations. ] |

A velvet buyer will ad-
dress the seminar on what
the market - requires this
year, and a veterinarian will
speak on velvet removal, es-
pecially in relation to drugs
used. 1

Mr Alan Bradley will talk
on fawning problems with
feral deer, and the Southland|
representative on the New,

.| Zealand deer farmers’ coun-|
| cil, Mr Peter Ryan, will givej

an update on ensuing gamef
tions, |

Mr Rob Brookes will show|
a. film on his recent trip to
Europe and a combined

try of Agriculture and

Wrightson NMA and Mln;j

Fisheries film entitled “Be
hind the High Fence” will

i e B VS SRR e

DEER VELVET

WRIG HTSON DEER HORNS announce that their buyers are
now operating throughtout he country

opportunity to comment,” |

the draft says. -
“Changes in animal popu- |

lations, vegetation con-

Jditions, policies of local and

land controlling authorities,
or Government are examples
of factors causing major re-
view.”

Comments on the draft
plan should be addressed to
the Conservator of Forests,

'|New Zealand Forest Service,
||Private Bag, Invercargill,

and close on January 31,

\next year.

ALL GRADES PURCHASED
“TOP MONEY FOR TOP GRADES

Tuesdays
Fridays

Contact

Hours in attendance-at factory, corner Annan and Tweed
Streets by arrangement: ‘ v

1.00-4.30pm
9.00-3.30pm

B. Duggan — Winton 333 until November 28 then 358-189
A. Bradley — Te Anau 7602

74941

e e—

species of wild animals to all ' :
lands and the spread of exist-

ing species to land not al-@ .




e

| said.

The Wild Animal Advis-
ory Commitiee met in
Glenorchy this week.
Back row, from left, they
are Messrs R. Martin
(Forest Service, Queens-
town), R. Hickey (Forest

and Bird Society), J. Von |

Tunzleman (Forest Ser-

vice, Te Anan), R. Tindal, .

(Forest

Main (Forest Service,
Invercargill), Mike 1
(Federated Mountain
' Clubs), B. Monaghan
i gastgur_a), Cl.nAeker (For-

Tvice, Invercargill),
J. van Zwart (Ministry of |
Agriculture and
Fisheries, Dunedin), J.
Allan (Department of
. Lands and
| Dunedin). Front row.

5
=]
g
.h
§

| from left, Mike Slater

| (Forest Service, Invercar-
gill), ¥. Hore, K. Prior,
Terry Arthur (New Zea-
land Deerstalkers’ As-
sociation), A. G. Hall,
Fergus Sutherland, J.
Harty (Commissioner of
Crown Lands, Invercar-
gill), Brian Booth
. (Alexandra). i

Deer Carcass
olnfBaken

A deer carcass was taken
from a collection depot
I near Waikaia on
Monday night.

The carcass, of a red deer| -

hind, was unskinned and/|
had a bullet hole in it. Con-|;
stable Dickie of Riversdale

1t had been removed from
the unlocked depot on the |
Glenary road about 10.30pm, |
he said.

He would like to hear from
anyone with any infor-

mation about the carcass,

Re
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The illegal liberation of pigs

"j“.":i.: A .

of Pigs

3 GLENORCHY
oughout the area of national

Co nc%*n ing

k at Martin's Bay concerned the Wild Animal Advisory
IE"‘frCommitte.-e when it met at Glenorchy this week.

Members considered it a thoughtless,
senseless act which led to considerable
to the taxpayer.

expense AT
| They said that if it had been a helicopter

Survey, |

operation involved the person responsible
ran a serious risk of losing his licence.

The Forest Ranger at Te Anau, Mr J. R.
von Tunzelman, reported to the committee
that park staff had visited the area several
times in an attempt to locate and destroy
the pigs before they became established.

A Forest Service hunter had also spent
two weeks with the park rangers and when
the hunter made a 10-day return trip he
destroyed a large boar.

It is not known how many more pigs
remain there. :

Eliminating Deer .

Discussion centred for some time at the

meeting about the former policy of
ating all deer on Secretary Island at
the entrance to Doubtful Sound.

Mr von Tunzelman said the population
was extremely low there now but that the
Forest Service did not have either the
technoldgy or resources to eliminate the
remaining deer to restore the island to its
pristine condition as was initially intended.

If the last one was killed, he said, another
may swim over from the mainland.

Work on the island had been greatly
assisted by the Fiordland National Park
staff who had encouraged hunters to shoot

in the mainland areas near the island to

reduce the chance of deer swimming to the

The Commissioner of Crown Lands,

AR = -

Invercargill, Mr J. P. Harty, hoped the
pressure would be maintained so the objec-
tive may eventually be realized.

The committee chairman, Mr K. W. Prior,
the Conservator of Forests, Invercargill,
made it clear that although the policy in the
Murchison Mountains' takahe area and at
Secretary Island was for extermination of
deer, if technology and resources did not
permit the Forest Service to achieve that

them to their original condition, Mr Prior

Stoats
Hunters in the Chester Burn, Snag Burn,
McKenzie Burn arid Ettrick Burn in the
Murchison Mountains region have com-
bined hunting with steat control to add

variety to their work as well as being

The venture was a joint operation with
the wildlife division of the Internal Affairs
Department. This is the second year of
operations and results so far appear suc-
cessful.

Mr von Tunzelman said it would take
some years before it could be assessed
whether the reduction in stoats had a direct
bearing on takahe survival.

‘Mr J. C. Aspinall, of Wanaka, suggested
that an easy way of catching stoats was to
play a tape recordirg of a bird in distress.

o

This is a

fected.

| to stop
carcasses.

headwaters

the ridge

Thar

Hunting Of
"
Prohibited

GLENORCHY

A moratorium has been
placed on thar hunting for
one year by the Minister of
Forests, Mr Elworthy.

reprieve for the

rare animal which not long
ago was regarded as a
noxious animal. With this
new concept, it is protected.
+ The moratorium is to pro-
vide time for an assessment'
of the value of thar in safari
hunting as a means of earn-
ing overseas finanee, the
case for a thar recreational
hunting area, an assessment
of population and an evalu-
ation of their role in high
country erosion.
The prohibition will apply
to all commercial carcass
recovery but recreational
foot hunting will not be af-

Live capture of thar on
leasehold or freehold land to
stock approved zoos or safari
hunting farms will be al-
lowed under permit.

Game depots will be asked

buying thar

| The Forest Service will

monitor and, if necessary,
introduce eradication oper-
ations on thar within Mount
Cook National Park, the

of the Rakaia

and Whitcombe rivers, and
any area north of there, and

between the

- Hunter valley and the
Ahuriri valley and any areas

to the south

of there.

Two Survive

Air

(PA) /

rash

CHRISTCHURCH

A Haast helicopter operator whose
engine cut out over the Thomas valley on }
Tuesday night, described yesterday how
his machine plunged through bush and

disintegrated.

Deer hunter Harvey
Hutton, aged 26, and his
shooter Phil Silcock, aged 31,
were picked up in the
Thomas River area at 5am
yesterday by another heli-
copter operator who was
called into search.

The two men escaped un-
scathed and walked down
the river until they “ran out
of daylight” then “kipped”
under a tree.

“The only thing that got us
was the mosquitoes,” Mr
Hutton said. [

Third Crash
The crash, his third,
wrecked his Hughes 300C
helicopter when it came
down at 8.30pm, off the north
branch of the Haast.
“It 'happened. so fast, you

didn’t have time to think

e ———

about it,” he said. “Thei
shock usually comes aboutl’
six hours later. H

“We looked for a clearing|

but there was none. It hap- |
i were '

helicopters
scoured the heavily-bushed
terrain on Tuesday night*
after the men were reported’
overdue. t
As the crashed hunters;
resumed their hike down the
Thomas river at first light
‘yesterday, they flashed their
torch at a search helicopter.
and the pilot, Doug Maxwell,
was able to land and ferry
them back to base.
Both hunters were un-
harmed.
The wreckage will be in-
spected.
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